MEMOIRS 

O F 

SEVERAL LADIES 

O F 

• GREAT BRITAIN, 

WHO HAVE BEEN CELEBRATED FOR 
THEIR WRITINGS OR SKILL IN THE 

LEARNED LANGUAGES ARTS AND SCIENCES. 

.- 

By GfcORGE BALLARD of Magd. Coll, Oxon. 

Et fane qpi Sepcum aherum ad ftud'ta idoneum negant, jam olim rejeili 
fuere ab omnibus pbilofopbis. Vossius de Nat. Art. L. II. C. 2. 

OXFORD, 
Printed by W. Jackson, for the A u t 1: o r. 

MDCCL1I, 



CT33cto 




Digitized by Go 



M RS TALBOT 

OF KINETON IN WARWICKSHIRE 
THE FOLLOWING MEMOIRS OF 

LEARNED LADIES 

IN THE FIFTEENTH AND SIXTEENTH CENTURIES 
ARE MOST HUMBLY INSCRIBED 
AS AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

■ 

OF MY SINCERE AND HIGH REGARD FOR HER AND 

M R TALBOT 

AND AS A SMALL TESTIMONY OF GRATITUDE 
FOR EXTRAORDINARY FAVOURS 
CONFERRED BY BOTH OF THEM 
UPON THEIR MOST OBLIGED 
AND MOST DEVOTED 
HUMT5LE SERVANT 

GEORGE BALLARD. 



Digitized by Google 



THE 

PREFACE. 



AS the preferring from oblivion the memory of illuflrious 
perfons bath generally been looked upon as a commendable 
undertaking; fo it may be obferved, that fince the rev real of 
letters, the publick bath never wanted writers of this kind, 
who have endeavoured to fet their great excellencies and attain- 
ments in a true and proper light; to inform us of tho/e particulars 
in their lives and manners ; which heft diferve our imitation, and 
to tranfmit to poflerity even tbofe peculiarities alfo, which afford 
us no inconfiderable entertainment. And more particularly, ihofe 
who have dijlinguijhcd themfelves in the republick of letters, have 
feldom been unattended with their memorialifls : fome of which 
have been fo diligent and indujlrious hi tracing out and collecting 
together every remarkable pajj'age, that they feem, in fome in- 
fa?tces, to have taken no lefs pains to illujlrate the characters of 

great 
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great and famous writers, than they tbemfehes did to acquire 
that diftinclion. 

The prefent age is fo far from being defective in this refpett, 
that it hath produced a greater number of excellent biographers 
than any preceding times : and yet, I knew not how it hath hap- 
pened, that very many ingenious -women of this nation, who were 
really poffefs'd of a great jhare of learning, and have, no doubt, 
in their time been famous for it, are not only unknown to the 
publick in general, but have been pajjed by in filence by our 
grcatcjl biographers. 

When it is confdered hoiv much has been done on this fubjett 
by federal learned foreigners, * we may juftly be furprized at 
this neglect among the writers of this nation ; more efpecially, 
as it is pretty certain, that England bath produced more women 
famous for literary accomplijhments, than any other nation in 
Europe. 

'The true reafon of my engaging in this undertaking vnll, I 
believe, appear to be the beft that can be given ; and I can of 
fare the reader, that nothing but this general neglect of our 
biographers could ever have fuggefted fuch a de/ign to one, who 
is truly fenfible of his incapacity to do jujlice to the merits of 

• Petruccio UbaUino, Jacobus a Sane Cbiefa, Philip Jc Bergamo, Scardeoni, 
to Carolo, Boccacc Betoffi, Peter Paol de Cxfar Capacio, Pinto, Hilarion dc Cofta, 
Ribera, Francis Scrdonarj, Auguftiu dclla Menage, Joucker, &c. 
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paji titnes, or to afford entertainment for the prefent. And for 
this reafon, I have chofen to begin no earlier than the fourteenth 
century ; becaufe all that could well be collected of fuch as pre- 
ceded that period, hath been already communicated to the world 
by Bijhop ¥ inner. 

Thofe, whofe memoirs are here offered to the publick, I have 
placed in the order of time in which they lived-, omitting none, of 
whom I could collet! fujfcient materials. For as there may yet be 
feme learned women of thofe times, whofe characters I am an in- 
tire fir anger to ; fo there are others, whom 1 well know to have 
been perfons of dijlinguijl:ed parts and learning, but have been 
able to collect very lit fie elfe relating to them. Such as, Lady 
Mary Nevil, Lady Anne Southwell, Lady Honor Hay, Lady 
Mary Wroath, Lady Armyne, Lady Ranelagh, Lady Anne Boyn- 
ton (famous for her Jkill in ancient coins, and noble collection of 
them) Lady Levet, Lady Warner. Gentlewomen: Mrs. Ma- 
billa Vaughan, Mrs. Elizabeth Grimfion, Mrs. Jane Owen, 
Mrs. M. Croft, Mrs. Mmillia Lanyer, Mrs. Makins (who cor- 
responded in the learned languages with Mrs. Anna Maria a 
Schurnmn) Mrs. Gertrude More, Mrs. Dorothy Leigh, together 
with very many other learned % and ingenious women, ///ice the year 
i j oo ; of thofe latter J have had the good fortune to make very 
confderable collections : and among the former, I had drawn up 
an account of Mrs. Carew, in the fame manner with the other 
memoirs, but omitted printing it by mere accident. 

I am forry I could not oblige my readers with a complete tranf- 
latlon of all the poetical paffages introduced into this work ; tho' 

at 
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at the fame time Imtifl acknowledge my f elf much indebted \ on thai 
account , to my very ingenious and worthy friends, the Rev. Mr. 
Parry of Ship/Ion upon Stcur in Wcrcejlcrfiire, and the Rev. 
Mr. Ruffel of St. Mary Hall, in Oxford: and I take it as the 
greater favour, becau/e I a;n finfible that whatever time thofe 
two gentlemen have employed in this way, hath been borrowed 
from Jludies of much greater ufe find importance, 

Nor mufi I here omit my acknowledgments to all thofe, who 
have been jo good as to promote the publication of this work : 
from which the author does not expeB any Charatler in the learned 
world ; nor indeed is he folicitous about it, any farther than as 
he would be very forry to difappoint the expectations of thofe fe- 
veral worthy perfons, who have favoured him with their encoU" 
ragement, or honoured him with their friend/hip. 

Magd. Coll. Oxon. 
Nov. 23, 1752. 
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JULIANA, 

ANCHORET 

O F 

NORWICH. 



JULIANA diftinguilh'd herfclf by writing a book of 
revelations, in the reign of king Edward the third. But 
notwithilanding the peculiarity of the fubjccT:, the credulity 
of that age, and her remarkable fituation in life } yet, by 
the negligence of the ecclefiaftics, (who were then almoft the 
only men that tranfmitted intelligence of all forts to pofte- 
rity) we know but very little concerning her : for our moft 
curious and induftrious biographers*, who had the greateft 
and beft opportunities of confulting manufcripts and records 
belonging to religious houfes, could not trace out any memo- 
rials relating to this devout lady, more than a hint or two 
which (he has given of herfelf in her own writings. 

Her compofitions were by the order, and liberality of the 
R. F. Jo. Gafcoyn, L. Abbot of Lambfpring, umer'd into 



• Mr. Lelaad, Bp. Bale, Mr. Pitts, Bp. Tanner - 
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the world with the following title. Sixteen Revelations of 
Divine Love, Jhewed to a devout fervant of our Lord, called 
Mother Juliana an Anchoret c of Norwich ; who lived in 
the dayes of king Edward the third. Puhlijh'd by R. F. S. 
Crejfy. 1670. 8vo. Without either printer's name, or 
place where printed. 

The learned and indefatigable editor in his preface to the 
reader, gives the following account of the author, and her 
performance. 

" I was defirous (fays he) to have told theefomewhat of the 
" happy virgin, the compiler of thefe revelations : But after 
" all the fearch I could make, I could not difcover any thing 
" touching her, more than what fhe occafionally fprinkles in 
" the book itfelf. The poftfcript acquaints us with her name, 
" Juliana: As likewife her profeflion, which was of the 
" ftricteft fort of folitary livers ; being inclofed all her life 
" (alone) within four walls : whereby, though all mortals were 
u excluded from her dwelling, yet Saints and Angels, and the 
• l fupreme King of both, could, and did find admittance. 
" Moreover, in the fame poftfcript we find, that the place in 
" a high manner dignified by her abode, and by the accefs of 
" her heavenly gueft, was the city of Norwich. The time 
" when fhe lived, and particularly, when thefe celeftial reve- 
" lations were afforded her, flie herfelf in the beginning of the 
*' book informs us, was in the year of grace MCCCLXXIII, 
" that is, about three years before the death of the famous 
" conqueror King Edward the third : at which time fhe her- 
" felf was about thirty years of age. And to conclude, in the 
" laft chapter of the book fhe fignifies, that more than fifteen 
" years after thefe revelations had been fhew'd her, how for 
" refolution of a certain doubt of hers touching the meaning 
" of one of them, our Lord himfelf was pleafcd to anfwer her 
" internally in ghoflly underftanding. 

" As 
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" As for the manner of thefe revelations, it was the fame of 
" which we read innumerable examples, both among an- 
" tient and modern Saints. The objects of fome of them were 
" reprefented to the imagination, and perhaps alfo to the out- 
,c ward fight j fometimes they were reprefented in fleep, but 
l< mod frequently when (he was awake. But thofe which 
" were more pure, in time and withal more certain, were 
" wrought by a divine illapfe into the fpiritual part of the foul, 
" the mind and underdanding, which the devil cannot coun- 
" terfeit, nor the patient comprehend, though withal it ex- 
" eluded all doubt or fufpicion of illufion. 

" But the principal thing which I defire to recommend to 
" the reader's confideration, is the preceding occafion, and 
" fubfequent effects of thefe divine favours bedowed by Al- 
•* mighty God on his humble devout handmaid. 

" She was far from expecting, or defiring fuch unufual fu- 
" pernatural gifts. Matters dood thus with her : (he thought 
** herlelf too much unmodified in her affection to creatures, 
" and too unfenfible of our Lord's love to her. Therefore to 
" cure the former, (he requeued a ficknefs in extremity, even 
" to death, in her own and others conceit ; a ficknefs full of 
" bitter pain and anguifli, depriving her of all outward refrefti- 
" ments, and of all inward comforts alfoj which might affedl 
the fenfual portion of the foul. And for a remedy to the 
latter, (he begg'd of our Lord, that he would imprint in her 
foul, by what way he thought bed, a deep and vigorous 
conception, and refentment of thofe mod violent torments, 
" which he in his infinite love fuffer'd for her on the crofs, to 
" the end (he might be even forced to return to him a fuitablc 
" affection. 

" Yet in making thefe requeds, (he exprefs'd a perfect re- 
fignation (as to the manner) to his heavenly will. The 
only graces that (he did, and might, and fo may we, defire 

B z abfolutelyj 
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" abfolutely, without any condition, were a true and fpiritual 
" hatred and contempt of herfelf, and of all worldly, or fen- 
" fual contentments ; a perfect forrow and compunction for 
11 fins paft ; and a cordial love, and reverential fear of Al- 
u mighty God. Thefe were the gifts me defired ; and as for 
" the means of procuring thofe graces, fhe propofed the beft 
" to her feeming : yet fo, as being allured that God knew 
" what was beft for her, (he left them to his divine plcafure. 

" It was, no doubt, by divine infpiration that ftie at firft 
" made fuch petitions, both for the fubftance and manner, 
" and therefore God granted them as me defired ; yea, in a 
" manner more extraordinary than (he durft pretend to, as the 
" reader may obferve. And how wonderful the effects of 
M them were, the whole contexture of her difcourfes upon 
" each revelation will excellently demonftrate." 

Thefe are Mr. Creffy's thoughts of Juliana and her writings; 
but this author was a Prieft of her own communion : how 
far the Divines of the Church of England will correfpond 
with him in his fentiments, I leave others to determine. 




JULIANA 
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JULIANA BARNES, 

Alias B E R N E R S, 

AN Effcx Lady, was very probably born at Roding in that 
county, it being the feat where the family refided, a- 
bout the beginning of the fifteenth century. She was the 
daughter of Sir James Berners of Berners Roding, and After to 
Richard Lord Berners. Her education feems to have been 
the very beft which that age could afford, and her attain- 
ments in literature were fuch, that flic is celebrated by Bale, 
Holinfhed, and others, for her uncommon learning ; and 
likewife for her other fine accomplishments. Thefe various 
qualifications render'd her every way capable and deferving 
of the office flie bore, viz. Priorefs of Sopewell nunnery, 
which was a cell to, and very near St. Albaji's j a good part 
of the fliell of which is ftill (landing. Here flie lived in great 
efteem, and flouriflied about the year 1460. She was a very 
beautiful lady, of great fpirit, and loved mafculine exercifes, as 
hawking, hunting, Gfc. with which fports flie ufed frequently 
to recreate herfelf : and flie was fo well fkill'd in thofe inno- 
cent diverfions, that flie wrote treatifes of hawking, hunting, 
fifliing, and alfo of heraldry. Which were fo well efteemed 
that they were printed and publiflied in the very infancy of the 
art of printing. 

I could never yet fee a perfect copy of either of the old edi- 
tions of this book ; but in the notes to Mr. Hearne's preface to 
Walter Hemingford, pag. 96, 97, 1 find it thus defcribed, " Ju- 
" lion Barnes her Gentlemans Acadamie of Hawking^ Huntings 

Fijhing, 
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" Fijhing and Armorie y the arms in proper colours, printed at, 
" and called the book of St. Alban's, becaufe there firft printed. 
" A pot folio." The firft edition was printed An. 148 1, and 
afterwards at the fame place 1486, in a fmall folio. 

In the Typographical Antiquities, p. 465, I find the begin- 
ning of the book runs thus. 

" Infomuch that gentill men, and honeft perfones, have 
" grete dclite in haukyng, and defire to have the maner to take 
" haukys ; and alfo how, and in wat wyfe, they fhulde gyde 
" theym ordinateli ; and how to knaw the gentill termys in 
" communying of theyr haukys ; and to underftande theyr 
" fekenefs and enfirmitees j and alfo, to knawe medecines for 
" theym accordyng ; and many notabull termys, that ben ulcd 
" in hawkyng, both of their haukys, and of the fowlcs, that 
" their hawkys mall fley. Therefore thys book folowyng in 
" a dew forme fhewys veri knawlege of fuch plefure to gentill 
" men, <and parfonys difpofed to fe itt. 

The fccond book begins, " Here in thys booke folowyng is 
" dctermyned, the lynage of coot armuris, and how gentyl- 
" men fhal be known from ungentilmen, &c."—- The Colo- 
phon. " Here in thys boke afore are contenyt, the bokys of 
" hawkyng and huntyng, with other plefurys dyverfe, as in 
" the boke apperis ; and alfo, of coot armuris, a nobull werke. 
" And here now endith the boke of blafyng of armys, tranfla- 
41 tyt and compylyt togedyr at St. Albons, the yere from thyn- 
« carnacyon of our Lorde Jefu Chrift MCCCCLXXXVI. 
" printed in various inks." Thus far from that indubious 
collector's extracts ; who is intirely filent in regard to her being 
the author of the book. But Dr. Middleton in his Differtation 
concerning the origin of printing in England, p. 14, feems to 
give us a defer ipt ion of the very fame book j and fays, that 
after the firft book of hawking and hunting, &c. is added, 
explicit Dam Julyans Barnes in her boke of huntyng. Tho' 
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her name as he obferves is fubjoin'd to the firil part only, yet 
the whole is conftantly afcribed to her, and partes for her work. 

It ought to be remark'd, that the book of the blafwg of arms 
contains only abftracts from Nicholas Upton, who wrote four 
books De re militari et faclis illujlribus ) the laft of which treats, 
De injignibus Anglorum Nobilium : or of the Arms of the Englifi 
Nobles. At the end of this Englifli tranflation of thofe abftracts 
by yuliana Barnes are thefe words, Emprinted at the exempt 
monajiry of St. Albans. Vid. Mr. Lewis's life of Caxton, p. 148. 

By the various accounts given of this book by Dr. Middle- 
ton, Mr. Lewis and Mr. Ames, one might be eafily induced 
to believe that there were three editions of it printed in one 
year. And it does not feem improbable when 'tis confidered 
that in thofe early times of printing, they frequently wrought 
oft no more than 80 or 100 Copies j which were lbmetimes 
begun and ended in one day k . 

In the latter end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth this 
book had another impreflkm given it by G. M. which bears 
the following title, T"he Gentleman* s Acadamie : or t The Book 
of St. Alban's : containing three mojl exact and excellent Books ; 
the frfl of hawking, the fecond of all the proper terms of hunt- 
ing) and the lajl of armorie : all compiled bp Juliana Barnes, in 
the year from the incarnation of Cbrijl i486. And now reduced 
into a better method by G. M. London, 1595. 

I have confulted Sir Henry Chauncy's Hcrtfordmire, Mr. 
Willis's hiftory of abbies, and every book in which there was 
any probability of tracing out the time of her death, but with- 
out the lcaft fuccefs. However if the titles of her book may 
be depended upon, fhe was living in i486, 26 years later than 
the time mentioned by Bilhop Bale. 

( k ) Mr. Caxton tells us at the end of the copies " were begonne in onn daye, and 
RtcwfU of tlx Hiftorjt *f Trojt, that all the "alio fuuihed in onn daye." 

MARGERY 
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MARGERY KEMPE. 



9 ■ * HIS perfon, and her writings arc fo little known to the 
J_ learned world, that (he has efcaped the knowledge even 
of the indefatigable compiler of the Typographical Antiquities, 
who feems an intire ftranger to her book, which is now be- 
come fo extremely fcarce, that I can hear of no more than 
two copies extant ; one in the library at Norwich j the other 
in Trinity College library at Cambridge c , which bears the 
following title. A JIx>rt tretyfe of contemplations taught by our 
Lcrde Jefu Chryfle ; or taken out of the boke of Margerie Kempe 
of Lyn. The beginning of which is, Jhe defired many times 
that her hede. This book contains various fayings of Chrift 
(as it is pretended) to the holy women who followed him j 
and is written in the ftyle of our modern quietifts and quak- 
ers, concerning the internal love of God, perfection, &c. 

Printed at London by Wynkin de Word 4to. This printed 

book feems to 'have been an abridgment of a larger work. 
When (he died I know not: but imagining fhe lived in Edward 
the fourth's reign j I have here placed her, in order of time, 
next to the celebrated Abbefs of Sopewell. 

Weever in his Funeral Monuments in the Diocefe of Nor- 
wich, p. 752, gives us the following infcription, Orate 
Jchannis Kcmpe qui obijt 3 Julij 1459. et P r0 animabus Mar- 

garete tic Johanne & Margarete uxorum. It is very pofiible 

that one of thefe women, perhaps the latter, might be our 
author : both the time and place of burial feem to countenance 
fuch a conjecture. 

c Vid. Bp. Tanner's Bibliotheca, article Kempe. 
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COUNTESS of 

RICHMOND and DERBY. 

MARGARET Countefs of Richmond and Derby (a lady 
as great for her perfonal endowments as illuftrious in 
birth) was born at Bletihoe in Bedfordfhire, 1441 * t being 
daughter and heir of John Beaufort Duke of Somerfet, who 
was grandfon to John of Gaunt Duke of Lancafter, fourth 
fon of King Edward the third. Her mother, Margaret Beau- 
champ, was daughter and heirefs of the Lord Beauchamp 
of Powick. 

Who her preceptors were I know not, but her education 
was, according to the cuftom of that age, not very extraor- 
dinary ; yet I find fhe was a perfedt miftrefs of the French 
language, and had fome (kill in Latin : but however deficient 
her education might be, (he had abilities that could furmount 
all difficulties. For we are affurcd by Biihop Fifher *, who 
was her Confeflbr, and knew the very fccrets of her foul, that 
flic poffeft almoft all things that were commendable in a wo- 
man, either in mind or body. She had a tenacious memory, a 
quick and piercing wit, and of fuch lingular fagacity, that there 
was not any thing which was too hard for her undemanding. 

All thefe agreeable qualities added to the vaft inheri- 
tance (he was likely to pofiefs, were very powerful temp- 

4 So I find it ebferved by Mr. Fulman Corpus Chrilti college archives, 
in the 7th vol. of his MS. collections in • In his fcrmon preach'd at her funeral. 



c 



tations 



io MEMOIRS OF MARGARET 

tations to thofe of the firft rank to become fuitors for her j 
infomuch that when me was not above nine years old, the 
Duke of Suffolk ufed his utmoft endeavours to have gain'd 
and match'd her to his fon and heir. And King Henry the 
fixth folicited very earneftly for his brother Edmund, then Earl 
of Richmond. 

As Dr. Fifher ' a famous roman catholic Bifhop, and the 
great Sir Francis Bacon * a juftly celebrated proteftant writer 
have both of 'em recorded a particular ftory in relation to this 
match j I hope I fhall not incur the imputation of favouring 
fuperftition, or of being guilty of levity, if I here infert it, as 
this good lady herfelf often related it to Bifhop Fifher — " That 
" being doubtful in her mind which offer fhe fliould accept, 
" fhe advifed with an old gentlewoman (for whom /he had a 
" great regard and efteem) who recommended her to St. Ni- 
" colas, the patron of the virgins, &c. She follows her inftruc- 
" tions, and pours forth her fupplications and prayers fo effi- 
" cacioufly, that one morning, whether fleeping or waking 
" flie could not tell, there appeared unto her one in the habit 
" of a Bimop, and defired (he would accept of Edmund for 
" her hufband." Whereupon (he married Edmund Earl of 
Richmond : by which means as Bifhop Fifher obferves, (lie 
was by birth and marriage allied to thirty Kings and Queens, 
within the fourth degree either of blood or affinity j befides 
Earls, MarquilTes, Dukes and Princes. And fince her death, as 
Mr. Baker remarks, fhe has been allied in her pofterity, to thirty 
more. By this Earl (who was commonly call'd Edmund of 
Hadham) fhe had an only fon named Henry, who was born at 
Pembroke Cattle, and was afterwards King Henry the feventh : 
ibon after whofe birth the Earl departed this life, leaving 

r Funeral fermon. Edit. 1708, * Life of Hen. VII. Edit. 1622, 
pg. 8. P ng. 297. 

Henry 
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Henry his fon and heir, but fifteen weeks old j and was buried 
in the cathedral of St. David's in Wales, wkh this infcription \ 

ttnBer tbl* marble (tone bete inctofeo tcffctb tbe bone* 
of tbe noble lloeo, <£omuno €arl of iaicbnumo, fatter ano 
brotbct to Kings ; tbe \mtb neparteu out of tbifi toorlo in 
tbe pear of out Lor* #od, 1456, tbe tbtro Dap of tbe montb of 
jaowmbet; on tobofe foul Sttmigbtp 3e(u baoe inercp. amen. 

After the deceafe of the Earl of Richmond, me was mar- 
ried to Sir Henry Stafford, Knight, fccond fon to Humphrey 
Stafford the great Duke of Buckingham, by whom fhe had no 
iffue. This Sir Henry by his will 1 bearing date the fecond of 
October, 148 1. (21 E. iv.) bequeathed his body to be buried 
in the college of Pleflie in the county of Effex. And gave 
" an hundred and fixty pounds to buy 1 2 marks-worth of 
* c livelode by year, to be amortized, for the finding of an honeft 
u and fitting prieft, to fing for his foul in the faid college of 
" Pla/he, for evermore. And to his fon in law the Earl of Rich- 
'* mund, a trappur of four new horfe-harnifh of velvet. To his 
" brother, John Earl of Wiltfhire, his bay courfer; and to 
" Reynold Bray, his receiver-general, his grizeld horfe:" of 
which teftament he ordain'd Margaret Countefs of Richmond, 
his wife, his executrix. 

Soon after the death of Sir Hen. Stafford, fhe was married 
again to Thomas Lord Stanley, who was afterwards created 
Earl of Derby, the 27th of October, in the nrft year of her 
fon's reign ; which mews his approbation of this match, or 
her great influence over him. This noble Lord departed this 
life towards the latter end of the year 1 504. By his teftament k 

h Vid. Dugdale's baronage, vol. 3. 1 Baronage, vol. 1. p. 167. 
p. 237. * Baronage, vol. 3. p. *49- , , 

C 2 dated 
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dated the 28th of July, Ann. 1504, bearing then the title of 
Earl of Derby, Lord Stanley, Lord of Man, and great Con- 
dable of England ; he bequeathed his body to be buried in the 
midft of the chapel, in the north ifle of the church of the 
priory of Bourfcough, (near Lathom, in the county of Lan- 
caster) of his ancedor's foundation, where the bodies of his 
rather, mother, and other of his ancedors lay buried ; having 
provided a tomb to be there placed, with the perfonage of 
himfelf, and both his wives, for a perpetual remembrance to 
be prayed for. 

Having given this mort relation of her hulbands ; I will now 
proceed in my account of this great and good Lady. 

Her temper had fuch a natural tendency to religion and 
piety, as inclined her to every Chridian duty, which me prac- 
tifcd in a rood exemplary manner ; ihe being, as Dr. Fuller 
juftly obferved, the exacted pattern of the bed devotion thofe 
days afforded. 

The virtues of piety, chadity, humility, charity, and every 
grace that could adorn a good chridian, were confpicuous in 
her. Her piety was Co great, that (he would be at her devo- 
tion foon after five. o'clock in the morning : and with the mod 
ardent zeal went through all the religious offices appointed by 
the church of Rome j thefe, and her private devotions, were . 
fo long, and frequent, as occafioned her bodily indifpofitions. 

Her humility was fuch, that (he would often fay, " on con- 
" dition that thePrinces of Chridendom would combine them- 
" (elves and march againd the common enemy the Turks, (he 
" would mod willingly attend them, and be their laundrefs in 
" the camp V 

Bifliop Filher enumerates many more indances of her piety 
and devotion, but has however omitted one, which is token 

1 Camden's Remains, p. 271. Edit. 1657. 

notice 
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notice of by Mr. Baker, viz. " That (he was admitted into 
" the fraternity of live feveral religious houfes, (if not more) 
" Weftminfter, Crowland, " Durham, Wynbourn, and the 
" Charter-houfe at London," which, according to the notion 
of that age, as it entitled her to the prayers, fo it gave her a 
mare in the merits and good works of all thefe focieties. Nay, 
me was fo great an Alcetick, that me had mifts and girdles of 
hair : and if (he was in health (he never failed to wear one or 
the other certain days in every week ; fo that me declared to 
her Confeffor, that her flcin was often pierced therewith. 

And for her chaftity, Mr. Baker informs us, as it was un- 
fpotted in her marriage, fo in her laft hufband's days, and long 
before his death, fhe obtained a licence of him to live chafte, 
whereupon me took upon her the vow of celibacy (not other- 
wife to be commended, than as an efflux of the purity of her 
mind) from Bimop Filher's hands, in a form yet extant in the 
Regifters at St. John's college in Cambridge. For this reafon 
Mr. Baker fuppofes, that her portraiture is ufually taken in the 
habit of a Nun. 7 

Her education had tolerably well qualified her for a ftudious 
way of life. She underftood the French language perfectly, 
and had fome (kill in the Latin tongue ; but (he would often 
lament, that in her youth (he did not make herfelf a perfect 
miftrefs of it. This her affection for literature no doubt, in- 
duced her mother-in-law, the Dutchefs of Buckingham, to 
give her the following legacy in her laft will, ' M To her 
" daughter Richmond a book of Engltfh, being a legend of 
M Saints •, a book of French, called Lucun ; another book of 
" French, of the Epiftles and Gofpels \ and a Primmer with 
" clafps of lilver gilt, covered with purple velvet." This 

m Extat litcra fraternitatis five fororita- Croyland continuat. p. 519, 504, && 
ti«, dat. aan. 1502. Regr. Duadm. Hift. 0 Dugdak'i Baronage, vol. 1. p. 167. 

was 
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was a confiderable legacy (of its kind) from a Lady at that 
time, when few of her fex were taught to read, * and when 
the moll excellent art of printing was but juft dawning upon 
the world. And it is not unlikely that this was that Lady's 
whole flock of books. 

She had a fine library, which was well ftored with Latin, 
French, and Englifli books ; not collected for ornament, or to 
make a figure (as is frequently the cafe) but for uie ; in order 
to enrich her mind with a treafure of knowledge. 

She tranflated out of French into Englifli a book intitied in 
Latin, Speculum aureum peccatorum. Which bears the follow- 
ing title. The mirroure cf golde for the JinfuU fouk. The be- 
ginning of the preface informs us that " this prefent boke is 
" called the mirrour of golde to the (infill lbule, the which 
" hath ben tranflated at Parice out of Laten into Frcnflie, and 
" after the tranflacion lccn and corrected at length of many 
" clarkis, dodtours, and maifters in divinity, and now of late 
«' tranflated out of Frenche into Englisflie by the right ex- 
" cellent Princefle Margaret moder to oure foverain Lorde 
" Kingc Henry the VII. and Countefle of Richemond and 
*' Derby." And concludes with the following words, " And 
" for to know the order and maner howe to procede in 
" this lytell boke. It is to knowe it mall be divided in vii 

chapitours after the feven dayes of the weke. To thentent 
" that the fynfull foule folyed and defowlyd by fynne maye 
" in every cnapitoure have a new mirrour, wherin he may 
** beholde and confyder the face of his foule." 

• It has been obferved (by Sir Thomai Shore, the darling miftrefi of King Ed- 
More and fevcral of our hiftoriins) as ward 4. that ihe could write and read, 
in extraordinary accomplifluncnt in Jane 

Then 
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Then follows " The table. 
" Firfte of the filthenes and miferie of man. 
" The fecounde of fynnes in generalle and of their 
" effects. 

" The thyrde howe they ought haftely with all diligence 
" to do penaunce. 

" The fourth how they ought to fle the world. 

" The fyfthe of the folfe riches and vayne honourcs of 
" the worlde. 

" The fixt howe they ought to drede deth. 

" The feventh of the joyes of Paradyfe and of the payncs 
« of Hell." 

At the beginning of the firft chapter is a cut of the Prophet 
Jeremiah. 

At the beginning of the third chapter, is a cut of St. Mat- 
thew (landing, with a fpear in his right hand, and a book 
(perhaps to reprefent his gofpel) in his left. 

At the beginning of the fourth chapter, is the figure 
of St. John, an holy lamb, with a crofs as a banner. 

At the beginning of the fixth chapter, is a fort of Portico, 
in which is death ftriking a man with a dart. 

At the beginning of the feventh chapter is the reprefentation 
of the Son of God fitting, with his hands in an elevated pof- 
ture. On his right hand are two Angels, one of which is raifing 
the dead by the found of a trumpet ; on his left hand are like- 
wife two Angels, one of which is playing on a violin j at 
his feet are four Angels gathering together his elect people, 
and carrying them to Heaven in a meet. At the end of the 
book, Emprynted at London, in Fletjlrcte, at the ftgne of 
Saint George, by Richard Pynjbn, 4to. without date. But it 
appears from the preface that it was printed before the death 
of King Henry the feventh j who died in 1509. This ex- 
ceeding 
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ceeding fcarcc book ? is printed on vellum, contains 54 leaves; 
and is decorated with borders running round every page, in 
imitation of the fine illuminated old MSS. 

She alfo tranflated out of French into Englim the fourth 
book of Dr. John Gerfon's treatife of the imitation and follow- 
ing the blejfed UJe of our mo/l merciful Saviour Chrifl. It is 
printed at the end of Dr. William Atkinfon's Englim tranfla- 
tion of the three other books, (which he tells us was done at 
the efpecial commandment of this full excellent Princefs) and 
bears the following title, " Here beginethe the forthe boke of 
" the followinge Jefu Chryfte and of the contepnTge of the 
" world. Imprynted at the comaudement of the moft excel- 
" lent Prynces Margarete : moder unto our fovereyne Lorde : 
" Kinge Henry the 7. Coutes of Richemout and Darby. 
" And by the fame Prynces it was tranflated oute of Frenche 
" into Englifhe in fourme and maner enfuinge. The yere of 
" our Lord God 1504." 

In the 23d year of her fon's reign, by his commandment 
and authority, me made the orders (yet extant) for great 
eftates of Ladies and noble women, for their precedence, at- 
tires, and wearing of barbes at funerals, over the chin, and 
under the fame : which noble and good order hath been and 
is much abufed, by every mean and common woman, to the 
great wrong and dishonour of pcrfons of quality *. 

In Dr. Fuller's church hiftory ' I met with the following 
title, " Prayers printed by the commandments of the moft hye 

' I was favoured with the loan of it, known to the author of the Typographical 

by that great preferver and reftorer of an- Antiquities : and none of 'em to be met 

tiquities, the Hon. James Weft Efq. Bp. with in the Oxford libraries. 
Tanner mentions two more editions of ? Interments, 1. 3. p. 52. in coll. arm. 

this book. One printed at London by C. Margaret's ftatutes for reformation of 

John SLott, ann. 15M. The other by apparel. Vid. Sandford's Genealogical 

wink, de Word. 1526, 4*0. Both thc(e hiftory. p. 320. 
editions an- fofcarce that the former was un- • Cent. 16. Lib. 7. p. 375. 

" and 

■ - 
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44 and virtuous Princefle our -lyege Lady Elizabeth, by the 
«< grace of God Quene of England and of France, and alio the 
44 right hye and mooft noble PrinceiTe Margarett, mother to 
44 our foveraign Lord the King, &c." As I have not ieen 
this book, I am therefore ignorant whether any of the prayers 
are- of her compofing. 

To this Lady we are likewife obliged for Waltere Hyltons 
Scala perfeclionis, englijhed and printed by command of Mar- 
garet Countefs of Richmond and Derby in Will. Caxton's bom by 
JVynkyn de Worde, Anno Salutis 1584. At the end of the 
book are thefe verfes. 

44 This heavenly boke, more precyous than golde, 

44 Was late direct, wyth great humylyte, 
44 For godly plefur thereon to beholde, 

44 Unto the right noble Margaret, as ye fee, 
" The Kynges moder, of excellent bounte, 

44 Herry the feventh, that Ihu hym preferve. 
44 This myghty Prynceffe hath commanded me 

44 Temprynt this boke, her grace for to defer ve." 

And alfo for An expofition of the feven penitential Pfalms t 
compyled by the ryghte reverend fader in God, John Fijher, D.D. 
Gfr. Bijhop of RocheJler t at exhortation and Jlourying of the 
moft excellent Princefe, Margarete> &c. Imprented t &c. the 
feventb of Auguft, 1510. 

She was not only a lover of learning, but a great patronefs 
of learned men, and did all that lay in her power for the lad- 
ing advancement of literature in general, and for the propa- 
gating of religion and piety. Erafmus • fpeaks great things of 
her on the account of her munificence in the founding of her 

1 

• Vid. his life wrote by Dr. Knight, p. i j8, 

D two 
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two colleges in her life time ; whereas good works are gene- 
rally left to the management of faithlefs and corrupt executors, 
and confequcntly very often prove abortive ; but me had the 
pleafure of feeing (under the care of Bimop Fifher) the foun- 
dation of her colleges laid, and every thing advancing daily 
towards her great defign. 

An account of her foundations and donations in this way 
has been tranfmitted to us by many learned men : but I chufe 
to abridge the large one which has been given of them by 
the Rev. Mr. Baker becaufe his excellent qualifications, and 
the fair opportunities he had of examining the original deeds, 
&c. relating to her foundations, promife the greateft exaclnefs, 
and indeed ought to be look'd upon as moil authentic. 

" Her firft defign (fays this great man) was, of a perpetual 
" public lecture in Divinity : This flhe inftituted in the tenth 
" year of her fon's reign on the feaft of the Nativity of the 
" blefled Virgin* and by the original foundation, appointed 
" John Fifher, S. T. P. her firft reader" 

" She likewife gave rules and ftatutes for the choice of her 
" reader, and for the difcharge and performance of the duties 
" of his place, and endowed her lecture with twenty marks 
" per ami. payable by tlic Abbot and Convent of Weftminfter, 
" which houfe me had endowed with revenues, to the value 
" of 87/. per arm. 

" The fame 'day and year, me inftituted the reader at Ox- 
" ford, with allowance of the fame lalary, and almoft under 
" the fame rules, with that at Cambridge, and nominated and 
«« appointed John Roper, S.T.P. to be her firft reader there." 
And I muft add to Mr. Baker's account, that fhe alfo main- 

1 Preface prefixed to the funeral fermon Derby, Oft. London 1709. 
«f Margaret Counted of Richmond and » Can. fuodat. inter archivaColl. Jo. 

tained 
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tained divers poor fcholars. in this Uuiveriity, under the tuition 
of Maurice Weft bury w . 

" In the twentieth year of the fame reign, October the 30th, 
" {he founded a perpetual public preacher at Cambridge, with 
" ftipend of ten founds per ann. payable by the Abbot and 
«' Convent of Weftrninfter, whofe duty was to preach, atleaft 
" fix fermons every year, at feveral churches (fpecined in the 
" foundation) in the diocefles of London, Ely, and Lincoln, 
<c and one John Fawn, S. T. B. is appointed her firft preacher, 
" by the original foundation." But Mr. Baker obferves in a 
note at the end of his catalogue of thofe preachers " that the 
«' foundation is now altered by royal difpenlation * ; from fo 
*« many fermons ad populum in the feveral diocefles, to the 
" lame number of fermons ad clerum in the Univerfity at the 
" beginning of Eafter Term ; and fo this excellent Lady ha- 
** ving taught the ignorant whilft fuch inftru&ion was wanted, 
" the world being now wifer, me inftructs the learned both 
" in the pulpit and in the chair. 

" About this time fhe undertook the foundation of drift'? 
" College, by the advice and perfuafion of Bifhop Fifher, who, 
" after the foundrefs, by her ftatutes was appointed Vifitor for 
f ' his life. This foundation has been placed in the year 1 505, 
" the ftatutes were not given, nor the foundation perfected, 
'* till the year following." 

Mr. Baker feems to refer his readers to the foundrefles will 
for an account of its endowments : but as Dr. Fuller * has 
tranferibed them from thence, I will here fubjoin them. 

" Great and good (fays he) were the lands, which this 
" lady, by her laft will, beftow'd on this college, in feveral 
" counties. In Cambridgeshire, the manors of Malton, Mel- 

w Mag. Britannia in Oxfordftiire, p. * Black Book of the Univerfity. p. 1 1 8. 
277. y Hiftory of Cambridge, p. 90. 

■ 
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" dred, and Beach, with divers lands and tenements elfewhere 
" in that County. In Leiecftcrfliire, the manor of Ditifworth, 
" with lands and tenements in Ditifworth, Kegworth, Hathern, 
" and YVolton. In Norfolk, the Abbey of Crcyke, which was 
" in the King's hands, as dilTolvcd and extindt, fettled by the 
" Pope's authority, and the King's licence. In Eflex, the 
" manor of Royden. . In Wales, Manibire, an impropriation." 
Thus far Dr. Fuller, who tells us that it was for one mafter, 
twelve fellows, forty feven fcholars, in all lixty. 

" Having done thus much (fays Mr. Baker) for the fchools 
" of learning, (he had fome reafon to think Ihc had done 
" enough, and therefore her other Charities were intended at 
" the religious houfe at Wejlminfler y where her fon had pro- 
" jedted a fumptuous chapel for his own interment, and where 
" Ihe herfelf intended to lie. But having communicated her 
" defign to BHhop Fificr, for wife Reafons he diverted her 
" thoughts another way, and put her upon the foundation of 
" St. John's College." 

But before this good defign could be finifhed it pleafed Al- 
mighty God to take this pious lady to himfelf, who left the Care 
of her noble foundation to the management of others, with am- 
ple pofleflions to the value of four hundred pounds per arm. 
and upwards (a large fum in thofe days) to complete her defign. 

Thofe who have a defire to know how this generous under- 
taking was carried on, (which was principally done by the care 
of Biihop Fiflier) and how thofe good defigns were afterwards 
obftrufted by fome rapacious harpies of that age, may confult 
the abovemention'd authors j while I proceed in my account 
of her benefactions. 

Mr. Stowe * and from him Mr. Weever b in the very fame 
words (tho' without the leaft acknowledgment) tell us that me 

» Survey of London, p. 525, fol. b Anocnt funeral monuments, p. 49?. 
Lond. 1633. 

founded 
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founded an alms-houfe near Weftminfter Abby for poor wo- 
men. What ftipend me allow'd them neither of thofe authors 
inform us : They only obferve that the houfc was afterwards 
turned into lodgings for the finging men of the college. 

She likewife founded a free fchool at Wymbourn in Dorfet- 
fhire. 

She lived fometime at Torrington in Devonfhire j and pity- 
ing the minifter for his long walk from his parfonage-houfe to 
the church, gave him and his fucceflbrs, the manor houfe, 
and the lands belonging to it lying clofc to the church *. 

I will conclude what I have to fay of her great beneficence 
with fome Latin verfes wrote as Mr. Baker imagined by a 
Monk of Weftminfter j and for the very fame reafon as he 
did, viz. not fo much for the elegancy of the compofition, as 
becaufe they contain a very accurate account of her foundati- 
ons. 

Carmen Phalecium HendecafTillabum. 

Hie ilia eft fita Margareta Gnato 
Henrico inclita feptlmo, nepote 

f Comitifla Richmondas, 
Odtavo s Comes alta Richmond*, 

LRichmondiana Redlrix. 
Cenfum contuiit annuum duobus 
Qui docti fophiam facram cxplicarent 
I lie Oxonibus, ille Cantabrigis : 
His Collegia bina ftruxit, ambo 
Qua; * centum foveant decemque alumnos. 
Doctorem inftituit rudi popello, 
Qui Chriftum fine fine buccinetur. 

« Mag. Brit, in Devon, p. 489. * Sixty at Chriil's College, and fifty at 

St. John'*. 

Roynborni 
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Roynborni are fuo, novam tenellse 
Pubi grammatices fcholam paravit. 
Demum * hie tres monachos alit benigna, 
His ac talibus ilia viva facTtis, 
Fortunam fupcravit eminentem. 

Her life was checker'd with a variety of good and bad for- 
tune, but the greatnefs of her foul, feems to have placed her 
above the reach of either, her temper being fuch, that fhe was 
never much elated with profperity, nor deprefs'd with adver- 
iity. That which /he feem'd to be mod affected with, was 
what regarded her only fon, for whom flic had the moft ten- 
der affection. To pais over the hardrtiips (he underwent on 
his account, fhe faw him from an exile, by a wonderful turn 
of fortune, advanced to the crown of England, which yet he 
could not keep but with many ftrugglcs and difficulties : and 
when he had reigned twenty three years, and lived fifty two, 
fhe faw him (happily) releafed by death from the many infir- 
mities which generally attend old age. Whether this might 
prove a (hock too great for her, I know not j but this is cer- 
tain, that fhe furvived him but three months, and dying at 
Weftminfter on the twenty ninth day of June 1509, aged 69; 
was buried the July following, (a* appears by a note annex'd 
to her will) in King Henry the feventh's chapel. On the 
fouth fide, behind the frails of the quire, towards the eaft, 
is erected a beautiful monument of black marble (touch (lone 
fays Dr. Fuller) of moft curious workrruuifriip, being adorn'd 
with gilded brafs, arms, and an epitaph round the verge, drawn 
up by Erafmus at the requeft of Bifhop Fifher for which he 
had twenty millings given him by the univerfity of Cambridge. 
Upon this altar tomb (which is inclos'd with a grate) is placed 

* At Weftminfter. 

the 
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the ftatue of Margaret Countcfs of Richmond and Derby, in 
her robes, all of folid brafs, with two pillars on each fide of 
her, and the following infcription in capital letters. 

MARGARETAE. RICHEMONDIAE. SEPTIMI. 
HENRICI. MATRI. OCTAVI. AVIAE. QVAE. STI- 
PENDIA. CONSTITV1T. TRIB. HOC. COENOBIO. 
MONACHIS. ET DOCTORI. GRAMMATICES. APUD 
WYMBORN. PERQj_ ANGLIAM. TOTAM. DI- 
VINI. VERBI. PRAECONI. DVOB. ITEM. INTER- 
PRAETIB: LITTERAR: SACRAR: ALTER I. OXO- 
NIIS. ALTER I. CANTABRIGIAE. VBI. ET. COL- 
LEGIA. DVO. CHRISTO. ET. IOANNI. DISCIPV- 
LO. EIVS. STRVXIT. MORITVR. AN. DOMINI. 
M.D.IX. KAL. IVLII. 

The fame in Englifh. 

To Margaret of Richmond) the mother of Henry VIL and 
grandmother of Henry VIII ; who founded falaries for three 
Monks in this Convent, for a grammar -fcbool at Wymborn, and 
a preacher of God's word throughout England ; as alfo for two 
divinity-lecJurers, one at Oxford, the other at Cambridge j in 
which lajl place fie likewife built two Colleges, in honour of 
Cbrifi and bis Difciple St. John. She died in the year of our 
Lord, 1509. June 29th '. 

Mr. John Skelton the famous poet laureat employed his pen 
in drawing up an elegy upon this occaiion, when he took 
landtuary ki Weftminiter Abby, in order to fecure himfell 
from the angry refentment of Nyx Biihop of Norwich, and 



' Wcever faith the 1 2th of July, which be the day of hex burial. 
Is certainly a miftake : perhaps that might 

the 
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the dangerous difplcafurc of Cardinal Wolfey ; whom he had 
greatly offended by his fatyrical writings. But the perform- 
ance docs by no means come up to the great character given 
of his learning by Erafmus, who in an epiftlc to K. Henry 8. 
ftiles him Britannicarum Literarum lumen & deem. Perhaps 
the meannefs, and even faultinefs of it, might be owing to the 
misfortunes he then laboured under, which it is natural to 
fuppofe muft fink and deprefs his fpirits. The elegy is upon 
a tablet near to the monument, and is as follows. 

E L E G I A. 

In ferenifiimae principis & Dominae, Domina? Margoreta 
nuper comitimrnse de Derby t ftrenuiflimi Regis Henrici vn. 
Matris, funebre minifterium j per Skeltonida laureatum orato- 
rem Regium, 16 die menfis Augujli t Anno falutis 1516. 

Afpirate meis elegis pia turma fororum, 

Et Margaretam collacrymate piam. 
Hac fub mole latet Regis celcberrima Mater 

Hcnrtct magni, quam locus ifte fovet. 
Quern locus ifte facer celebri celebrat Polyandro 

Illius, en ! genetrix hac tumulatur humo. 
Cui cedat Tanaquil, [Titus hanc fuper aftra reportet.) 

Cedat Penelope cams Ulyjjis amor. 
Haec Abigail vel ut Hejler erat pietate fecunda, 

En tres jam proceres nobilitatc pares. 
Pro domina precor implora, pro principe tanta 

Flefte deum precibus, qui legis hos Apices. 
Plura referre piget, calamus torpore rigefcit, 

Dormit Maecenas, negligitur probitas : 

Ncc 
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Nec juvat, aut modicum prodeft nunc ultima vcrfu 

Fata rccenfcre (mortua, mors, rcor, eft) 
Quaeris quid decus eft ? Decus eft modo dicier hircus 

Cedit honos hirco, cedit honorque capro. 
Fallerfe, ipfe Charon, iterum furrexit Abyron, 

Et Stjgios Remos, defpicit ille tuos, 
Vivitur ex voto, mentis prsecordia tangunt 

Nulla Sepukhra ducum, nec monumenta patrum. 
Non regum, non ulla hominum labantia fato 

Tempora, nec totiens mortua turba ruens, 
Hinc ftatuo certe peritura par cere chart*, 

Seu Juvenilis ovet eximhis Satyrus. 

Diftfchon cxecrationis in fagoliodoros. 

Qui hcettt, violatve, rapit, prefens epkoma 
Hunc laceretque voret, Cerberus abfque mora. 

Hanc tecum llatuas, dominam, precor, O fetor orbis, 
Qui regnas rutilans Rex line fine manens. 

CALOft ACATON CVM ARETA RE IN PA. 
Thefe words feem to be a mixture of Greek and Latin thus, 

KAAON ArAeON XTN APETA REQUIESCAT 
IN PACE. Or perhaps RE IN PArva. 

An ELEGY. 

Upon the funeral of the moft ferene Princefs and Lady, the 
Lady Margaret, late Countefs of Derby, mother to the moft 
puiflant King Henry the feventh: By Skelton, the Kings 

E poet 
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poet laureat, the fixteenth day of Auguft, in the year of our 
falvation 1516. 

Infpire my elegy, ye Hicred nine, 
For pious Marg'ret mix your tears with mine. 
Within this pile a King's fam'd mother lies j 
Henry, who in yon ftately edifice 
In fplcndor lives with many a noble Peer, 
'Tis his grand prent lies inhumed here. 
Queen .Tanaquil's exalted mind and birth, 
(Whom Livy's pen extolls 'bove all on earth) 
Fall fliort ot Marg'rets j ev'n Penelope 
Was lefs renown'd for chaftity, than /he : 
Prudent as Abigail, King David's wife j 
As Hefter bold, in hazarding her life 
To plead her people's caufe ; refembling three 
The nobleft Princefles in hiftory. 

Reader, I pray, whoe'er thou art, thy tears 
For fuch a Princefs offer, and thy pray'rs. 
Grief forbids more j — To write I lifllefs try, "\ 
Since our great benefactrefs here doth lie, C 
And all regard is loll for probity. j 
For now to fing of death it fcarce avails ; 
Ev'n death itfelf to ftartle finners fails. 
D'you afk, what modern honour means ? 'Tis this, 
Inftead of virtue, 'tis lafcivioufnefs. 
The virtuous die, it's true, but they mall rife 
Again to praifc, and Charon's pow'r defpife. 
Men now live, as they lift ; nothing can dart, 
Or make the leaft impreffion on their heart - t 
No fepulchres of Dukes, no monuments 
Of Kings or Senators, no precedents 
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Of pall or frequent funerals, have the pow'r 
T'affright the prefent age from finning more. 
To write what none will e'er regard 'tis vain, 
As Juvenal avers j fo I'll refrain. 

The execrating diftich, &c. 

He that defaces, fpoils, or takes away 1 
This fcript, may Satan fnatch him as his prey > 
Forthwith, and on him all his rage difplay. J 

Thou great illuftrious ruler of the fky, 
Who mad'ft the world and reign'ft eternally; 
Gracious admit this Princefs to thy throne, 
Renown'd for fev'ral virtues, like thy own. 




QUEEN 
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QUEEN 

CATHERINE, 

* 

WI F E of King Henry the eighth, commonly called 
Catherine of Spain, to diftinguifh her from his other 
Queens of that name, was the youngeft of the four learned 
daughters 1 of Ferdinand of Aragon, ftxth King of Spain, and 
of Ifabella Queen of Caftile, who took fuch proper and com- 
mendable care of her education, that (lie became, as one of 
the beft Judges of literature h of that, or any age obferves, not 
only the molt pious, but moft learned woman of the time ; 
for which likewife me has been frequently celebrated by Lu- 
dovicus Vives. 

In the eighteenth year of her age, and on the fourteenth 
day of November, 150 1, the was married to Arthur Prince of 
Wales, eldeft fon of King H«nry the feventh, with whom me 
lived four months and nineteen days. Prince Arthur dying 
April 2d, 1 502, ihe was foon after contracted to Henry Prince 
of Wales, afterward King Henry the eighth, younger brother 
to Prince Arthur, not then twelve years of age " The fe- 
M cret providence of God (faith the famous Lord Vcrulam) 

« Joanna (one of her fillers) was mar- a progrefs thro' the fevcral towns and cities 

ried to Philip Arch-dukc of Aultria, Duke of her dominions. 

of Burgundy, &c. and by his wife King of h Erafmu* in Epift. Vergarx. Ac P. 

S,>ain. She anfwered extempore in Latin, Bombatio. 

the orations made to her in that Wnguc in I Bacoj»'» life of Henry VII. p. 207. 

" ordaining 
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« ordaining that marriage, to be the occaiion of great events 
" and changes." Notwithftanding this contract, the Prince 
at fourteen years of age made a public protection againft it k : 
yet, being overcome by the advice of his council, he was mar- 
ried to her June 3d, immediately after he began his reign, and 
they were both crowned by Dr. War ham, Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, June die 2 5th, 1 509. 

The agreeablenefs 1 of her perfon, fweet difpofition, and 
many other excellent qualifications kept her almoit twenty 
years in the King's good graces : a mod convincing proof of 
her admirable accomplifhments, and great fkill in making them 
appear to the beft advantage ; fince upon the ftricTsft fcrutiny 
there will be kmnd bat very few, who did not in half that 
time, not only loie his affecTion, but felt the lata! effects of 
his fury. 

She was not only learned herfelf, but was a patronefs 
of learned men, particularly the celebrated Ludovicus Vives, 
and the great Erafmus : The former of whom flie employed 
to draw up fbme familiar inftruftions to direct her daughter 
(the Priacefs Mary) in the ftudy of the Latin tongue j which 
he did accordingly, explaining and fupplying in many places 
the obscurities and omiflions of former Grammarians. This 
cfiay is dedicated to the Queen by an epiftle dated from Ox- 
ford, Non. Oft. J 523, as written by her command, and bears 
the following title, De Ratione Studii Puerilis He alfo, 

k A copy of this proteAation is pub- amiable-—, what authority they had for 

/ifhed in speed's Chron. p. 764. Ed. this, 1 know not. But Mr. Speed a Lon- 

t6it. doner, and one who lived many years 

' Dr. Heylin, in his Hirtory of the Re- nearer her time than either of the Doftors ; 

formation, part 2. p. Si, and Dr. Fuller and might poffibly have had feveral De- 

in his Church Hiftory, book c . p. 206, fcriptions of her from thofc who knew her, 

tell us that nature had not been over ftilcs her King Henry's beauteous Queen, 
bountiful to her perfon, by which they in- m Vid. Wood's Athenae Oxooicnfcs, 

finnate to their waders that it was not very vol. i . col. 64. Ed. 1 72 1 . 

the 
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the fame year dedicated to this learned Princefs his book enti- 
tuled De Injii tut tone Femirue Chri/iiana, lib. 3. The Queen 
being truly fenfiblc of thofe favours (perhaps in return) to add 
grace and honour to him, was fo extreamly condefcending as 
to be one of his auditors, when he read the Cardinal's lecture 
of Humanity, in the Hall at Chrift Church College, which 
he had juft then founded : And conftituted him tutor for the 
Latin tongue, to the young Lady Mary her daughter. 

Vofiius in his treatife De Pbilologia " and feveral other fo- 
reign authors allure us that me wrote Meditations upon the 
Pfalms. Alfo, a book of The Lamentation of a Sinner. This 
ieems to be a miftake ; fince it is very certain that Qj_Kathe- 
rine Parr wrote two books bearing the very fame titles, as may 
be obferved in the account of her. But there are two letters 
from this Queen to K. Henry, printed in Bp. Burnet's hiftory 
of the reformation ; and in Livy's life of Henry 5th. One is 
to the King (then in France) about the victory over the Scots 
an. 1 51 3. The other to defire his Majefty to permit her to 
lee her daughter the Lady Mary. 

The concife method propofed in drawing up of thefe Me- 
moirs, will not permit me to enter upon the long and tedious 
affair of her divorce : the judgments and determinations of 
foreign Univerfities upon it : and the final decifion of it here at 
home : which will be the more eafily excufed, as it has been 
amply handled by a confiderable number of our hiftorians. 

n " Anno 1533 Catherina, AngHxRc- ry : his words are, " CATHERINA 

" gina, mate rt era Caroli V. Imperatoris, " Anglorum Regina, Henrici VIII. uxor 

*' dimifla eft ab marito Henrico VIII. Ac " primum, deindc D. Thomas Seymour 

*' triennio poll obiit. Hxc rcliquit Mtdi- " avunculi Regis Kdvardi fcxti, omnium 

" tathnti in Pfatmci : item librum dt la- " bonarum artium pcritifuma, adeo pro- 

" vuntaiitnt ftccatorh : ut eft apud Ifen- " fecit in facris literis, ut & Miditatiowtm 

'• grinium. Vid. de natura artium, Sivc " /* P/almot librum, & Dt Uuntntationt 

" de Philologia, p. 36. Printed in the " feccatoru volumen confcribcrct." See 

" third vol. of bis works. Amfterdam, Eifcngrcin's Catalogue Trfiiunt vtritatii t 

" 1697." But Ifengrein afferts the contra- ISc. f. 201. i?///*j<r, 1565. 4W." 

Yet 
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Yet I cannot forbear transcribing her fhort but comprehenfive 
fpeech to Cardinal Wolfey (who had been very bufy in thofe 
affairs, affuming to himfelf as great at leaft if not a greater 
/hare in this, than in any other tranfactions of that turbu- 
lent reign) when he urged her fubmiffion to the King's plea- 
fure t which fpeech was in the following words \ m " Of thefe 
" mymiferies I canaccufe none but you my Lord of York: 
" becaufe I could not away with your monftrous pride, ex- 
" ceffive riot, whoredom, and intolerable oppreffion, therefore 
" do I now fuffer. And becaufe my Nephew the Emperor 
" did not iatisfy your infatiable ambition to advance you to 
" the Papacy, you threatened to be revenged on him and his 
" friends. And you have perform'd your promife : you have 
" been the plotter of the wars againft him, and raifed this 
" doubt againft me." 

The affair of the divorce being determined againft her, fhe 
retired to Kimbolton caftle in Huntingdonfliire ; where (he led 
a life of conftant devotion and remarkable aufterity. Her hu- 
mility was fuch, that fhe never offered up her devotions (faith 
Dr. Fuller) but on her bare knees. The whole courfe and 
manner of her devotions are thus defcribed by Cauflin in the 
third tome of his Holy Court, p. 92. — " This Queen (fays 
" he) only attended the affairs of heaven, and had already fo 
" little in her of earth, that fhe fhewed in all her deportments, 
u to be made for another manner of crown than that of Great- 
<f Britain. She for the moil part (hut up herfelf in monafteries 
" of virgins, and rofe at midnight to be prefent at mattins* 
" She was cloathed from five of the clock, not decked like 
" a Queen, but contented with a fimple habit, faying the beft 
" time mould be allowed to the foul, fince it is the better part 
" of our felves. When fhe had the poor habit of Saint Francis 



• Dr. Knights life of Erafmus. p. 2 J4. 

" under 



32 MEMOIRS OF 

" under her garments, which (he commonly ware, (he reput- 
'« ed herfelf brave enough. The Frydays and Saturdays were 
" ever dedicated by her to abftinence, but the eves of our 
" Lady's feafts (he fafted with bread and water : (he railed 
« not to confefs on Wednefdays and Frydays, and in a Time 
« when communions were very feldom me had recourfe thete- 
w unto every Sunday. In the forenoon (he continued fix 
" hours in prayer j after dinner (he read two whole hours the 
" lives of faints, and fpeedily returned to church from whence 
■ (he departed not till night drave her thence—." 

Erafmus » had conceived an high opinion of this excellent 
Princefs, whom he calls the beft: of women ; dedicating to 
her his book of Chrifiian Matrimony, as beft fuiting both her 
piety and circumftances ; flie having fo well behaved herfelf 
in that (late, till divorced by the King her hufband ; knowing 
then how unjuftly and barbaroufly (he was ufed in that affair ; 
he wrkes a confolatory epiftle to her in a moft chriftian ftyle, 
to liipport her Under this affliction, and by fome expreflions in 
it (eems to hint at what was then in agitation relating to that 
affair, putting her in mind of a marriage which is indilfoluble, 
and that the afflictions (he might meet with in this world, 
would have a happy iffue as to her better part ; that as (he had 
caft anchor on him who could never fail her, even in the 
greatefl extremity, fo he would not have her much concerned 
at any thing that had happen'd or could happen to her. The 
whole epiftle is excellently adapted to her cafe and circum- 
ftances. 

Bp. Burnet and Mr. Strype obferve, that (he was much dif- 
quieted in her recefs becaufe (he would not lay down her title 
of Queen. Many of her fervants were put from her on that 
account ; but (he would accept of no lervice, from any that 

* Vid. Life of Erafmuj. p. 251. 

. did 
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did not ufe her as a Queen, and call her fo. The King fent 
to her frequently, to perfwade her to more compliance : But 
(he flood her ground, and faid, lince the Pope had judged 
her marriage good, fhe would lofe her life before fhe did any 
thing in prejudice of it. She had the jointure that was affigned 
her, as Princefs Dowager > and was treated with the refpecl: 
due to that dignity, but all the women about her ftill called her 
Queen. 

Her conftitution being confumptive, her fpirits funk and 
deprefs'd by afflictions $ and the fituation fhe was in being 
neither healthy nor commodious, fhe deiired leave to come 
nearer London ; but the King would not grant her requeft j he 
chofe rather to remove her to Fotheringay caitle, where pre- 
paration was made for her reception : But when it was propo- 
fed to her, me plainly faid, (he would never go thither, unlefs 
fhe was carried as a prifoner, bound with ropes. 

After three years continuance at Bugden and Kimbolton, 
fhe fell dangeroufly ill the latter end of December 1 53 5. The 
King being informed thereof, inftantly fent Euftachius Caputius, 
L.L.D. her nephew the Emperor's embaffador, to pay her a 
vifit, with his compliments, who very readily obey'd his Ma- 
jefly's commands, and gave her the beft confolation he could. 

About fix days after being very weak, and finding the time ' 
of her diflblution drawing on apace, fhe ordered one of her 
Gentlewomen (faith Holinfhed) to write a letter to the King, 
which fhe herfelf dictated. The Letter as preferved by 
Cauffin, r is as follows. 

" My King and deareft fpoufe, infomuch as already the 
*' hour of my death approacheth, the love and affection I bear 
" you caufeth me to conjure you to have a care of the eternal 

* Vii. HoUnihsd's Chronicle, Vol. 2. this letter in his Hiftory of the Reformi- 
p. 1 564. tion, part 2. p. 9. which differs in fome 

' Ut. Hcylin has given at a copy of circum&anccs from this. 

F " falvation 
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" lalvation of your foul, which you ought to prefer before 
" mortal things, or all worldly bleflings. It is for this im- 
" mortal fpirit you muft neglect the care of your body, for 
" the love of which you have thrown me headlong into many 
" calamities, and your own ielf into infinite dulurbances. But 
u I forgive you with all my heart, humbly befeeching Al- 
•« mighty God, he will in Heaven confirm the pardon I on 
" earth give you. I recommend unto you our molt dear Mary, 
" your daughter and mine, praying you to be a better father 
** to her, than you have been a hufband to me. Remember 
« 4 alfo the three poor maids, companions of my retirement, as 
" likewife all the reft of my fervants, giving them a whole 
" years wages befides what is due, that fo they may be a little 
** recompcnced for the good fervice they have done me, pro- 
" tefting unto you in the conclufion of this my letter and life, 
«« that my eyes love you, and defire to fee you, more than 
" any thing mortal." 

The reading of this letter drew tears from the King, which 
bo doubt were increafed by the news of her death, which 
happened a few days after at Kimbolton on the 8th day of 

January, I535* 6 > a g ed 5 2 - 

In the time of her ficknefs flie made her will ' ; and ap- 
pointed her body to be buried in a Convent of Obfervant Fryars, 
who had done, and fuffered much for her : and ordered five 
hundred maJTes to be faid for her foul j and that one mould go 
a pilgrimage to our Lady of Walfingham, and give twenty 
nobles ' by the way to the poor. She gave confiderable lega- 
cies to the chief of her fervants ; and defired the King to caufe 
ornaments for the Church to be made of her gowns to ferve 

• See it printed to the appendix to the Ues : but by what authority I know not. 
i ft Vol. of Mr. Stiypc'i \femorials Ecclc- See his Hiftory of the Reformation, VoKI. 
ftaftical, pages 169, 170. p. 192. 

• Bishop ouroet lays two hundred so- 

the 
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the Convent where ihe would be buried. The King was fo 
obfequious in obferving and fulfilling the requeft in her letter, 
that he ordered the greateft part or her goods, amounting to 
five thoufand marks, to be expended on her funeral, (as Dr. 
Hcylin remarks ■) and in the recompencing fuch of her fer- 
vants as had beft deferved it. But he would not permit her 
remains to be buried as me defired, perhaps more to (hew his 
refentment to that religious order, who had been fuch hearty 
advocates for the Queen in the affair of her divorce, than in 
oppofition to her will. However, the King ordered that (he 
fhould be interred in the Abbey Church at Peterburgh with 
the fblcmnity due to her high birth : And {he was buried there 
betwixt two pillars on the north-fide the choir, near to the 
great altar : Her hearfe was covered with a black velvet pall, 
crofled with white cloth of filver, which was afterwards 
changed for one of black Say ; but all was fwept clean away 
in the time of the grand rebellion, anno 1643 w . A noble pen 
tells us ", that in intuition to her corps, King Henry not only 
ipared the Abbey Church, at the general diflblution of reli- 
gious houfes, but alfo advanced it to the dignity of a Ca- 
thedral. 

• Hiftory of the Reformation, part II, dra! Church of Peterburgh, p. 57.' 
page 9. * Lord Herbert's Hiftory of the Life 

7 Sec G union's Hiftory of the Cathe- and Reign of King Henry VIII. p. 433. 
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ELIZABETH LUCAR, 

THE daughter of Mr. Paul Withypoll, was born in 
London in the year 1510. She had a very polite and 
liberal education given her by her father ; and having an excel- 
lent natural genius, (he became exquifitely fkilful in all kinds 
of needle-work ; was a curious calligrapher j very knowing in 
arithmetic j an adept in fcveral forts of mufick } and likewife 
a complete miftrefs of the Latin, Italian, and Spanifh tongues : 
all which attainments were acquired at the age of twenty-fix. 

I can fay nothing more concerning her than what her monu- 
mental infcription informs me j which tho' a rude compofition 
I will here exhibit, as it was engraved on a plate of brafs in 
the fouth ifle of the parim Church of St. Michael in Crooked- 
lane London r j being unwilling to omit anything that may 
preferve the memory of fo ingenious a perfon. 

3Et)erp C&rHHan fccart feeftetb to ertoll 
Cbe &iotp of tte totO, out onelg EU&cemer: 
CQbereforc Dame JFame mull nccw inroll 
IPaul M3itbppoll W Ctiioc, bp lotie arm Bature, 
(ZElijabetb, tfce CQifc of (Emanuel Lucar, 
3in tobom toa0 Dcclareo tfce gootmcfe of tfjc Lotto, 
Witb manp fngb tjertue*, tofcicb truelp 31 totU recorD. 

§be torougfct all jQeeototoorta tfmt ©Bomen eretcffe, 
Sflttolpen, JFrame, or^toole, all IPiftutea artificial, 
Curious mot*, or Cratles, tofrat fancp coulo oemfe, 

* Sec Stow i Survc\ of London, pages 239, 240. Edit, in Fol 1633. 

ism*, 
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36eaa*, lBfrM, or jFlotoeta, eoen a0 tbing* natural : 
Cfrrec manner banD0 toulo u)e torite tbem faire all, 
Co fyeake of aigorifm, ot account0 in enerp fetyion, 
ffif teamen, feto like r3l tbfnk) in all tbi* Nation, 

Dame cunning bee gaoe a gift tigbf excellent, 

Cbe gooolp practice of bet Science judical, 

In omen tongue0 to ling, ana plap ttutb Inftrument, 

TBotb enial ano Hute, ano alfo fcitginail % 

jftot onlp upon one, but excellent in all, 

JFor all otber oertue0 belonging to jQatuta 

#oo bet appointeo a uerp perfeft creature, 

tatine ano %pani(b> ano alfo Italian, 

<£be fpake, totit, ano rcao, toitb petfeft utterance * 

ano for tbe &ngtifb, Qje tbe Mariano toan, 

In Oarnc Ipruoence ^cfcoole, bp 0race0 puroegance, 

CObicb cioatfjeo per toitb tiirtue0, from nakeo Ignorance:: 

meaning tbe ©cuptutea, to jiiDge ligbt from Darke, 

2)irefting ber jFaitb to Cbtffl, tbe onlp Q&arke. 

Cbe faio GHjabetb oeceafco tbe a 9 tb tap of ©Sober, 
3n. £>om. 1537, of peeres not tulip 27. Cm* $tone ano all 
iicreon containeo, maBe at tbe coft of tbe faio Emanuel, 
^crcbam-Caplor. 
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MARGARET ROPER. 



f ■ * HIS learned, ingenious and virtuous Lady was born in 
J_ London (perhaps in Buckler's-bury, where her father 
refidcd) about the year 1508 j and was the eldeft daughter of 
the famous Sir Thomas More, Lord High-Chancellor of Eng- 
land, and of Jane his wife j who was one of the polite and 
amiable daughters of Mr. John Coke of Newhall in Eflex. 

Few perfons knew the value of learning better than Sir 
Thomas : He poflefled a large (hare of it himfelf > and like a 
wife Philofopher preferred knowledge to all other riches. Nei- 
ther was he of that illiberal, narrow-fould way of thinking to 
make learning the property of men alone, rightly judging that 
if the reflections commonly made on the want of capacity in 
women were really true, they might rather afford an additional 
argument for their having all the improvement of education of 
which they are capable: for befides the mere ornament of 
letters, fince none can poflibly perform their duty without un- 
derstanding it ; 'tis reafonable to expect that thofe will perform 
it in the beft manner, whofe improved understandings give 
them a clearer knowledge of it. It muft be confeued that 
many valuable excellences are found unattended with literary 
improvement, but then they are feldomer found j and when 
they are, can never be exerted with the fame advantage. 

But perhaps, Sir Thomas's own fentiments on this affair 
may not be unacceptable to the reader, who in an elegant La- 
tin poem advifes his friend in the choice of a wife to overlook 
wealth and beauty, and if he defires a happy life, to join himfelf 
with a woman of virtue and knowledge. His words on this 

laft 

**** *■ 
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iaft head are as follow \ " May you meet with a wife who 
" is not always ftupidly filent, nor always prattling nonfence ! 
" May (he be learned, if poflible, or at leafr capable of being 
*« made fo ! A woman thus accomplished will be always draw- 
" ing ientences and maxims of virtue out of the bed authors 
" of antiquity. She will be herfelf in all changes of fortune,. 
*' neither blown up in profperity, nor broken with adverfi ty. 
*' You will find in her an even, chearful, good-humoured 
«' friend, and an agreeable companion for life. She will in- 
" fufe knowledge into your children with their milk, and 
" from their infancy train them up to wifdom. Whatever 
" company you are engaged in you will long to be at home, 
" and retire with delight from the fociety of men, into the 
" bofom of one who is fo dear, fo knowing and fo amiable. 

If (he touches her lute, or fings to it any of her own com- 
" pofitions, her voice will footh you in your folitudes, and 
" found more fweetly in your ear than that of the Nightingale. 
" You will fpend with pleafure whole days and nights in her 
«' convention, and be ever finding out new beauties in her 

difcourfe. She will keep your mind in perpetual ferenity, 
" reftrain its mirth from being dUTolute, and prevent its melan- 
** choly from being painful. 

" Such was doubtlefs the wife of Orpheus, for who would 
ir have undergone what he did to have recovered a foolilh 
u bride ? Such was the daughter of Ovid, who was his rival 
" in poetry. Such was Tullia, as fhe is celebrated by the 
" moil learned and moft fond of fathers. And fuch was the 
" mother of the two Gracchi, who is no lefs famous for ha- 
" ving been their inftru&or, than their parent." 

■ Thofe who have an inclination to fee 1566. And what it here transcribed in 
die poem inure, may find it in Sir Tho- the fecond volomc of the Guardian, pages 
mas s Latin works, Fol. 26. Ed. Lovain, 307,308. 

And 
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And fuch invaluable wives did this learned and judicious 

Knight intend his daughters mould be, as is evident from the 
extraordinary care he took of their education : for he procured 
feveral of the greateft men of the age to inftrucl them in all 
kinds of polite literature ; in which they became fo very emi- 
nent, that the fame of their learning could not be confined to 
our own country, but fpread itfelf throughout all Europe j Sir 
Thomas More's houfe being reputed a little Academy. I can- 
not forbear tranferibing Erafmus's account of it \ M More 
u hath built (faith he) near London upon the Thames fide, (at 
** Chelfey) a commodious houfe neither mean nor fubjedt to 
t( envy, yet magnificent enough : there he converfeth affably 
" with his family, his wife, his fon and daughter-in-law, his 
M three daughters, and their hufbands, with eleven grand- 
c{ children ; there is not any man living fo loving to his chil- 
M dren as he, and fuch is the excellence of his temper, that 
11 whatfocver happeneth that could not be prevented, he loveth 
M it as though nothing could happen more happily. You 
M would fay there was in that place Plato's Academy ; but I 
*' do the houfe an injury in comparing it to Plato's Academy, 
" wherein there was only difputations of numbers and geome- 
M trical figures, and fometimes of moral virtues. I mould ra- 
w ther call his houfe a fchool or univerfity of Chriftian religion; 
" for there is none therein but readeth or ftudieth the liberal 
" fciences ; their efpecial care is piety and virtue ; there is no 
" quarrelling or intemperate words heard, none feen idle ; 
" which houfhold difcipline that worthy gentleman doth not 
€< govern by proud words, but with all kind and courteous 
u benevolence ; every body performcth his duty, yet is there 
u always alacrity, neither is fober mirth any thing want- 
« ing, &c." 

■ More'i Life of Sir Thomw More, old Edit. p. i»o. 

But 
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But to return to Mrs. Roper. She Teems to have had all things 
that either art or nature could give her to make her perfect. 
She had a ready wit, quick conception, tenacious memory, a 
fine imagination, and was very happy in her fentiments and 
way of exprefling herfelf upon all occafions. 

Sir Thomas took the greateft care that can be conceived in 
cultivating thofe abilities ; for he procured fome of the beft 
linguifts «f that age, as Dr. Clement and Mr. Will. Gonell, to 
teach her the learned languages ; and other great mailers, viz. 
Mr. Drue, Mr. Nicolas, and Mr. Richard Hart, to inftruct 
her in the liberal arts and fciences. Under the tuition of thofe 
eminent men me became a perfect miftrefs of the Greek and 
Latin tongues j and well acquainted with Philofophy, Aftro- 
nomy, Phyfic, Arithmetic, Logic, Rhetoric and Mufic. 

As feveral of her father's letters relate chiefly to her progrefs 
in learning, I will here give tranfcripts of fome of them, 
believing it will be a more agreeable way of enlarging on this 
diftinguifhed character, as well as the beft teftimony of the 
truth of it. 

John Voyfey, alias Harman, Bifhop of Exeter, a learned 
and wife man, and the politeft Prelate of that age, was pleafed 
beyond expreftion with fome of her compofitions, as appears 
from the following cpiftle fent by Sir Thomas to this his en- 
tirely beloved daughter fc . 

" Thomas More fcndeth hartie greeting to his deareft daugh- 
" ter Margarett. I will let pafle to tell you, my fweeteft daugh- 
" ter, how much your letter delighted me ; you may imagine 
** how exceedingly it pleafed your father, when you under- 
«« ftande what affection the reading of it caufcd in a ftranger. 
«' It happened me this evening to fitt with John Lo. Bifhop 



> Vid. Mr. More'* Life of Sir T. More, p. 186. 

G 
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" of Exeter, a learned man } and by all mens judgement, a 
*' moft fincere man : as we were talking together, and I tak- 
*« ing out of my pockett a paper, which was to the purpofe 
" we were talking about, I pulled out by chance therewith 
«« your letter. The hand writing pleating him, he took it 
" from me and looked on it 5 when he perceived it by the 
" Salutation to be a womans, he beganne more greedily to 
«• read it, noveltie inviting him thereunto : but when he had 
" read it, and under ftood that it was your writing which he 
" never could have believed, if I had not ferioufly affirmed 
«* it j fuch a letter, I will fay no more j yet why mould not 
« I report that which he fayd unto me ? fo pure a ftile, fo 
" good latine, fo eloquent, fo full of fweete afteclions ; he 
" was marveloufly raviflied with it; when I perceived that, I 
" brought forth alio an oration of yours, which he reading, 
«« and alfo many of your verfes, he was fo moved with the 
" matter fo unlooked for, that the verie countenance and 
u gefture of the man free from all flatterie and deceipt, be- 
«« wrayed that his mind was more than his words could utter, 
" although he uttered manie to your greate praiie ; and fbrth- 
" with he drew out of his pockett a Portugue, the which 
•* you (hall receive enclofed herein. I could not pofiibly 
•* (hune the taking of it, but he would needs fend it unto 
" you, as a (ign of his dear affcclion towards you, although 
" by all means I endeavoured to give it him againe ; which 
" was the caufe I (hewed him none of your other filler's 
" works, for I was afraid left I mould have been thought to 
" have (hewed them of purpofe, becaufe he mould beftowe 
" the like courtefie upon them ; for it troubled me fore that I 
" muft needs take this of him : but he is fo worthie a man, 
" as I have faid, that it is a happineflc to pleafe him thus ; 
'* write carefully unto him and as eloquently as you are able, 



Digitized by Google 



MARGARET ROPER. 43 

<f to .give him thanks therefore. Farewell from the court this 
u 11th of September, even almoft at midnight." 

Cardinal Poole alfo was as great an admirer of her, as may 
be learned from another letter of Sir Thomas «. 

" I cannot exprefte in writing, nor fcarccly can conceyve it 
'* by thought, how gratefull to me your moft eloquent letters 
4 * deare Margarett are. Whilft I was reading them, there hap- 
" pened to be with me Reinald Poole, that moft noble youth, 
«• not fo noble by birth as he is Angularly learned, and excei- 
" lentiy endewed with all kind of virtue ; to him your letter 
" feemed as a miracle ; yea before he underftood how near 
" you were befett with die mortnefs of time, and the mo- 
" leftation of your weak infirmitie, having notwithftanding 
" fent me fo long a letter. I could fcarce make him believe, 
" but that you had fome help from your maifter, untill I told 
" him ferioufly that you had not only never a maifter in your 
" home, but alfo never another man, that needed not your 
" Jselp rather in writing anie thing, then you needed his. In 
" the mean time I thought with myfelf how true I found that 
" now, which once I remember I fpoke unto you in jeafte, 
" when I pittied your hard happe, that men that read your 
" writings, would fufpe& you to have had help of fome other 
" man therein 5 which would derrogatt fomewhat from the 
" praifes due to your workes ; feeing that you of all others 
" deferve leaft to have fuch a fufpition had of you, for that 
" you never could abide to be decked with the plumes of 
" other birds. But you fweet Megg, are rather to be praifcd 
" for this, that feeing you cannot hope for condigne praife of 
« your labours, yet for all thb you go forward with this your 



e Vid. Ltfc of Sir T. More. p. ox. 

G 2 " invincible 
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" invincible courage, to joyne with your virtue the know- 
" ledge of moft excellent fciences ; and contenting yourfelf 
" with your own pleafure in learning, you never hunt after 
" vulgar praifes, nor receive them willingly, though they be 
" offer'd you. And for your Angular pietie and love towards 
" me, you efteem me and your hufband a fufficient and ample 
*' theatre for you to content you with ; who in requitall of this 
" your affection befeech God and our Ladie with as heartie 
" praiers as poflibly we can poure out, to give you an eafie 
" and happie child birth, to encreafe your familie with a child 
" moft like your felf, except only in fex j yet if it be a wench; 
" that it may be fuch a one, as would in time recompence by 
" imitation of her mother's learning and virtues, what by the 
" condition of her iexe may be wanting, fuch a wench I 
" mould preferre before three boys. FareweJJ deareft daugh- 
V ter." 

The great pleafure Sir Thomas took in his daughters learn- 
ing j and their uncommon afliduity in the profecution of their 
ftudies may be collected from the following moft affectionate 
letter \ 

" Thomas More fcndeth greeting to his moft dear daugh- 
" ters Margaret, Elizabeth, and Cecilia, and to Margarett 
Gigs as deare to him as if (he were his own. I cannot fuffi- 
ciently expreffe, my bcft beloved wenches, how your elo- 
" quent letters have exceedingly pleafed me, and this is not 
" the leaft caufe, that I underftande by them, you have not 
" in your journeys, though you change places often, omitted 
" anic thing of your cuftome of exercifeing yourfelves, either 
" in making of declamations, compoUng of vtrfcs, or in your 

p. 179. 

« logick 
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" logick exercifes j by this I perfwade myfelf, that you dear- 
" ly love me, becaufe I fee you have fo great a care to pleafe 
" me by your diligence in my abfence, as to performe thefe 
" things, which you know how gratefull they are to me in 
«« my prefence. And as I finde this your minde and affection 
« c fo much to delight me, fo will 1 procure that my return 
«« fhall be profitable unto you. And perfwade yourfelves that 
«« there is nothing amongft thefe my trouble fome and carefull 
•* affairs that recreateth me fo much, as when I read fome- 
" 'what of your labours, by which I underftande thofe things 
•« to be true, which your mod loving maifter writeth fo loving- 
«« ly of you, that unlefs your own epiflles did fhew evidently 
" unto me, how earnefi your defire is towards learning, I 
" mould have judged that he had rather written of affection 
" then according to the truth : but now by thefe that you 
" write, you make him to be believed, and me to imagine 
'* thofe things to be true of your wittie and acute difputations, 
'« which he boafteth of you almoft above all beliefe : I am 
u therefore marvelous defirous to come home, that we may 
" hear them, and fet our fchollar to difpute with you, who is 
" flow to believe, yea out of all hope or conceipt to find you 
" able, to be anfwerable to your maifters prayfes. But I hope, 
" knowing how fleadfaft you art in your affections, that you 
" will fhortly overcome your maifter, yf not in difputing, at 
" leafl in not leaving of your ftrife. Farewell dear wenches. 

How much Sir Thomas was delighted with Mrs. Roper's 
fine manner of writing, may be flill farther feen by the fol- 
lowing letter \ 

" You afke moneye, deare Megg, too fhamefully and fear- 
^ fully of your father, who is both deiirous to give it you, and 



? Ibidem, p. 183. 
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" your letter hath defcrvcd it, which I could find in my heart 
" to recompence, not as Alexander did by Cherilus, giving 
" him for every vcrfe a Phillipine of golde j but if my abi- 
*• litie were anfwerable to my will, I would beftowc two 
<l crownes of pure golde for every tillable thereof. Here I 
tc fend you as much as you requefted, being willing to have 
♦* fent you more ; but that as I am glad to give, fo I am deli- 
" rous to be aflced and fawned on by my daughters, thee ef- 
" pecially, whome virtue and learning hath made moft deare 
" unto me. Wherefore the fooner you have fpent this money 
" well as you are wont to doe, and the fooner you aike for 
" more, the fooner knowe you will doe your father a lingular 
" pleafure. Farewell my moft beloved daughter." 

I cannot forbear adding one more epiftle of Sir Thomas's 
to this ornament of her fex, fince it gives a farther demon ft ra- 
tion of her great learning, and afle&ion to literature in 
general. 

" Thomas More fendeth greeting to his deareft daughter 
" Margarett. There was no reafon my deareft daughter why 
" thou Ihouldft have deferred thy writing unto me one day 
" longer, for fear that thy letters being fo barren, mould not 
" be read Of me without loathing. For though they had 
" not been moft curious, yet in refpect of thy fexe, thou 
" mighteft have been pardoned by any man ; yea even a 
«' blemifh in the child's face, feemeth often to a father beauti- 
" full. But thefe your letters Megg, were fo eloquently po- 
" li/hed, that they had nothing in them, not only why they 
" fhould fear the moft indulgent affection of your father 
" More, but alfo they needed not to have regarded even 
" Momus his cenfure, though never fo teaftie. I greatly 
" thank Mr. Nicolas our deare friend ( a moft expert man in 

" Aftronomy) 
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" Aftronomy) and do congratulate your happinefle, whome it 
" may fortune within the /pace of one moneth with a fmall 
" labour of vour owne to Icarne fo manie and fuch high 
" wonders of that mightie and eternal workman, which were 
" not found but in many ages, by watching in fo manic colde 
" nights under the open flues, with much labour and paines, 
" by fuch excellent and above all Other mens underftanding 
" witts. This which you write, pleafeth me exceedingly, that 
" you had determined with yourielf to ftudy philofophy fo dili- 
" gently, that you will hereafter recorn pence by your diligence, 
" what your negligence hath heretofore loft you. I love you for 
" this, dcareMegg, that whereas I have never found you a loy- 
" tercr (your learning which is not ordinary, but in all kinde of 
" fciences moft excellent, evidently mewing, how painfully 
" you have proceeded therein) yet fuch is your modeftie, that 
" you had rather (till accufe your felf of negligence than vainly 
" boaft of diligence ; except you meane by this your fpeach 

that you will be hereafter fo diligent, that your former endea- 
" vours, though indeed they were great and praife worthie, yet 
" in refpedt of your future diligence, may be called negligence. 
" Yf it befo that you meane, (as I do verily think you doe) 

I imagine nothing can happen to me more fortunate, nothing 
" to you, my deareft daughter, more happie : For as I have 
" earneftly wimed that you might fpend the reft of your life in 
" ftudying Phificke and Holie Scriptures, by the which there 
" ihall never be helps wanting unto you, for the end of man's 
" life ; which is to endeavour that a founde minde be in a 
" healthfull bodie, of which ftudies you have alreadie layde 
" fome foundations, and you {hall never want matter to builde 
" thereupon ; fo now I think that fome of the firft years of 
" your youth yet flouriihing may be very well beftowed in 
" humane learning and the liberal! arts, both becaufe your 
11 age may beft ftruggle with thofe difficulties, and for that it 



4 8 MEMOIRS OF 

" is uncertaine, whether at any time elfe we (hall have the 
*« commoditie of fo careful!, fo loving, and fo learned a 
«« mauler : to let pafs, that by this kinde of learning oar judge- 
" ments are either gotten, or certainly much helped thereby. 
,f I would wifli deare Megg, that I might talke with you a 
" long time about thefe matters, but beholde they which bring 
" in fupper, interrupt me and call me away. My fupper 
" cannot be fo fweete unto me, as this my fpeech with you is, 
* c if I were not to refpecl: others more than my felf. Fare- 
•* well deareft daughter, and commende me kindly to your 
«« hufband, my loving fonne, who maketh me rejoyce for that 
" he ftudieth the fame things as you doe j and whereas I am 
" wont alwaies to counfell you to give place to your hufband, 
" now on the other fide I give you licence to mauler him in 
" the knowledge of the fphere. Farewell again and again. 
" Commende me to all your fchoole-fellows, but to your 
" mauler efpecially." 

Thefe high encomiums muft not be look'd upon as the fond 
extravagancies of a paternal affection, Sir Thomas having faid 
nothing, for which he might not have had the general fuffrage 
of the moft learned men of that age : One of whom, I 
mean, the celebrated antiquarian poet Mr. John Leland was a 
very great admirer of her extenfive learning, and extra- 
ordinary abilities, as alfo of her learned fitter's j whofe erudi- 
tion, and merit, he juftly applauds in the following Latin 
epigram f . 

Define facundas nimium laudare diferti 

Natas Hortenfi maxima Roma tui. 
Candida, Tres Charites, nam Mori cura politi 

Obfcurant multis nomina veftra modis. 

* Yid, IU«ft. & eradittnim in Angl. Viromm Encomiu, Ac. p. 38. 

Non 
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Non illis ftudium Milefia vellcra dextra 

Carpere, non facili duccre fila manu : 
Sed juvat eloquii crebro monumenta latini 

Verfare, & do£is pingcre verba notis. 
Ncc minus authores Graecos evolvere, Hornerum 

Et quern dicendi gloria prima manet. 
Ut nec Ariftotelis dicam quo peftore libros 

Scrutentur, fophise myltica dona deae. 
Turpe viris pofthac erit ignorare Minervae 

Artis, grex adeo quas muliebris amet. 

k 

Thus tranflated. 



Forbear too much t'extoll, great Rome, from hence, 
Thy fam'd Hortenfius' Daughters Eloquence : 
Thofe boafted Names are now eclips'd by Three 
More learned Nymphs, Great More's fair Progeny j 
Who over-pafs'd the Spinfter's mean Employ $ 
The pureft Latin Authors were their Joy j 
They lov'd in Rome's politeft Style to write, 
And with the choiceft Eloquence indite. 
Nor were they converfant alone in thefe, 
They turn'd o'er Homer and Demofthenes > 
From Ariftotle's Store of Learning too 
The myftic Art of reas'ning well they drew. 

Then blurt}, ye Men, if you neglecl: to trace 
Thofe Heights of Learning, which the Females Grace. 

Sir Thomas was fo infinitely fond of this his darling daugh- 
ter, that his life feem'd almoft to have been wrapt up in 

H hers. 
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hers. For as Mr. More obferves *, " when (he was very dan- 
♦« geroufly ill of the fweating ficknefs *, of which ma- 
" ny died at that time, and lying in fo great extreamky of the 
** difeafe that the utmoft Ikill of the ableft and beft phyfici- 
" ans proved ineffectual, for flie could not be kept from flecp- 
<c ing j fo that every one about her began to defpair of her 
" life, as being to outward appearance beyond all hopes of 
" recovery. Her Father, in this his extreme affliction went 
" into his chapel j and upon his knees with the moft ardent 
" devotion, and with many tears, carneftly begg'd and intreat- 
" ed Almighty God that if it were pleaiingunto his divine wif- 
" dom, that at his interceflion he would vouchfafe gracioufly 
" to grant this his humble petition : where prefently it came 
" into his mind that a clyfler was the only way to help her : 
" which when he told the Phyficians, they acknowledged 
" that it was the only remedy, wondering at themfelves that 
" they had not thought of it j which was immediately mi- 
" niftred unto her fleeping, for otherwife flie would never have 

t See Mr. More's Life of Sir T. More, " f which feems to be the time when this 
p. 162. And Mr. Lewis's Edition of " lady had it] and proved mortal in the 
Roper's Life of Sir Thomas, p. 46. " {pace of fix hours. The manner of its 



" leisure was thus ; firft it afieded 

k The learned and ingenious Dr. Friend " particular part, attended with inward 

has obliged the world with the following " heat and burning, unquenchable thirft, 

hiftorical account of the fweating ficknefs. " reftlcfsncfs, ficknefs at ftomach, and 

" This diftemper, fays that great man, 44 heart, (tho* fcldom vomiting) head ach, 

" began at firft in 1483, in Henry the " delirium, then raintnefs, and exceffive 

44 feventh's army upon his landing at Mil- 44 drowfineft. The pulfe quick and ve- 

44 ford-haven, and foread itfelf in London 41 hement, and the breath lhort and Ia- 

" from the 21ft of Sept. to the end of 44 bouring. None recovered under 24. 

" OAober. It return a here rive times 44 hours. The only cure was to carry on 

44 and always infummer : firft in 148; j 44 the fweat, which was neceffary for a 

" then in ijo6 j afterwards in 1517 ; 44 longtime : Sleep to be avoided by all 

" when it was fo violent that it killed in " means." Vid. Dr. Friend's Hiftory of 

" thefpaceof 3 hours. It appear 'd the 44 Phyfick, vol. 2. p. 335. 
in 1 j 20, and again in 1 5 28, 

" been 
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" been brought to that kind of medicine \ And although 

* when ihe awaked throughly, God's marks (an evident and 
4 undoubted token of death) plainly appeared upon her, 

* yet (he contrary to all expectation, was miraculoufty and by 
1 her father's fervent prayers, faith the author of his Life. 

" reftored to perfect health again ; whom if it had pleafed 
u God at that time to have taken to his mercy, her father 
" folemnly protefted that he would never have meddled with 
" any worldly matters after, fuch was his fatherly love and 
" vehement affc&ion to this his jewel, who moft nearly of all 
" the reft of his children expreffed her father's virtues } al- 
" though the meaneft of all the reft might have been matched 
" with any other of their age in England, either for learning, 
" excellent qualities, or piety j they having been brought up 
" even from their infancy with fuch care and induftry, and 
" enjoying always moft learned and virtuous mafters." 

About the year 1528, and the twentieth year of her age, 
fhe was very happily married to William Roper of Well-Hall 
in the Parim of Eltham, in the county of Kent, Efqi This 
gentleman, whom Erafmus ftiles ornatijjimum Roperum y had 
all the moft defirable qualities that could be wifli'd for in a 
man ; as great knowledge, piety, charity, ingenuity, fweetnefs 
of temper ; and what was not the leaft fatisfadtion to Sir 
Thomas, he was a lover of learning, and ftudied the fame 
things as they did : All which made him highly valued by his 
father in law, and his learned and ingenious confortj and 
produced a cordial and indiffoluble friendftiip through the 
whole family, who lived all together with happinefs not to be 
expreffed till the time that Sir Thomas was taken into cuftody, 

1 This paflage in Mr. Lewis's Edition unintelligible, notwithftanding Ae kind 
of Roper's life of Sir Tho. More teems aflilbncc of tnc Editor's n^nal note. 

H 2 imprifon'd 
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impriibh'd in the tower, and at laft cut off in fuch a manner, 
as to be the fubjedt of amazement to all Europe, throughout 
which he was renowned k . 

By this worthy gentleman (he had iflue Thomas Roper, who 
married Lucy the daughter of Sir Anthony Brown, matter of 
the horfe, and privy counfellor to King Henry the eighth : 
Anthony Roper a fecond fon: and three daughters, viz. 
Elizabeth, who married ■ Stevenfon, and was a fecond 
time married to Sir Edward Bray, Knight : Margaret married 
to Mr. William Dautrey : and Mary firft married to Stephen 
Clarke, and a fecond time to James BaiTet. Of whofe educa- 
tion faith Mr. Lewis ', flic took the fame care that had been 
taken of her own. The famous Roger Afcham, adds the 
lame writer, then fellow of St. John's college in Cambridge, 
and afterwards Latin fecretary to Queen Elizabeth, tells us, 
that (he was very defirous of having him for their tutor to in- 
struct them in the learned languages, but that he would not 
then upon any terms be prevailed with to leave the Univerfity : 
that therefore flic procured Dr. Cole and Dr. Chriftopherfon 
afterwards Bifliop of Chichefter, both very famous at that 

k The ingenious Mr. Thomfon, in hit and iUuihious fons of Great-Britain, fpeaks 
encomiums on Come of the moft learned thus of Sir Thomas More. 

Thy Sons of Glory many ! thine a More, 

As Cato firm, as Ariftidcs julr, 

Like rigid Cincinnatus nobly poor, 

A dauntlefs foul, crccL who fmil'd on death. 

Vid. his Stahns. Lib J p 56- 

' Vid.- The preface to his Edition two hufbar.ib. And in his account of Sir 

of Mr. Roper's life of Sir T. More Thomas Morc's works p. 176. he inad- 

p. 5. Mr. Lewis in the fame place, vcrtcntly calls her Sir ThomasN daughter. 

Teems not to be a thorough matter of the And Mr. More himfrlf, from whom grcaicr 

fubjeft he treats on, when he makes Mrs. exaftnefs might be c.xpcftcd, ca!!> her Sir 

Clarke and Mrs. Ballet two fevcral Perform, Thomas's iSleecc. Vid. Mores Life of 

lorgctting that thofc were the names of her Sir Thomas, p. 399. 

time 
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time for their flcill in the Greek tongue. To thefe Mr. Anthony 
a Wood adds ■ Mr. John Morwen a noted Greecian, who 
was preceptor to her daughteor Mary in the Greek and Latin 
tongues, and who was fo much pleafed with her learned com- 
pofitions, that lie tranflated into Englifli feveral of her Greek 
and Latin orations. 

She was perfonally known to, and frequently correfponded 
with, that great reftorer of learning Erafmus, who fet a very 
high value upon her parts and learning, Ailing her Britan- 
nia deem : and had fuch a peculiar efteem for her, that, 'when 
her father, Sir Thomas More, had fent him a very valuable 
prefent of a picture ■ reprefenting himfelf and his whole fa- 
mily, drawn by the hand of that celebrated artift Hans Hol- 
bein, Erafmus returned his moft grateful acknowledgments for 
fuch an acceptable prefent, in a Latin epiftle to this lady, in 
which he tells her, that nothing could give him a more fen- 
fible pleafure, than he had in the view of the picture he had 
juft then received, wherein a family he fo much refpe&ed, 
was fo exadtly delineated, efpecially too fince it was done by 
one he had at firft recommended to her father, and who no 
doubt had much improved under the encouragement he had 
met with by his favour in England ; adding, that tho* he knew 
every pcrfon reprefentcd in the picture at firft fight, yet he was 
more than ordinarily pleafed with her's, which brought to 
mind all the excellent qualities, which he had long admired 
in her. This lady foon returned his compliment in an elegant 
latin epiftle " ; wherein fhe tells him, that (he was pleafed to 

■ Wood's Athene Oxon. Laft Edit. *« effigiem depiftam detulerit, ingentibus 

vol. 1. coll. 82. " curagratiis libenter agnofcimus ; nihil 

B See Dr. Knight's Life of Erafmus, " arder.tius expctcr.tes, quam ut prxeep- 

p. 310. " torcm noftruin, cujus cmditis laboribus 

o •< Quod piftoris tibi adventus tantse " quicquid bonarum literarum imbibcri- 

" volaptati fuit, illo nomine, quod utnuf- " mus acccptum habemu? Aliquo modo 

" que raci parenti* noftrumquc omnium " gratincrcmur." Marg. Roperr. Ep. 

Erai'mo. 
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find that their family piece was fo acceptable to him ; and ac- 
knowledges him as her preceptor, to whom me would be for 
ever grateful. And tho' Erafmus wrote feveral epiftlcs to her 
fitters Elizabeth and Cicelia, yet he fecms to have had a more 
than ordinary refpeft for her : for notwithftanding he had fuch 
a vaft number of noble patrons, who were very defirous of 
having their names and memories perpetuated in his works, he 
dedicated to this young lady fome hymns of Prudentius, as 
well fuiting her pious inclinations. 

As (he had in the former part of her life, by an unwearied 
application and induftry made herfelf well acquainted with the 
learned languages, and feveral of the fciences, fo at this time 
me feems to have been as eagerly bent on the profecution of 
the ftudies of philofophy, aftronomy, phyfick and the holy 
fcriptures. The two laft of which were recommended to her 
by her father, as the employments of the remaining part of 
her life : fo that one might imagine from hence that the chief of 
her learned and mod admir'd compofitions were wrote before 
this time, when her thoughts were free from all uneafinefs 
and perplexities of temporal affairs ; having gone on in a 
fmooth and conftant courfe in the enjoyments of her beloved 
ftudies from her very childhood without the leaft interruption, 
except her being attack' d by the fweating ficknefs, which feems 
to have retarded her but a little while. But foon after this the 
fcene was changed, when her principal delights and enjoyments 

Erafmo. This fin* punting is (till pre- Black-heath in Kent. Mrs. Roper is re- 

ferved with great care in the town-hall at prefented in this laft mentioned pifture 

Bafil. We have two more of thefc family fitting on a low ftool, with a book in her 

pieces in England ; both drawn by the de- lap opened, in which is written, L. An. 

licate hand of that eminent painter : one Seneca: Oedipus — — Fata fi litimt 

in the pofleffion of Mr. Lcnthall at Bur- mbi fingtrt arbitrh meo, ttmptrtm xtpbyn 

ford in Oxfordfhire : the other at Well- Aw. And on her Petycoat, Margartt* 

Hall, an ancient feat of the family of the Roftr* Tbem* Mori filia onm 12. 
Ropers in the parifh of Eltham near 

feem'd 
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feem'd to have their period in the untimely lofs of her invalu- 
able father. Concerning which lamentable affair I mud beg 
leave to add, that the Bufinefs of the King's divorce being not 
at all to Sir Thomas's liking, and that finding the King's ulti- 
mate refolution in that weighty affair, he very wifely quitted 
his high office of the Chancellorfhip, and refigned the great 
feal before it came to an iffue. This was the beginning of the 
King's fecret grudge and difpleafure againft him. 'Till this 
time Sir Thomas and all his children, lived moft happily to- 
gether, and as it feems at his own expence. But upon his re- 
la g nation of the chancellorfhip, his circumftances obliging 
him to it, he called before him all his children, and afking 
their advice, how he might now in the decay of his ability 
(fo impaired by the furrender of his office, that he could not 
hereafter do as he formerly had done, and gladly Mill would do) 
bear the expence* of them all himfelf, believing they could 
not now live together as they had hitherto done. When he 
faw them all filent, and that none of them gave him their fen- 
timents in this affair, he himfelf made them the following 
moft affectionate reply. " I have been brought up at Oxford, 
«* at an inn of chancery, at Lincoln's inn, and in the King's 
" court from the loweft degree to the higheft ; and yet have 
" I in yearly revenues at this prefent, little left me above a 
" hundred pounds a year : fo that if we now live together, 
" we muft now become contributors. But my counfel is that 
" we defcend not to the loweft fare firft, we will not yet 
" comply with Oxford fare, nor that oi New-Inn ; but we 
'« will begin with Lincoln's Inn diet, where many perfons of 
« c diftin&ion live very agreeably, and if we find ourielvcs not 
" in a capacity of living thus the firft Year, we will the next 
" year conform ourfelves to that of Oxford - t and if our purfes 
" will not allow us that neither than m.iy we after with bag 
" and wallet go a begging together, hoping tliat for pity ionic 

" good 
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" good people will give us their charity, and at every man's 
" door to fing a Salve regina ; whereby we (hall ftill keep 
" company and be merry together." 

But I find that foon after, this happy fociety was diiTolved ; 
each going to their refpective places of abode ; only this his 
moft beloved daughter Mrs. Roper and her hufband contrived 
their affairs fo as to live in the next houfc to Sir Thomas. But 
this her abridged enjoyment continued not long, for the oath 
of fupremacy being tender'd to Sir Thomas, upon his refufal 
to take it, he was committed to the cuflody of the Abbot of 
Wcftminfter j and after a fhort durance with him, continuing 
immoveable in his refolution, he was fent to the Tower, to the 
inexpreffible affliction of Mrs. Roper ; who by her incefiant 
intreaties at laft got leave to pay him a vifit there, where fhe 
made ufe of all the arguments, reafon and eloquence fhe was 
miftrefs of, to have brought him to a compliance with the 
oath, notwithstanding fhe herfelf took it with this exception p , 
as far as would ftand with the law of God, that if it had been 
pofTible me might have preferved his life : but all proved in- 
effectual, his confciencc being dearer to him than all other 
worldly confiderations whatfoever } even that of his favourite 
daughter's peace and happinefs. Upon this his unfortunate 
confinement, his whole family feems to have come together 
again at Chclfey j for in one of Mrs. Roper's letters to her 

father, fhe thus exprelTes herfelf \ " What do you think 

" my moll dear father, doth comfort us at Chelfey in this 
" your abfence ? furely the remembrance of your manner of 
" life palTed amongit us, your holy converfation, your whol- 
" fome councclls, your examples of virtue, of which there 
" is hope that they do not only perfevere with you, but that 
" they are by God's grace much more increafed." 

9 Sec Lc.vii\ Edit, of Roper's Life of l More s Life of Sir T. More p. 1*5. 

i::r T. \.wie, p. ?o. 

There 
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There was a conftant intercourfe of letters paflcd between 
Sir Thomas and Mrs. Roper, in the time of his imprifonment ; 
for when he was moft barbaroufly deprived of his pen and 
ink, he wrote two or more letters to her with a coal. Several 
of thofe letters are very pathetic al : yet I forbear the tranferib- 
ing of them, fince they are not only printed at the end of Sir 
Thomas's works publiftied by his nephew Mr. Raftell » j but 
alfo, many of them are reprinted by the laft editor of Mr. 
Roper's Life of Sir Thomas More, printed An. 1 73 1. And 
I fhall only add from Dr. Knight's Life of Erafmus •, that 
" After fentence was pafled upon Sir Thomas, as he was going 
" back to the tower, (he rufhed through the guards and crouds 
• of people, and came prefling towards him j at fuch a fight, 
" as courageous as he was, he could hardly bear up under the 
" furprize his paflionate affeclion for her raifed in him : for me 
" fell upon his neck, and held him faft in the moft endearing 
" embraces, but could not fpeak one word to him, great 
griefs having that ftupifying quality of making the moft elo- 
quent dumb. The guards altho' juftly reputed an unre- 
lenting crew, were much moved at this fight, and were 
therefore more willing to give Sir Thomas leave to fpeak to 
her, which he did in thefe few words ; my dear Margaret, 
bear with patience, nor do not any longer grieve for me. It 
is the will of God and therefore muft be lobmitted to ; and 
then gave her a parting kifs. But after ilie was withdrawn 
ten or a dozen foot off, me comes running to him again, 
falls upon his neck, but grief again ftopt her mouth. Her 
father looked wiftfully upon her, but faid nothing, the 
tears trickling down his cheeks, a language too well undcr- 
ftood by his diftrefled daughter, though he bore all this 

Fol. London 1557. ' p- 339- See alfo Efttmft V.d. of 

Roper'j Life of Sir T. More. p. ? 

I " without 
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" without the lead change of countenance : But juft when 
" he w.is to take his final leave of her, he begged her prayers 
" to God for him, and took, his farewell of her. The officers 
" and fouldiers as rocky as they were, melted at this fight ; 
*' and no wonder, when even the very beafts arc under the 
" power of natural affections, and oiten mew them. Good 
" God ! adds the fame elegant writer, what a mocking tryal 
" muft this be to the poor Man : how could he be attacked 
" in a more tender part ?" 

After Sir Thomas was beheaded, flic took care for the 
burial of his body in the chapel of St. Peters ad ihicula within 
the precin&s of the tower : and afterwards (lie procured his 
corps to be removed and buried in the chancel of the church 
at Chelfey, as Sir Thomas in his life time had appointed. His 
head having remained about fourteen days upon London bridge, 
and being to be call: into the Thames to make room for others 
me bought it, left, as (lie ftoutly affirmed to the council, being 
fummoned before them afterwards for the fame matter, it 
fhould be food for fifties. She likewife felt the fury of the 
King's difpleafure, upon her father's fcorc, being herfelf com- 
mitted to prifon 0 ; but after a ihort confinement, and after 
they had in vain endeavoured to terrify her with menaces, ihc 
was releafcd, and fent to her hulhand. 

The latter part of her life we may very probably fuppofc 
to have been fpent inter Preces £? Lacbrynnis, and in the edu- 
cating of her children, and management of her domcftic affairs. 

She was, faith Mr. More w , the moft like her father, both in 
favour and wit, and proved a moft rare woman, for learning, 
fandity, and fecrecy, and therefore Sir Thomas trufted her with 
all his fecrets. She corrected by her own fagacity, without the 

« Vid. Mr. More'j Life of Sir Thomas, » Ibid. p. 364 
?. 358. * Ibid- p. 18+. 

alMance 
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affiftance of any MS. a corrupted place in St. Cyprian, as Pa- 
melian and John Cofter • teftify, inftead of nifi vos feveritatis, 
reftoring nerves feveritatis. 

Bcfides great numbers of Latin epiftles, orations and poems, 
which were fent to, and difperfed among the learned of her 
acquaintance. She hath written, 

An oration r to anfwer Quintilian, defending that rich man, 
which he accufeth for having poifon'd a poor man's bees with 
certain venemous flowers in his garden, with fuch admirable 
wifdom, and fine elocution, that it may juftly ftand in com- 
petition with his. 

She aJ/b wrote two declamations, which her father and me 
tranflated into Latin fo elegantly, that one could hardly judge 
which was the beft. 

She likewife wrote a treatife of the four laft things, which 
was done with fo much judgment, and fuch ftrong reafoning, 
and with fo much true piety, that her father fmcerely protefted, 
it was better than the difcourfe he had written upon the fame 
fubjecl, and perhaps this was the rcafon it was never finifhed 
by him. 

* " Igitur quum Clemens medicinx " tia, quam fupra pofui. Nam pro eo 
" doctor nationc Anglus vir ornatuTimus, " quod ibi Icgimus, niu vos feveritatb, 
" acGrarcarum litcrarum peritiflimus, me- " ntrvot ft veritaiii, reponendum efii dicc- 
'* cum fubinde pro fua humartitatc dc literis "bat. Error fcribarum infeitia obrcpiir. 
" conferrct, atque harnm occafione multa " Sufpieandum fcriptum fuiflfc in antique 
" dc prxclariflimi viri Thoroa; Mori, quo " cod ice hoc modo, iiuos apiculo (upra 
" familiaritcr dum vivcret, ufus erat, hu- " cnim literam feripro : verum quia & hac 
" manitate, pietatc, prudentia ac eruditione " diftiuncula, nifi," hac rationc c- lUMCtim 

dicerct, memiifit quoque fubinde Marga- " pingi folct, fcriba um:m vocabidurn in 
" rcta: Mori filix : cujus ingenium atque " duas voces dilUcuit mx'.um ccmthtUt., 
" do&rinam mirincc prcdicabat. Ut au- " plant- Gordianum, qr.cm magni alioqui 
" tern cocnofcas, inquit, vera cfle qux " viri difi'olucrc h-iilc^vis nequivcrunt." 
" dico, adferam tibi ex Cypriaro locum Ccller'i Comment on \"r.\. Liiiucniii, U.I. 
" depravatum admodum, quem ilia citra 4.-. inw. Paris i;'-;, 
" evemplaris fublidium, fola ingenii fui r Ibid. p. t <U. 
" felicitate reflituit. Erat autcm en fenten- 

I 2 She 
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She tranflated Eufebius's ecclefiaftical hifrory out of Greek 
into Latin, but was prevented in the publication of k by 
Biftiop Chriftopherfon, a noted Greecian, who at that time 
was engaged in the fame talk. This laborious performance 
was afterwards tranflated out of Latin into Engliih by her 
daughter Mary, who feems to have been poiTefs'd of her mo- 
ther's fine parts and learning. 

In fhort, Mrs. Roper received all imaginable marks of refpedt 
from the mod learned men of the age (he lived in, and yet 
Mr. Lewis generoufly obferves that " the fine things faid 
" of her, and to her by the greateft men of that age, and fince, 
" were more than compliments or words of courfe, they 
4t were what ilie had a right to and very well deierved." 

She furvived her father nine years j was sixteen years the 
beloved wife of Mr. Roper j and dying about the 36th year 
of her age, Anno 1 544, was buried, as flic had defired, with 
her father's head in her arms ", (which (he had carefully pre- 
ferred in a leaden box) at St. Dunftan's church in the city of 
Canterbury, in a vault under a chapel joining to the chancel of 
the aforefaid church, being the burial place of the Ropers. 

Mr. Roper lived a difconfolate widower thirty three years, 
and dying January the fourth 1 577, he was buried in the fame 
vault with the remains of his dear confort. In honour of 
whofe memories the following infeription is tranfmitted to us 
by the learned antiquary Mr. William Somner 

* Vid. his preface to Roper's Life of the 36th p. of the difcourfe prefix'd to his 
Sir T. More, p. 4. Edition of Roper's Life of Sir T. More, 

* So we arc informed by Mr. Lewis in where he tells us that the above mentioned 
the 5th p. of the before mentioned preface : leaden box being inclofed in an Iron Grate, 
But Mr. Anthony a Wood tells us, that Sir was feen when the vault was opened in 
Sir Thomas's head was depofitcd in the the year 1715, to inter one of the Roper's 
faid leaden box, which is Handing upon family, &c. 

Mrs. Roper's coffin. And what Mr. k Antiq. of Canterbury, firft Edition. 

Wood fays i> confirmed by Mr. Hcame in p. 343. 

Hie 
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Hie jacet venerabilis vir Gulielmus Roper armiger, Alias & 
heres quondam Johannis Roper Armigcri ; et Margareta uxor 
ejufdem Gul. Filia quondam Thomas Mori militis fummi olim 
Anglie Cancellarii, Graecis, Latinifquc Uteris do&iffima, qui 
quidem Gul. patri fuo in officio prothonotariatus fupremse curiae 
banci Regii fucceflit, in quo cum annis 54. fideliter miniftraflct 
idem officium filio fuo primogenito Thomae reliquit. Fuit is 
Gul. domi forifque munificens, mitis, mifcricors, incarcerato- 
rum, opprefforum & pauperum baculus. Genuit ex Marga- 
reta uxorc (quam unicam habuit) filios duos & filias tres, ex 
iis vidit in vita fua nepotes, et pronepotes, uxorem in virili 
aetate amifit, viduatus uxore caftiflime vixit annis 33. Tandem 
completis in pace diebus decefiit in fenedhite bona ab omnibus 
defideratus, die quarto menfis Jan. Anno Chrifti Salvatoris 
1577. aBtat * s ve ™ ^ uae % 2 ' 

Here lieth interred William Roper Efq. a venerable and 
worthy man, the fon and fucceflbr of the late John Roper 
Efq; And Margaret his wife daughter of Sir Thomas More 
Knight, once high chancellor of England ; a woman excellent- 
ly well fkill'd in the Greek and Latin tongues. The above- 
mentioned William Roper fucceeded his father John Roper in 
the office of prothonotary of the high court of King's bench. 
And after having difcharged the duties of it faithfully 54 years,, 
he left it to his fon Thomas. The faid William Roper was 
liberal both in his domcftic and public conduct. Kind and 
companionate in his temper, the fupport of the prifoner, the 
poor, and the opprefled. He had iflue by Margaret, (his only 
wife) two fons, and three daughters ; whofe children and 
grand children he lived to fee. He loft his wife in the bloom 
of his years, and lived a chaft widower 33 years. At length 
(his days being fulfilled in peace) he died lamented by all, in 
a good old age, on the fourth day of January, in the year of 
our redemption 1577. And of his age 82. 
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ANNE ASKEW, 

Alias K Y M E, 

WA S born about the year 1520, and was the daughter 
of Sir William Aikew of Kelfay in Lincolnshire, 
Knight. She had a liberal education, as appears from Bifliop 
Bale, Dr. Fuller, Bifhop Burnet and others ■> who at the fame 
time inform us of the good ufc fhe made of that education, 
in becoming learned, and of her learning, in becoming reli- 
gious. But by an unfortunate marriage, contracted jointly by 
Sir William her father, and her father in law, who probably 
confultcd more their own convenience than her happtnefs, this 
pious and beautiful lady (as fhe is by thofe writers laid to have 
been) was brought into infinite vexation and trouble, and which 
at laft occaiion'd the lofs of her life. 

I will here give a fliort narrative of this affair, as it is related 
by Dr. Fuller % from a manufcript of Biihop Bale's own hand 
writing. 

" A match was made, by the power of the ir parents, bc- 
u t\v-xt Mr. Kyme his ion in Lincolnihirc, and Sir William 
4< Afhcough his eldeft daughter, who chanced to die before 
" the compearing thereof. Sir William loath to lofe fo rich 

c Vid. his Cfi'.ircli HilWv, cent- 16. minatioji, S.c. W Liiho-j Edle, fol. 15. 
lib. 5. p. zjz. Six r.ll'o Ij'cr 2tl Ex;i- 

" an 



Digitized by GooqI< 



ANNE ASKEW. 63 

" an heir, and having paid part of her portion, for lucres 
" fake compelled this ANNE, his fecond daughter to fup- 
" ply her fillers place, and to marry him againft her own 
" will and confent, notwithftanding, the marriage once paft, 
" me demeaned herfelf like a chriftian wife, and bare him 
" two children. In procefs of time, by oft reading of the 
" iacred Bible, me cleerly fell from all papiftry, to a perfect 
" belief in Jefus Chrift. Whereupon her huiband was fo 
" offended, that (by fuggeftion of the priefts) he violently 
" drove her out of his houi'e. And (he, on this occafion, 
" fought from the law a divorce ; and becaufe of his cruell 
" ufuage, would not return unto him again : thinking her felf 
" free from that uncomely kind of coacled marriage, by the 
M doctrine of St. Paul *, But, if the unbelieving depart ', let 
" him depart. A brother or ffier is not under bondage infucb 
" cafes : but God bath called us to peace." 

Upon this account the bufy Jefuit Parfons, alias Cowbuck, 
infults her memory, and fcruples not to draw her character in 
the fame uncharitable and fcandalous manner % in which he 
is well known to have treated feveral other of the greateft 
worth and high eft eminence. But his endeavours here were 

- 1 . Corinthians, vii. 15. crimes they thernfelves were really guilty of. 

• Vid. his Examtn of Fox's Saint) in tht in moft amazing inftances of inhumanity. 

mmsth of jfunt. They who would willingly Almoft endlefs examples might be given 

fappofe the Roman Catholics to have been of this, even of men who core a very 

actuated by no worfe principle than that different character to Parfons. That of 

of a mifguided zeal, cannot but with great N. Harpsfield, under the borrowed name 

concern obferve, that that infamous jduit of Alan Cope, in relation to the Guern- 

is far from being the only inftancc of that fey women, $cc. is very notorious. And 

complicated injuftke and cruelty which even the famous Sir Thomas More, whofe 

has induced the patrons of that religion, integrity was not eafily biafs'd ; yet, in 

Jirit, to born the bodies of ProteAants for thele affairs, it warped very vifibly, as may 

pretended herefy, and afterwards to charge be obferved in his writings concerning 

them with fome very black crimes, which Bilney the Martyr, Hunne, Sec. 
they invented, in order to extenuate the 

no 
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no lcfs vain and ineffectual than they were wicked and ma- 
licious. Her whole behaviour in this affair, is related in a very 
different manner by other more credible writers. And what 
he has faid of her conduct on other occafions, is according to 
his ufual manner of writing, merely imaginary. 

Her hufband having rnofl inhumanly driven her out of his 
houfe, &c. upon this hard treatment fhe endeavoured (as 
you have read) to procure a divorce ; which was the caufe no 
doubt of her going to London, for which (he is cenfured 
with fo much feverity by the Jefuit, and of making her felf 
known to that part of the court who either profeffed, or 
were favourers of proteftantifm. But it was not long before 
Ihe was, by the procurement of her hufband, and the vigilance 
of the romifh priefts, feiz'd, taken into cuftody, and feveral 
times examined concerning her faith j of which fhe herfelf 
wrote a large account, which was foon after her martyrdom 
publifh'd by Mr. (afterwards Bifliop) Bale, in two parts, with 
the following title. 77v firji Examination of Anne AJkruse 
latche martyred in Smytbftelde, by the Romijh Popes upholders^ 
with the Efi/cydation of Joban Bale. The fecond part bears 
the fame title, and were both imprinted at Marpurg in the 
Lande of Hejfen, 1 6 die Januarii, anno 1 547, 1 2mo. From 
this book, and from Mr. Fox's Acts and Monuments of the 
Church, the enfuing part of this account is chiefly extracted. 

Her firft Examination was in the month of March, 1 545, 
by Chriftopher Dare, inquifitor ; afterward by a certain Prieft, 
the Lord Mayor of London, and by the Bifhop's Chancellor ; 
upon the ufual topics of Tranfubftantiation, reading of the 
Scriptures, of Mafles for the help of departed fouls, and other 
articles ; to all which fhe gave very proper and pertinent an- 
fwers. Then fhe was committed to the Compter, where fhe 
was kept eleven days, no friend being permitted to fpeok with 
her, neither would any bail or furcties be taken to prevent 

her 
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her, imprifonment. In the time of her durance an cnfharing 
pricft. came to her, thinking by his fophiftry to trepan her, 
by drawing fomething from her which might prove of 
dangerous confequcnce ; but flie by her wifdom fru mated his 
intention. 

On March 23d her coufin Mr Britayne obtained leave to 
vifit her in the Compter : and ufed his utmoft endeavours to 
bail her. Firfl with the Mayor f , after with the Chancellor, 
and laftly with Bonner Bifliop of London. This occa- 
fion'd her to be brought before his lordfhip on March 23, 
when with fecming humanity he told her he was forry for her 
troubles, but withall, defir'd to know her opinion in fuch 
things as were alleged againft her : and after much difcourfe 
with the Bifliop, an Archdeacon, and Dr. Standifh about tran- 
fubftantiation, the Mafs, &C. fhe was at hut bailed, her coulin 
Mr. Britayne, and Mr. Spilman of Gray's Inn being furetics. 

Soon after this flic was again apprehended, brought before 
the King's council at Greenwich, examined by Chancellor 
Wrifley, Gardiner, Bifliop of Winchester, Dr. Cox, and Dr. 



f Mr. Strype give* the following Re- " A. Afcough. No, it is but confecratcd 

mark from an authentic paper concerning " bread, or facramemal bread. Lord 

this Mayor. *• Sir Mattin Powe-i, fitting " Maior. What if a moufc cat it after 

" with the council, as moft meet for hi > " confecration ? What fhall become of the 

" wifdom, and feeing her ftand upon " moufe.' What fayeft thou, thou foolith 

*' life and death, I pray you, quoth he, " woman? A. Ai'cmigh. What fhall bc- 

" my lords give me leave to talk with " come of her fay you, my lord i Lord 

" this woman. Leave was granted. Lord " Maior. I fay, that that moufc is dainn- 

Maior. Thou foolifli woman, fjycll " cd. A. Afcough. Alack poor moufe. 

" thou, that the priells cannot make the *' By this time my lords heard enough of 

" body of Chrift ? A. Afcough. 1 fay fo, " my Lord M&ior's divinity ; and pcrcciv- 

" my lord. For I have re:ui, that God " ing th.it fomc could not keep in ihcir 

" made m?.n, bat that man can make " laughing, proceeded to the butcheiy 

" God I never vet read : nor I fuppofc " and (laughter that they intended afore. 

" ever mail read it. Lord Maior. No, " they came thither." Strypc'i Memo- 

" thou fooltlh woman ? After the words of " rials Ecdcf. v. I. p. iS-.' 
" coiifecratjou, h it nut the Lord's body ? 

K Robinfon 
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Robinfon upon the old topics. But her faith not being to 
be overcome by any of their threats, and much lefs by their 
reafons ) me was fent to Newgate, notwithftanding (he was 
fo extremely ill, as to have been likely enough to preferve 
them from the guilt of murder, by her death. She was then 
very defirous to have Dr. Latymer 9 come to her, which 
would not be granted. 

While me was in Newgate, (he wrote the following con- 
feffion of her faith. " Concerning my belief. I find in the 
" fcriptures that Chrift took the bread and gave it to his dif- 
" ciples, faying : Take, eat y this is my Body which jhall be broken 
" J or y ou > meaning in fubftancc, his own very body, the 
" bread being thereof an only fign or facrament. For after 
** like manner of fpeaking, ne faid, he would break down 
" the temple, and in three days build it up again, fignifying 
«' his own body by the temple, as St. John declareth it, John 
" ii. and not the ftony temple itfelf. So that the bread is but 
" a remembrance of his death, or a facrament of thankfgiving 
•* for it, whereby we are knit unto him by a communion of 
44 chriftian love. Altho' there may be many that cannot per- 
" ccive the true meaning thereof j for the veil that Mofcs put 
" over his face before the children of Ifrael, that they could 
" not fee the clearnefs thereof, Exod. xxiv. and 2 Cor. iii. 
u I perceive the fame veil remaineth to this day. But when 
" God mall take it away, then mall thefe blind men fee. For 
" it is plainly expreffed in the hiftory of Bell in the Bible, that 
" God dwelleth in no thing material. O King (faith Daniel) 
" be not deceived, for God will be in nothing that is made with 
" hands of men. Dan-, xiv. Oh what ftif-necked people arc 
u thefe, that will always refift the Holy Ghoft ? But as their 

t The famous Dr. Latymer, who him- in the fame manner as (lie was, for pre- 
fclf was afterwards martyred in Oxford, tended hcrefy, Oftober 16, 1555. 

" fathers 
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" fathers have done fo do they, becaufe they have ilony 
" hearts. Written by mfc Anne Afkew, that neither wifheth 
" death, nor yet feareth his might, and as merry as one that 
" is bound towards heaven." 

Then follow many fclecl: fentences from the Old and New- 
Teftament, which J fuppofe (he wrote for her own confolation. 
But notwithftanding the orthodoxy of this and her other con- 
feflions, (he was condemned to be burnt by thofe R. Catholick 
fathers ; the fum of whofe proceeding Ihe gives in the fol- 
lowing words. 

" The fum of the condemnation of me Anne Afkew at 
" the Guild-Hail. They faid to me there that I was an here- 
" tick, and condemned by the law, if I would (land in my 
" own opinion. I anfwered, that I was no heretick, neither 
" yet delerved I any death by the law of God. But as con- 
" cerning the faith which I uttered and wrote to the council, 
" I would not (I (aid) deny it, becaufe I knew it true. 
" Then would thev needs know, if I would deny the facra- 
" ment to be Chriit's body and blood. I faid, yea. For the 
" fame fon of God that was born of the virgin Mary, is now 
" glorious in Heaven, and will come again from thence at 
" the latter day like as he went up, Acts i. And as for that 
" ye call your God, it is a piece of bread. For a more proof 
" thereof {mark it when you lift) let it lie in the box but 
" 3 months, and it will be mouldy, and fo turn to nothing 
" that is good, wherefore I am perfwaded it cannot be God. 

" After that they willed me to have a prieft, and then I 
" fmiled. Then they afked me if it were not good ? I faid 
" I would confefs my faults unto God. For I was fure he 
" would hear me with favour. And fo we were condemned 
" with a queft. 

K 2 Her 
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Her belief which flic wrote to the council was this. 
" That the ficramcntal bread was left us to be received with 
thankfgiving, in remembrance of ChrilVs death, the only 
remedy of our funis recovery : And thereby wc alio receive 
the whole benefit-; and fruits of his mod glorious palTion. 
" Then would they needs know whether the bread in the box 
" were Cod or no ? I faid, God is a Spirit and will be icor- 
" flipped in Spirit and Truth, John iv. Then they demand- 
" ed : will you plainly deny Chrift to be in the facramcnt ? I 
" anfwered, thr;t I believe faithfully the eternal fon of God 
" not to dwell there. In witnefs whereof I recited a^ain the 
" hiftory of fJell, and the 19th ch. of Daniel, the 7. and the 
17 of the Acts, and the 24th of Mathcw, concluding thus : 
I neither wilh death, nor yet fear his might. God have the 
praife thereof with Thanks." 
After the had been condemned, the juflnefs of her caufe 
afforded her a moft extraordinary degree of confolation ; for it 
not only fupported her with the certain hopes of happinefs in a 
life to come ; but fcems to have made her entertain fomc hopes 
of a pardon from this unjuft tribunal, as appears from the two 
following letters which fhc wrote to the King, and the Lord 
Chancellor.- 

I Ier letter to the Lord Chancellor. 



" The Lord God, by whom all creatures have their being, 
bleis you with the light of his knowledge, Amen. 
" My duty to your lord/hip remembred &c. It might 
pi cafe you to accept this my bold fuit, as the fuit of one, 
which upon due confiderations is moved to the fame, and 
hopeth to obtain. My requeft to your lordfhip is only, that 
it may pleafc the fame to be a mean for me to the King's 

Majeity, 



<< 
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*' Majefty, that his grace may be certified of thefe few lines 
" which I have written concerning my belief. Which when 
" it mall be truly conferred with the hard judgment given me 
" for the fame, I think his grace mall well perceive me to be 
" wayed in an uneven pair of ballance. But I remit my matter 
and caufe to Almighty God, which rightly judgeth all fe- 
" crets. And thus I commend your lordmip to the govcr- 
" nance of him and fellowlhip of all faints. Amen. 

" By your handmaid Anne Aflcew." 

Her faith briefly written to the King. 

" I Anne Aflcew of good memory, although God hath 
" given me the bread of adverfity, and the water of trouble, 
" yet not fo much as my fins have deferved, defire this to be 
*' known unto your grace, that forafmuch as I am by the law 
" condemned for an evil doer : Here I take heaven and earth 
" to record, that I mail die in rr\y innocency. And accord- 
" ing to that I laid firft, and will fay laft, I utterly abhor and 
" deteft all herefies. And as concerning the fupper of our 
*' Lord, I believe fo much as Chrifl: hath laid therein, which 
" he confirmed with his moll blefled bloud. I believe alfo as 
" much as he willed me to follow, and believe fo much as 
" the catholick church of him doth teach. For I will not 
" forfake the commandment of his holy lips. But look what 
" God hath charged me with his mouth, that have I fhut up 
«' in my heart : And thus briefly I end for lack of learning 

" Anne Alkcw." 



Then 
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Then flie proceeds to give an account of her examination 
and inhumane treatment after her departure from Newgate in 
the following words. 

" On Tuefday I was fent from Newgate to the fign of the 
" Crown, where Mr. Rich and theBilhop of London with all 
" their power and flattering words went about to perfwade me 
* 4 from God : But I did not efteem their glofiing pretences. 

" Then came there to me Nic. Shaxton, and counfelled 
" me to recant as he had done. I faid to him that it had 
" been good for him never to have been born, with many 
" other like words. Then Mr. Rich fent me to the Tower, 
*• where I remained till three o'Clock. 

" Then came Rich and one of the counfel charging me 
" upon my obedience, to fliew unto them if I knew any man 
" or woman of my feci. My anfwer was, that I knew none. 
" Then they afked mc of my lady Suffolk, my lady of Suflex, 
" my lady of Hertford, my lady Denny, and my lady Fitz- 
" williams, I faid if I mould pronounce any thing againft 
" them, that I were not able to prove it. Then faid they 
" unto me, that the King was informed that I could name if 
" I would, a great number of my feci, I anfwered thaj the 
" King was as well deceived in that behalf, as diffemWed with 
" in other matters." 

And after fome other difcourfe flic adds. 

" Then they put me on the rack, becaufe I confefled no 
« ladies or gentlewomen to be of my opinion, and thereon 
" they kept me a long time. And becaufe I lay ftill and did 
u not cry, my lord Chancellor, and Mr. Rich, took pain to 
" rack me with their own hands till I was well nigh dead. " 

" Then 
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" Then the lieutenant caufed me to be loofed from the 
" rack. Incontinently I fwooned, and then they recovered 
" me again. After that I fat two long hours reasoning with 
" my Lord Chancellor, upon the bare floor, whereas he with 
" many flattering words, perfwaded me to leave my opinions. 
" But my Lord God (I thank his everlafting goodnefs) gave 
" me grace to perfevere, and will do (I hope) to the end. 

" Then I was brought to an houfe, and laid in a bed, with 
" as weary and painful bones as ever had patient Job, I thank 
" my Lord God therefore. Then my lord chancellor fent me 
" word if J would leave my opinions, I mould want nothing : 
" But if I would not, I mould forthwith to Newgate, and 
" fo be burned, I fent him again word, that I would rather 
" die, than to break my faith. 

" Thus the Lord open the eyes of their blind hearts, that 
" the truth may take place, &c. 

It may not be amifs to give a larger account of the manner 
of her racking in the tower as it is defcribed by Mr. Fox \ 

" Firfl (fays he) Ihe was led down into a dungeon, where 
" Sir Anthony Knevet the lieutenant commanded his goaler to 
" pinch her with the rack. Which being done fo much as 
" he thought fufficient, he went about to take her down, fup- 
*' pofing he had done enough. But Wrifley the chancellor 
" not contented tliat fhe was loofed fb foon confcfllng nothing, 
" commanded the lieutenant to ftrein her on the rack again. 
" Which becaofe he denyed to do, tendering the weaknefs 
" of the woman, he was threatned therefore grievoufly of the 
" faid Wrifley, faying that he would fignify his difobedience 

» AOs and Moo. p. 1239. Ed. 1583. 

" unto 
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unto the King : And fo confequently upon the fame, he 
" and Mr. Rich throwing off their gowns, would needs play 
*' the tormenters thcmfelves : Firft afking her if me were with 
" child. To whom (he anfwering again, faid ; ye fliall not 
need to fpare for that, but do your wills upon me : and fo 
quietly and patiently praying unto the lord ; /he abode their 
tyranny, 'till her bones and joints were almoft pluckt afun- 
der, in fuch fort, as Hie was carried away in a chair 
*« When the racking was paft, Wrifley and his fellow took 
" their horfe toward the court. ( 

" In the mean while they were making their way by land, 
" the good lieutenant eftfoones taking boat fpedde him in all 
" hafte to the court to fpeak with the King before the other, 
" and fo did. Who there making his humble fute to the 
" King dclired his pardon, and ihcwcd him the whole mat- 
" ter as it rtood, ami of the racking of Mrs. Aikew, and how 
" he w.t.s threatned by my lord chancellor, becauie at his 
" commandment, not knowing his highncfles pleafurc he rc- 
" fufed to rack her ; which he for companion could not find 
" in his heart to do, and therefore humbly craved his highnefs 
" pardon : which when the King had under flood, he feemed 
not very well to like of the extreme handling of the woman, 



' Thi> baibarity occafioned Bale to " takcth here upon hym the mod vvlc 

b.cak out into the following exclamation. *' ofFycc of an hangeman and pulleth at the 

" Mr.rke here an ev.mpic molt wonder " ratke molt vyllanouflyc. O Wriflcye 

" full, and fc how madlye in their ragynge * 4 and Riche two falfe chriftianej &• blaf- 

" fur>ts, men forget thcmfelvcb and lofe " pheinoui'e apoftates from God. What 

their ry^ht wittes now a dayes. A " chaplaync of the pope hath inchaunt.-d 

" Kyn-jes hxyh counccllcr, a judge over " yow, or what dcvyll of heMc bewytched 

" 1) ie and der.ihc, yea, a lorJ.c chauncel- " yow, to execute upon a poorc cort- 

■• ^ur of a niolt ik Mc 'calrnr is now b^- " detnned woman, fo piodygvoufc a, 

•* come a nioii vvlc Have for Antichrill, " kync'r of tvrairiye ? kc." V'id. hi-. 

" and a mo I uuell tormcritourc. With- Iilueyd.uy<;n on part the fecund, &c. ful. 

•' out d)frrtfiVon, honelHc, or man- 4;. 



hnde, he t. I'ath of hy> g..wne. and 
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" and alio granted to the lieutenant his pardon, willing him 

" to return and lee to his charge. 

" Great expectation was in the mean leafon among the . 

** Warders and other officers of the Tower, waiting for his 

" return : whom when they faw come fo chearfully, declar- 

" ing unto them how he had fped with the King, they were 

" not a little joyous, and gave thanks to God therefore." 

A Report being fpread about that Hie had recanted ; ihe 
wrote a letter to John Lafccls, a gentleman who had been her 
Tutor k , upon this occafion : Alfo a purgation or anfwer to 
acquit hcrfelf of this falfe and flanderous charge : Both which 
are printed in Mr. Fox's Ads and Monuments of the Church. 

The Confcfiion which Hie made in Newgate before flic 
fuffered. 

" I Anne Aikcw of good memory, although my merci- 
*' ful father, hath given me the bread of adverfity, and the 
" water of trouble ; yet not lb much as my fins have deferved; 
" confefs myfelf here a finner before the throne of his heaven- 
" ly Majefty, defiling his forgivenefs and mercy. And forlb- 
" much as I am by the law unrightcoufly condemned for an 
" evil doer concerning opinions, I take the fame moft merci- 
" ful God of mine, which hath made both heaven and earth, 
" to record, that I hold no opinions contrary to his holy word. 
" And I truft in my merciful lord which is the giver of all 
*' grace that he will gracioufly afilft me againft all evil opinions, 
" which are contrary to hisbletfed verity, l-or I Lake him to 
" witneis, that I have done, and will do unto my lives end, 
" utterly abhor them to the uttermoft of my power. 

* So I find it obferv'd by Bale in hi* conclufion to her fecond examination, (o\. 67. 



" But 
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" But this is the hercfy which they report mc to hold, that 
" after the prieft hath fpoken the worth of confecration, there 
" rcmaineth bread ftill. They both fay, and alio teach it for 
" a neceflary article of faith, that after thefe words be once 
" fpoken, there rcmaineth no bread, but even the felf lame 
" body that hung upon the crofs on Good Friday, both flefh 
" bloud and bone. To this belief of theirs, fay I nay : For 
" then were our common credc falfe, which faith, that he 
" fitteth at the right hand of God the father almighty, and 
" from thence ihall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
" Loe, this is the hercfy that I hold, and for it muft fuffer the 
" death. But as touching the holy and bleffed fupper of the 
" Lord, I believe it to be a molt neceflary remembrance of 
" his glorious fufFcrings and death. Moreover I believe as 
" much therein, as my eternal and only redeemer Jcfus Chrift 
" would I mould believe. 

" Finally, I believe all thofe fcriptures to be true, which 
" he hath confirmcdwith his precious bloud. Yea, and St. 
" Paul faith, thofe fcriptures are fufficient for our learning 
" and falvation, that Chrift hath left here with us : fo that I 
" believe we need no unwritten verities to rule his church with. 
" Therefore look what he hath fa id unto mc with his own 
" mouth in his holy Gofpel, that have I with God's grace 
" clofed up in my heart, and my ful truft is (as David faith) 
" that it mall be a lantern unto my foot fteps. Pfalm 28. 

" There be fome do fay that I deny the Eucharift or Sa- 
" crament of thankfgiving : but thefe people do untruly re- 
" port of me. For I both fay and believe it, that, if it were 
" order'd like as Chrift inftituted it and left it, a mod fin- 
" gular Comfort it were unto us all. But as concerning your 
" Mafs as it is now ufed in our Days, I do fay and believe 
" it to be the moft abominable idol that is in the world : for 

" my 
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" my God will not be eaten with teeth, neither dieth he a- 
" gain. And upon thefe words that I have now fpoken 
" will I fuffer death." 

Her PRAYER. 

" O Lord, I have more enemies now, than there are hairs 
" on my head. Yet Lord, let them never overcome me with 
" vain words, but fight thou, Lord, in my ftead, for on thee 
" caft I my care. With all the fpight they can imagine, 
" they fall upon me, which am thy poor creature. Yet fweet 
" Lord, let me not fet by them which are againft me, for in 
" thee is my whole delight. And Lord I heartily defire of 
" thee that thou wilt of thy mod merciful Goodnefs forgive 
" them that violence which they do, and have done to me. 
*' Open alfo thou their blind hearts, that they may hereafter 
" do that thing which is acceptable before thee, and to fet 
" forth thy verity aright, without all vain fantafies of finful 
" men. So be it'. O Lord, fo be it." 

We are informed by Mr. John Loud, a gentleman of good 
repute, who was an eye witnefs, 1 that the day before her exe- 
cution, and the fame day alfo, there appeared fuch a ferenity 
and fweetnefs in her countenance, that her face fecmed as 
it bad been the face of an angel ; notwithllanding her body 
was then mangled and disjointed in fuch a manner by the 
rack, that flic could not ftand without being fupported by 
two lerjeants. Such are the happy effects of innocency, and 
of a righteous caufe ; that to thofe who fuffer therein, death 
no longer appears to be the king of terrors j but is difarmed, 



Vid. Strype's Ecdcfiallical Memorials, vol. i. pag. 58*. 
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not only of the power to hurt, but even to affright. And 
tho' lie came to her in iuch a manner as might have feemed 
very dreadful to others ; yet he appeared as amiable in her 
fight, as flie did in the eyes of the better fort of the Spectators. 

Being brought to the flake, the apoftate Shaxton preached 
a ftrmon to her, and her fellow martyrs m . When he fpakc 
well fhe commended him ; when otherwife, (he told hiin he 
fpake amifs. 

Then Lord Chancellor Wrifley fent letters to Mrs. Afkew, 
offering her the King's pardon, if me would recant. But 
fhe refufing to look upon them, returned this anfwer ; that 
me Cime not thither to deny her Lord and Mailer. The fame 
letters were likewife tendered to the other three, who in like 
manner, following her conflancy, denied not only to receive 
them, but alfo to look upon them. Whereupon, the lord 
mayor commanding fire to be put to them, cry'd with a loud 
voice, fiat juflitia. And fire being put to the faggots, fhe fur- 
rendered up her pious foul to God in the midfl of the flames 
on the fixtecnth day of July " 1 546, about the twenty fifth 
year of her age. 

Thus was this excellent woman burnt for her ileddy ad- 
herence to the truth of the Gofpel, by men, who either did 
not underfland, or clfc wilfully perverted the fenfe of the fa- 
cred writings, to the deduction of the fervants of God, and, 
as it is to be feared, to their own ilill greater difadvantage. 
That this woman may iuflly be reckoned in the number of 
thofe fervants, appears from a moil remarkable teflimony given 

=' John Lafccls a gentleman belonging But Bp. Bale in his Centuryt, Fol. Fd. p 
to the court: Nicholas Belenian (or Otter- 670: And Bp. Tanner in his Ribliotbtca. 
den as Stowc calls him) a prieil of Shrop- p. 53, both (ay that (he was burnt on the 
fhirc : and John Adams, Taylor. iixtecnth day of July. 

* Fox faith about the month of June. 

of 
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of her piety, even by a zealous Roman Catholick, which I 
will here add in the very words of my author ; as an acknow- 
ledgment coming from fuch hands, mutt be allowed to be an 
unexceptionable difproof of the afperfions of the before men- 
tioned Jefuit, and may fhew how little regard ought to be 
paid to any characters he has drawn of protcftants. 

" This good Gentlewoman being a perfon of great quick- 
" nefs and learning as well as religion, fomewhat before her 
" imprifonmcnt lodged at an houie over againft the Temple. 

A great papift of Wickham College, called Wadloe, a 
" curlitor of the chancery, hot in his religion, and thinking 
" not well of her life, got himfelf lodged by her at the next 
" houfe. For what purpofe, faith my author, I need not 
" open to the wife reader. But the conclufion was, that when 
" he came to fpeak evil of her, he gave her the praife to Sir 
" Lionel Throgmorton, for the devouteft and godlieft woman 
" that ever he knew. For, faid he, at midnight (he be- 
" ginneth to pray, and ceafeth not in many hours after, when 
" I and others applied to flcep, or to work." 

Bale tells us • that " he was credibly informed by divers 
" Dutch merchants who were prefent at her martyrdom, that 
" in the time of their fuffcrings, the fky fuddenly altered its 
" colour, and the clouds from above gave a thunder clap not 
" unlike to that which is written, Pfalm 76, 8." p . A cir- 
cumftance this, which the compiler of thefc memoirs would 
willingly have omitted, being refolved not to deliver any thing 
as matter of fact, which has the leaft appearance of being 
fictitious j but that it ferves to explain the delicjn of the cut 
which /hews her martyrdom in Fox's Acts and Monuments of 

• In his Elucidation, &c. Fol. 67. Ecclefiallical Memorials, pages 386 and 

* See what Mr. Strype has given us 388. 
upon this occaiion in the I. Vol. of hi* 

the 
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the church, and which has fo unjuftly given offence to fome 
Roman Catholicks, imagining, becaufe Fox is filent of this 
fadfc in his hiftory, that he added it by his own authority. 

While flie was in Newgate, me made what (he call'd a 
Ballade, which begins thus 

Lyke as the armed Knyght 
Appointed to the Fielde ; 
With this World will I fight 
And fayth mall be my Shield. 

And having recounted her bitter conflicts, and firm truft in 
God, the only comfort me had in her afflictions ; (he con- 
cludes with thefe charitable and truly chriftian lines. 

Yet lorde I thee defyre 
For that they do to me 
Lete them not tafte the hyre 
Of their inyquyte. 



* This Balladt may be feen entire at the end of her fecond examination, pob- 
lifli'd by Bale. 
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WA S born about the beginning of the reign of King 
Henry the eighth. She was the eldeft of the two 
daughters of Sir Thomas Parr of Kendall by dame Maud 
his Wife j who following the example of Sir Thomas More, 
and other great men, bellowed on her a learned education, as 
the mod valuable addition he could make to her other charms : 
and me made fuch advances in literature as fully anfwered his 
expectations j infomuch, that flic foon became celebrated for 
her learning and good fenfe ; and very juftly, as will appear 
from the good ufes Hie made of it, in employing it to the beft 
purpofes through every ftagc of her life. 

She was firft married to John Nevil Lord Latymer : and 
after his deceafe, notwithftanding her widowhood, fuch were 

' By his laft will, dated November the pounds to be bellowed upon the chantry 

pth, in the 9th of Henry VIII. he gave of Kendall. He willed his fon William to 

his daughters Kathcrine and Anne, eight have his great chain, worth one hundred 

hundred pounds between them ; except and forty pounds, which the king's grace 

they proved to be his heirs, or his fon's gave him. He made Maud his wife, and 

heirs s and then they fliould not. But Dr. Tunftal, mailer of th^ rolls, executors, 

willed the faid monies to be laid out for This will was proved in the year 1517. 

copes and veftmcnu, to be given to the Vid. Strype's edition of Sto-uii Survey 0/ 

houfe of Clervaux, ttc. and an hundred Lcndeu, book 3d, pag. 1 St. 
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her perfections both of body and mind, as attracted the af- 
fections of King Henry fo powerfully, that flic was married to 
him at Hampton Court on the twelfth of July 1 543. 

She always took great delight in convcrfing with the facred 
writings, and fearching after divine truths ; which confequently 
foon dilTipatcd the clouds of ignorance and fuperftition, and 
fet before her in a clear light the true fpirit of the gofpe!. 
She feems indeed, to have been of a very pious difpofition 
from her infancy, ns appears from a book of her own compo- 
sition, which I (hall mention by and by; but then the religious 
duties which lhe fo carefully practifed in her youth were ac- 
cording to the blind devotion of that age ; and thofe errors llie 
not only retracted afterwards, but made abundant compenfa- 
tion for them, by forwarding the reformation, and advancing 
and encouraging the proteflant caule. She purfued thofe good 
defigns as far as the mutable and perverfe difpofition of an ar- 
bitrary prince, and the iniquity of the times would admit ; 
and even farther then ilie could do, without expofing herfelf 
to the utmoft danger : for though thefe laudable attempts were 
carried on with all proper prudence, and as much fecrccy as 
the nature of the thing would admit of ; yet they were ma- 
licioully obferved by Stephen Gardiner, bifliop of Winchefter; 
who, with chancellor Wriothelley and others, confpircd againfr. 
her fo artfully, that at length, having dfawn up articles, they 
gut a warrant lhbfcribed with the King's own hand to remove 
her to the tower ; which being accidentally dropt, was hap- 
pily found by one who conveyed it to her majerty. The fight 
of it, and tiie thought of the hard fate of other queens 
threw her i"'o a violent diforder, which confined her to her 
Bed. The King ! faring of her illnefs, made her a very kind 
and fcafonable vilit - t fpokc ;.ll the comfortable things imagina- 
ble to her } and fent her "one of his phvfkians (Dr. Wendy 
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as is believed) to take care of her health. The Dr. it feems 
was privy to the defign ; and guefled from outward fymptoms 
the caufe of the Queen's indifpofition ; fo that well knowing 
her lingular prudence, relying upon her fidelity, he ventured 
to open the fecret to her. The King being at that time a little 
indifpofed, the Dr. adviled the Queen by all means to chear 
up and recruit her drooping fpirits ; and to make his Majeity a 
vifit ; not doubting but that by her good fenfe and prudent 
management, (he might avert the impending danger. The 
Queen was guided by the doctor's advice, and foon after 
made his Majefty a vifit, attended only by her lifter the lady 
Harbert, and the lady Lane. She found him fitting and talk- 
ing with certain gentlemen of his chamber. The King feem- 
ed plealed with her vifit, and addrefted her in a very obliging 
manner j and breaking off his difcourfe with his attendants, 
he began of his own accord, contrary to his ufual cuftom, 
to confer with her about matters of religion ; feeming as it 
were, defirous to be refolved by the Queen of certain doubts, 
which he then offered to her : The Queen mftantly perceiving 
the tendency of his difcourfe, anfwered with great humility 
and fubmifiion. 

" Your Majefty doth know right well, neither I my felf am 
" ignorant what great imperfection and weaknefs by our firft 
" creation, is allotted to us women, to be ordained and ap- 
" pointed as inferiour and fubject unto Man as our head ; from 
" which head all our direction ought to proceed : and that 
'* as God made man to his own lhape and likenefs, whereby 
" he being indued with more fpecial gifts of perfection, might 
" rather be Hired to the contemplation of heavenly things, and 
" to the earneft endeavour to obey his commandments : even 
" lb alfo made he woman of man, of whom, and by whom 
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womanly weaknefs and natural im perfection, ought to be 
tolerated, aided and born withal), fo that by his wifdom 
" fuch things as be wanting in her, ought to be fupply'd. 

" Since therefore that God hath appointed fuch a natural 
" difference between Man and woman, and your Majefty bc- 
" iftg fo excellent in giftcs and ornaments of wifdom, and I a 
fimple poor woman, fo much inferiour in all refpects of nature 
unto you: how then cometh it now to pafs that your majefty 
in fuch diffufe Caufcs of religion, will feem to require my 
judgment ? which when I have uttered, and faid what I 
can, yet muft I, and will I, refer my judgment in this and 
all other cafes to your Majefties wifdom, as my only anchor, 
fupream head, and govcrnour here in earth next under God, 
*' to lean unto." 

" Not fo, by St. Mary, reply 'd the King, you are become 
*' a doctor, Kate, to inftruct us (as we take it) and not to 
" be inftructed or directed by us." 

" If your Majefty take it fo (fays the Queen) then hath 
" your Majefty very much miftaken me, who have ever 
" been of the opinion, to think it very unfeemly and prepof- 
** terous for the woman to take upon her the office of an in- 
" ftructor or teacher to her lord and hufband, but rather to 
" learn of her hufband,and to be taught by him. And where 
" I have with your Majefty's leave prefumed heretofore to 
* { difcourfe with your Majefty, in which I have fometimes 
*' feem'd to diffcnt from you : I did it not fo much to main- 
*' tain my opinion, as to minifter difcourfe, not onely to the 
" end that your Majefty might with lefs grief pafs over this 
painful time of your infirmity, by this kind of engagement j 
which I fancied might afford you fome relief : But alio that 
•«* I hearing your Majefties learned arguments, might from 
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" thence gain to my felf great advantage. And I aflure your 
" Majefty I have not miffed any part of my defired end in 
" that behalf ; always refering my felf in all fuch matters 
" unto your Majefty, as by ordinance of nature it is conveni- 
" ent for me to do." 

" And is it even fo fweet heart (faid the King) and tended 
" your arguments to no worfe an end ? Then arc we now 
" perfect friends again, as ever we were before. And as 
" he fat in his chair embracing her in his armes, and fa- 
" luting her, he faid, That it did him more good at 
" that time to hear thofe words from her own mouth, 
<c than if he had heard prefent news of an hundred thou- 
" (and pounds in money fallen to him." And having 
entertained the Queen and Attendants with fome diverting 
converfation, it being very late in the night, he gave her 
leave to depart : arid in her abfence he gave her the higheft. 
commendation. 

The day, and almoft the hour appointed being come, in 
which the Queen was to be convey 'd to the Tower, the King 
went into his garden, with only two gentlemen of the vbed- 
chamber, and fent for the Queen; who inftantly came to wait 
upon his Majefty, attended by Lady Harbert, Lady Lane, and 
Lady Tyrwhytj who were all to have been apprehended with 
the Queen. The King feem'd in high fpirits, and cntcrtain'd 
them with all the gaiety imaginable. But in the mid ft of their 
mirth, the Lord Chancellor approaches his Majefty's prefence 
with forty of the King's guard at his heels. The King look'd 
upon him with a very ftern countenance, and walking a fmall 
diftance from the Queen, called the chancellor to him ; who 
upon his knees fpoke foftly to his Majefty. The King in great 
anger called him knave, errant knave, bead and fool, and 
commanded him to depart out of his prefence inftantly. Af- 
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ter his departure the King immediately return'd to the 
Queen, who perceiving him to be much chagrin'd, ufed all 
the charms of her eloquence to foften his difpleafure ; hum- 
bly intreating his Majcfty, if liis fault were not too heinous, 
to pardon him for her fake. 

" Ah poor foul (fays the King) thou little knoweft how 
" evil he deferveth this grace at thy hands. Of my word 
" fweet heart he hath been toward thee an arrant knave, and 
*' fo let him go." To which the Queen anfwered very cha- 
ritably \ 

Thus remarkably did divine providence protecl: and defend 
her at that time, againft the fnares and malice of her ene- 
mies ; and delivered her from this imminent danger: which be- 
ing happily prevented, (he parted fafely through the remaining 
part of this tempestuous reign. 

This dreadful alarm feems to have awakened all the divine 
faculties of her foul j and to have put her upon employing 
Jier thoughts in pious meditations and prayer, and upon mak- 
ing due preparation for eternity. 

She faw plainly enough that the principles of religion which 
Ihe had firft learned did not correfpond with holy writ. But 
tho' {he had a considerable (hare of learning joined to an ex- 
cellent underftanding j her great modefty would not permit 
them to be her only guide in matters of fo great importance j 
for me kept feveral eminent divines constantly with her to folve 
her doubts, and to instruct her in the true religion. With 
thofe learned men (who were her chaplains) (he ufed to have 
private conferences as often as opportunity would permit, about 
the doctrine of the reformation, and the abufes which were 

* Tbofe who hare an inclination to fee fult the A€ts and Monuments of the 
a lajgir account of thi* affair, may con- Church, pag. i+zi, &c Ed. 1570. 

then 
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then crept into the church : but particularly in Lent, every 
day in the afternoon flie had a fcrmon preached to her in her 
chamber, which generally lafted about an hour ; at which 
time the ladies and gentlewomen of her privy chamber, and 
others were there who were difpofed to hear. To all this 
(he added great application and induftry in ftudying books of 
divinity ; particularly the holy fcriptures. Being thus qualified, 
(he began to commit fome of her own thoughts to writing. 
Her firft compofition feems to have been that intitled, Queen 
Katberine Ptirre's lamentation of' a Jtnner t bewailing the igno- 
rance of her blind life. London, 1548, and 1563, octavo. 
This difcourfe was found among her papers after her death ; 
and was publiflied by Secretary Cecil, who prefixt to it a pre- 
face of his own writing. In it Hie acknowledges with great 
fincerity the finful courfe of her life for many years, in which 
ihe relying on external performances, fuch as fajls and pil- 
grimages, was all that while a ftranger to the internal and true 
power of religion : which (he came afterwards to feel by the 
ihidy of the fcripture, and the calling upon God for the af- 
iiftance of that holy fpirit by whofe direction they were writ- 
ten. She explains clearly the notion (he had of juftification 
by faith, So that holinefs neceflarily followed upon it \ 

She alfo compofed many p fa 1ms, prayers and pious dif- 
courfes, which (he her (elf publim'd. Thofe books being ex- 
ceeding fcarce, the reader will be obliged to Mr. Strype for the 
following account of them. The devotions of this good Queen 
(fays that indefatigable author) confifted of pfalms and prayers. 
The pfalms were in number fifteen, of good length each, made 
in imitation of David's pfalms ; being digefted into verficles. 
Whereof many were excerptions out of the book of pfalms, 

« Vid. Bp Bwmct'» Hift. of the Reformat Pan x. Book 1 . pag. 97. 

and 
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and other places of fcripture. Each pialm had its proper 
fubject. The firft was For obtaining RemiJJion of Sins : be- 
ginning " O Lord of Lords, God almighty, great and dread- 
" ful ; which by thy word haft made heaven, earth, the fea, 
" and all things contained in them. 

" Nothing is able to refift thy power : thy mercy is over 
" all thy works. 

" All things be under thy dominion and rule, both man 
" and beaft, and all living creatures. 

" Thou art merciful to whom thou wilt, and haft com- 
" paffion on whom it pleafeth thee, 6cc. 

The fecond pfalm alfo was For remiffion of Sins : be- 
ginning, 

" O moft mighty God of angels and men ; whofe judg- 
<c ments be unfearchable, and whofe wifdom is profound and 
" deep: 

" Hear the prayers of thy fervant, and caft not away the 
" humble luit of thy poor creature and handy-work, 6cc. 

The third pfalm was For rcmiffion of Jim alfo. The 
4th, A complaint of a penitent /inner which is fore troubled, 
and overcome with fns. The fifth, For obtaining of godly 
wifdom. The fixth, A cbrijiian man prayeth that be may be 
healed of God. The feventh, For an order and direction of gocd 
living. The eighth, A chriflian prayeth that he may be deli- 
vered from his enemies. The ninth, Againft enemies. The 
tenth, When enemies be fo cruel that !:e cannot fuffer them. The 
eleventh, Of confidence and trufl in God. The twelfth, If God 
defer to help long time. The thirteenth, In which be gives 
thanks to God that his enemies have net gotten tie over-hand of 
bim. The fourteenth, In which the gocdmfs of God is praifed. 
The fifteenth, Of the benefits of God y with thanks for the fame. 
To which were fubjoincd the twenty-nrft pfalm, intitled, 

The 
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the complaint of Cbrijl on the Crofs, and a plalm of thankf- 
giving. 

Then followed the book of prayer : intitled, Pr ayers or 
meditations, wherein the mind is Jiirred patiently to fuffer all 
affHElions here j and to fet at nought the vain prosperity of this 
•world; and alivay to long for evcrla/ling jelicity. collected out 
of holy works by the mcji vertuous and gracious Katherine, 
Qyeen of England, France and Ireland, A. D. 1 545, 4to. 1 56 1, 
1 2mo." Thefe prayers were all digefted, as were the pfalms 
aforefaid into verficles and fentences, and contain a great deal 
of true piety and devotion, fenfc of God, and dependance on 
him, and many of them excellently fuited to her own condi- 
tion. -Then follow two prayers for the King, and for men to 
lay entering battle. Which latter I make no doubt the Queen 
compofed upon the King's expedition into France with a great 
Army, when (he was left Regent at home. In the faid prayer 
fhe had this truly pious petition, " Our caufe being now juft, 
" and being enforced to enter into war and battle, we mod 
" humbly befeech thee, O Lord God of Hofts, fo to turn 
" the hearts of our enemies to the defire of peace, that no 
*' chriftian blood be fpilt ; or elfe, grant O Lord, that with 
** fmall efFufion of blood, and to the little hurt and damage 
" of innocents, we may to thy glory obtain victory. And 
<l that the wars being foon ended, we may all with one heart 
" and mind knit together in concord and unity, laud and 
" praife thee, &c." The next is a devout prayer to be daily 
faid, together with one or two more. 

There was alfo printed another piece of the devout ftudies 
of this good Queen, intitled, A goodly expofition of the ffty-Jirft 



" There is an edition of the prayers and prior to thefe. 'Tis in fmall iro ; no dare 
meditations alone in the Bodleian library, or printer's name. Contains 31 leaves. 

Pfalm, 
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pfalm, nvbicb Hierom of Ferrary made at tbe latter end of bt s 
days. Which I fuppofc (he tranflated into Englifh, beginning, 
" Wretch that I am, comfortlefs and forfaken of all men, 
" which have offended both heaven and earth, &c. Then fol- 
low in conclufion, other things, as Of faith : Tbe power of 
faitb: Tbe -work of faith: Good works: Tbe prayer of the 
prophet Daniel. 

The number as well as the piety of thefe compofitions fuf- 
ficiently fhew how much of her time and thoughts, amidft all 
the bufinefs and ceremonies of her ftation was employed in 
order to fecure her own eternal happinefs ; and implanting the 
feeds of piety and virtue in the minds of her people. And 
as fhe very well knew how far good learning was fubfervient 
to thefe great ends j fo fhe ufed her utmoft endeavours for the 
eftablifhment and improvement of it. For, as Mr. Strype 
obferves," when the adt was made, that all colleges, chantries, 
and free chapels mould be in the king's difpofal ; the Univer- 
fity of Cambridge laboured under terrible apprehenfions : and 
well knowing the Queen's great affection to learning, they ad- 
drefs'd their letters to her, by Dr. Smith (afterwards Sir Tho- 
mas Smith the learned fecretary of flate to King Edward) in 
which they intreated her Majefty to intercede with the King 
for their colleges ; which fhe effectually performed. Ana 
wrote to them in anfwer, " That fhe had attempted for the ftay 
" of their pofTeflions : and that notwithstanding his Majefties 
" property and intereft to them, by virtue of that act of par- 
" liament, he was, fhe faid, fuch a patron to good learning, 
" that he would rather advance and erect new occafion thereof, 
" than confound thofe their colleges. So that learning might 
M aicribe her very original, as well as confervation and flay, 

» Hiftoricil Memorials, vol. 2. p. 133. 
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" unto him, 6cc." And in the fame letter (he exhorts them 
" not to thirft after profane learning and forget chriftianity 
M in the mean time ; as though the Greek Univerfity of Athens 
" were tranfpofcd into England. Since their excellency did 
" only attain to moral and natural things. But (he admo- 
" niihed them fo to ftudy thofe doctrines that they might 
" ferve as means towards the attaining, and better fetting forth 
" of Chrift's moil facred doctrine. That it might not be 
*' laid againft them at the tribunal feat of God, how they 
" were alhamed of Chrift's doctrine. That (lie hoped, that 
" in their feveral vocations, they would apply thcmfelves fin- 
" cerely to the fetting it forth ; and that they would conform 
their fundry gifts, arts and ftudies to fuch end that Cam- 
bridge might be accounted rather an Univerfity of divine 
philofophy, than natural or moral." 
This fo fatisfattory an anfwer to the petition of the Univer- 
fity of Cambridge, mews as well the great influence me had 
over the King, as the good ufe £he made of it. Nor can the 
reader fail of obferving from the latter part of her anfwer how 
well (he deferved his Majefty's favour. She deferved every 
inftance of it (he could afk for ! for, next to the ftudies of the 
holy Scriptures, and performing the duties and fervice injoined 
by them j Cut feems to have made it her principal care to be 
obfequious to his will. And as that part of his life which it 
fell to her lot to mare with him, was attended with almoft 
continual indifpofitions ; fo his ill health joined fuch a fiercenefs 
of manners to his former intractable difpofiti on, a s rendered it 
a taflc extremely difficult, even for his prime favourites to 
make themfelvcs agreeable to him, and retain his eftcem : yet, 
fuch were the amiable qualities of this Queen, that by a moft 
obliging tendernefs, and charming turn of converfation, /he 
not only preferved his affection under all his pain and ficknefs 5 

N but 
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but greatly contributed to the alleviation of them ; which fo 
cemented the King's affections, and fixed her fo firmly in his 
good graces, that after the bilhop of Winchefter wus known 
to have been difappointed in his fcheme, none of her adver- 
fariesdurft make any attempts againft her. 

As a confirmation of what I have laid concerning this lady's 
extraordinary virtues, and of the true fenfc which the King 
had of them, I will here exhibit the laft teftimony of his 
affection to her from his will which bears date December the 
3 oth, 1 546, but one month before his deceafe ; which is as 
follows. 

*' — And for the great Love, Obedience^ chaflnefs of Life, 
" and Wifdom, being in our forefaid Wife and Queen, we be- 
• " queath unto her for her proper ufe, and as it mall pleafe 
u her to order it three thoufand pounds in plate, jewels, and 
" fluff of hourtiold, befides fuch apparel as it (hall pleafe her 
" to take, as me hath already j and further, we give unto her 
'* one thoufand pounds in money with the enjoying of her 
" dowry and joynture, according to our grant by act of 
" parliament." * 

Her great zeal for the reformation, and earned defire to 
have the fcriptures undcrftood by the common people, put her 
upon procuring feveral learned perfons to tranflate Eralmus's 
Parapbrafe on the New Tejlament, into the Englifti tongue for 
the fervice of the publick. And this me did at her own 
great expence, notwithstanding it has been attributed to arch- 
bimop Cranmer and others She engaged lady Mary (after- 
ward* Queen) in tranilating the paraphrale on St. John : upon. 

* A complete copy of the will may be Hi (lories. 
£eca in Dr. Fuller and Dr. Heylin's church 1 Vid. Grafton's Chronicle, p. 1 a*0- 
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which occafion fhe wrote an epiftle in latin to that princefs, 
which I will here add from Mr. Strypc, as a fpccimen of her 
fkill in that language ; becaufe it has been doubted whether 
flie underftood it, altho' we have fcvcral latin epiltles in print ■ 
which were addrefs'd to her. 

Cum multa fint, Nobiliflima ac Amantiflima Domina, qua? 
me facile invitant hoc tempore ad fcribcndum, nihil tamen 
perinde me movit atque cura valetudinis tua?, quam, ut fpero, 
efle optimam, ita de eadem certiorem fieri, magnopere cupio. 
Quare mitto hunc nuntium quern judico fore tibi gratiflimum, 
turn propter artem illam Muficae, qua te fimul ac me oppid6 
oble&ari non ignoro ; turn quod a me profeclus tibi certirTime 
referre poflit de omni ftatu ac valetudine mca\ Atque fane in 
animo fuit ante hunc diem iter ad te fecifle, teque coram falu- 
tafle ; verum voluntati meae non omnia refponderunt. Nunc 
fpero hac Hyemc, idque prope diem, propius nos efle con- 
grefluras. Quo lane mihi nihil erit jucundum magis, aut 
magis volupe. 

Cum autem, ut accepi, fumma jam manus impofita fit per 
Maletum operi Erafmico in yobannem (quod ad tralationem 
fpectat) neque quicquam nunc reftet, nifi ut jufta quxdam 
vigilantia ac cura adhibeatur in eodem corrigendo, te obfecro, 
ut opus hoc pulcherrimum atque uriliflimum, jam emendatum 
per Maletum aut aliquem tuorum, ad me tranfmitti cures ; 

* In Fuller and Strype's ecclcfiaftical thcfc learned men who were fo converfant 
hiftorics : and in Mr. Hcame's appendix in Englifh hiftory could be fo much milla> 
to his edit, of Titi Livii Foro-Julicnfis ken } lince every body who is acquainted 
Vita Henrid qui at i regis Angli<r. with our ecclefialHcal hiflorians knows 

Dr. Smith and Mr. Hcarnc imagined that Dr. Mallet was lady Mary's chaplain, 
this letter of Queen Katherine's to be wrote And that lady Elizabeth was then too 
to the lady Elizabeth. Vid. T. Livii Foro- ' young to undertake fo great a work. 
Joliens. p. 108. Tis very ftrange how 
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quo fuo tempore preli dari pofllt : Atque porro figniftces, an 
fub tuo nomine in lucem feliciffime exire vclis, an potius incerto 
Autore. Cui operas mea fane opinione injuriam facere videbc- 
ris, fi tui nominis autoritate etiam pofteris commendatum iri 
recufavaris: in quo accuratiflime transferendo tantos labores 
fummo Reip. bono fufcepifti ; plurefque (ut fatis notum eft) 
fufceptura, fi valetudo corporis permififlet. Cum ergo in hac 
re abs te laboriofe admodum fudatum fuifle nemo non intelli- 
gat, cur quam omncs tibi merito dcferant laudcm rejicias, non 
video. Attamen ego banc rem omnem ita relinquo prudentiae 
tuae, ut quamcunque velis rationem inire, earn ego maxime 
approbandam cenfuero. 

Pro crumena quam ad me dono mififti ingentes tibi gratias 
ago. Deum Opt. Max. precor, ut vera ac intaminata felici- 
tate perpetuo tc beare dignetur. In quo etiam diutiflime* valeas. 
Ex Harrwortbio 20 Septembris 

Tui {todioflima ac amantiflima 

Katbcrina Regina, K. P. 



This tranflation of Erafmus's paraphrafe was begun in the 
year 1545, but was not publimed till 1548, juft before the 
death of the Queen : and was perhaps thus long retarded by 
the great alterations which then happened in the afiairs both of 
church and ftate. 

Several letters of this Queen's befides the abovementioned, 
are ftill preferved : viz. 

A letter to King Henry ; then in his expedition againft 
France. The whole runs in a itrain of great tendernefs and 

humility^ 
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humility j and is excellently adapted to the humour of that 
prince. Alfo, 

An epiftle to the Univerfity of Cambridge, in anfwer to an 
addrefs fent from thence to her Majefty, as abovementioned. 
Likewife, 

An epiftle to the lady Wriothefly j comforting her for the 
lofs of her only fon. 

Thefe are publiflied by Mr. Strype in his appendix to the 
fecond volume of his annals j with a long and pious prayer 
of Queen Katherine's, compofed by her in fhort ejaculations 
fuited to her condition. Begins, 

" Moft benign Lord Jefu, grant me thy grace, that it may 
" alway work in me, and perfevere in me unto the end. 

M Grant me, that I may ever defire and will that which 
« is moft pleafant and acceptable unto thee." And goes 
on to a great length, breathing out the devout thoughts of her 
heart. 

In the catalogue of manufcripts in the library of Corpus 
Chrifti College in Cambridge, Fol. London 1722. p. 87, is 
mentioned, a letter of Queen Katherine Parr, to the college 
of Stoke, that Edward Waldgrave may have a leafe of their 
mannor of Chipleye in Suffolk. 

And alfo in the Sylloge Epiftolarum, printed by Mr. Hearne 
at the end of his edition of Titus Livy's Life of King Henry 
the fifth, p. 209, is a letter from Queen Katherine to her third 
hufband the lord Admiral j dated from Chelfey, 1 548. 

In the collection of ftatc papers, published by Mr. Heynes, 
pages 6 1, 62, are two letters from the Queen to the lord 
admiral. Thefe two epiftles (and the abovementioned) relate 
to the domeftic broils between the duke of Somerfet and the 
lord admiral, and other private affairs. 

In 
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In a volume of manufcript letters in Mr. Aflimole's ftudy, 
number 1720, ' is an epiftle wrote with the Queen's own 
hand to the lord admiral upon the fame topick. 



» Bilhop Tanner in his Bihtiotbeta, ar- 
ticle Lttyt>xr, mentions two letters in this 
volume, from the Queen to the admiral : 
but upon the moil careful fearch, I could 
find but one : and yet by the chafin in the 
paging, it is very evident that it was once 
to be found there. The great defire 
which the compiler of thefe memoirs has 
that every thing of this nature may be 
preferved, will he hopes excufc the liber- 
ty he takes of obferving, that it is to be 
lamented that the Curators were not im- 
powercd to remove thefe valuable collec- 
tions of manufcripts, when ever they faw 
ucceftuy required it, to the famous Bodleian 
rcpofitory : where they would be kept 
with all due care. As the principal dcAgn 
of the worthy donors was to have their 
collections preferred ; there are many 
and juil caufes which might make fuch a 
removal appear more agreeable to their 
intentions, however it may literally vary 
from their directions. As Mr. Strypc, 
Mr. Hcarnc and Mr. Heynes judged other 
letters of Queen Katherinc's which arc of 
as little confequcncc as this which remains 
in Mr. Aihmolc's collection, worthy of 
publication ; I gladly follow their exam- 
ple in preferving this Epiftle ; fearing left 
it fhould (hare the fame fate with the 
other. The letter may be found at p. 5. 
and is as follows : 

" My lord, as I gethcr by your letter 
" dclyvcr^d to my brother Harbert, ye ar 
" in lum fere how to frame my lord your 
" brother to fpeke in your favour ; the 
** denyall of your requcil fchall make hys 
« foly more manyfett to the world, which 



" wyll more grive me.thenthe want of hi* 
" fpekyng: I would not wyffche vow im- 
" portune for hys good wyll, yf it cum 
" nott frankely at the fyrtl, yt (hall be 
" fuft) cyent one* to have requyre yt, and 
" after to ccflc. I wold defyre ye myght 
•« obteyne the Kynges letters in your fa- 
" vour, and alio the ayde and furtherance 
" of the mooflc notable of the counfell, 
" fuchc as ye fchall thynke convenyent, 
" whiche thyngc obtayned fchal be no 
" fmall fchamc to your brother and lovyng 
" fyftcr, in cafe they do not the lyke. 
" My lord where as ye charge me with 
" a promyfe written with myne one hand, 
" to chaunge the two ycrcs into two 
" monethes, I thynke ye have no fuchc 
" playne fentence wrytten with my hand. 
" 1 knowc* not wether ye be a paraphryfer 

or not, yf ye be lemcd in that fcyencc 
" that ys polfyble ye may of one word 
" make whole fentence, and yet nott at 
" all tymcs after the true meanyng of the 
" wryter, as yt apery th by thys yowr cx- 
" poiycyon apon my wrytyng. When 
" yt ihal be yowr pleafurc to repay re hc- 
" ther ye muft take fum payne to cum 
" crly in the momyng that ye mav be 
" gone again by feven a clockc, and fo I 
" fuppofv ye may come without fulpcfl. 
" I pray you let me have knowlcge over 
" nyght at what howcr yc wyll come that 
" yowr portcreffe may waytc at the gate 

to the fcldcs for you. And thus wyth 
" my mode humble and herty comcn- 
" datyon J take my leve of you for thys 
" tyme, gyvyng you lyke thankes tor 
" yowr comyng to the court when 1 was 
" there. From Chclfcy. 

" I wyU 
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King Henry dying upon the 28th of January 1546-7, when 
fhe had been his wife three years, fix months and five days ; 
(he was not long after married to Sir Thomas Seymour, lord 
admiral of England, and uncle to King Edward the VI. 
This unhappy marriage foon put a ftop to all her temporal en- 
joyments : for between the matchlcfs pride and impcrioufnefs 
of her fifter in law the dutchefs of Somerfet ; and the bound- 
lefs ambition and other bad qualities of the admiral, fuch fu- 
rious animofities enfued as proved the defirudlion of both 
families : and interrupted her ftudies and contemplations in 
fuch a manner, that after this marriage I find no more of the 
productions of her pen, or any thing confiderable, befides her 
procuring the publication of the abovemention'd work. 

She lived but a mort time with this gentleman ; for after 
being deliver'd of a daughter, me dyed in child-bed in the 
month of September, 1 548, not without fufpicion of poifon, 
as feveral of our writers obfervc \ And indeed, fhe herfelf 
was apprehenfive of unfair dealing ; and roundly reproached 
the admiral on her death bed, for his great unkindnefs to her. 

** I wyll kepe in floretyll Ifoekewith chap, ij, p. 125. The title of a paper 
44 you, my loraes large offer fori - aufterne, in the Salisbury collection, publifhcd by 
** at which time I fchal be glad to knowe Mr. Haynes, pag. 103, 104. would tempt 
" your further pleafur therein. one to think that fomc inquiry was made 

into the manner of the Queen's death, and 
" By her that ys and (hal be yowr the admiral's conduct on that occafion. 

" humble true and lovyng wyffe As this paper is remarkable, and ferves to 

corfirm another obfervation which I have 
" Kateryn the Queen, K. P. made, I will here give an exad tranfeript 

of it. 

Endorfed, 

The Quenes letter from Chelfey to the " Elizabeth Tyrwhyt's QmfrJJmi. 
L. admiral. 

" A too dayes afor the deth of the 
b Godwyn's Annals, Englilh edit. p. " Queo, at my cvmyng to har in the 
132. Dugdale\ Baronage, vol. 2. p. 368. " mornyng, Jhe afltyd me wher I had ben 
Soype's HiHorical Memorials, vol 2d. " fo long, and fayed unto me, ihe dyd 

" fere 
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Where (he died, or in wjhat place (he lies buried, I know 
not j nor can meet with any information among our hiftorians, 
though many of them mention her death, and fpeak of her 
with fuch regard as makes the omiffion of fuch a ckcumftance 
appear fomewhat extraordinary. Nay, even the indubious 
Mr, Strype, who has filled up fo many chaims, and added ib 
much to the writings of thofe who preceded him in the hiftory 
of thofe times, is nevcrthelefs deficient in this refped: : how- 
ever, he has made fome amends in obliging the world with 
the following latin epitaph* compofed in memory of her, by 
Dr. Parkhurft, one of her domeftic chaplains, and -afterwards 
biihop of Norwich e . 



" fere fuch things in harfelf, that flie wu 
** fuer (he cola not lyve : where unto I 
«• anfwaryd, as I thowght, that I fawe na 
** lyklyhod of deth in har. She then 
" haveyng my lord adntyrall by the hand, 
" and dyvers other ftandyng by, fpake 
" thes wardys, partly, as 1 toolce hyt, 
*• idylly. My lady Tjrwbjt, I am not nje/ 
banMjtl, for thes that be about me carjtb 
tut for me, but ftastdytb, ianvgbyng at my 
grtf } and the moor good I ivy/ to them, the 
let good tbay nrfl to me : whereunto my 
** lord admyrall anfweryd, why fwet-hart 
*' I wold you no hurt. And ftie faed to 
" hym agayn alowd, no my lord, I thinke 
" fo ; and imcdyetly me fayed to hyme 
in hys ere, but, my lord, you have 
" geven me many lhrowd tauntes. Thos 
" wordyt I parfauwyd (he fpake with 
" good memory, and very (harply and 
" erneftly, for har mynd was for unquyct- 
«« tvdd. My lord admyrall parfevyng 
«* that I hard hyt, callyd me afyd, and 
" afked me what me byd ; and I declaryd 



hyt plainly to him. Then he confowl- 
ryd with me, that he wold ly down on 
the bed by har, to lolce if he could 
pacyfy har unquyetnes wit gentyll ca- 
mynycacyon; whereunto I agred. And 
by that tyme he had fpoken thre or four 
wordes to har, (he anfuered hym very 
rowndly and fhartly, fayeng, my lorde, 
I wold have geven a thowfand markes 
to have had my full talk wyth HttvyJu, 
the fyrft day I was delyveryd, but I 
doorft not, far difplefyng of you : and 
I heryng of that, parcevyd har troble* 
to be fo gret, that my hart wold farve 
me to her no mor. Sych 1; ke comuny- 
cafyon flic had with him the fpace of 
an owr ; wych they dyd hear that fat 
by har bed f;d. 

ELIZABETH TYRWHYT. 



e Vid. Appendix to the fecond vol. of 
Strypc's annals, p. 49. 

Incom- 
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Incomparabilis fceminac Catharinre, nuper Angliae, Franciae, 
& Hibernian reginae, dominae mere clementilfima?, cpitaphium. 
Anno 1548. 

Hoc regina novo dormit Catherina fepulchro, 
Sexus fceminei flos, honor atque dccus. 
Haec fuit HENRICO conjux fidiflima regi : 

Quern poftquam e vivis Parca tuliflet atrox ; 
Thomas Seymero (cui tu, Neptune, tridentem 

Porrigis) eximio nupferat illi viro. 
Huic peperit natam : a partu cum fcptimus orbem 

Sol illuftraffet, mors truculenta nccat. 
Defunclam madidis famuli deflemus ocellis ; 

Humectat trifles terra Britanna genas. 
Nos infelices moeror confumit acerbus : 
Inter cceleftes gaudet at ilia choros. 

The epitaph of the incomparable Lady Catherine, late Queen 
of England, France and Ireland } my mod indulgent miftrefs. 
A. D. 1548. 

In this new tomb the royal Catherine lies, 
Flow'r of her fex, renowned, great and wife ! 
A wife, by ev'ry nuptial virtue known j 
And faithful partner once of Henry's throne : 
To Seymour next her plighted hands me yields ; - 
(Seymour! who Neptune's trident juftly wields.) 
From him a beauteous daughter blefs'd her arms, 
An infant copy of the parent's charms : 
When now fev'n days this tender flow'r had bloom'd, 
Heav'n in it's wrath the mother's foul refum'd. 
Great Cath'rine's merit in our grief appears ; 
While fair Britannia dews her cheek with tears. 
Our loyal breafts with rifing fighs are torn, 
With faints (lie triumphs — we, with mortals mourn. 

O 
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LADY 



JANE GRAY. 



LADY Jane Gray, the eldeft daughter of Henry Gray 
Marquis of Dorfet, and Duke of Suffolk, by Frances 
Brandon eldeft daughter of Charles Brandon Duke of Suffolk, 
by Mary his wife, Queen Dowager to Lewis the twelfth of 
Prance, and youngeft daughter of King Henry the feventh, 
was a Lady not more diftinguifh'd by her defcent, than by her 
extraordinary accomplifhments : And thefe too, were not only 
great in themfelves, but adorned with fuch fwcetnefs of tem- 
per, and fuch innate goodnefs of heart, as rendered her the 
delight and wonder of all that knew her. 

She difcovered an early propenfity to all kinds of good lite- 
rature i and having a fine genius, improved under the tuition 
of Mr. Elmer (afterwards Bifhop of London) (he made a moil 
furprizing progrefs in the languages, arts and fciences. She un- 
derftood perfeSly both kinds of philofophyj and could exprefs 
herfelf very properly, at leaft in the Latin and Greek tongues': 

* We are affured by Mr. A (chain tfcat him to engage her to write a letter in Greek 
the wrote in the latter with great llrength to himfelf, and another to Stunnitis. Vid. 
©f fcntiment. And when he was in Ger- Afcham's Epift. Ed.Ojcon. pag. 237, 138. 
txmny, be wrote to her tutor, iblJkiting 

and 
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and wc arc informed by a noble knight e who was cotcmpo- 
rary with her, that Hie was well verfed in Hebrew, Chaldee, 
Arabic, French and Italian. And he adds, that (he play'd 
well on inftrumental mufic, writ a curious hand, and was 
excellent at her Needle ; and, notwithstanding all thefe rare 
endowments, that flie was of a mild, an humble, and 
modeft fpirit ; and never flicwed an elated mind, till Hie 
mewed it at her death. But above all, flie was very happy in 
having early imbibed the principles of the proteftant religion ; 
which (he embraced as a learned writer oblerves r , not out of 
any outward compliance with the pre lent current of the times; 
but becaufe her own moll excellent judgment had been fully 
fatisfied in the truth and purity thereof. But this indeed will 
beft appear from her fo conftantly adhering to them, and being 
fo ftrongly fortify'd again ft all attacks of popery ; that 
neither the hopes of grandeur, nor the fears of death could 
reconcile her to it. It may not be amifs to give an inftancc 
of her early averfion to one of the abfurd tenets of the roman 
church, as I find it in the Afti and Monuments of the Cburcb t 
p. 2128. Edit. 1583. 

" Being, when flie was very young, at the Lady Mary's 
" houfe at Ncwhall in EfTex, as flic was walking by the 
" chapel with the Lady Anne Wharton, that lady made low 
" obeifance to the facrament hanging on the altar, which 
" when Lady Jane faw, flie wondered why flie did fo, and 
** afked her whether the Lady Mary were there or not. Lady 
" Wharton anfwered no, but laid, flie made her curtfey to 
" him that made us all. Why, reply'd the Lady Jane, how 

■ Sir Thomai Chalonc/. Sec Strypc's ' Dr. Hcylin in his Hiftory of the Re~ 
Memorials Ecclcfiailical, vol. 3. p. 93. formation, p. 149. 
and Appendix, p. 17. 

O 2 " can 
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" can He be there that made us all, and yet the Baker made 
" him? This her anfwer coming to the Lady Mary's ear, (he 
never loved her after as is credibly reported." 



Of her ftrong afTedion to learning, there is a remarkable 
teftimony given by Mr. Afcham «, which, as it does honour 
to hcrfelf and learned preceptor, I cannot pafs by in filence. 
*' One example (faith he) whether love or fear doth work 
" more in a child, for verrue and learning, I will gladly re- 
port : which may be heard with fome pleafurc, and followed 
with more profit. Before I went into Germany, I came to 
Brodegate in Leicefterfhire, to take my leave of that noble 
lady, Jane Gray, to whom I was exceeding much behold* 
*' ing. Her parents the Duke and the Dutchefs, with all the 
*' houfliold, gentlemen and gentlewomen, were hunting in 
" the Park : I found her in her chamber, reading Flcedon 
" Platonis in Greek, and that with as much delight, as fome 
*' gentlemen would read a merry tale in Boccace. After Sa- 
'* lutation, and duty done, with fome other talk, I aflced her, 
" why flic would loofe fuch paftime in the Park : fmiling flic 
*' anfwered me j I wifle, all their fport in the Parke, is but a 
fliadow to that pleafure that I find in Plato : Alas, good 
" folk, they never felt what tme pleafure meant. And how 
44 came you, madam, quoth J, to this deep knowledge of 
" plealure, and what did chiefly allure you unto it, feeing not 
*' many women, but very few men have attained thereto. I 
*' will tell you, faith flie, and tell you a troth, which per- 
■** chance ye will marvel at. One of the greatcft benefits that 
** ever God gave me, is, that he fent me fo iharp and fevere 
*' parents, and fo gentle a fchoolmaftcr. For, when I am in 
• 

* Yid. hij Schoolmaftcr, p. n. 

" prefence 



Digitized by Google 



«< 

cc 
i< 

<< 



LADY JANE GRAY. 101 

prefencc cither of father or mother, whether I ipeak, keep 
*' lilence, fit, ftand, or go, eat, drink, he merry, or fad, be 
" fewing, dancing, or doing any thing elfe, I mull do it, as 
it were, in fuch weight, mcafurc and number, even lb per- 
fectly as God made the world ; or elle I am fo fharply 
taunted, fo cruelly threatned, yea prcfently fometimes, with 
pinches, nips and bobs, and other ways, (which I will not 
name, for the honour I bear them) without meafure 
miforder'd, till the time come, that I mull go to Mr. Elmer; 
" who t cache th me fo gently, fo plealantly, with fuch fair 
" allurements to learning, that I think all the time nothing, 
" whiles I am with him. And when I am called from him, 
I fall on weeping, becaufe, whatfoever I do elle, but learn- 
ing, is full of grief, trouble, fear and whole mifliking unto 
me. And thus my book hath been fo much my pleafure ; 
and bringeth daily to me more pleafure and more, that in 
refpecl of it, all other pleafures in very deed, be but trifles 
and very troubles unto me. I remember this talk very 
gladly, (faith Mr A.) both becaufe it is fo worthy of me- 
mory, and becaufe alfo it was the laft talk that ever I had, 
" and the lafl time that ever I faw that noble and worthy 
" lady." * 

The elegant character that Jerom Cardan has given us * 
from his own knowledge, of the great learning and abilities 
of King Edward the fixth is perfectly altonilhing : And yet 
we are allured by an author who had great opportunities of 
knowing thofe aiiairs with certainty, that /he was not only 
.equal, but alfo fuperiour to him in learning, and fkill in the 
Jearned languages. " If her fortune (fays he) had been as 
good as her bringing up, joyned with finenefs of wit : 



<< 



* Jo his book of Geninuw. * A£U and Mon. of the Church. 

undoubtedly 
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'* undoubtedly Hie might have feemed comparable, not only 
" to the houfe of the Vefpafians, Sempronians, and mother of 
* f the Grachics ; yea, to any other women befides that deferveth 
" high praife for their fingular learning ; but alfo to the uni- 
" verfity men, which have taken many degrees of the 
" Schools." 

Thofe great attainments, and amiable qualities, endeared 
her fo much to the young king, that he was the more eafily 
feduccd by the bafe artifices, and wicked infinuations of the 
Duke of Northumberland to feclude his lifters from the 
fuccefllon to the Throne, and convey it by will to the Lady 
Jane. The Duke of Northumberland in order to get the 
crown into the pofleflion of his own Family, contrived a 
match between the Lord Guilford Dudley his fourth fon, and 
the Lady Jane Gray, which wasfolemnized at Durham-Place, 
about the beginning of May, 1553, k . But now, alas! (he 
muft foon bid adieu to the fweet delights of ftudy, and im- 
provement of the mind ; for by the infinite ambition of her 
father-in-law, and the ftupendous folly of her own father, flie 
was violently puflied upon a precipice which proved fatal to 
her. Soon after her marriage, the king declined apace, 
and died on the fixth of July following, (An. 1553,) not 
without fufpicion of poifon. 

When the Duke of Northumberland acquainted her that 
the King was dead, and had declared her his fucceflbr, and 
that her title was recognized &c. the news was by no means 
acceptable to her : She appeared difturbed, and at a loft, and 
was not at all reconciled to her advancement. But fince an 
anfwer muft be given, after fome paufe for recollection (fays 



* Vid. Holialhcd'i Qhroa. vol. 2. p. 1083. Ed. 1587. 

Mr. Collier 
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Mr. Collier ftie told the Duke of Northumberland, that as 
far as (lie underftood, natural right and the conftitution of the 
kingdom, call the government upon the Princefs Mary : That 
{he was unwilling to incumber her life and her confeience 
with a character which did not belong to her : That thofe 
who brolce through right to grafp a fcepter, were infamous in 
ftory : That to fcruple the dealing of a {billing, and digeft 
the ufurpation of a crown, was meer bantering of juftice, and 
mocking God Almighty. To this flie added the inftability of 
human affairs, and the danger of publick eminence ; and 
therefore defired the liberty of a private ftation : But being 
fol licked to accept the crown, by the two dukes, her mother, 
and her hufband, (he forced her inclination, refigned to their 
importunities, and was draged as it were into the acceptance of 
a crown j and fince flie was but a young lady with fo much 
authority to miflead her j fince (he was fo earneftly prefled 
by fuch near relations ; 'tis no wonder to find her understanding 
furprifed, and that (he mould furrendef herfelf to their difpofal. 
And being thus drawn into an unwilling compliance, fhe was 
immediately proclaimed Queen, and had the keys of the 
tower deliver'd to her, 6cc. But the preparation which the 
lady Mary had made, by the afliftancc of the Suffolk Men, 
and other friends, in order to recover her right, together with 
the general cordnefs and neglect obferved in the lady Jane's, or 
rather Northumberland's caufe, induced the two dukes after 
a few days of mock grandeur were paft, to lay afide their 
ambitious views, and precipitate pretention to the crown ; and 
by a feigned fubmifiion, they feem'd to acquifce, and act in 
favour of hdy Mary. Upon this fudden turn of affairs the duke 

• 

1 Church Hiflorjr, vol. t. Lib. r.j. 334. Alfo Fox'a AQ» aoAMonuroenu Sec. 

her 
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her father came to her, and order'd her to lay afide the flatc 
of a Queen, and content herfclf with the fortune of a fubject. 
She not at all difcompofed, told her father, that {he was much 
better pleafed with this news, then when fhe afcended the 
throne purely in obedience to himfelf and her mother. She 
was fenfible her refigning to their authority, tho' againft her 
inclination, was a great fault, but now fhe did that which 
perfectly pleafed her. 

Queen Mary being feated in the throne, the lady Jane to- 
gether with her hufband lord Guilford Dudley, were com- 
mitted to the Tower, and on the 1 3th of November were 
both arraigned atGuild-Hall, and brought in guilty of trcafon. 

Soon after this the duke of Suffolk her father's engaging in 
Wyat's rebellion, proved fatal to this his excellent daughter : 
and fhe acquainted him by a letter (wrote in the mofl tender 
terms) that fhe was not infenfiblc he had fhorten'd her days. 
Before this lafl revolt, th.c Queen feem'd difpofed to deal gently 
with her : for after (he was found guilty of high treafon, fhe 
had the liberty of the parade in the tower, and of walking in 
the Queen's garden. But now 'twas thought ncceffary to pro- 
ceed to extremities, and that the Queen could not be fafe fo 
long as the other was living. This being refolved many 
Roman Catholicks, Men of the greatclt repute for learning 
and abilities were fent unto her, to diffwade her from the true 
profeffion of the Gofpel, which from her cradle (he had ever 
held ; each fti iving by art, by flattery, by threatnings, by 
promife of life, Sec. to bring her over to the church of Rome: 
but all their endeavours proved ineffectual ; for fhe had art to 
confound their art, wifdom to withftand their flatteries, refo- 
lution above their menaces, and fuch a true knowledge of life, 
that death was to her no other than a moil: familiar acquain- 
tance. At lafl Mr. Fcckcnham, an eminent divine, chaplain 

to 
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to- Queen Mary, and afterwand& abbot of Weftminftcr, was 
fent to her, to give her notice that flie muft die, and offcr'd to- 
reconcile her to the R. C. Religion. She received the firft part 
of this meflage with great temper and unconcernednefs : But 
as to the other, {he faid Hie had no leifure to enter upon con- 
troverfy, but mould fpend the little time (he had, in preparing 
for eternity. Mr. Feckenham believing me was willing to get 
more time, went to the Queen and procured a reprieve for 
three days. When he acquainted hes with it^ he defired <he 
would hear him upoo the fubject of religion. She told him 
he miftook her meaning, that (he was by no means fond of 
living longer, that (he had not the leaft intention or defign 
that he mould follicite the Queen on that occafion. But Mr. 
Feckenham being very prefling to converfe with her on reli- 
gious fubjccls, at laft they engaged in a difpute concerning 
justification by faith, the number of the Sacraments, tranfub- 
fbuitiation, communion in one kind, and the authority of the 
Church. This conference gain'd her much efteem, and i» 
greatly admired and commended by bilhop Burnet, Mr. Collier 
and other ecclefiaftical hiftorians. But I will not foreftall the 
reader's judgment by giving my own, or other people's opinions- 
concerning it, I mall rather chufe to give an entire tranfeript 
of it, and leave the reader to judge for himfelf. Here then 
follows the conference between the Lady Jane and Mr- 
Feckenham touching her faith and religion,, as it was wrote 
and fubferib'd by her own hand. 

" Feckenham. What thing is required in a christian ? 

M L. Jane. To believe in God the Father, in God the 
" Son, in God the Holy GhoSt, three Peiibns and one God. 

M Feck. Is there nothing elfe requir'd in a christian but to 
l * believe in God ? 

P « L. Jane. 
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" L. Jane. Yes : we muft believe in him, we muft love 
" him with all our heart, with all our foul, and all our mind, 
and our neighbour as our felf. 

n Feck. Why then faith juftifieth not, nor faveth not ? 
" L. Jane. Yes verily, faith (as St. Paul faith) only 
" juftifieth. 

" Feck. Why St. Paul faith. If I have all the Faitb of the 
4< 'world, without love, it is nothing. 

" L. Jane. True it is, for how can I love him I truft not, 
*' or how can I truft in him whom 1 love not ? faith and 

love ever agree together, and yet love is comprehended in 
" faith. 

** Feck. How rtiall we love our neighbour ? 

" L. Jane. To love our neighbour is to feed the hungry, 
41 clothe the naked, and to give drink to the thirfty, and to do 
" to him as we would do to our fclvcs. 

" Feck. Why then it is neceflliry to falvation to do good 
44 works, and it is not fufficient to believe ? 

M L. Jane. I deny that. I affirm that faith only faveth ; 
41 but it i» not meet for all chriftians, in token that they follow 
** their mafter Chrift, to do good works ; yet may we not fay, 

nor in any wife believe, that they profit to falvation : for 
V altho* we have done all we can, yet we are unprofitable 
4t fervants : and the faith we have only in Chrut's blood, and 
** his merits faveth. 

" Feck. How many facraments are there ? 

" L. Jane. Two ; the one the facrament of baptifm, and 
4i the other the facrament of the Lord's fupper. 

" Feck. No, there be feven facraments. 

" L. Jane. By what fcripture find you that ? 

" Feck. Well, we will talk of that hereafter : but what 
** is fi^nificd by your two facraments ? 

41 L. Jane, 
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" L. Jane. By the facrament of baptifm I am wafli'd with 
" water, and regenerated in the fpirit, and that warning is a 
" token to me that I am the child of God : the facrament of 
" the Lord's fupper is offer'd unto me as a fure feal and tefti- 
•* mony that I am, by the blood of Chrift which he med 
" for me on the crofs, made partaker of the everlafting 
" kingdom. 

« Feck. Why, what do you receive in that bread? Do you 
" not receive the very body and blood of Chrift ? 

" L. Jane. No furely, I do not believe fo. I think at that 
" fupper I receive neither flefli nor blood, but only bread and 
" wine ; the which bread when it is broken, and the wine 
<c when it is drunk, putteth me in mind how that for my 
" fins the body of Chrift was broken, and his blood (hed on 
" the crofs j and with that bread and wine I receive the bene- 
" fits which came by breaking of his body, and by the 
" (bedding of his blood on the crofs for my fins. 

" Feck. Why but, madam, doth not Chrift fpeak thefe 
" words, take, eat, this is my body : Can you require any 
" plainer words ? Doth he not fay, that it is his body ? 

" L. Jane. I grant he faith fo ; and fo he faith like wife in 
«« other places, I am the vine, I am the door, it being only 
'* but a figurative borrow'd fpeech. Doth not St. Paul fay, he 
" calleth thofe things which are not, as tho' they were ? God 
" forbid that I mould fay, that I eat the very natural body and 
" blood of Chrift j for then either I would pluck away my 
" redemption, or confefs there were two bodys, or two 
« c chrifts : Two bodys, the one body was tormented on the 
" crofs j and then if they did eat another body, . how abfurd r* 
" Again, if his body was eaten really, then it was not broken 
" upon the crofs j or if it were broken upon the crofs (as it is 
** doubticfs) then it was not eaten of his difciplcs. 

P 2 " Feck. 
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" Feck. Why is it not as poffiblc that Chrift by his power 
** could make his body both to be eaten and broken, as to be 
«* born of a Woman without the feed of a man, and as to 
" walk on the fea having a body, and other fuch like miracles 

which he wrought by his power only ? 

" L. j.me. Yes verily ; if God would have done at his laft 
" fupper a miracle, he might have done fo ; but I lay, he 
*' minded nor intended no work or miracle, but only to break 
" his body and ftied his blood on the crofs for our fins. But 

1 bcleech you anfwer me to this one queftion, where wa6 
" Chrift when he laid, take, eat, this is my body ? Was he not 
Ai at the table ? When he laid fo, he was at that time alive, 

and'firffered not till the next day. Well, what took he but 
* ( bread ? And what gave he but bread ? Look, what he took 
" he brake, and look, what he brake he gave, and look what 
» he gave that they did eat } and yet all this while he him- 
" felf was at fupper before his difciples, or elfe they were 
*' deceived. 

~* 1 Feck. You ground your faith upon fuch authors as fay 
11 and unfay both with a breath, and not upon the church, to 
" whom you ought to give credit. 

" L. Jane. No, I ground my faith upon God's Word, and 
** not upon the church ; for if the church be a good church, 
M the fdthof thechurch muft be try'd by God's Word, and 
" not God's Word by the church, neither yet my faith : 
" Shall I believe the church becaufe of antiquity ? Or ihall I 
" give credit to that churdh which taketh away from me a 
*' full half part of the Lord's Supper, and will let no layman 
•* seceive it in both kinds, but the priefts only themfelves ? 
M which tiling if they deny to us, they deny tis part of our 
** falvation : And I fay, that it is an evil and no good church, 
*•* and not the fpoufe of Chrift, but the ipoufe of the Devil, 

-which 
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u which altereth the Lord's Supper, and both taketh from it, 
" and addeth to it. To that church, I fay, will God add 
" plagues, and from that church will he take their part out of 
u the book of life. You may learn of St. Paul how he did 
" adminifter it to the Corinthians in both kinds, which fince 
" your church rcfufeth, mall I believe it ? God forbid ! 

" Feck. That was done by the wifdom of the church, and 
" to a molt good intent, to avoid ao herefy which then 
M fprung in it. 

" L. Jane. O but the church muft not alter God's Will 
M and ordinances for the colour or glofs of a good intent; it 
" was the error of king Saul, and he not only reaped a curfe, 

but perifhed thereby, as is evident in the holy fcriptures. 

" To this Mr. Feckenham gave me a leng, tedious, yet 
w eloquent reply, ufing many ftrong and logical pcrfuafions to 
" compel me to have lean'd to their church ; but my faith 
" had armed my refolution to withftand any ailault that words 
M could then ufe againft me : Of many other articles of reli- 
" gion we reafoned, but thefe formerly rehearfed, were the 
u jchiefeft and moft effectual." 

fiibfcribed, 

JANEDUDLEY. 

HolinThed fays'" flie wrote diverfe things highly to her com- 
mendation. And Sir Richard Baker informs us " that ihc 
wrote diverfe excellent treatifes. But what thofe treatifes are, 
or where they may be found, J know not. 



* Chronick, p. 1169. Ed. 15871 • Chronicle, p. 325. Ed. 1670. 

In 
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In the time of her impriibn merit, (he wrote a long epiftle 
to a noble friend of hers in the court of England, fays 
the author of the fliort account of her, printed in a book 
called the Phoenix \ But all other writers which I have 
met with, fay, that it was to Dr. Harding her father's chap- 
lain, who had then apoftatized from the true faith j and 
was afterwards the great antagonist of the famous bifhop 
Jewel. Sht writes to him (as Mr. Collier juftly obferves) 
in a very pathetic ftrain to recover him. She endeavours 
to move him by the terrors of the other world, tells him he 
ought to prefer his confcience to his life : Cites feverai paf- 
fages from fcripture, and church hiftory, to work him to repen- 
tance and refolutioo. The difcourfe is remarkably pious and 
difcovcrs no ordinary fhare of elocution. 

Biftiop Burnet tells us that he had two of her letters in 
latin, writ to Bullinger, copied from the originals, all in her 
own h uid, written in a pure and unaffected ftile. She was 
then entring on the ftudy of the Hebrew, in the method that 
Bullinger advifed her. She exprcfles, in thefe her letters, a 
wonderful refped and fubmiflion to him, with a great ftrain 
of modefty, and a very Angular zeal for religion. Thefe 
letters feem to be the very fame that are lately printed, toge- 
ther with two other latin epiftles of hers ; the third to Bul- 
linger, and the fourth to her lifter the lady Katherine Gray 
(which I mall take notice of by and by) in a book entitled, 
Epiflola ab El ' delta Hthetica Reformatoribus vel ad eos fcripta. 
Quibus mult a Tbeolegica, Hiftorica> Politico^ & maxime Eccle- 
fia/iica continentur . Centuria Prima. Ex Autographis recen- 
fuit ac edidit Job.' Conradus Fuejlinus. Tiguri, 1742. oftavo. 
As the three firft of thofe letters do not contain any thing 
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hiftorical, or very remarkable, I (hall make no observations 
on them. But the laft being full of pious exhortations, and 
divine love, and thefe exprefs'd at fuch a time as the fincerity 
of them cannot well be call 'd in queftion; I will here give a 
tranfeript of it. 

Having been reading in her Greek teftament, the night be- 
fore her death, upon clofing up the book, me obferved fome 
fpare leaves of clean paper at the end of it, on which lhe im- 
mediately wrote the following letter -\ 

Mitto ad te CATHARINA Soror ! librum, etfi foris qui- 
<dem nullo auro bracteatum ; intus tarn en quo vis auro 6c Mar- 
garitis infinitis modis fuperiorem. Codicillu6 eft divinae legis 
Sc noviflimi teftamenti fcedus, quod nobifcum miferrimis pec- 
catoribus pepigit Deus. Cujus dudtu, fi Te fequacem prae- 
bueris leftricem, perduceris non ad hujus mundi omnibus mo- 
mentis nutantia bona j fed ad vers felicitatis atque seternae vitae 
immortalem poiTeflionem. Docebit Te & pie vivendi &c bene 
moriendi rationem. Denique plus hinc tibi lucri acceffurum 
eft, quam alioqui ex infehcis & captivi parentis tui tcrris 6c 
latifundiis omnibus. Quemadmodum enim, fi integra? illi res 
manmTent et incolumis flatus, ad Te, quse jam proxima es he- 
reditaria illius omnia bona obveniflent ; Ita fi nunc graviter & 
ftudiofc felicifiimum hujus teftamenti arvum evolveris, earn 
reperies margaritam, eas Tibi opes parabis, quas nec rapaccs 
avaritia? manus eripient, nec fures depraedabuntur, nec corrum- 
pent tinea. 

i Bifhop Burnet fays, Ihe wrote this printed in that Language by Mr. Fox, in 
letter in Greek : And the juftly celebrated hi* AOi and Monxnunti of tht Cimreb. See 
Cambridge Antiquary Mr. Baker, fop- the appendix to Bifhop Burnet's third Vol. 
pofc* Ihe wrote it m KnglUh, beenofe it it of the Hiflory of the Refcrrnation, p. 409. 

Id 
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Id unice fit Tibi Studio, chara Soror ! ut cum DAVIDE 
profkias & mediteris in lege Domini Dei tui. Sic vive, ut 
quotidie difcas mori, quo per mortem ad vitam contendas nun- 
qtiam deinde perituram. Ncc te fallat tenerae tux atatis flos. 
& juventae fiducia, quafi hoc nomine longiorem Tibi vitam 
pollicens. ^Eque enim cito, fi evocarit Deus, juvenis & vir- 
gunculx tenera:, atque decrepiti abripiuntur fenes. Affidue 
igitur in hoc incumbe, ut mori afliiefcas. Hoc qu Liquid eft 
mundi abjice, Diabolo obfifte, earn is rei pue cupiditates, Te 
ipfam totam exue, in Domino unice te obledta : fie deplores 
admifTa tua, ne quid defperes tamen ; in fide fis alacris, ne 
interim immodica ruas confidentia ; icrnperque cum beato 
PAULO diflblvi expete r ut (is aim CHRISTO, in quo 
quifquis eft, etiam mortuus fuerit, non poteft tamen non 
vivere. Sic Te compara ac vitam inftitue, ut cum fideli fervo 
omnibus horis advigiles, etiam no<fre media : ne, quum mors, 
fngruerit, tanquam fur noclurnus, Te imparatam, ac cum fer- 
vis Satanae ftertentem, aut cum fatuis virginibus olco deftitutam, 
atit inter eos, quibus veftis deeft nuptialis, reperiat, atque ita 
e nuptiis excludaris. Te in Chrifto cxhilara, quod etiam nunc 
facere Te confido. Quoniamque profeflione & titulo cenferis 
inter Chriftianos, hujus ergo inccde veftigiis, cujus geftas no- 
men, crucemque tolle tuam, peccata tua in ejus impone hu- 
mcros, atque cum perpetuo amplcclere. 

Quod ad mortem meam attinet, hortor Te, adamata foror !' 
mecum pariter lstari veils, quando a corruptione ad incorrup- 
tfonem me mors ifta transferee PerfuafirTimum enim hoc 
habeo, momentanese hujus vita? jacluram mihi cefTuram in vita? 
nunquam defiturae lucrum, quam Tibi etiam germana foror, 
opto mecum aliquando in Domino contingere. Interim cufto- 
diat Te pittas illius, ut vivens in timore ipfius, ita moriacis, 
»t inttgram vitam Chriftianam ad fin cm ufque tucaris, a qua. 

To 
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Te nunqoam abduci patiaris neque fpe vita?, nec mortis minis, 
nam fi veritatem illios abnegabis ullis vita? hujus pramiis, illc 
viciffim Te abnegabit & vita: dies contrahet. Sin illi adha?rebis, 
vitam tuam in longum producet, in confolationem anima? tuae 
& gloriam, omnipotens Dominus me modo, Te pofthac quum 
Hie videbitur, perdacat. Vale germana foror, ac fiduciam om- 
nem in Domino conftitue, in quo folo univerfum tuumauxilium 
fitum eft. Amen. ' 

Tua germana foror 

JOANNA. 

After the lady Jane had fintfhed this exhortation to her fifter, 
and fent it away by her fervanr, there came unto her two 
bilhops and other learned doctors of the Romifli religion, who 
had more than two hours conference with her > ftriving with 
all their powers to have drawn her to have died in the obedi- 
ence of their church and communion, but found themfelves 
entirely deceived } for her faith, being built upon the rock of 
Chrift, was by no worldly perfuafion to be either mov'd or 
fhaken : fo that at laft they left her (as they (aid) a loft and 
for fake n member j but fhe, as before, pray'd for them, and 
with a moft charitable patience endured their worft cenfures V 

She alfo wrote a long prayer for her own ufe, in the time of 
her imprifonment, which is full of the moft ardent devotion : 
and may be teen printed in Mr. Fox's A8s and Monuments of 
the Church, 

* I would have added the Englifh of own language, I thought it anneceflkry. 
this cpiftle, for the fatisfaftion of thofe of ' Via. me abovemention'd difcourie, 
the fair fex, and others, who do not an- printed in the Phoenix, p. 42. Which, 
dcrflaad latin ; but as it has been already difcourfe was before printed to 8vo, 1 5 54, 
fi> frequently printed by others in our and in 410, 161$. 

Q_ And 
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And now the fatal day of her execution being come, me 
was called to go to the fcaffold ; in her way thither me met 
the dead body of lord Guilford Dudley her hufband, whether 
thro' the malice of fbme great adverfary, or the indiicretion 
of the officers is not certainly known : this fight was much 
more mocking to her than the ax itfelf, and was obferved to 
draw many tears from her eyes. Having afcended the fcaffold, 
after reverence done to the lords and others in commiffion, flie 
turned herfelf to the people, and fpake the following words. 

" My lords, and you good chriflian people, which come to 
" fee me die $ I am under a law, and by that law, as a never 
" erring judge, I am condemned to die, not for any thing I 
" have offended the Queen's Majefty, for I will warn my 
" hands guiltlefs thereof, and deliver to my God a foul as pure 
" from fuch trefpafs, as innocence from injuflice ; but only for 
" that I confented to the thing I was inforced unto, conflraint 
" making the law believe I did that which I never under- 
" flood : not with ftanding I have offended Almighty God, in 
" that I have followed overmuch the luft of mine own flefh, 
«' and the pleafures of this wretched world, neither have I 
" lived according to the knowledge which God has given me, 
" for which caufe God hath appointed unto me this kind of 
" death, and that moft worthily, according to my deferts ; 
" howbeit I thank him heartily that he hath given me time 
«' to repent of my fins here in this world, and to reconcile 
" myfelf to my redeemer, whom my former vanities have in 
" a great meafure difpleafed. Wherefore (my lords, and all 
" you good chriflian people) I muft earneflly defire you all 
" to pray with me and for me whilft I am yet alive, that God 
«' of his infinite goodnefs and mercy will forgive me my fins, 
" how numbcrlels and grievous foever againft him : and I 

" befecch 
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" befeech you all to bear me witnefs that I here die a chriftian 
" woman, profeffing and avouching from my foul, that I truft 
" to be faved by the blood, paflion and merits of Jefus Chrifl 
" my faviour only, and by no other means, cafting far behind 
" me all the works and merits of mine own actions, as things 
" ib far (hort of that true duty I owe, that I quake to think 
" how much they may ftand up againfl: me : and now I pray 
" you all pray for me, and pray with me:" and at thofe words, 
me turned! to Mr. Feckenham, faying, fhall I fay this pfalm ? 
And he faid, yea. Then me faid the pfalm of Mifercre met 
Deus in Englim, in a moll devout manner unto the end : 
and then fhe flood up and gave her maid Mrs. Ellen her 
gloves and handkerchief : her book to Mr. Bruges : to Sir 
Henry Gage, conftable of the Tower (who deured her to 
beftow fome fmall gift upon him as a memorial of her) her 
table book ; in which me had written three fentences, re- 
lating to her hufband, in Greek, Latin and Englim. The 
Greek to this effedt : " That, if his executed body mould 
" give teftimony againft her before men ; his moft blefled 
** foul mould give an eternal proof of her innocence in the 
" prefence of God." The Latin added: " That human 
" juftice was againft his body, but the divine mercy mould 
" be for his foul." The conclufion in Englim : " That, if 
" her fault deferved punimment, her youth at lead, and her 
" imprudence were worthy of excufe ; and that God and 
" pofterity would mew her favour. v Then fhe untied her 
gown, and the hangman prefiing upon her to help her off 
with it, me defired him to let her alone, and turning to her 
two gentlewomen, they took off that, and her other things ; 
and gave her an handkerchief to tie about her eyes. Then the 
hangman kneeled down and aiked her forgivnefs, whom Hie 
moft willingly forgave. Then he deured her to ftand upon* 

Qji the 
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the ft raw, which fhe did * and perceiving the block, me faid, 
I pray you difpatch me quickly. Then fhe kneeled down, 
faying, will you take it before I lay me down ? and the hang- 
man faid, no madam. Then fhe tied the handkerchief about 
her eyes, and feeling for the block (he faid, where is it ? where 
is it ? one of the ftanders by guiding her to it, fhe laid her 
head down upon the block, and then ftretched out her body, 
and faid : Lord, into thy hands I commend my fpirit, and 
fo finifhed her life the 12th of Feb. 1553-4. 

Thus did this worthy lady who was fo remarkably void of 
all pride and ambition herfelf, fall a victim to thofe turbulent 
paffions in her neareft relations ; but greatly lamented by all 
thofe who had any fhare of that virtue and goodnefs, or any 
tafte for thofe accomplifhments fhe was fo eminently poffefled 

" She had (fays Dr. Fuller ',) the Innocency of childhood, 
" the beauty of youth, the folidity of middle, the gravity of 
" old age, and all at eighteen * : The birth of a princefs, the 
" learning of a clerk, the life of a faint, yet the death of 
" a malefadtor for her parents offences." 

While (he was in durance fhe wrote the following latin 
verfes with a Pin. 

Nbn aliena putes homini, quae obtingere poflunt, 
Sors hodierna mihi, tunc erit ilia tibi. 

JANE DUDLEY. 

Deo juvante, nil nocet livor malus : 
Et non juvante, nil juvat labor Gravis. 

Poft tenebras fpero lucem. 

jf* Vid. Holy State, p. 311. 

** Mr. Collier and othen fry Ihe was fcarcdy fcventeea when fhe was beheaded. 

Whate'er 



Digitized by Googl 



LADY JANE GRAY. 



"7 



Whate'er to man, as mortal, is affign'd, 
Should railc companion, reader in thy mind. 
Mourn other's woes, and to thy own refign. 
That late which I have found may foon be thine ! 

JANE DUDLEY. 

While God afiifts us, envy bites in vain. 
If God fbrfake us $ fruitless all our pain ! 

I hope for light after this darknefs. 

De Jana, D. Laurentij Humfredi decallichon. 

Jana jacet fsevo non aequse vulnere mortis, 

Nobilis ingenio, fanguine, martyrio. 
Ingenium Latijs ornavit fcemina mufis. 

Fcemina virgineo tota dicata choro. 
Sanguine clara fuit, regali ftirpe creata, 

Ipfaque Reginas nobilitata throno. 
Bis Graia eft, pulchre Graijs nutrita camamis, 

Et prifco Graium fanguine creta ducum. 
Bis Martyr, (acra fidei veruTima teftis : 

Atque vacans regni crimine, Jana jacet. 

By fudden fate, lo 1 Jane is mix'd with earth ! 
A martyr, fam'd for wit, and great by birth. 
The ckflick mufe her native thoughts improv'd ; 
A wife, by virgins honour'd and belov'd ! 
By blood illuftrious, born of royal race, 
And once herfelf advanc'd to regal place I 

She 
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She won her title by a double claim, 
Nurs'd by each Graian mufe, and Gray by name. 
A martyr twice the caufe of truth (he own a : 
For that me fuffer'd, was for that dethron'd. 
A Queen, yet fpotlefs in her pow'r me flood, 
And, dying, feal'd religion with her blood. 
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LADY 



ELIZABETH FANE. 



LADY Elizabeth Fane wrote fevcral pfalms and pious 
meditations, and proverbs, in the Englifh Tongue * ; 
which were printed by Robert Crowland with this title, T/v 
Lady Elizabeth Fane's 21 Pfalms, and 102 Proverbs. London, 
1550, Octavo. 

Who this lady was, is to me very difficult to determine. 
By the title which is given her, one might imagine ihc was an 
earl's daughter : but it does not appear from Dugdale, Collins 
or any who have given the pedigree of the Fane family, that 
there was, or indeed could be any fuch lady in it, near the time 
when fhe lived. Therefore, whether (he was the wife of Richard 
Fane, who married ELIZABETH the daughter and heir of 
Stidolph, and who was living in the latter end of Henry the 
8th's reign ; or of Sir Thomas Fane, whofe firft wife was 
ELIZABETH daughter of Sir Thomas Culpcpcr of Bedgebury 
in Kent Knight ' j and who was engaged in Wyat's rebellion 
in the firft year of Queen Mary, I am very much at a lofs to 
afcertain : for if (he was living at the time when her book was 
printed, chronology will admit of either. 

* See Btfhop Tanner'i Bibliotheca, r Vid. Mr. Collins's Peerage, Vol. 2. 
Article Fane ; and Mr. Ames's Hiftorical p. 202. 
Account of Printing in England, p. 271. 
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MARY 

COUNTESS of ARUNDEL. 



MARY ARUNDEL, was the daughter of Sir 
Thomas Arundel, Knight, by his fecond wife 
Catherine, daughter to Sir Thomas Greenvil, Knight ; and 
was married, firft to Robert RatclifFwho died without iffiie 
1 566, * : Secondly to Henry Howard Earl of Arundel *. 
She tranllated from Englifh into Latin, The wife fayings 
and eminent deeds of the Emperor Alexander Sever us. The 
tranflation is dedicated to her father (who died in the 36th 
year of K. Hen. 8.) and begins, %uam fcepe in Memoriam. 
The manufcript is in the royal library at Weftminfter, 1 2. A. 4. 
De Jlirpe et familia Alexandri Seven', et de fignis qua ei por- 
tendebant imperium. She tranflated alfb from greek into 
latin, Selefl fentences of the feven wife Grecian philofopberu 
The beginning of the preface is, Etfi ba&enus non exercitata 
tec. In the fame library 12. A. 3. fc , is preferved of her 
writing, Similies collected from the books of Plato, Ariftotle, 
Seneca, and other philofophers. Dedicated to her father 5 
beginning, InteUigo Pater honoratiffime> ex omnibus hbrts, &c» 



■ VUL. Brookes's Cat. p. 8. » B P . Tanncr'i Bibliothcc. p. ;o. 

• CoUin'i Peerage, Vof, p. 91. 
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LADY 

JOANNA LUMLEY. 



JOANNA LUMLEY, was the eldeft daughter and 
coheirefs of Henry Fitz Allan earl of Arundel, and firft 
wife of John Lord Lumley (who died n of April 1609.) by 
whom (he had iflue, Charles, Thomas and Mary, who died 
infants, and lie buried in the chancel of the church at Cheam 
in the county of Surrey. She tranflated from the original 
Greek into Latin, Ifocrates's Oration entitled Archidamus : be- 
ginning Aliqui fortajfis veftrum admiraturi. The manufcript 
in her own hand writing is in the royal library at Weftminfter, 
15. A. 1. She alfo tranflated the fecond and third orations of 
liberates to Nicocles, and dedicated them to her father, be- 
ginning In more et confuetudine. This too is in manufcript in 
the fame library 1 5. A. 9. She alfo tranflated into Latin an 
oration of the fame author in praife of peace, entitled Evagoras. 
This alfo is dedicated to her father, and begins Cicero, pater 
honor atij}hne> illuftris. The manufcript of which is in the 
fame library, 1 5. A. 2. & 9. She tranflated from Greek into 
Englifli the Tphigenia of Euripides. At the beginning of the- 
argument of the play are thefe words, After that the Captain 
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likewifc in the abovementioned library, 1 5. A. 9. « What 
other things this learned lady may have tranflated, or wrote of 
her own compofition , or when me died, I know not. But I 
find by her father's will 4 , dated December 30th 1579, that 
me was then dead. She lies buried in the chancel of the 
church at Cheam in Surrey : on the fouth fide of which is a 
fair flab of black marble, fupported with white ; and in alto 
Relievo two fons, and one daughter, at their prayers. On the 
top a lady at prayers : over her are two hawks, a curious piece 
of graving of St. George, fighting on foot with the Dragon : 
on the top an horfe ; and on the edge of the black tomb, in 
capitals is this infeription. 

Vixi dum volui, volui dum, Chrifte, volebas, 
Chriftc, mihi fpes es, vita, corona, falus. 

Jana Henrico Comiti Arundelije. 

Filia et Coheres, Johanni Baroni de Lumley charifllma 
conjunx, Praiftans Pictatis ftudio, virtutum officiis, ct vera no- 
bilitatis gloria, corpore, fub hoc tumulo in adventum Domini 
requiefcit •. 

In Englifli thus, 

As long I liv'd, as I defired, for ftill 
To thine, O Chrift, inclin'd my will. 
In thy decrees is all my wealth, 
My hope, my life, my crown, my health. 

' Vid. Bp, Tanner's Bibliothcca. Art. pag. 48c, 6c 488. 
Lumley. • Aubrey Nat. Hift. * Antiq. of 

* Vid. Mr. Collins'* Peerage, Vol. 2. Surrey, Vol. a. pag. 1 1 4, 1 1 5. 

Jane 



Digitized by Google 



LADY JOANNA LUMLEY, 123 

Jane daughter and coheirefs of Henry carl of Arundel, and 
the moft dear wife of John Lord Lumley, excelling in her 
piety, in her moral virtues, and the glory of true nobility, 
refts (as to her mortal part) interred under this tomb, in ex- 
pectation of the coming of the Lord. 
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MARY HOWARD. 



MARY HOWARD, was the 2d daughter of Henry 
Fitz Allan Earl of Arundel, and firft wife of Lord 
Thomas Howard Duke of Norfolk, by whom he had Philip 
his fon and heir '. She tranflated out of Greek into Latin, 
Certain ingenious /ententes colletted out of various authors. This 
performance is dedicated to her father j the beginning of which 
is Etfi plurimis modis, hononatijjime pater. The manufcript of 
which is in the royal library at Wefhnmfter, 12. A. 1. & 2. 
She died at Arundel Houfe in the Strand, London, Auguft 2 e, 
1557. And lies buried in St. Clements Church near Temple 
Ear «. 

« See Mr. Celluu'f Peerage, Vol. I. ■ Dugdalc's Baronage, VoL II. ju 
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QUEEN MARY. 



QUEEN MARY, the eldeft daughter of King Henry 
the 8th, by Catherine of Spain his firft Queen, was 
born at Greenwich in Kent, February the 18th 15 17, in the 
eighth year of her father's reign. She was by her mother 
committed in her infancy to the care of the Lady Margaret 
countefs of Salifbury, (a near relation, being daughter to 
George Duke of Clarence, brother to King Edward the fourth, 
and mother to the famous cardinal Pool) with a view as fome 
thought, in default of iflue male, to marry the princefs to one 
of the fons of the laid countefs ; to ftrengthen her title by 
that alliance to the houfe of York. 

Her mother Queen Catherine was very careful of her edu- 
cation, and procured her feveral tutors to complete her know- 
ledge in the latra tongue ; men of the firft rank for learning 
and great abilities. Her firft preceptor feems to have been the 
famous Dr. Thomas Lynacre, who drew up for her ufe The 
Rudiments of Grammar, 6cc. Printed by Pinfon, 410, without 
date. And afterwards De Emendata StruSlurd Latins' Sermonis, 
Ubri Sex. 1 524, 4to. Dr. Lynacre dying October the 20th, 
1 524, when the princefs was but fix years old, Jo. Ludovicus 
Vives (a very learned man, born at Valenza in Spain, and a 
great favourite of Queen Catherine's, who feems to have been 
£is only patronefs) was conftituted her tutpr for the latin tongue. 
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who had been employ'd the year before by his royal patronefs 
in compofing De ratione jiudii puerilis, 8vo. for the ufe of the 
princefs. He dedicated this eflay to the Queen, as written by 
her command ; fupplying in many places the obfeurities and 
omiflions of former grammarians, with a great deference to 
the (then) preceptor of the young princefs, Dr. Thomas 
Lynacre recommending his Rudiments, &c. This learned 
foreigner continued in his office but a little time : upon his 
leaving the kingdom, the King appointed Dr. John Harman, 
alias Voifey to be her tutor (as Heylin obferves \) But bifhop 
Godwyn ' fpeaks a little indeterminately in this affair, and 
fays only, he had the government of the King's daughter, the 
lady Mary princefs of Wales. Perhaps this very learned and 
courtly prelate (who was highly efteemed by King Henry, was 
employed in many cmbaffies, and whole profufe liberality moft 
lamentably impoveriuSed the fee of Exeter k ) might be her 
preceptor for the French and Spanifh languages, which Ihe 
perfectly underftood : and for which good fervice in that place 
of truft, the King advanced him to the bifhoprick above- 
mention'd, and afterwards made him lord prefident of Wales. 
But be this as it may, under the tuition of thofe excellent men 
(he became Co great a miftrefs of the Latin tongue, that Eraf- 
mus commends her much for her ephlles in tint language, as 

* Hirtory of the Reformation, Part 2 ■ By thefe means this biflioprick, which 
p. 10. fometimes was accounted one of the beft, 

• Catalogue of Englifh Biihops, Englifh is now in temporal lands one of the mean- 
Edit. P- 337. eft- He was a great favourer of learned 

k Bilhop Godwi n fays, That of twenty men, and cfpeuu;i) cf divines, whom he 

twolordfhips and inannors which his pre- preferred in hi: church above others. He 

deceflbrs had left unto him of a goodly was very bounteous and liberal to all men. 

yearly revenue, he left but three, and them but efpecially to courtiers, unto hir own 

alfo leafed out : and where he found thir- kindred and countrvmen — Vid. hn ch.i- 

teen houfes well furnifhed, he left only rafter at large in Godwyn de Fnefulibiu — . 

one houie bare and without furniture, and And in Dugdalc's Antiq. of Warwkk(hire» 

yet charged with fundry fees and annuitic-5. Vol. 2. p. 913. 

wrote 
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wrote in a good ftyle Towards the latter end of her father's 
reign, at the earned follicitation of Queen Katherinc Parr, me 

undertook the tranflating of Erafmus's paraphrafc on the Gol- 
pel of St. John, which by one of the beft judges of that age 
is faid to be admirably well perform'd. This tranflation is 
printed in The firji volume of the paraphrafe of Erafmus upon 
tbe New Teftamenty London 1 548, Folio. Before this para- 
phrafe on St John is a preface wrote by Mr. Udall, the famous 
matter of Eaton fchool, and addrefTed to the Queen Dowager. 
In it he obferves to her Majefty 11 the great number of noble 
" women at that time in England, not only given to the Itudy 
" of human fciences and ftrange tongues, but alio fo throughly 
" expert in Holy Scriptures that they were able to compare 
" with the beft writers as well in enditcing and penning of 
" godly and fruitful treatifes to the inftruction and edifying of 
" realmes in the knowledge of God, as alio in tranflating 
" good books out of Latin or Greek into Englilh, for the ufe 
*' and commodity of fuch as are rude and ignorant of the faid 
*.* tongues. It was now, he faid, no news in England to fee 
" young damfcls in noble houfes and in the courts of princes, 
*' in Head of cards and other inftruments of idle trifling, to 
" have continually in their hands either pfalms, homilies and 
94 other devout meditations ; or elfe Paul's epiftlcs, or fome 
" book of holy fcripture matters, and as familiarly both to 
" read or reafon thereof in Greek, Latin, French or Italian, as 



* Habcmus Anglix Reginam, fxminam 
Cgrcgie dodam, cujuj Maria filia fcribit 
bene Latinas Epillolas. Eras. Epiil. Vcx- 
garx. 

And in nn>-:hcr Epiftlc Et habes ad 

profcclu;:i undique ltimulos, tt calcaria 
nequaquam ob'.uia, primiim ipfum parcn- 
tcm, deinde gencroiiflunaro pucllam ac 



tibi fenne parem artatcMariam principcm 
ex Regc dotfo, Rcgina Do da, ncc minus 
ia prognatam, qux .jam fcribct literas Sc 
ene latinas, k indolem tali gencrc dig- 
nam prx fc fcrcntes : vide Epili : Eralin : 
Car: Montjoio. Adag. 

- Mr. Udall. 

in 
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" in Engliih. It was now a common thing to fee young vir- 
" gins fo trained in the ftudy of good letters, that they wil- 
«* lingly fet all other vain paftimes at nought for learning fake. 
" It was now no news at all, to fee Queens and ladies of moft 
" high eftate and progeny, inftead of courtly dalliance, to em- 
** brace virtuous exercifes of reading and writing, and with 
" moft earned ftudy both early and late, to apply themfelves 
«* to the acquiring of knowledge, as well in all other liberal 
" artes and difciplines, as alfo moft efpecially of God and his 
" holy world. And in this behalf, fays he, like as to your 
" hjghnefs, as well for compofeing and letting forth many 
" Godly pfalms and divers other contemplative meditations *, 
" as alfo for caufing thefe paraphrafes — to be tranflated into 
" our vulgar tongue, England can never be able to render 
" thanks lufficient : fo may it never be able as her deferts re- 
" quire, enough to praife and magnify the moft noble, the 
" moft virtuous, the moft witty and the moft ftudious lady 
** Mary's grace, daughter of the late moft puiftant and moft 
" victorious King Henry the eighth of moft famous memory, 
" and moft dearly beloved fifter to the King — It may never 
" be half enough to praife and magnify her Grace for taking 
" fuch ftudy, pain and travail in tranflating this paraphrafe of 
" Erafmus upon the Gofpel of St. John, at your hjghnefs 
" fpeciaL contemplation, as a number of right well learned 
" men would both have made courtefic at, and alfo would 
*' have brought it to worfe frame in the doing. — What could 
" be a more plain declaration of her moft conftant purpofe to 
" promote God's Word, and the free grace of his gofpel *, 

» Printed Anno, 1 545. rtry book, and all others that had the leaft 

* She retained this good difpofition but tendency towards furthering the reform 1- 
a (hort time ; for foon after her acceilion tion, mod of which are particularly fpc- 
to the throne a prodamatioo was iftued cined in the faid proclamation, which 
out for the calling in and fupprefiing this order* and commands that " within 1 5 

days 



Digitized by Google 



1 



QJJEEN MARY. 129 

" than fo effectually to profecute the work of tranflating 
«' which flie had begun, that when ftie had with overpainful 
" ftudy and labour of writing caft her weak body in a grievous 
" and long ficknefs, yet to the intent the diligent Engltfh 
" people mould not be defrauded of the benefit intended and 
" meant unto them, fhc committed the fame work to mailer 
" Francis Mallet * doctor in the faculty of divinity, with all 
" celerity and expedition to be finiflied and made compleat 2 
" that in cafe the King's Majefty's moft royal commandments, 
" by his moft godly injunctions exprefled, declared, and pub- 
** limed, that the faid paraphrafes mould within certain 
" months be fet forth to the curates and people of this realm 
" of England, had not prevented her grace, but that fhc 
" might eftfoons have put her felf to the polifliing thereof, 
" where it is now very abfolute and perfect, it would then, 
" among the rude and homely doings of my felf, and fuch a* 

" days next after the publication of it, " in this behalf, and fufpe&ed to keep 

" that all pfofeffors of fuch books (hall " any fuch book, writing or works con- 

" bring or deliver, or caufc the faid books, " trary to this proclamation: And that 

" writings and works and every of them " the faid juiKces, mayors Sec. finding 

" remaining in their cuftody and keeping, " any of the faid fubjefb negligent and 

'* to be brought and delivered to the ordi- " faulty in this behalf, (hall commit every 

" nary of the diocefs, where fuch books, " fuch offender to ward, there to remain 

" works or writings be or remain, or to " without bail or mainprife, till the fame 

'* his chancellor or commiflaries, without " offender or offenders have received fuch 

" fraud, colour or deceipt, at the faid " punifhmeut, as the faid (tatute doth 

" ordinaries will and dtfpofition to be " limit or appoint in this behalf." Vid. 

"burnt . And by this proclamation Afts and Mon. pages, 1450, 1451. 

*' full power was given to all bilhops, or- 

" dinarics, jufticcs of peace, mayors, P His royal mi lire fs in regard to the 

" flicriffs, bayliffs and other head officers good fcrviccs he had done her nominated 

" after the (aid 1 5 days expired, to en- him to the fee of Sarum, and he received 

«• quire and fearch out the faid books, from her the temporalities 14 October 

«« writings and works, and for this pur- 1 5 58, but was never confecrated ; and af- 

" pofe enter into the houfe or houfes, tcr hb miftreflcs death, was fet afidc by 

" clofets and fecret places of every perfon her fucceflbr. Vid. Antiq. of Cath. ch. 

" of whatibever degree, being negligent of Salisbury, p. 275. 

S "I am, 
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" 1 am, none otherwife have glittered then cloth of gold cm- 
«' powdered among patches of canvas, or pearls and diamonds 
*' among pebble ftones." 

In Mr. Foxe's acts and monuments of the church (befides 
fome other things) are printed eight letters, written by the 
princefs Mary to king Edward the 6th and to the lords of the 
councel, concerning her nonconformity to the eftablifliment, 
and about the imprifonment and releafing of her chaplain Dr. 
Francis Mallet. 

In the appendix to Mr. Strype's third Vol. of hiftorical me- 
morials Num. 82, is, a prayer of the lady Mary to the Lord 
Jefu : againft the aflaults of vices. And Num. 83, is, a medita- 
tion touching adverfity j made by my lady Mary's grace, 1549. 

In the SyTloge Epijiolarum at the end of T. Livy's life of K. 
Henry the 5th, publifhed by Mr. Hearne are printed the fol- 
lowing letters of queen Mary's, 

Epiftola Maris Principis ad cardinalem Polum, gratias agen- 
tis pro benevolentia. 

to my Lord to thank him for great favours, dated 

May. 7. 

to King Henry 8, defiring that he would exprefs his 

pardon of her crimes by letters, dated June 1 o. 

to the fecretary— defiring that he would ufe his in- 

tereft that her highnefs be not put to any farther inconvenience 
in comprifing matters with the king, dated June 1 o. 

to the fecretary touching an exception in her letter to 

the king, dated June "13. 

to King Henry 8, expreffing her forrow for her offence, 
afking pardon, and defiring fome expreflions of his favour, 
dated June 1 4. 

—to King Henry 8, exprefling her joy and thanks for hii 
roajefty's pardon, dated June 26. 
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■ t o my lord— giving him thanks for his fuit to his 
majefty on her behalf, and for the horfe he fent her, dated 
July i. 

to king Henry 8, thanking him for his pardon, and 

promifing obedience for the future, dated July 8. 

to king Henry 8, upon the fame fubjecl. Alfo ex- 

prefTing her love and affection to the lady Eliz. her filler dated 
July 2i. 

to my lord— defiring to hear from the King, and 

thanking his lordfhip for favours received, dated Aug. 20, 

to my lord— defiring the continuance of favours, 

dated on a Thurfday Night. 

to my lord— — -concerning fome fuits made for favour* 
to the king, dated on a Friday at eleven o'clock at night. 

■ -to Mr. Wriothefley, returning thanks for favours, dated 
on Thurfday at nine o'clock in the morning. 

■ ■ ■ —to my lord— -touching the Emperor's embauadors r 
and her obligations to the King her father, dated on St. Barthol- 
omew's day after dinner. 

to my lord defiring that he would intercede with 

the king her father to increafe her quarterly allowance of forty 
pounds, dated 8 December. 

to my lord tendring her duty to the King, dated 

on the 17 Dec. late at night. 

——to lord Cromwell, thanking him for his advice, and 
concerning her lodging of Grangers, dated the 27 May. • 

t o fecretary — --defiring that he would obtain leave for 
her to write to the King, dated 26 May. 

to King Henry 8, acknowledging her offences and 

promifing amendment, dated on a Thurfday at 1 1 o'clock at 
night. 

S 2 Lady 
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Lady Mary's fubmiflion, acknowledging the King's imperial 
fovereignty, and 'fupremacy, and declaring herfelf to be of 
opinion, that his marriage with Queen Catherine was inceftu- 
ous and unlawful. 

to king Henry 8, acknowledging his goodnefs and 

•companion, and promifing true obedience, dated Odt. 2. 

to fecretary about her calling the lady Elizabeth 

princefs and fifter, about fervants to be appointed for her 
[the lady Mary,] and about her opinion touching pilgrimages, 
purgatory, &c. dated on a Friday 1 o of the clock at night. 

to fecretary— — -defiring him to obtain the King's par- 
don, and to admit her into his pretence, dated May 30. 

to King Henry 8, afking forgivenefs, and exprefling 

her joy for the King's marriage, wiming him a prince, &c. 
dated June 1. 

——to fecretary— —fending the King a token and defiring 
one from his majefty j and alfo reminding the fecretary that he 
would intercede with his majefty that flie might be admitted 
into his prefence, dated June 7. 

to King Henry 8, defiring a letter from his majefty, and 

admiflion into his prefence, dated June 8. 

to the comptroller in behalf of George Brygus to be 

knight at Windfor, dated 17 October. 

—to Queen Katherine about her journey towards Norfolk, 
and about the Queen's great belly. 

— — to King Edward 6, about his majefty's health, dated 
May 1 6. 

— » t o Sir Edward Haftings, knight, upon the death of 
King Edward 6, dated July 1553. 

—to jhe princefs Elizabeth calling her to St. James's 
upon fufpicion of an infurredtfon, dated July 26 an. reg. 
primo. 
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—to King Philip, afluring him of her afte&ion, and ac- 
quainting him with the favourable reception the articles of 
their marriage met with in the Englifh parliament, dated 
April 20. 

In the ftate papers publiftied by Mr. Heynes, pages, 1 10, 
1 11, are two letters in Spanifh, from the princefs Mary, to the 
emperor Charles V. both dated 1 549. 

In Bodley's Archives, B. 94. is a manufcript primer, curi- 
oufly illuminated, which was formerly Queen Mary's, and 
afterwards prince Henry's. 'Twas given by Richard Connock, 
Efq; auditor general, follicitor, and of his highnefs council of 
revenue, July, 7. Anno Regni Regis Jacobi 13. 16 15. Juft 
at the beginning of the Pfalms in the following paflage written 
by Queen Mary's own hand, viz. " Geate you fuch riches as 
*• when the Shype is broken may fwyme away wythe the 
" mafter. For dyverfe chances take away the goods of fortune. 
" But the goods of the foule, whyche bee only the trewe goods, 
" nother fyer nor water can take away. If you take labour 
" and payne to doo a vertuous thyng, the labour goeth away 

and x the vertuc remaynethe. Yf throughe pleafure you do 
" any vicious thyng, the pleafure goeth away and the vice re- 
*' maynethe. Good madame for my fake remembre thys. 

" Your lovyng myftres, 

MARYE PRINCESSE." 



Having now done with her literary character I mult (notwith- 
standing the other tranfactions of her life and reign are 
largely defcribed by our hiftorians) for method fake, attend 
her through the feveral ftages of her life. 

King 
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King Edward her brother dying upon the fixth of July, 
1553, {he was upon the twentieth of the fame month pro- 
claimed, and upon the firft of October following, was crowned 
Queen, in the Abby Church at Weftminfter, by Stephen 
Gardiner, bimop of Winchefter. On the 25th of July 1554, 
/he was married to Philip, prince of Spain, eldeft fon to the 
emperor Charles the fifth : and having reigned five years, four 
months, and eleven days, me died of a violent feaver, in her 
palace at St. James's on the feventh of November 1558, in the 
forty third year of her age. And was buried on the north 
fide of King Henry the feventh's chapel, in St Peter's church 
at Weftminfter. 

Pity it is that (he blemiftied her reign, and character, by 
fo vaft an efTufion of chriftian blood, which was poured forth 
like water, in moft parts of the kingdom, by that barbarous 
perfecution of the proteftants j in which there perimed by 
fire, five bifiiops, twenty one divines, eight gentlemen, eighty 
four artificers, one hundred hulbandmen, fervants and labour- 
ers, twenty fix wives, twenty widows, nine virgins, two boys, 
and two infants ; one of which fpringing out of his mother's 
womb as me was burning at the flake, was immediately fnatch- 
ed up by one W. Houfe t but was afterwards moft inhumanly 
flung into the fire in the very birth, and added to the number 
of Holy Innocents. A cruelty not to be parallel'd in any ftory 
(faith Dr. Heylin *) nor heard of among the nations. Sixty 
four more in thofe furious times were prefented for their faith, 
whereof feven were nipped, as Heylin exprefies it, fixteen pe-« 
rimed in prifon, twelve buried in dunghills, and many more 
lay in captivity condemned, which were delivered by the 

5 Hillary of the reformation, part 2. ing the infant, may- be feen at large in 
p. 57. The hiftory of the Gucrnfcy wo- the ABt and Mcnumtntt •/ tbt Qmrtl, p, 
men, pod dctcflable inhumanity of burn- 1763. edit, j 610. 

timely 
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timely death of the Queen, and moft aufpicious entrance of 
the princefs Elizabeth. The abovementioned author obferves, 
that befides thofe that fuffered martyrdom in the fight of 
the world, many more are thought to have been privately 
deftroyed in prifon ; but many more ftill, to the number of 
fome fcores or hundreds, fuppofed to have been killed by 
ftarving, ftenches, and other barbarous ufages in their feveral 
jayls. To which if we mould add a catalogue of all thofe 
who fled the kingdom, and put themfelves into a voluntary 
exile, amounting to the number of eight hundred or there- 
abouts, I fuppofe it may be well concluded, that though many 
perfecutions have lafted longer, yet none fince Dioclefian's 
time ever raged fo cruelly. 

Many protectants have entertained exceeding favourable fen- 
timents of the Queen upon this occafion, and feem to think, 
that in herlelf, abftracled from her erroneous opinions, and 
from her bloody councellors, me was of a companionate and 
humane difpofition ; and that moft of thofe barbarities were 
tranfacled by her bifhops without her privity or knowledge. 
But this will feem very ftrange to any one who duly confiders 
the vicinity of St. James's to the place where very many of 
thofe inhumanities were put in execution. It feems impoflible, 
that Smith-Field mould be kept in flames almoft five years to- 
gether, and Queen Mary know little or nothing of it j and 
very furprizing that ihe mould not relent at it. I would 
not by any means defire thofe people to lofe their charity ; but 
I mould be glad to know how they can poflibly reconcile with 
this their opinion of the Queen, that unkind and inhuman 
treatment her fifter the lady Elizabeth met with from her: 
or how they can fuppofe a Princefs fo much inclined to fliew 
mercy to her fubjecis, who could admit of a council for the 
taking up and burning of her father's body. Was not the 
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moft ungrateful and perfidious breach of her promife, with 
her very faithful and loyal fubjects the Suffolk men, a moft 
flagrant inftance of the ferocity of her temper ? And after 
iudgc Hales had fo rtrenuoufly defended and maintained her 
right of fucceflion to the crown, was he not treated by her in 
the moft ungenerous and barbarous manner ? Neither was her 
ufagc of that truly primitive prelate archbifliop Cranmer lefs 
cruel : which was mqft aftonifhing, fince his great, and well 
known reluctance to the excluding her from the fucceflion, and 
his preferving her life ' in the reign of her father, were obli- 
gations of fuch a nature, as would have engaged a temper^ in 
the leaft fufceptible of gratitude, not only to excufe the part 
which he acted in the affair of her mother's divorce j but alfo 
to afford him, if not her favour and confidence, yet at leaft her 
protection. But how various foevcr men's fentiments may be 



' Bifliop Burnet in the fecond vol. of the 
Jnftory of the reformation, pages 240, 241, 
obferves, that her firm adherence to her 
mother's caufe and intereft, and her back- 
wardnefs in fubmitting to the King her 
father, were thought crimes of fuch a na- 
ture by his Majelly, who was always im- 
patient of contradi&ion, that he was re- 
folvcd to ftrike a terror in all his people, 
by putting her openly to death. And 
when all others were unwilling to hazard 
their own intcrcll to prefcrvc her, the good 
archbifliop alone ventured to do it. In his 
gentle way, he told the King " that fhe 
»• was young and indifcrcet, and therefore 
" it was no wonder if Ihc obftinately ad- 
** hercd to that which her mother, and all 
" about her, had been infufing into her 
" for many years : but that it would ap- 
«' pear ftrangc if he (hould for this caufe 

fo far forget he was a father, as to pro- 
*' ceed to extremities with his own child : 
" that if flic were fcparated from her 



" mother, and her people, in a little time, 
" there might be ground gained on her ; 
" but to take away her life, would raife 
«• horror through all Europe againft him," 
By thefe means he prefcrved her life at 
that time. Queen Catherine hearing of 
the King's bloody intention, wrote a long 
letter to her daughter, in which (he en- 
couraged her to iuffer chearfully, to truft 
to God, and keep her heart clean. She 
charged her in all things to obey the King's 
commands, except in the matters of reli- 
gion. She fent her two Latin books, the 
one Dt Vita ChritU^ with the declaration 
of the gofpels ; the other St Jeroms Kpifllcs 
to Paula and Euftochhim. The whole 
Ep. may be fcen among the Records at 
the end of the fecond vol. of Bp. Burnet's 
hiftory of the reformation, Numb. 2. p. 
242. I take notice of this letter in this 



plai 



it was omitted by forect- 



fulncfs in the memoirs of Queen Catherine. 
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in thofe affairs ; yet, all muft unanimoufly confefs, that after 
fhe had abolifhed proteftantifm, &c. a train of infelicities at- 
tended her to the end of her life, viz. extreme fcarcity of pro- 
vifions at home j foreign loflcs-j the furrendcr of Callis ; and 
befides all this, great damages by thunder and lightning, and 
by fire in the royal navy ; which were things, that not only in 
the meafure, but in the very nature of the punimment, were 
ftrong indications of the divine difpleafure, and manifeft re- 
proofs of that perfecuting fpirit, that is fo ready to call down 
fire from heaven. Nor were they without their proper effect, 
for thefe afflictions, together with her difappointmcnt in child- 
bearing, and the abfence and unkindnefs of King Philip j made 
fo deep an impreflion upon her fpirits, as at length threw her 
into a burning feavcr, which ended her life. 
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LADY ANNE, 
LADY MARGARET, 



LADY JANE SEYMOUR. 



ANNE, MARGARET and JANE SEYMOUR, 
three lifters illuftrious for their learning in the fifteenth 
•century. They wrote four hundred Latin diftichs upon the 
death of the Queen of Navarre, Margaret de Valois *, fifter 
of Francis the firft, which were tranflated foon after into 
Greek, French and Italian, and printed at Paris in 1551, lin- 
ger the title of Tombeau de Marguerite de Valois Royne de 
Navarre. Nicholas Denifot, who had been preceptor to thofe 
three learned ladies, made a collection, containing the tranfla- 
tion of their diftichs, and fome other verfes, as well in honour 
of them, as upon the death of the Queen of Navarre, and 
dedicated it to Margaret de Valois, Dutchefs of Berri, fifter of 
Henry 2. They have been praifed by feveral authors particu- 
Jarly by Ronfard whofe ode upon thefe three ladies contains 

• She died Dec. 2t, 1549. < Vid. the third Ode of the fifth Boot 

this 
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this compliment among others, that if Orpheus heard them, 
he would become their fcholar. " If that famous Harper 
" (fays he) heard the fong of thefe Syrens, who fing upon 
" the foamy mores of the fandy Albion, he would break his 
" pagan lyre, and become their fcholar in order to hear their 
" chriftian fong, their voice excelling his — Learning, which fo 
" long refiding in the eaft, at laft has by degrees advanced 
" into the weft, and never Hopped till it arrived at that un- 
" known land, whither flie came to engage the affection of 
" thefe three virgins, the only ones of our age $ and (he 
" fucceeded fo well with them, that we hear them finging 
" their many diftichs, which we blufli to find fuperiour to 
" our own." 

And Nicholas de Herberai Sieur des Efliirs, fo well known 
for his French tranflation of Amadh de Gaule > has faid very 
handfome things of thefe ladies in a letter which he wrote to 
them, and which was prefix'd to the collection of epitaphs on 
Queen Margaret. It is fomcwhat furprizing that they are fo 
little known at prefent. " I have aflced (fays Monfieur Bayle) 
" fome Englifhmen of great learning, and well verfed in the 
• * c knowledge of books and authors, what thofe three illuftri- 
" ous Englim ladies were, and have told them the little I knew 
" of them: they anfwered mc, that they knew nothing at all of 
" them. I have received the fame anfwer from Paris, though 
" I confulted perfons who in that kind of knowledge have 
" (carce any equals. Thefe three famous ladies muft inevita- 
" bly be funk into oblivion, fince Mr. Juncker has not faid one 
" word of them in the Catalogue of learned Women > which he 
" published fome time a go ". He fometimes quotes Pits ; fince 
" therefore he fays nothing of thefe ladies, it is a proof, that 



■ It is an Appendix to his Trcatife de which he publilh'd at Leipfic in 1 692, io 
F.phcmeridibus five diariis Eruditorum, 12010. 

T 2 « Pits 
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« f Pits himfelf fays nothing of them. A friend of mine had 
«< before allured me that neither Bale nor Pits, who have treated 
" fo amply of the writers of that learned nation, have laid 
** any thing of thefc three fillers." Thus far monfieur Bayle ; 
to whom the indefatigable editors of the laft edition of that 
ufeful work, have not added one word. 

That neither Leland, Bale or Pits take any notice of thele 
ladies is not to be wonder'd at, when 'tis confider'd that Bale 
brought his work no lower than the year 1 548 : Leland was 
deprived of his reafon, and died diftracted foon after : and Pits 
had fuch an extravagant averfion to proteftantifm that he pur- 
polely omitted all the writers which were of that opinion. 
Therefore, as thefe ladies did not make their appearance in the 
learned world 'till the year 1551, and were, I doubt not, very 
fincere proteftants j we are not to wonder that there is no no- 
tice taken of them by the above mention'd writers. How- 
ever, I have taken fome pains in order to trace them out, and 
if I am not deceived in my conjecture they were the daugh- 
ters of Edward Seymour duke of Somerfet, and uncle to K. 
Ed. 6, by Anne his fecond wife, daughter to Sir Edward 
Stanhope, knight, by whom he had fix daughters, all bred 
up to learning, the eldeft of which was Anne, the fecond 
Margaret, and the third Jane. This is the very order in which 
monfieur Bayle has placed them, by the authority I fuppofe of 
the printed book of their diftichs. I can at prefent fee but one 
objection which can be made to this conjecture ; and that is, 
the age of the youngeft lifter, who at moll could be but in her 
eleventh year : but if thofe who imagine her too young for per- 
formances of this nature will but allow her to have been alfifted 

« Since the writing of this, I find my collections, in Corpus Ch. College Ax- 
«r>njefture fupported by the authority of chive*. 
iMx. fulmar in the ijjth vol. of his MS 

by 



Digitized by Google 



LADY ANNE, &c. 141 

"by her fillers, or which is more probable by her preceptor, in 
■order (perhaps) to gain her honour and himfelf applaufe, this 
exception will vanifli inftantly. Anne the elded of the three 
was married firft to John Dudley Earl of Warwick, and after- 
ward to Sir Edward Unton, knight of the bath. It appears 
from a letter in my pofleflion wrote with her own hand to lady 
Malbie, that fhe was living toward the latter end of Queen 
Elizabeth's reign. Margaret the fecond, died a maid : but I 
find ' that (he was defired in marriage by the lord Strange, in 
the year 1 55 1. For a letter was directed from the King and 
Council to the Earl of Darby his father, dated in July, that 
the King's Majefty was well pleafed, that his fon mould fo- 
lemnize marriage with his kinfwoman the lady Margaret, 
daughter to the Duke of Somerfet. But 'tis very probable the 
duke's difgrace and misfortunes, that foon after befel him, 
prevented this match. And Jane the third died alfo in her 
virginity; notwithstanding her father's endeavours to have 
married her to King Edward ; which he fecretly laboured to 
do j and employed the Lord Strange (who was frequently with 
his Majefty) to recommend her to him, and to take his op- 
portunity to move the King that way *. She was one of the 
maids of honour to Queen Elizabeth, and in great favour with 
her royal miftreis j and dying on the 1 9th of March, An. 1 560, 
in the 20th year of her age, fhe was buried in St Edmund's 
chapel in Weftminfter abby, with very great folemnity. Her 
corp6 were brought from the Queen's armory, to the abby 
-church, attended with all the quire of the faid abby, and two 
hundred of the court, and fixty mourners ; confiding of lords 
and ladies, gentlemen and gentlewomen, all in black ; be fides 
others of the Queen's privy-chamber. She had a great ban- 

y Strype's Memorials EcdcftafUcal, vol. 1 Ibid. p. 357. 
2. j>. 358. 

11 er 
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ner of arms born ; Mr. Clarencius, was the herald attending. 
And Scambler, Bp. of Peterborough, added to the folemnity 
a funeral fcrmon. On the eaft of the above mention'd chapel 
is a fmall but neat monument of black marble and alabafter, 
beautified with fmall pillars of the Corinthian order, em- 
belli/hcd with gold, and adorn'd with coats of arms, &c. and 
the following infeription. 

The Noble Lady Jane Seymour, Daughter to the renowned 
Prince Edward, Duke of Somerfet, Earl of Hertford, Vifcount 
Beauchamp, Baron Seymour, and to the Right Noble Lady 
Anne Dutchefs of Somerfet, his Wife, departed this Life in her 
Virginity at the age of nineteen Years, the nineteenth of 
March, Anno 1 560, in the fecond Year of the mod happy 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, and was honourably buried in the 
floor of this Chappel : to whofc Memory, Edward Earl of 
Hertford and Baron Beauchamp, her dear Brother, hathcaufed 
this Monument to be made. 

Befides this infeription, Mr Camden has prefcrved a copy of 
Latin verfes in her commendation, in his account of the mo- 
numents in Weftminfter abby, compos'd by Dr. Haddon • ; 
which are not now to be found in that church, and arc as 
follow. 

IN OBITVM DOMING IANiE Somerfetcnfis. 

Ingenio praftans, & vultu Jana decoro, 
Nobilis arte fuit vocis, & arte manus. 

Hinc Venus, & Pallas certant utra debet habere, 
Vult Venus, e(Te fuam, Pallas & effe fuam. 

* Vid. Haddon'* Poems, page* 103, 104. 

Mors 
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Mors fcra virgineo figens in pectore telum, 
Neutrius (inquit) crit, fed mihi praeda jacet 

Corporc Jana jacet, tellurem terra fubibit, 
6ed pius in cceli fpiritus arce fedet 

On the Death of Lady Jane Somerfet. 

For genius fam'd, for beauty lov'd : 

Jane bade the world admire : 
Her voice harmonious Notes improv'd, 

Her hand the tunefull Lyre. 
Venus and Pallas claim'd this Maid, 

Each as her right alone, 
But Death fuperiour pow'r difplay'd 

And feiz'd hex as his own. 
Her Virgin duft this mournfull Tomb, 

In kindred Earth contains, 
Her Soul which Fate can ne'er confume 

In endlefs Glory reigns. 




t44 MEMOIRS OF 

CATHERINE TISHEM. 



I AM intirely ignorant in relation to the birth, parentage, and 
the time when this learned gentlewoman died, and there- 
fore I don't know where to put her more properly than in 
this place. She was a great linguift j for befides the Englifli, 
her native tongue, the French and Italian, me was exceeding- 
ly well fkiU'd in Latin, and underftood the Greek language fo 
perfectly, that flic could read Galen in that tongue, which 
very few Phyficians are able to do. She was married to Gual- 
therus Gruter, a burgomafter of Antwerp, about the middle 
of the fixteenth century ; by whom me had the celebrated 
Janus Gruter, a learned Philologer, and one of the moft in- 
defatigable writers of his age, who was born at Antwerp the 
third of December 1 560. But being perfecuted for the pro- 
teftant religion by the dutchefs of Parma, governefs of the 
Netherlands, fhe brought him into England about the year 
1 565. Balthafar Venator obferves k to her honour, that (he 
was her fons chief inftruclor. He was of the Univerfity of 
Cambridge j but going thence to Leyden 1 579, about the 
nineteenth year of his age j it is not improbable that his mo- 
ther died in that year. I am afraid (fays the author of the 
notes to the life of Grutur in the great historical dictionary to 
whom I am obliged for this account) that thofe who have 
published catalogues of learned women have omitted Cathe- 
rine Tifhem too often. 

k In Panegir : Gruteri, apud Homing. Witte. Manor. Philofophorum, Orato- 
rum, Sic. page 227. 
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JANECOUNTESS OF 
WESTMORLAND. 



TANE e Countefs of Weftmorland, was the cldeft daugh- 
J ter of Henry earl of Surrey, eldeft fon of Thomas duke 
of Norfolk, (beheaded in the life time of his father 1 9th Ja- 
nuary 1 546-7) by Frances his wife, daughter to John earl of 
•Oxford j and was married to Charles Ncvil earl of Weftmor- 
land, by whom (he had ifiiic Catherine, wife of Sir Thomas 
Gray of Thillingham, in the county of Northumberland, 
knight : Eleanor never married : Margaret wife of Nicholas 

Pudfey of and Anne the wife of David Engleby, brother 

of Sir William Engleby of Ripley in the county of York 
knight. This ingenious lady made fuch a furprizing progrefs 
in the Latin and Greek tongues, under the tuition of Mr. Fox 
the Martyrologift, that we are aflured by Mr. Samuel Fox in 
the life of his father *, that her Ikill in thofe languages was 
fuch, that fhe might well ftand in competition with the greateft 
men of that age. The latter part of her life was render'd 
very unhappy by the indifcretion of her hufband, who being 
forgetful of his duty to his Prince, engaged himfelf in an infur- 
rection in the North, An. 1 569. For which rebellion he was by 
parliament adjudged a traytor, and had his goods and lands con- 
fifcated, (1570) and was himfelf to have fuffer'd death, had 
he not fled beyond fea, where he lived long after, in a very 
poor and miferablc condition; dying abroad in an advanced age. 



* Brooke p. 597, and from him Sir * Prefixed to the Ift. vol. of the AO» 
W. Dugdale in his Baronage, vol. I. p. and Monuments of the Church. 
301. by a miiakc call this lady ANNE. 
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ELIZABETH DANCY. 



ELIZABETH DANCY was the fccond daughter of Sir 
Thomas More, Lord High-Chancellor of England, and 
of Jane his wife ; and was born in London, Ann. 1 509. She 
was educated in the learned languages, and moft of the fci- 
cnces, by thofe great matters already mentioned in the memoirs 
of her fitter Mrs. Roper, in which me was a very great pro- 
ficient. She correfponded with Erafmus, who applauds her 
for her pure Latin ftyle, and genteel way of writing. She 
was married when very young to Mr. Dancy, the fan and 
heir of Sir John Dancy \ What (be wrote, or when fhe died 
I never could learn. Dr. Thomas Stapleton f tells us that he 
had feen an apology of Sir Thomas More's to the Univerfity 
of Oxford, tranflated into Latin by one of his daughters, and 
turn'd into Englifh again by another. But as he does not fa- 
vour us with their names, I am at a lofs which of them to 
afcribe it to. We are likewife informed that one of thefe 
gentlewomen tranflated into Englifh a Latin paraphrafe upon 
the Lord's Prayer. ■ Bifhop Tanner in his Bibliotheca at- 
tributes it to Mrs. Roper. Sed quare, 

« More's life of Sir Thomas More, * Vide the Englifh ^inflation of Eraf- 
p. 48. mos's Comment on the Creed, printed by 

* More's life, &c. p. 123. .Redman. Fol. 175. 
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CECILIA HERON. 



CECILIA HERON, the third and youngeft daugh- 
ter of Sir Thomas More, was born in London, A. D. 
1 5 1 o. She was educated in al moil all kinds of learning in 
her father's houfe, by the abovementioned mafters, in wl lich 
me made a very conlidcrable progrefs. She was a perfedt 
miftrefs of the Latin tongue, which (he wrote with great 
purity j for which (he is much commended by Erafmus, 
with whom fhe correfponded. She was married when very 
young to Gyles Heron of Shakelwel in the county of Mid- 
41efex, Efqj 




MARGARET 
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MARGARET CLEMENT 



7\ /TARGARET CLEMENT, an ingenious kinfwoman of 
JLVjL Sir Thomas More's, was born A. D. 1508) flic was a 
domeftic of Sir Thomas's from her childhood, where fhe 
was carefully educated with his daughters in the learned lan- 
guages, and in almoft all the liberal fcienccs, in which flie 
ieems to have made a great progrefs. She correfponded with 
the celebrated Erafmus, who commends her epiftles for their 
good fenle and chaft Latin. Mr. Thomas More who wrote 
the life of his great-grandfather Sir Thomas, makes honour- 
able mention of her, and ftiles her a Angular learned wo- 
man. h She was a great admirer of Sir Thomas's exemplary 
virtues, and ufed to report, that fhe had frequently committed 
faults dcfignedly, purely to hear Sir Thomas chide her, he 
did it with fuch gravity, fuch moderation, fuch love and com- 
panion. She very carefully kept and preferved the fliirt 1 where- 
in Sir Thomas fuffered all ftained with his blood : and alfb 
his fliirt of hair. About the year 153 1, (he was married to 
her learned tutor Dr. John Clement, whofe nuptials were 
celebrated in the following copy of latin verfes compofed by 
our famous Antiquarian poet Mr. John Leland \ 

» Life of Sir Thomas More p. 81 . k John Leland in Encom. Troph. Bpi- 

i Ibid. p. 358. thakraiu, &c. p. 38. 
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EPITHALAMIUM 

JO. CLE MENTIS MEDICI & MARGARETS. 

Mufae purpureis novem revindfce 
Sertis, nunc Helicone cur relidlo 
Hue tendant, lepidos modos canentes : 
Cur jundtis manibus levem choream, 
Tarn pra»ter folitum colant, venufta 
Die quaefo foror O ! mihi Thalia. 

r 

THALIA. 

Haec lux, quae rofea lampade panditur, 
Clementi niveam jungit amiculam, 
Et dat conjugii fidere fauftulo 

Pulchri primitias facras. 
Graecis litterulis vir nitet undique, 
Conjux eloquio praenitet Italo, 
Hinc feftus properat Pieridum chorus 

Ut dulces decorant thoros. 

EUPHROSYNE. 

Splendidam lucem celebremus ergo, 
Sedula* cura niveae Sorores : 
Illitas dextris faculas tenentes 

Sulphure vivo. , r 
Virgines et nunc alacres amoenae 
Incolas Cyrrhae comitemur almas, 
Vocibus belle refonis canentes 

Carmina laeta. 

A G L A I A. 
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A G L A I A. 

Hue Hymenal veni, crocca rcdimite tiara, 

Et grato faveas ignibus ore novis. 
Lucida felici veniat fax, omine quaefo, 

Afluetafque preces die Hymenaee tuas. 
Candida nam doclo Clementi jungitur uxor, 

Margaris, infigni virgo decore nitens. 

Thus tranflated into Englifli. 

The EPITHAL AMIUMon JO. CLEMENT 
and MARGARET his Wife: 

Beauteous Thalia, tell me, pray, 
What makes the facred nine to-day 
Hither advance from Helicon, 
Each with their purple garlands on ? 
What is the caufc, they joyful fing, 
And hand-in-hand dance in a Ring ; 
So charming and fo new a thing ? 

THALIA. 

This morn, which bright and lovely rofe, 
Joyns Clement to his beauteous fpoufe 
Gives with a planet fortunate 
An Eflay of their happy Hate. 

None drew from Greece more fkill than He, 
And none from Latium more than She. 
Hence 'tis the joyful mufes throng 
To grace them with a bridal fong. 

EUPHRO- 
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» 

EUPHROSYNE. 

This joyous morn then, fillers fair, 
Let's celebrate with utmoft care ; 
Let torches in our hand to day, 
Their bright their living fires difplay. 
Let us attend the chearful train 
Of nymphs, that near Parnaflus reign ; 
And with harmonious voices vie 
In making joyful melody. 

AGLAIA. 

Hither, O Hymen, come ! and round thy head 

Thy fragrant flowry chaplet fpread j 
And with thy gracious blefling deign t'approve 

The prefent fcene of mutual love. 
May the bright torch propitious mine, I pray j 

Hymen ! thy wonted ofPring pay : 
For Clement and his Marg'ret wedded are, 

As learned he, as me is fair. 

Mrs. Clement had one daughter named Winefrid, on whofe 
education (he beftow'd the fame care as had been taken of her 
own. Mr. Anthony a Wood ftiles her an ingenious and learned 
woman, and lays that me was married to Mr. William Raftall 
(nephew to Sir Thomas More) a celebrated writer, and the 
moft eminent lawyer of his time. 

Dr. Clement with his learned confort, left England for the 
fake of religion, and fettled at Mechlin in Brabant, where me 
died 1 July the 6th, 1 570, in the 63d year of her age : and was 
huried near to the tabernacle in St. Rumbold's church there. 
» Vide Mr. Anth. a Wood'i Atb. Oxon. vol. 1. fol. 175. 
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MARY ROPER. 



MARY ROPER, the youngeA daughter of Margaret 
Roper. This much admired lady had all imaginable 
<:are taken of her education, and flie made fuch a ufe of it as 
to appear altogether worthy of fuch a mother. Befides the 
abovementioned tutors Dr. Cole and Dr. Chriftopherfon, fhe 
had that noted Grecian Mr. John Morwen ra for her Precep- 
tor ; under whofe happy inductions rtie became a perfect 
miftrcfs of the Greek and Latin tongues : in both which 
languages (he wrote feveral orations ; which were fo much ad- 
mired by her tutor Mr. Morwen, that he tranflated many of 
them into Englifli. 

She tranflated her mother's Latin Verfion of Eufebius's 
church hiftory into Englifli ; which fhe dedicated to Queen 
Mary. Alfo part of her grandfather Sir Thomas More's 
Latin expofition of the paflion of our faviour ; in which, (he 
imitated Sir Thomas's ftile fo exactly, that Mr. More tells us, 
it may feem originally to have been written by Sir Thomas 
himfelf. Mr. Roger Afcham ftiles this learned lady an emi- 
nent ornament of her fex, and of Queen Mary's court : flie 
being one of the gentlewomen, (fo they were then called) of 
Queen Mary's privy chamber. She was firft married to Mr. 
Stephen Clarke ", and afterwards to Mr. James BafTet. 

■ Wood's Athens Oxon. laft Edit. vol. Edit, of Roper's Life of Sir Thomas, p. 
i . Col. 82. 1 76, mentions her as Sir Thomas Mores 



More 



» Mr. More ca 1 ls her Sir Thomas Daughter, 
ore's Niece. And Mr. Lewis in hi. 
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MARGARET ASCHAM. 



MARGARET ASCHAM, wife of the celebrated Mr. 
Roger Afcham Preceptor to the moft illuftrious Queen 
Elizabeth, deferves to be remembred among the learned and 
ingenious of the fair fex, fince the prefervation of her huf- 
band's book entituled the School-majler See. is owing to her 
care. She wrote an epiftle dedicatory to the honourable Sir 
William Cecill, Knight, &c. which (he prefix'd to this ex- 
cellent performance, and publifhed it in quarto at London 1 570. 
It was afterwards printed at the fame place Anno 1589. And 
has been lately reprinted with explanatory notes, &c. by the 
Revd. Mr. James Upton, A. M. Rector of Brimpton in Som- 
erfetlhire, and late fellow of king's college in Cambridge, 
London, 171 1. 

Mrs. Afchams maiden name was How. She was married 
to Mr. Afcham A. D. 1 554, to whom fhe brought a con- 
fiderable fortune. When me died, or whether flie did any 
thing more towards the advancement of learning I know not : 
but it is very probable that (he lies buried with Mr. Afcham 
in the church of St. Sepulchre without Newgate, London. 



X 
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MARY 



QJUEEN of SCOTLAND. 



TV JW A R Y Queen of Scotland has been the fubjeft of fo 
W x much difcourfe, and has been fo highly celebrated for 
her learning, wit and beauty throughout Europe, that I mud: 
not omit her in this catalogue, notwithftanding I can fay but 
little in relation to her literary character : for the many writers 
of her hiftory have been fo full in their accounts of her mif- . 
fortunes and tragical end, and fo warmly engaged either in 
heightening or deprefling her reputation in regard to her con- 
duct in life, that they have almoft all forgot to tranfmit to 
pofterity an account of her education and what part fhe bore 
in the republic of letters. The limits of this defign will not 
permit me to give a detail of the former part of her character, 
and of the latter I can only give a few hints. 

She was bora on the eighth day of December, in the year 
1542, and was the daughter and heir of James the fifth King 
of Scots, by Mary of Lorraine, his fecond Queen, and 
Dowager of Longueville. She was not eight days old when her 
father died ; whereupon enfued great animofities among the 
nobility, who fhould have the adminiftration of publick affairs. 
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and the guardianmip of the young Queen. But after many 
debates it was at lad judged to belong of right to the earl of 
Arran, as being by proximity of blood the next heir to the 
crown in legitimate dcfcent, and the firft peer of Scotland. 
Whereupon by the unanimous confent and decree of the 
nobility and people, he was chofen governour of the kingdom, 
and guardian of the Queen $ who in the mean time remained 
with her Mother in the royal palace of Linlithgow. 

Great fuit being made by King Henry the eighth, in the be- 
half of his fon Edward, for this princefs in her childhood j 
at laft, it was agreed between the chief peers of both king- 
doms, that me mould be given in marriage to that prince j 
which being refufed afterwards by her governour, occafioned 
the famous battle of MtuTelburgh. Upon the defeat of the 
Scots at this battle, (he was conveyed by the Queen mother 
into the Ifleof Inchemahom, where (he firft laid the founda- 
tion of her knowledge in the Latin, French, Spanifli and 
Italian tongues j in which (he afterwards arrived at fo great 
perfection, that few were found to equal her in any of them, 
and none fuperior in them all *. 

The Queen mother being inclined to the intereft of France, 
by her care, the young Queen at the age of fix years or there- 
abouts, was fent thither in the gallies of Villagagnon, a knight 
of Rhodes appointed by the French King unto this fervicc. In 
which voyage by the weft feas (for in the other paflage near 
the ftraits of Callis, the Englifh had laid a ftrong navy to in- 
tercept her) me hardly efcaped drowning by means of a ftorm 
that happened near the coaft of little Britain in France, where 
£he afterwards landed \ From thence me 'was conveyed unto 

• Vid. Dr. Jcbb'j life of Mary Queen P See Mr. Udall's preface to his life of 
•f Scots, p. 1 8. Mar/ Queen of Scott. 

X 2 the 
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the court, and having tarried there a few days with the king 
and Queen, flic was fent to a monaftery, where were educated 
the daughters of the chief nobility of the kingdom ; and here 
me fpent her time with fo much pleafure and fatisfaction, that 
flie feemed as if formed for a monaftick life. She was con- 
ftant in all the offices of devotion, and fo ftrictlv obfervant of 
the directions that were laid before her for the conduct of life, 
and regulation of her manners, that me drew upon her the ad- 
miration of all who beheld her. Upon her return to the 
court, me felected for her companions fuch as had diftinguim- 
ed themfelves by fome extraordinary pre-eminence of Virtue. 
She placed much of her ftudy in learning the modern langu- 
ages, and to thefe (lie added the Latin, which (he undcrftood 
to fuch a degree of perfection, that me fpoke an oration of 
her own composition, in that language, in the great guard 
Room at the louvre before the royal family and nobility of 
France \ She was naturally inclined to poetry, and made fo 
great a progrefs in the art, as to be a writer herfclf ; and her 
compofitions were valued much by Monfieur Ronfard r , who 
was nimfclf at that time efteemed an eminent poet. 

A very moderate mare of fuch accomplishments in a fove- 
reign princefs is fure to be not only celebrated, but greatly 
magnified by the Poets of the age. But this Queen's attain- 
ments are as well attefted by hiftorians, as they are com- 
mended by poetic writers. And doubtlefs the famous Bimop 
Atterbury, in his alteration of the four laft lines in Buchanan's 
dedication of a Latin tranflation of the Pfalms, thought he made 
her a more juft, as well as a more elegant compliment when 
in their ftead he (is faid to have) fubftituted thefe which 
follow. 

< Vid. Monfieur Rapin's preface to his * Memoirs de Braniome, p. I IO. 

CompanfjH letixte/s Ihmididts and Livy. 

Quod 
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Quod fi culta parum, fi fint incondita j noftri 
Scilicet Ingenii eft, non ea Culpa Loci : , 

Pofle etiam hie nafci, quae lunt pulcherrima j fpondeat 
E Vultu & Genio Scotica Terra tuo. 

She had a good tafte for mufick,' and play'd well upon 
feveral inftrumentsj was a fine dancer, and fat a horfe grace- 
fully : but thefe laft accomplilhments (he purfued rather out 
of neceftity than choice j and when (he followed moil her 
own inclinations, /he would be employed amongft her women 
in needle-work. An impalement of the arms of France and 
Scotland are embroidered under an imperial crown, on the 
valence of the canopy in the prefence chamber at White- Hall, 
much of which is faid to be of her own handy work 1 . Ac- 
complifhments fo extraordinary, and fo various, are feldom to 
be found in any one pcrfon : but with what vaft advantage 
muft they have appeared in a princefs, whofe perfon was ex- 
tremely beautiful j and in whofe countenance was a ma- 
jefty intermixed with fuch fweetnefs as engaged the admiration 
of all that faw her." 

No wonder then that a crown fet upon the head of fo com- 
pete a princefs, appear'd fo amiable to King Henry the fecond 
of France and his Queen, as to make them exceedingly de- 
iirous of marrying her to the Dauphin ^ which they foon ac- 
complifh'd; for on the twentieth of April, in the Year 1558, 
the nuptials were folemnized with all imaginable pomp and 
magnificence in the church of Noftre Dame in Paris, to the 
inexpreflible pleafure of the Dauphin, who might juftly think 
himfelf the moft happy prince in the world } for, to the above- 

* Vid. Vita Mariae Stuartc Scotite Rj- » Sandford's CM/a/jfiW ////?. &c. p. 529. 
gime f Dotaritt, Gallia, Ant lite, & Hibtr- * Vid. Memoir t dt Brantomc, p. 3. Dr. 
»>, H*rt£t ; Striptort Georgio Conseo Jebb's lift of Mary !$uttH of Scott, p iges 
Sittt. p. 26, 27. 21, 22, 23. and Melvil'j Mtmtm, p. 50. 

men- 



158 MEMOIRS OF MARY 

mentioned excellencies, (he added that of the ftricteft obedi- 
ence, and moft obliging behaviour towards her hufband j 
obferving all the connubial duties with fuch a peculiar 
fweetnefs of temper, and incomparable addrefs, as not only 
endeared her to him, but was admired by all who had op- 
portunity of obferving it. But this happy marriage was but 
of a (hort duration, he being violently feiz'd with a catarrh in 
his ear, died of it without iffue on the 5th of December, 
1 560, leaving this his diiconfolate Queen fo opprefs'd with for- 
row, that neither the endearing friendfliip of her kindred and 
allies, nor the charms of the French court could detain her 
there, (he being fully determined to return to her native country. 

She had not been long in Scotland before propofals were 
fent to her to marry with Charles Archduke of Auftria. But 
Queen Elizabeth making herfelf a kind of arbitratrefs in thofe 
affairs, defired (he would not marry with any foreign Prince, 
but to make choice of an hufband out of her own Nobility j 
and recommended to her either the Earl of Lticefter, or the 
Lord Darnley ; threatning her upon refufal, to deprive her of 
the fucceffion to the crown of England. Being thus over- 
aw'd by Queen Elizabeth, and not a little pleas'd with the 
young Nobleman himfelf, who was a perfon of exquifite 
beauty > (he confented (perhaps a little too haftily) to mar- 
ry her coufin Henry Stuart Lord Darnley, fon and heir of 
Matthew Earl of Lenox. And having created him Earl of 
Rofs, and Duke of Rotherfay, July 28, 1565, he was on the 
fame day proclaimed King at the market crofs in Edinburgh, 
and on the morrow was married to the Queen in the royal cha- 
pel at Halyrood Houfe. By this hulband fhe had one fon, born 
in the cattle of Edinburgh, June 1 9, 1 566, who was after- 
wards James the fixth of Scotland, and firft of England. 
This unfortunate nobleman being murdered in a moft barba- 
rous 
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tous manner by the inftigation and procurement of the 
Earls of Murrey and Moreton in the beginning of February, 
1567, (he was married again on the fifteenth of May, the 
fame year, to John Hepborne Earl of Bothwell, a man of an 
ambitious temper and dilTolutc life. From which time a fe- 
rics of infelicities attended her to the end of her life. The 
different views and interefts of the nobility, clergy and gentry, 
in regard to religious and political affairs, had fo disunited the 
kingdom, and occafioned fuch interline broils and diffentions, 
that all things appeared rn the greateft diforder and confufion. 
Loyalty and obedience to princes foon came to be negleded, 
and foon after to be fet at nought, and the royal authority in- 
ftead of being honoured and obeyed, met with nothing but 
abufes and contempt. The Earl of Bothwell was forced to 
fly into Denmark to fave his life. The Queen was feized ; 
carried prifoner to Lochlcvyn ; and was treated on the road 
with fuch fcorn and contempt, as her own perlonal dignity 
might fuflkiently have fecured her from; tho" that indeed 
was greatly obfeured : for Hie was put into very mean ap- 
parel ; and when the inhabitants of the town came out to 
meet her lbe made a moft difgraceful figure, being covered 
with dull and tears. She was conveyed to the provolt's lodg» 
ings, and committed to the care of Murrey's mother, who had 
been concubine to King James the fifth, and whofe match* 
lefs impudence and infults added much to her affliclion. 

When Queen Elizabeth heard of thofe infolencies, fhe 
feem'd fir'd with indignation at it ; and fent Sir Nicholas 
Throckmorton into Scotland to expoftulate with the confpira- 
tors for this barbarous treatment of their Queen j and to 
coufult by what means fhe might be reftored to her liberty. 
But when he came into Scotland he found the confederates 
.more iniblent than report had made them : and after many 

hearings 
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hearings and warm debates he returned without being able to 
procure any fatisfa&ion, or doing any thing confiderable for 
the relief of the diftreflTed Queen. 

Having been detained a priibner at Lochlevyn eleven months, 
and moft inhumanly forced to comply with many unreafona- 
ble demands, highly detrimental to her honour and intereft, 
fhe made her efcape (the fecond of May, 1 568) from thence 
to Hamilton Caftle, where upon the evidence of Robert Mel- 
vyn and others, in an aflembly of many of the nobility, there 
was drawn a Sentence declaratory, that the Grant extorted 
/rom her majefty in prilbn (which is juftus metus ) was actu- 
ally void from the beginning ; upon which, fuch great num- 
bers of people came in to her afiiftance, that within two or 
three days Ihc had got an army of at leaft fix thoufand. On 
the other fide Murrey with great expedition made all ima- 
ginable preparations to attack the Queen's forces before they 
became too formidable: and when they joined battle, her ma- 
jelly's army unhappily confining of raw foldiers, were foon 
defeated, and Ihe obliged to lave herfelf by flight; travelling 
in one day fixty miles, to the houfe of Maxwell Lord Herris. 
From thence Jhc difpatched John Beton to Queen Elizabeth 
with a Diamond which (he had formerly received from her, 
as a pledge of mutual amity; fignifying that fhc would come 
into England and beg her afliftance, if her rebellious fubjects 
continued to perfecute her any farther. Queen Elizabeth re- 
turned her a very kind anfwer, with large promifes of doing 
her the moft friendly offices. But before the meflenger came 
back, me, rcie&ing the advice of her friends, found means 
to convey herfelf with the Lords Herris, Flemming and others 
into England, landing May 1 7, at Workington in Cumber- 
land, near to the mouth of the river Derwent : and on the 
fame day wrote letters in the French tongue with her 

own 
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own hand to Queen Elizabeth, in which (he gave her a long 
detail of her misfortunes, dcfiring her protection and aid 
againft her rebellious fubjects. Queen Elizabeth in her letters 
by Sir Francis Knowles, and others comforted her, and pro- 
mifed to protect her according to the equity of her caufe ; and 
under pretence of greater fecurity commanded that (he mould 
be carried to Carlifle. Now the unfortunate Queen began to 
perceive her own error in not following the advice of her 
friends. Her apprehenfion of this miftake, perhaps (he may 
be julUy thought to have intimated in applying to herfelf, 
with fome alteration, a latin diftich which we meet with in 
the fragments of Casfar, which me wrote with her own hand 
on a pane of glafs at Buxton- Well. 

Buxtona, quae calidae celebraris * nomine Lymph*, 
Forte mlhi pofthac non adeunda, Vale. 

Buxton, whofe fame thy bath mall ever tell 
Whom I perhaps, (hall fee no more, farewell. 

She was not indeed fo fully convinced of this fatal miftake, 
as when (he wrote thefe two lines in a window at Fothcring- 
hay caftlc. 

From the top of all my truft, 
Mifhap has laid me in the dull. 

England as an ufeful author obferves inftead of being 
a fanctuary to the diftrefled Queen, became only a change of 

■ So it is in the glaft I had in my hand in Camden's Britannia in Dtrbjfbin. 
fays Dr. Fuller (Church Hijivj ; Cent. 16. r Sanford in hu QMalogual Hifttrj, 
Lit. 9. p. 181.) though it be celcbrabere &c. p. 532. 

Y air j 
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air ; but not from confinement to liberty ; for being denied 
accefs to Queen Elizabeth, and tofTed from one prifon to ano- 
ther for the fpace of about eighteen years, in which (he had 
often flruggled for liberty, that tragical fcene of her life which 
was begun in Scotland was here brought to a conclufion by the 
cruel ftroke of the axe. 

Sentence being pafled, and the warrant figned for her exe- 
cution, notice was given her on the fifth of February that (he 
muft die on the morrow : me received the menage with great 
calmnefs j and with a remarkable refolution and prefence of 
mind, inftantly begun to fettle her affairs, and to make due 
preparation for this grand event. She ordered her flipper to 
be haftened, of which fhe eat fparingly ; and obferving her 
fervants to weep, fhe comforted them with furprizing alacrity, 
and towards the end of fupper, fhe drank to them all ; and 
they all pledged her on their knees in their order, mingling 
their tears with the wine. After fupper fhe read over her will % 
and the inventory of her goods and moveables, and wrote 
on them the names of thofe to whom fhe had appointed them; 
and to fome fhe gave money with her own hand. She wrote 
unto her confefTor, to pray unto god for her : and flie alfo wrote 
letters of recommendation unto the French King, and to the 
duke of Guife for her fervants. She went to bed at her ufual 
time, and flept fome hours ; being awaked, fhe fpent the reft 
of the night in prayer. The fatal day beginning to break, fhe 

* In the life of Cardinal Laurea, writ- *' falfe and heretical perfwafion which he 

ten by the abbot of Pigncrol, p. 77, it is " had drunk in, the inheritance of the 

obferved, that in the will of Mary Queen '* crown of England (hould never defcend 

of Scots, which (he wiote with her own " to him ; but lhould devolve from him, 

hand the day before (lie was beheaded " to Philip king of Spain". Vid. Bp. 

" She exprcflcd her zeal for the catholick Burnet's hiftory of the reformation part 

" religion ; and pr -vidtd, that if the the third, p. 327. And the Coll. 01 n- 

** prince, her fon, did not renounce the cordi at the end of it, N°. 94. p. 366. 

clothed 
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clothed hcrfelf as flic ufed to be on Feftival days, and calling 
her fcrvants together, read over her will, and requcfted them 
to take in good part the legacies (he had given them, fince fhe 
had it not in her power to give more : and then devoting her- 
felf intirely to god, did with great humility befcech him to 
give her his grace and favour ; continuing her devotions with 
iighs and tears, until Thomas Andrews (heriff of the county 
came and told her that fhe was to come forth. When flie 
came forth, (he was attended by Melvin her fteward, who 
bore up her train, Burgoine her phyfician, her apothecary, 
and chirurgeon, and two maids. She appeared with great 
majefty, modelty and chearfulnefs of countenance. " She 
" was (faith an eye witnefs, whofe account of her perfon and 
" behaviour in her laft moments I here tranferibe *,) of 
** ftature tall, of bodie corpulent, round fhouldcr'd, of face 
" fat and broad, double chinned, and hazel eyed; borrowed 
*' hair, a bourne. Her attire was this, on her head (he had 
" a drefling of lawnc edged with bone lace, a pomander 
«' chaine, and an Agnus Dei about her neck, a crucifix in her 
" hand, a pair of beads at her girdle, with a golden crofs at 
<c the end of them j a vail of lawnc fattened to the caule 
*' bowed out with wyre and edged round about with bone 
" luce. Her gown was of black fattin, printed, with a train, 
" and long fleeves to the ground, fet with acorne buttons of 
" jett, trimmed with pearl, and fhort fleeves of black fattin 
" cutt, with a pair of fleeves of purple velvet, whole under 
«« them : her kertle whole of crymfon fattin, and her petti- 

» From a MS. in Mr. Aflimole's ftudy, Sir William CtdU, Kt. Lord Bwltigb, 

N° 781 , incicicd A true dtdr.-ati'.n of the Lsrd HigbTrenfa-er of England. This ac- 

txecutitn of Mary r/r late£^ir,n vf $cctt, count is dared Feb. n, 1586. And con- 

ivitbin tbt cafile of Fotltringlay, viii. Feb. eludes ^ our ho. in all humble ferncc to 

1586. Addrefied to tht right bomuralU command, R. W." 

Y 2 " coat 
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44 coat fkirte of crimfon velvet, her fhoes of Spanifli leather, 
44 the rough fide outward, a pair of green (ilk garters j her 
44 nether rtockings worfted, couloured, watched, clocked 
44 with filver, and edged on the top with filver, and next her 
44 legs a paire of Jerfey hofe white. 

44 Then the two executioners kneeled down unto her and 
44 defired her to forgive them her death, (he anfwered I for- 
44 give you with all my heart j for I hope this day mail give 
14 an end to all my troubles. Then they with her two wo- 
44 men helping her up, began to difrobe her, and then (he 
44 laid her crucifix upon the ftoole. One of the executioners 
44 took from her neck her Agnus Dei, then me began to lay 
44 hold of it faying, (he would give it to one of her women, 
44 and withal told the executioner, that he mould have money 
44 for it. Then (he fuffered them with her two women to 
44 take of the chain of pomander beades and all -her other ap- 
44 parell, and then with a kind of gladnefs and fmilinge (he 
44 began to make herfelf unreddy, putting on a pair of fleeves 
44 with her own hands, (which the two executioners had be- 
44 fore rudely pulled of,) and that with fuch fpeed, as if (he 
44 longed to have been gone out of this world : during all 
44 thcfe actions of difrobeing of the faid Queen, (he never 
44 altred her countenance, but fmilinge as it were at it, faid 
44 Jhe never bad fuch Groomes before to make her unreddy, 
44 nor never did of her clothes before fuch a company. At 
44 length flic being unattired and unapparelled of fuch and fo 
44 much of her attire and apparell as was convenient faving her 
44 petticoat and kirttle, her two women looking upon her 
44 burft out in a very great flcreaking, crying and lamentation, 
44 and when their fkreaking began to decline they crolTcd 
44 themfelves and prayed in latin. Then the faid Queen 
44 turning herfelf to them, and feeing them in fuch a mourn- 

44 full 
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" full and lamentable plight, embraced them, and faid thefe 
44 words in French, ne cry vous jay prome pur vous y and fo 
44 crofted and kifled them, and bad them pray for her, and 
44 not be fo mournful, for faid ftie, this day I truft fhall end 
44 your miftreffes troubles. Then with a fmiling countenance 
44 (he turned herfelf to her men fervants, Melvine and the reft 
44 ftanding upon a bench near the (kaffold, who were fometimes 
44 weeping, fometimes crying out aloud, and continually 
44 crofling themfelves and praying in latin. And the faid Queen 
44 (thus turned unto them) did herfelf likewife crofs tnem 
44 and bade them farewell, and prayed them to pray for her 
44 even to the laft hour. This done one of her women having 
44 a Corpus Cbrifli Cloth lapped it up three corner wife, kilfcd 
44 it, and put it over the face of her Queen and Miftrefs, and 
44 pinned it faft on the carole of her head. Then they two 
44 mournfully departed from her } and then the faid Queen 
44 kneeled down upon the cufhion, at which time verie refo- 
44 lutely, and without any token of the fear of death, (he 
44 fpake a loud this pfalm in latin In te Dne Confido t &c. Then 
44 groping for the block, (he laid down her head, putting her 
44 chain over her back with both her hands, which holding 
44 there ftill, had been cutt off, had they not been efpicd. 
44 Then (he laid herfelf upon the block moft quietly, and 
44 ftretching out her arms and legges cried out In manus tuas % 
44 Dne three or four times. At laft whilft one of the execu- 
44 doners held her ftraitly with one of his hands, the other 
44 gave her two ftroks with an axe before he did cut off her 
44 head, and yet left a griftle behind. At which time Ihe 
44 made very fmall noife, and ftirred not any part of herfelf 
44 from the place where (he lay. Then the executioner which 
44 cut off her head lifted it up and bad God fave the Queen. 
£ Then her dreffing of lawne fell from her head, which ap- 

44 peared 



166 MEMOIRS OF MARY 

" peared as if fhe had been feventy years old, polled very 
" ftiort, her face being in a moment fo much altered from 
" the form which he had when (he was alive, as few could 
" remember her by her dead face. Her lippes ftirred up and 
" down almoft a quarter of an hour after her head was 
" cutoff." 

The executioners were difmiffed with fees ; not having any 
thing that was hers : for we are told b that all her apparel was 
burnt. Her body with the head, was conveyed into the treat 
chamber, where it was embalmed, and lay until its Inter- 
ment. 

Upon Tuefday being the firft of Auguft were the funerals 
appointed to be celebrated for her majefty, in the cathedral 
church of Peterborough, and accordingly there were fent thither 
from the court, the Queen's houfhold officers, to nuke pre- 
paration for the diet, Mr. Dorrcl, and Mr. Cox ; for the fu- 
neral offices, Mr. Fortefcue matter of the great wardrobe : the 
heralds came down three or four days before, and appointed 
(together with the Bimop and Dean) the place for the body 
to be interred : this was oppofite to the buring place of Queen 
Katherine, near to the tomb of John the laft abbot, and firft . 
Bimop of that church. There was a rich herfe erected above 
the firfl: itep of the quire, near to the place of the burial, and 
the whole quire and church were hanged with black. Upon 
Sunday at night the 30th of July, the body was brought by 
torch light from the caftle of Fotheringhay by Garter king at 
arms and other heralds, with fome number of horfe, in a 
chariot made on purpofe, covered with black velvet, and 
adorned with her enfignes accordingly, between one and two 

* Vid. Howcs's Edition of Stowc's Summary, London, 1608, p. 459 

of 
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of the clock in the night : where attended for it before the 
church, the Bifhop of Peterborough, and the Dean of the 
cathedral church, the mailer of the wardrobe, Clarentius king 
at arms, and divers, as well of her majefty's fervants, as other 
perfons. There came with the body fix of the Scotiih train, 
as Melvin, the matter of the houihold, and her pliyfician, 
and others ; the body with the clofures weighed nine liundrcd 
weight, which beirg carried and attended orderly by the laid 
perfons, was committed to the ground in the vault appointed, 
and immediately the vault was covered, excepting a fmall hole 
left open for the fhves to be broken into. There was at that 
time not any of the offices of the church fervice performed, it 
beirg judged by all prefer t, as well Scots as others, that it would 
be more properly done on the day and time of folcmnity. 
Upon Monday in the afternoon, came to Peterborough, all 
the lords and ladies, and other afilflants appointed, and at the 
bi/hop's Palace was prepared a great fupper for them, where 
all at one table fupped in the great chamber being hanged 
with black, where was a mite fet on the right fide thereof, of 
purple velvet. Upon Tucfday morning, the chief mourners, 
lords and ladies, and other aiTilbnts being ready, about ten of 
the clock they marched from the hall of the bifhop's palace 
in the following order. 

The Countefs of Bedford chief mourner. 



The Earl of Rutland. 
The E..rl of Lincoln. 
The Countefs of Rutland 
The Countcls of Lincoln. 
L. Dudley L. Chamberlain. 



L. Wiiloughby of Parham. 
L. Compton. 
L. Mordant. 

The Dean of Peterburgh. 
Lady Mordant. 



L. S. Jolin of Bafmg L. Stew, i L. Talbot. 

L. Dudley. 
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Sir George Haftings. 
Sir Richard Knightley. 
Sir Andrew Nowel. 
Sir George Savil. 
Sir James Harrington. 
Mr. John Mannors as a Kt. 
1 8 Scotifh Gentlemen. 
Divers Efqrs. with Gentlemen, 

2 Kings at Arms $wiius. 
5 Heralds at Arms. 
An Hundred poor Women. 

The folemnity being fettled, the prebendaries, and the quire, 
who received them at the church door fung an anthem, the 
Scots, all excepting Mr. Melvin, departed, and would not tarry 
at fermon or ceremonies. The bimop of Lincoln preached 
out of pfalm 39. v. 5, 6, 7. Lord let me know my end, &c. 
Who (hall gather them, &c. In the prayer when he gave 
thanks for fuch as were tranflated out of this vale of mifery, 
he ufed thefe words. " Let us give thanks for the happy dif- 
" folution of the high and mighty Princefs Mary late Queen 
" of Scotland, and Dowager of France, whofe life and death, 
" at this time I have not much to fay, becaufe I was not ac- 
*« quainted with the one, neither was I prefent at the other j 
«« I will not enter into judgment further, but becaufe it hath 
" been fignified unto me that (he trufted to be faved by the 
" blood of Chrift, we muft hope well of her falvation : for 
" as father Luther was wont to fay, many one that liveth a 
" papift, dieth a proteftant." In the difcourfe of his text he 
only dealt with the general do&rine of die vanity of all flefe. 

The 



L. Dudley. 

L. St. John of Bafing. 

L. St. John of Bletmoc. 

L. Mary Savil. 

L. Cecil. 

L. Mountague. 

Lady Noel. 

Lady Mannors. 

Mrs. Allington as a Lady, 

8 Scotifh Gentlewomen. 

Sir Thomas Cecil. 

Sir Thomas Mannors. 

Sir Edward Mountague. 
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The fermon ended, the offering of the chief mourner and 
hatchments were received by the bifhop of Peterborough, 
and the offerings of the reft, by the dean, which ended, 
the mourners departed. The ceremony of burial was performed 
by the Dean, the officers breaking their ftaves, and calling 
them into the vault upon the coffin : and fo they departed to 
the Bimops houfe, where was a great feaft appointed. The 
concourfe of people was of many thoufands, and after dinner 
the nobles departed away every one towards his own home '. 

The remains of this unfortunate Queen having reftcd in 
this place 2 5 years, it was by order of her fon King James 
taken up the eleventh of October, 1612, and was reinterred 
in K. Henry the feventh's chappel in the abby church at Weft- 
minfter j where he erected a magnificent monument to her 
memory ; with her image of the fineft marble in full propor- 
tion in her royal robes, upon a pedeftal of curious workman- 
ship, under a beautiful canopy* fupported by eight columns of 
white and black marble, viz. four at the weft, and as many 
at the eaft-end, of the Corinthian order, the pedeftals and 
capitals gilt, and the frize adorned with feveral coats of arms. 
And on the Couth fide the following infeription. 

D. O. M. 

Bona? Memorise 
et Spei iEternae, 

Maria? Stuarts Scotorum Reginae, Francis Dotarke, Jacobi 
V. Scotorum Regis filiae et haeredis unicae, Henrki VII. Angl. 
Regis, ex Margareta majori natu filia (Jacobo 1III. Regi 



J Vid. Gunton'i hiftory of the cathedral church of Peterborough, pages 74, 75, &c. 

Z Scotorum 
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Scotorum Matrimonio copulata,) Proncptis, Edwardi Till. 
Angl. Regis cx Elizabeths, filiarum fuarum natu maxima, 
Abneptis, Francifci II. Gallorum R. Conjugis, Coronas Angl. 
dum vixit, certa?, & indubitatse hxredis, & Jacobi magna; 
Britannia? Monarchal potentiflimt, matris. 

Stirpe vere Regia, & antiquiflimd prognata erat, maximi 
totius Europas principibus agnatione & cognatione conjuncla, 
& exquifitiflimis animi & corporis dotibus & ornamentis 
cumulatifiima. Verum ut funt variasrerum humanarum vices, 
poftquam annos plus minus viginti, in cuftodia detenta, forti- 
ter, & ftrenue, (fed frufii) cum malevolorum obtrectationibus, 
timidorum fufpitionibus, & inimicorum capitalium infidiis con- 
fliclata effet, tandem inaudito 5c infefto Regibus exemplo, 
fecuri percutitur. 

Et contempto mundo, devicla morte, laffato carnifice, 
Chrifto Servatori anima; falutem, Jacobo filio fpem Regni, & 
Pofteritatis, & univerfis ciedis infauftac fpectatoribus exemplum 
patientia? commendans, pie, patienter, intrepide cervicem 
Regiam, fecuri malediclae fubjccit, & vitae caduca? fortem, 
cum coelcftis regni pcrcnnitate commutavit, 

Ult. Idus Februarii. 
Anno Chrifti M. D. LXXXVII. 
iEtatis XXXXVI. 

Si generis fplendor rarae gratia formae 

Probri nefcia mens, inviolata fides, 
Icdtoris d invidi robur, Sapientia, candor, 

JSJixaque folantcs fpes pietate Dei : 

4 Sandford reads Hcftork. 




Digitized by Google 



QJU EEN OF SCOTLAND. 

Si morum probitas, duri paticntia fraeni, 
Majcftas, bonitas, pura, benigna manus, 

Pallida fortune poflint vitare tonantis 

Fulmina, quae montes templaque fanfta pctunt 

Non prematura fatorum forte periiTet, 
Nec fleret mceftis triftis Imago gcnis. 

Jure Scotos, Thalamo Francos, fpe poflidct Angl 

Triplice fic triplex jure corona beat. 
Fcelix, heu nimium fcelix fi turbine pulfa 

Vicinam fero conciliaflet opem. 
Sed cadit ut terram tcneat, nunc morte triumphat 

Fruclibus ut fua ftirps, pullulct indc novis. 
Victa nequit vinci, nec carcere claufa teneri 

Non occifa mori, fed ncquc capta capi, 
Sic vitis fuccifa gemit fcecundior uvis, 

Sculptaque purpureo gemma decore micat. 
Obruta frugifero fenfim lie cefpite furgunt 

Scmina, per multos qux latuere dies. 
Sanguine fancivit feed us cum plebe Jehova, 

Sanguine placabant numina fancla patrcs. 
Sanguine confperfi quos przeterit ira penates ; 

Sanguine fignata eft, quamodo cedit humus. 
Parce Deus, fatis eft, infandos fiftc dolores, 

Inter funcftos pervolet ilia dies. 
Sit Rcges maclare ncfas, ut (anguine pofthac 

Purpureo nunquam terra Britanna fluat. 
Exemplum pereat exfx cum vulnerc chrifta: j 

Inque malum praiccps, author & actor eat. 

Si meliore fui port mortem parte triumphet, 
Carniiices fileant, tormina, clauftra, cruccs. 

Z 2 
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Quern dederant curfum fuperi Regina peregit : 

Tempora laeta Deus, tempora dura dedit. 
Edidit eximium fato properante Jacobum, 

Quern Pallas, Mufe, Delia fata colunt. 
Magna viro, major natu, fed maxima partu, 

Conditur hie Regum filia, fponfc, parens. 
Det Deus ut nati & qui poft nafcentur ab ilia, 

j^Eternos videant hinc fine nube dies. 

H. N. gemens P. 
Over the cornifii at the head of the monument, 
i. Pet. 2. 21. 

Chriftus pro nobis paflus eft, relinquens exemplum ut fc- 
quamini veftigia ejus. 

Over the cornim at the foot of the monument 
1. Pet. 2. 23. 

Qui cum malediceretur, non maledicebat, cum pateretur 
3 von comminabatur, tradebat autem judicanti jufte. 

To the pious memory; 
and immortal hope 

Of Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots, and Dowager of France. 
She was daughter and fole heirefs of James the fifth, King of 
Scotland. Great-grand-daughter of Henry the feventh King 
of England, by the Lady Margaret, his eldeft daughter (who 

was 



Digitized by Google 



QJJEEN OF SCOTLAND. 173 

was married to James the fourth King of Scots) great-great- 
grand-daughter of Edward the fourth King of England, 
by Elizabeth his cldeft daughter. She was Queen confort of 
Francis the fecond King of Franc?. Certain and undoubted 
heirefs during her life time, of the crown of England, and 
mother of the moft powerful monarch, James King of Great 
Britain. 

She was derived from a royal and moft ancient family, and 
related in blood to the moft mighty Princes in all Europe, 
both by defcent and affinity. She was richly endowed with 
the moft exquiiite ornaments and accompli foments both of 
mind and body. But as the events of all human affairs are 
tranfitory, and their revolutions uncertain ; this Princefs, after 
Suffering, with an heroic, and refigned magnanimity (but in 
vain) during an imprifonment of little lefs than twenty years, 
the calumnies thrown upon her by the malicious, the fears 
conceived by the pufilanimous, and the fnares prepared for 
her by her implacable enemies, at length by a dome, as un- 
ufual, as dangerous to the facred dignity of kings, expired on 
a fcaffold. 

Looking down with contempt on the tranfient glories of 
this world, triumphing over the terrors of death, and even 
wearying out persecution, Ihe refign'd the care of her im- 
mortal Soul to bcr Saviour Chrift j her profpeft of an earthly 
diadem to her fon James, and bis pofterity. And prefenting 
to the fpe&ators of her untimely death, an example of con- 
summate patience j me Submitted her royal neck to the ac- 
curfed axe of the executioner, with piety, compofure, and 
courage. And thus exchanged the enjoyment of an uncertain 
ftate of mortality, for a crown of everlafting glory among 
the blcfled inhabitants of heaven, on the eighth day of February, 
-die year of Chrift 1 587. of her age 46. 

If 
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If birth illuftrious beauty's pow'rful fway, 
A foul, whofe truth no dangers could betray, 
If firm, heroick conftancy of mind, 
Wifdom and hope, to heav'ns decrees refign'd, 
If eafe of manners, patience to endure, 
A lib'ral hand, an heart ferenely pure, 
If charms like thefe could fates dire ihafts reftrain, 
(Which rocks and temples but oppofe in vain !) 
Death had not then abridg'd her blooming years, 
Nor this fad marble been bedew'd with tears. 

By birth, by marriage, and in hope, enthron'd 
Scotland, France, England her dominion own'd. 
Happy ! when civil rage thofe rights profan'd, 
If neighbouring allies had her caufe fuftain'd ! 
To earth (he fell, but, glorious in her doom, 
New honours grace her offspring from her tomb, 
She yields unconquer'd, triumphs tho' refign'd 
In death reviv'd in prifon unconfin'd. 
Thus richer fruits adorn the well-prun'd vine, 
Thus gems, when cut, with rays refplendent mine, 
Thus fruitful harvefts crown the waving field 
From feeds that flept beneath the earth conceal'd. 
In blood th 'almighty's league with man was given, 
And bleeding victims calm'd the wrath of hcav'n, 
Doors mark'd with blood the vengeful angel paft, 
Believing nations were in blood laid wafte. 
At length great God ! thy kindled wrath abate, 
Let forrow mark the day of Mary's fate ! 
No more let regicides in Britain rife, 
Nor ftreams of blood her fertile plains difguifc ! 

Let 
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Let crimes like this with one example end, 
And with their authors to the grave defcertd ! 

Since, rais'd to heav'n, this Princefs ftill (hall reign. 
Let pain and death their triumph now refrain. 
*Twas her's her deftin'd progrefs to perform, 
From God her fun-fhine — and from God the florai J 
Great James confirms the honour of his race, 
Him, Pallas and the Mufes join to grace. 
Great by her confort, for her birth renown'd, 
Her greateft glory in her fon is found ! 
This mournful tomb to fad remembrance brings 
The mother, daughter, and the wife of kings. 
Grant, heav'n, her offspring, future times may praife, 
For long fucceflion, and for profp'rous days ! 

1. Pet. 2. 21. 
1, Pet. 2. 23, 

She is reported to have written a volume of Poems on various 
occafions in the Latin, French and Scotch languages c . 

Alfo, The conj'olation of her long imprifonment ) and, Royal 
advice to her fon. In two books. 

Befides a great number of original letters of her's which are 
Hill preferred in the French King's library i in the royal li- 
brary at St. James's, in the Cottonian, and in Mr. Afhmole's. 
We have in print 



* Sec Bp. Tanner'* Bibliotbtca, in the article of her 

The 
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The genuine Utters of Mary Queen of Scots, to James Earl 
of Botbwell : found in bis Secretary's clofet after bis deceafe, 
and now in tbe fojfejjion of a gentleman of Oxford. Difcovering 
tbe greateft and mojt J'ecret tranfaclions of ber time. Tranjlated 
from tbe French originals, by Edward Simmonds, late of Cbri/l's- 
Cburcb College in Oxford, Oc7. Weflminjler, 1726. This 
collection contains eleven letters. 

In the State papers publifii'd by Mr. Heynes r , are ten letters 
from the Queen of Scots, to Queen Elizabeth, the Earl of 
SulTex, and Secretary Cecill j wrote in Englifh, French, and 
Scotch ; chiefly relating to her troubles and confinement. 
And alfo, her anfwers to the articles delivered to her by Sir 
William Cecill, Secretary, and Sir Walter Myldmaye, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. 

In the 1 ft Vol. of Mr. Anderfon's Collections*, are three 
letters from the Queen of Scots, to the Earl of Lenox, about 
apprehending fuch perfons as were fufpedted of the King's 
murder. And in Vol. 4. are three more letters addrefled to 
Queen Elizabeth, the Earl of Huntley, and Secretary Cecill \ 

A long letter from her Majefty to Anthony Babington, 
printed in the appendix to her life, wrote by Dr. Jebb And 
fome others, difoerfed in the works of feveral authors, viz. 
among the epiftles of Pope Pius the V. k . In Buchanan, 
Camden, Udall, and Sanderfon. 



' P*g« 377. 3 8 6. 437. 4*4. 4 6 7» 
469, 503, c 75 . 

f Printed in four vol. 4.10. London, 
•7*7- 



* See pig. 51,95, 185. 

1640, 4 co. 
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BLANCH PARRY. 

BLANCH PARRY, daughter of Henry Parry of New- 
Court in the county of Hereford, Efq; was born in the 
year 1508, and feems to have had a good mare of education. 

Notwithftanding I can fay but little of her, either as an 
author, or a learned woman ; yet it might feem very unkind 
and ungrateful in a lover of antiquities, not to infert this 
worthy gentlewoman in this catalogue of learned women, 
who appears, not only to have been a lover of antiquities her- 
felf, but likewife an encourager of that kind of learning in 
others by fo generoufly communicating to that great anti- 
quary Dr. Powel, Sir Edward Stradling's manufcript hiftory 
of The winning of Glamorgan or Morgannwc out of the Weljh- 
mens Hands, &c. Which is publiftied by the Dr. (who makes 
honourable mention of her on that account) in his valuable, 
and now very fcarcc hiilory of the Welfh Princes j beginning 
at page 122, and ending at page 141. And likewife for pro- 
curing of Queen Elizabeth, for that mod renowned mathe- 
matician Dr. John Dee, the grant of the mafcerftiip of Saint 
Croffes when he was diftrefTed by the lubricity of fortune. 
And in order to relieve and revive his drooping fpirits, me her- 
felf went to him, and by her Majefty's order allured him that 
the next ecclefiaftical dignity which became vacant mould be 
confer'd upon him. 

I have feen a pedigree of the Parry family drawn up with 
her own hand, which not only difcovers her tafte and genius 
for thofe ftudies, but alfo the gentility of her defecnt. But 



1 Vid. the appendix to John of GlaJtonbury's chronicle, pages no, 115- 

A a when 
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when I faw this pedigree, I had not then the leaft thought of 
drawing up any account of this gentlewoman, and therefore 
I did not extract any thing from it. 

She died imrnmd on the 12th of February, 1589, in the 
8 2d year of her age. Her body feems to have been buried in 
the abby church at Weftminfter, and her bowels in the church 
at Ba&on in Herefordihire. In both places are monuments 
erected to her memory, with inferiptions giving an account of 
her birth, quality, employment, piety, charities, and death. 
That in Weftminfter Abby, is on the fouth wall of the chan- 
ce! } upon which is the following infeription ". 

Here under is intombed Blanch Parry, daughter to Henry 
Parry of New-Court, within the county of Hereford, Efqrj 
chiefe gentlewoman of Queen Elizabeth's mod honourable 
privy chamber, and keeper of her Majefty's jewels, whom 
fhe faithfully ferved from her highnenes birth ; beneficiall to 
her kinsfolk and countrymen, charitable to the poore, info- 
much that fhe gave to the poore of Badton and Newton in 
Hereford fhire, fevenfeore bufhels of wheat and rye yeerely for 
ever, with divers fummes of money to Weftminfter and other 
places for good ufes. She died a maid in the 8 2d yecre of her 
age, the 1 2 of February, 1 589. 

On her monument in Bacton church in Herefordihire. 

■ ij| 

H. Parry hys daughter Blanch of New-Court borne, 

That trayen'd was in Prynces courts with gorgious wyghts, 
Wheare fleeting honour founds wyth blade of horne 

Eache of accounte to place of worlds dclyghts, 
Am lodged here wythin thys ftonye toombe ; 

My Harfyngery's paide I owghte of due ; 
My friends of fpeeche herein do finde my doombe : 

The whiche in vaene they do fo greatly rhue, 

■ See Stowe's Surrey of London, p. 810. Edit. FoL 1633. 

For 
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For fo much as hit ys the end of all 

Thys worldly route of ftate, what fo they be, 
The whiche unto the reft hereafter (hall 

Afiemble thus each wyghte in his degree. 
I lyvde always as handmaide to a Queen, 

In chamber chiefe my tyme dyd overpafle, 
Uncarefullof my welthe there was I fene, 

Whylft I abode the rynnynge of my glafte, 
Not doubtyng wante whylft that rnv myftrefle lyvde, 

In woman's ftate whofe cradell faw I rockte, 
Her fervant then, as when (he her crown atcheeved, 

And fo remayned till death he my doore had knockte : 
Preferrynge (till the caufes of eache wyghte, 

So far as I doorft move her grace's eare 
For to reward deceits by courfe of ryghte 

As needs refyte of farvys done eache wheare. 
So that my tyme I thus did pafle awaye 

A maed in court, and never no man's wyfe, 
Sworne of Queene Elllbeths hedd chamber allways, 

Wyth maeden Queene a mayde did end my lyfe. 

I have feen a copy (or rather a firft draught) of her will, 
wrote with Lord Treafurer Burghley's own hand * j in which, 
among many other legacies, flic gave five hundred pounds 
for the building of an almfhoufe in Button, for the refidence 
of four poor people. She alfo gave fo much money as Lord 
T. Burghley fhould think fufficient for the repairing of the 
church and fteeple there. And for the further relief of the 
vicar of Baclon, /he gave twenty kine to be diftributed to the 
parifhioners of BacV>n, and they to give to the vicar two mil- 
lings yearly for the ufe of every cow. 

» In the poflfeflion of the honourable James Weft, Efq; 

A a 2 LADY 
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AN eminent author * aflures us that no age was fo produc- 
tive of learned women as the fixteenth century : Speak- 
ing of the flouriming condition which learning was in at that 
time, he fays " It was fo very modim, that the fair fex feemed 
" to believe that greek and latin added to their charms j and 
" that Plato and Ariftotle untran dated were frequent orna- 
" ments of their clofets. One would think by the effects, 
" that it was a proper way of educating them, fince there are 
" no accounts in hiftory of fo many great women in any one 
" age, as are to be found between the years fifteen and fixteen 
" hundred." And Erafinus fpeaking of thofe times fays *, — 
" Scena rerum humanarum invertitur : Monachi Literas ne- 
" fciunt, 6c Fajminac Libris indulgent." And in the fame 
cpiftle, " Bellum efteum Sexum ad prifca exempla fefe poft- 
•* liminio recipere. The fcene of human things is changed ; 
" the Monks famed in times paft for learning, are become 
" ignorant ; and women love books. It is pretty enough that 
€< this fex mould now at laft betake it felf to the antient ex- 
" amples." And the reafon which is given for this by ano- 
ther writer *, is, the great care which King Henry the eighth 

» Dr. Wotton in his Xtftflioits en anti- 1 Mr. Strype in his life »/ Arcbbifi>9} 
ent and wJtrn learning, pages 349, 350. Parier, p. 179. 

9 Ep. 31. Lib. 19. /- «. 

took 
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took in the education of his daughters. But if it may not be 
afcribed to the noble art of printing, which had juft then 
awakened the minds of ingenious people, and furnimed them 
with a vaft variety of books to improve their underftandings j 
I mould rather chufe to attribute it to the example of Sir 
Thomas More, whofe daughters were celebrated, even in 
foreign countries for their great (kill in the learned languages 
arts and fciences, before the daughters of King Henry the 
eighth were born. But however this might be, certain it is, 
that fuch examples to authorize are fufHcient to bring into ufc 
things far lefs deferving imitation. Parents perhaps, in thofe 
times might be of opinion, with a polite and elegant writer \ 
,{ That in a country where the women are admitted to a fa- 
" miliar and conftant (hare in every active fcene of life, par- 
" ticular care fliould be taken in their education, to cultivate 
" their reafon, and form their hearts^ that they may be equal 
" to the part they have to act." Nor is it improbable that 
female minds, were not infenfible of the fame derived upon 
them from thefe improvements j but afpired to fome (hare of 
that great and univerfal character Sir Thomas More's daughters 
had juftly acquired. But whatever were the motives to this 
kind of education, the fact is certain, and the famous inftances 
which the hiftories of thofe times have furniflied us with, muft 
be allowed to deferve, at leaft the praife, if not the imitation of 
pofterity. 

Among thofe gentlemen who fo worthily diftinguimed 
themfelves by a due care in educating their daughters, none 
can deferve greater praife than Sir Anthony Cooke, one of the 
learned tutors to King Edward the fixth, who bellowed fo 

c Sec the 49th Letttr from a Ptrjian in England, to lis fritr.d at l/^akcu . 

Liberal 
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liberal an education on his daughters, that they became the 
wonders of the age ; and were fought in marriage as Cam- 
den * and Lloyd * obferve, by fome of the grcateft men of 
that time, more for their natural and acquired endowments 
and beauty, than for their portions. The eldeft of thofe 
ladies comes next, according to order of time to be treated of 
in thefe memoirs. And becaufe I cannot trace out the exact 
time when her Afters died, I (hall here place them all together. 
Here then follow the fcattercd notices which I have collected 
concerning thofe illuftrious women. 

MILDRED the eldeft daughter of Sir Anthony Cooke, 
and of Anne his wife, daughter of Sir William Fitz- Williams 
of Milton, Knight, was born (perhaps at her fathers feat at 
Giddy-Hall in Effcx) Anno 1 526. She fully anfwered all the 
care and pains which had been taken of her education ; for 
flic was as eminent for her great learning and good fenfe in 
the early part of her life, as ftie was exemplary in the latter, 
for her piety " and charity. She was excellently well fkilled 
in the Greek and Latin tongues ; but more particularly in the 
former, having Mr. Laurence the great Grecian for her pre- 
ceptor. She took great delight in reading the works of Bafil 
the great, Cyril, Chryfoftome, Gregory Nazianzen and others. 
She tranflated a piece of Saint Chryfoftome's out of Greek 
into Englifh, as the author of the life of Lord Treafurer 
Burleigh tells us. And when (he prefented the Univerfity 

* In his Annul} »f 2>uttH Elizabtlb, fab bound, in titled, Pfalmi fat Prtcatitna 

anno 1 576. Johannis Epifiofi RofFcnfis. To which 

« State Worthies, p. 374. book of devotions (he fct her own name 

" She nfed for her prayers and medita- thus, MUdrtda CiciJ/ia, 1565. Vid. 

pons a Cnall pocket book in latin, richly Strypc's Annals vol. 3. pages, 597, 598. 

library 
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library (in Cambridge) with the great Bible in Hebrew and 
other language, Hie lent it with an epiftle in Greek wrote with 
her own hand. 

On the twenty firft of December in the year 1 546, and in 
the twentieth year of her age lhe was married to Sir William 
Cecill afterwards created Lord Burleigh ; Lord High Treafurer 
of England, Privy Councellor to Queen Elizabeth, and Knight 
of the moft noble order of the Garter. By this truly great 
ftatefman (he had very many children, all which died young, 
excepting two daughters, viz. Anne, who was very unhappily 
married in the fifteenth year of her age, to Edward Vere, the 
feventeenth Earl of Oxford, of that name, and Lord High 
Chamberlain of England : and Elizabeth : and one Ton mmed 
Robert Cecill, who not long before her death married Eliza- 
beth Brooke, daughter of the Lord Cobham. 

After a long and happy marriage of forty two years, (he 
died April the fourth 1589, in the 63d year of her age, to 
the inexpreflible grief of her noble Lord and hufband, who 
loft in her, a woman, not only of an exemplary virtue and 



tician as himfelf \ She was buried in the abby church at 
Weftminftcr, where a moft magnificent monument is eredted 
to her memory : but a6 the moft material things contained in 
the monumental infeription are here taken notice of j and as 
the monument has been lb often defcribed, and the feveral 
long inferiptions on k, fo frequently printed by thofe who 
have wrote the hiftory and antiquities of that church, I think 



after her death, viz. April 9th. Lord Burleigh being then at 




it unneceflary 




account of it. Five days 



F Mr. Cvt't Gntral Wfltj of Englmd^ Volume 3. p. 670. 
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Collings Lodge, wrote what he calls a Meditation on the death 
of his lady. As I imagined it would be much more acceptable 
to the curious to read the difcourfe it (elf, than to connect or 
interweave it with thefe memoirs ; I will here fubjoin an ex- 
adl copy of it, as I tranferibed it from the original, which I 
luckily met with, in turning over a vaft multitude of his lord- 
fhips valuable papers, letters, &c. now in the poflefiion of the 
Honourable James Weft, Efq ; which will conclude what I 
have to fay of this excellent perfon. 

" Ther is no cogitation to be ufed with an intent to recover 
" that which never can be had ageyn, that is, to have my 
" deare wiff to lyvc ageyn in her mortall body, which is fe- 
" perated from the fowle, and refteth in the erth deade, and 
" the fowle taken up to heaven, and ther to remayne in the 
" fruition of blefTednes unfpeakable, untill the generall fur- 
" region of all flefh ; whan by the almighty power of God 
* { (who made all thyngs of nothyng) hir body (hall be rayfed" 
" upp and joyned wyth her fowle, in an evcrlaftyng unfpeak- 
" able joye, fuch as no tongue can exprefs, nor hart can 
" conceive. 

" Therfor my cogitations ought to be occupyed in thefe 
" thyngs following. 

" I ought to thank Almighty God for his favor in permit- 
" tyng hir to have lyved fo manny yers togither with me, and 
" to have given hir grace to have had the trew knolledg of 
" hir falvation by the death of his Son jftfus y oppened to hir 
" by the knowlledg of the gofpell : wherof me was a pro- 
" fefibr from hir youth. 

" I ought to comfort my felf with the remembrance of 
*' hir manny vertuoufs and godly adtions wherin (lie con- 
<c tynued all hir liff, and efpecially in that (he did of late yers 
" fondry charitable dedes, wherof lhe determined to have no 

" outward 
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*' outward knolledg whyleft me lyved, in fo much as when. 
" I had fome litell underftandyng therof, and afked her wherin 
" /he had difpofed any charitable gifts, accordyng to hir often 
** wimyng that me war hable to doo fome fpeciall adt, for 
" mayntenance of learnyng, and relefF of the poore ; (he 
" wold allweifs only mew her felf rather defiroofe fo to doo, 
" than ever confefs any fuch adt ; as fence hir deth is mani- 
" feftly known now to me, and confefled by (bndry good men, 
" whofe names and minifteryes (he fecretly ufed, that fhe did 
" charg them mod ftryctly mat whyleft (he lyved, they mould 
" never declare the fame to me nor to any other. And fo 
" now have I fene hir erneft wrytyngs to that purpofe of hir 
" own hand. 

" The particulars of many of thefe hereafter do follow, 
" which I do with myne owne hand wrytyng recite, for my 
" comfort in the memory therof, with aflurance that God 
" hath accepted the fame in fuch favourable fort, as fhe fynd- 

eth now the fructs therof in heaven. 

" About yers fence, me caufed exhibitions to be 

" fecretly given by the hands of the mafter of St. Ihons in 
" Cambridg for the mayntenance of two fchoilars for a per- 
tc petuite wherof to conynew. 

" She did caufe fome lands to be purchafed in the name of 
" the Dean of Weftmynfter, who alfo in his own name to, 
" did aflure the fame to that colledg for a perpetuall maynte-' 
** nance of the fayd two fchoilars in that colledg. All which 
" was done without any fignification of hir aft or charg to any 
'* manner of perfon but only of the Deane, and one William 
** Walter of Wymbleton, whofe advife was ufed j for the 
" wrytyng of the purchafe and aflurance. 

" She alio did with the privke of Mr. Deanes of Powles- 
«« and Weftmynftre, and of Mr. Alderly, bevng frc of the 

Bb Habcr- 
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*' Haberdafhers in London, give to the company of the fayd 
*' Haberdafhers a good fome of money ; whereby is provyded 
that every two yers ther is lent to fix poore men of certen 
41 fpeciall occupations, as Smyths, Carpyntors, Weavors and 
€< fuch like in Romford in Efiex, twenty pounds a pece, in 
4< the whole one hundred and twenty pounds. And in Chefl- 
4< hunt and Wooltham to other fix lik perfons twenty marks 
'* a pece, in the whole fourfcore pound. Which releff by 
*' way of loan is to continew. By the fame means is provided 
" for twenty poore people in chefthunt the firft fonday of 
4C every month a meafs of meate, in flefh, bread, and money 
*' for drynk. And lykwife is provided four marks yerly for 
** four fermons to be preached quarterly, by on of the preachers 
•* of St. Ihon's Colledg. And thefe diftributions have bene 
4< made a long time, whyleft (he ly ved by fome of my fer- 
'* vants, without gyvyn me knolledg therof ; though in dede, 
4< I had caufe to thynk that fhe did fometymes beftow fuch 
*' kynd of alms, but not that I knew of any order taken for 
*' contynuance therof ; for {he wold rather coenly ufe fpeches 
** with me, how (he was difpofed to give all that Ihe cold to 
*' fome fuch ufes if Ihe cold devife to have the fame faythfully 
" performed after hir liff, wherof (he allwayes pretended 
** many doubts. And for that (he ufed the advife of Mr. 
*' Deanes of Powles and of Weftmynfter, and wold have hir 
* f actions kept fecrett, (he forced upon them fome fmall peccs 
4( of plate to be ufed in ther chambres, as remembrances of 
44 hir good will for their paynes. 

" She did alfo four tymes in the yere fecrctly fend to all the 
*' prifons in London, money to buy bread, chefe and drink 
•* coenly for four hundred perfons, and many tymes more, 
** without Juiolledg from whom the fame come. 

" She 
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She did lykwife fondry tymes in the yere fend fhyrts and 
" fmokks to the poore people, both in London, and at 
" Cheflhunt. 

" Shealfo gave a fome of money to the mafter of St* 
" Ihon's Colledg, to procure to have fyres in the hall of that 
colledg uppon all fondays and hollydayes betwixt the fed of 
all Sayntes and Candelmas, whan ther war no ordinary fyres 
" of the charge of the colledg. 

She gave alfo a fume of mony fecretly towards a buyld- 
yng for a new waye at Cambridg to the Coen Scolles. 

She alfo provyded a great nomber of books, wherof me 
gave fome to the Univerfity of Cambridge, namely the 
great Bible in Hebrew, and four other tongs. And to the 
college of Saint Ihon's very many books in Greke, of 
divinite and phyllck, and of other fciences. The lyk (he 
" did to Chrift s Chyrch, and St. Ihon's Colledg in Oxford. 
The lyk (he did to the colledg of Weftminfter. 
" She did alfo yerly provyde wooll and flaxe, and did 
diflribute it to women in Chefthunt parifh, wyllyng them 
" to work the fame into yarn, and to bryng it to hir to fe ther 
" manner of workyng $ and for the moft part, (he gave to 
•* them the fluff by way of alms. Some tyme fhe caufed 
" the fame to be wrought into cloth and gave it to the poore, 
" paying firft for the fpynning more than it was worth. 

" Not long afor hir deth, fhe caufed fecretly to be bought 
" a large quantite of wheat and rye, to be difpofed amongft 
*' the poore in tyme of derth. Which remayned unfpent at 
*' hir deth - t but the fame confeffed by fuch .as provyded it 
" fecretly. And therfor in confidence to be fo diftributed ac- 
!' cordyng to hir mynd. 

« April 9th 1589. Written at Collings 
" Lodge by me in forrow 

B b 2 " w. B; r 
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ANNA fecond daughter of Sir Anthony Cooke, and of 
Anna his wife, was born (very probably at Giddy-Hall 
in Effex, cir. An. 1528. She was mod liberally educated by 
the care of her worthy father ; and having added much ac- 
quired knowledge to her great natural endowments, flic made 
an illuftrious appearance among the literati at that time ; and 
was conftituted governefs to King Edward the fixth. She is 
truly faid * to be a choice lady, eminent for piety, virtue and 
learning, and exquifitely fkill'd in the Greek, Latin, and Italian 
tongues. She was married to Sir Nicholas Bacon, Knight, 
lord keeper of the great feal of England, by whom fhe had 
two fons Anthony Bacon and Francis, whofe vaft capacities, 
and great attainments in various kinds of literature render'd 
them the ornaments of their country, and wonder of the age. 
y It has been obfcrv'd by an ingenious writer, that " it was 
to the great abilities and tender care of fo accomplifh'd a 
" parent, that her two ions, owed the early part of their edu- 
" cation, and without doing any injuftice to the genius of 
" either of thefe great men we may fafely affirm, that they 
*' were not a little indebted for the reputation they acquired, 

• Qiannccy'i Ant'uputm ff Rertfrri. r VM. Biografln* Britannic*, vol. I. 
jbiu, p. 464, P.41Z. 
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*■ to the pains taken with them by this excellent woman in 
•* their tender years, when the mind is moft fufceptible of 
«' learning, and thereby render'd more capable of retaining 
*« the principles of fcience, than when they are inftilled in an 
** age farther advanced." 

She gave an early lpecimen of herinduftry, piety and learn- 
ing, in tranflating out of Italian into Englifti 25 fermons wrote 
by Bamardine Ocbine % concerning the Predejiination and Elec- 
tion of God, Publim'd in Octavo about the year 1 550 *. The 
Typographical Antiquities ' take notice of another Edition in 
1 2mo. but without date with the following title. Certayne 
Sermons of the rygbte famous and excellente clerk mafler Bar- 
nardine Ocbine^ borne within the famous univerfties of Siena in 
Italy, now alfo an example in tbys lyfe, for the faithful tejli- 
tnony of fejus Cbrijle. 25 Sermons, tranflated into Englijh 
from the Italian, by a gentleman, and the lajl 25 tranflated by a 

young Lady. -%And foon after her marriage flic employ 'd her 

fine parts and learning very much to her own honour, and to 
the advantage of her country. 

At that time the Romanifts (chiefly our Englifli fugitives) 
were moft induftrioufly making ufe of all the learning, wit 
and malice they were mafters of, in order to blacken and 
make the reformation of the church of England look as 
odious as poflible, and to bring our excellent reformers into 
contempt. Pope Pius the fourth calling the council of Trent, 
and fending his Nuncio Martihingo to invite Queen Elizabeth 
to it ; and moft of the greateft princes of Chriftendom inter- 
poling by letters to the Queen to entertain the Nuncio and 
fubmit to the council. It was deemed very reafonable to give 
the World an account of what had been done in the preceding 

? Stiype's Mtmtriah E<c!tfiaJ!ical, vol. a. p. 16;. * page, 244. 

parliament. 
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parliament, and tbe reafons of it, and to retort the many ac- 
cufations brought againft our church by the romanilb. Upon 
this occafion, the learned, eloquent and mafterly pen of the 
incomparable Bifliop Jewel was employed in drawing up (in 
the Latin tongue) An Apology Jor tbe Church of England : 
which he performed to the infinite fatisfa&ion of the reformed 
churches, and to the fhame and confufion of that of Rome. 
The common people had without doubt an earned defire to 
fee and be acquainted with the contents of this book, which 
then made fo great a noife, and had fo much alarmed the 
World : and the learned men being then otherwife employed 
in confuting the calumnies raifed by the papifts ; and in an- 
fwering the many feditious libels which f warmed hither from 
Lovain, Doway, and other places ; this excellent lady under- 
took the tranllating of it, and made a very faithful and elegant 
verfion confidering the time when it was done. Mr. Strype 
obferves b , that after me had finifhed the tranflation, (he fent 
the copy to the Archbifhop to perufe it, as a perfon to whom 
the care of the church of England, and its doctrine chiefly 
belonged. She fent alfo this her tranflation to Bifhop Jewel 
the author, to overlook it, that Ihe might not in any point 
miftake his meaning. This copy was attended with an epiitle - 
to him in Greek j and he anfwered her in Greek again. Both 
this Biihop and the Archbifhop, read over the tranflation, and 
found it fo correct, that they mended nothing ; no, not the 
leaft word. The letter the Archbifhop fent to her, relating to 
this performance, being very much to the honour of herfelf, 
and fcx, I will here tranfcribe fomc part of it, believing the 
perufal of it may be very acceptable to the ladies, and may 
taife an emulation in them, to apply themfelves to the ftudy 

* Life of Archbifliop Parker, p. 178, 
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of nfeful learning. The letter was thus fuperfcribed, To the 
right honourable, learned, and virtuous lady, A. B, M. C. vtijb- 
ttb from God, grace, honour, and felicity. He told her therein, 
4C That according to her requeft, he had perufed her ftudious 
*' labour of translation, profitably employed in a right com- 
* c mendable work. Whereof, for that it liked her to make 
him a judge, and for that the thing it (elf had fingularly 
«< pieaied his judgment, and delighted his mind in reading i^ 
*< he had right heartily to thank her ladyfhip, both for her 
** well thinking of him, and for the comfort that it wrought 
<{ in him. But far above thefe private refpe&s, he was by 
" greater caufes enforced, not only to (hew his rejoyce of this 
•** her doing, but alfo to teftify the fame by this his writing 
prefixed before the work, to the commodity of others, and 
4t good encouragement of her felf. That flie had ufed her 
accuftomed modefty, in fubmitting it to judgment j but 
therein her praife doubled, fith it had paflcd Judgment 
without reproach. And whereas both the chief author of 
*' the Latin work, and he, feverally perufing and conferring 
" her whole tranflation, had without alteration allowed of it, 
41 he was both to defire her ladyfhip, and advertife the readers, 
*' to think that they had not therein given any thing to any 
diflembling affection towards her, as being contented to 
44 wink at faults to pleafe her, or to make her without caufe 
*' to pleafe her felf. For that there were fundry refpe&s to 
'* draw them from fo doing, although they had been fo ill 
41 minded, as there was no caufe why they mould be fo 
** thought of. That her own judgment in difcerning flattery, 
*' her modefty in mifliking it, the laying open of their opi- 
** nion to the world, the truth of their friendfhip towards 
** her, the unwillingnefs of them both, in refpeft of their 
t* vocations, to have that Publick work not truly and well 

** tranflatcd, 
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•« tranflated, were good caufes to perfwade, that their allow- 
u ance was of fincere truth and underftanding. That by her 
" travail me exprefled an acceptable duty to the glory of God, 
" deferved well of this church of Chrift, honourably defend- 
" ed the good fame and eftimation of her own native tongue, 
" (hewing it fo able to contend with a work originally written 
" in the moil praifed fpeech. That befides the honour done 
" to her fex, and to the degree of ladies, (he had done plea- 
" fure to the author of the latin book, in delivering him by 
" her clear tranflation, from the perils of ambiguous and 
" doubtful conftruclions j and in making his good work more 
* c publickly beneficial: Whereby fhe had raifed up great 
" comfort to her friends, and had furnifhed her own confci- 
" ence joyfully with the fruit of her labour, in fo occupying 
*' her time. Which mud needs redound to the encourage- 
€< ment of noble youth m their good education, and to fpend 
" their time and knowledge in godly exercife, ftie having de- 
livered them fo lingular a precedent. That as God, he was 
" fure, did accept that her doing, and would blefs with in- 
" creafe ; fo her, and their moft vertuous and learned fove- 
*' reign lady and miftrefs, it fhould be good caufe to commend ; 
" and all noble gentlewomen mould, he truiled, hereby be 
" allured from vain delights> to doings of more perfecc 
" glory. 

" That he for his part, as occafion might ferve, mould ex- 
** hort others to take profit by her work, and follow her ex- 
" ample : whofe fuccefs he befeeched our heavenly father to 
" blefs and profper. That to the end, both to acknowledge 
" his good approbation, and to fpread the benefit more largely, 
" where her ladymip had fent him her book written, he had 
€t with moft hearty thanks returned it her, as me faw, printed : 
« knowing that he had thereby done for the heft, and in this 

" point 
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" point ufed a reafonable policy ; that is, to prevent fuch 
" excufes as her mod^fty would have made in flay of pub- 
« liming it." 

This work was printed An. 1564, 4m. and 1600, i2mo. 

Whether me wrote, or tranflated any thing elfe I know 
not j nor any thing more of her, than that me furvived her 
hufband Sir Nicholas Bacon (who died the 20th of February, 
1578-9, and was buried March the 9th in St. Paul's church 
London; where an elegant monument was erected to his 
memory,) and was living as I find by Mr. Newcourt £ An. 
1 59 1. She died as I conjecture about the beginning of the 
reign of King James I. at Gorhambury near St. Alban's in 
Hcrtfordmire, (where her picture ftill remains) and lies buried 
as Dr. Rawley obferves * in St. Michael's church there. But 
I could not find cither monument or infcription in memory of 
her at that place. 

e Repertorium, vol. I. p. 787. Bacon, Ld. Vtrtlm, prefixed to his Re- 

* In hi* life of her fon Sir FrmtU mains. 
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ELIZABETH third daughter of Sir Anthony Cooke 
and Anne his wife, was born (as I prefume) at Giddy- 
Hall in Eflex, cir. An. 1529, and was equally happy with 
her other fitters in having the advantage of a learned and polite 
education j and in the progrefs (he made in the learned lan- 
guages ; which gained her the applaufe of the moft learned 
men of that age and ftnce. 

I intirely agree with Sir John Haring'ton e , that if Madam 
Vittoria an Italian lady dcferved to have her name celebrated 
and tranfmitted to pofterity by Ariofto, for writing fome verfes 
in manner of an epitaph upon her hufband after his deceafe ; 
that this learned lady deferves no lefs commendation, having 
done as much and more, not only for two hufbands, but for * 
her fon, daughter, brother, lifter, and venerable old friend 
Mr. Noke of Shotteft>rooke f , in the Greek, Latin, and Eng- 
lifti tongues. She was married, firft, to Sir Thomas Hobby, 
who being fent emhaflador into France for Queen Elizabeth, 
(he accompanied him thither. And he dying at Paris July 
13th An. 1566, aged 36; left this his difconfolate lady big 
with child, who brought him honourably home j and having 

* See his notes upon Arhflt, p. 314. mole's Bcrklhire, vol. 2. p. 491. 

* See the Ladn veries printed kAlh- 
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erected a chapel on the fouth fide the chancel of the church 
at Bifham in Berkshire, fhe carefully depofited his, and his 
brother Sir Philip Hobby's remains in one tomb together, 
which (he adorned with large inferiptions in Latin and Eng- 
lifh verfe of her own compofing *. She had by Sir Thomas 
four children, viz. Edward, Elizabeth, Anne and Thomas 
Pofthumus, who, as I find by a long letter * wrote with lady 

« Ibid, pages, 465, 66, 67, 68, 69. " that coorfe, to bis own good and my 
h Now in the poffeflion of the Hon. «* comfort. On the other fide for travell ; 
James Weft, Efq. Imagining that a copy ** the feqnell of his brothers travell, and 
of this letter may not be unacccptab'e to " example of Anthony Bacon, doth make 
very many of my readers, 1 will here give " me refolute in no wife to confent to his 
an exaft tranfeript of it. " going over the fea. The dawngcr molt 

•« great, I have but two foones. The 
" My good Lord, thinking it my doty «' profitt uncertync fryvolows ; the lan- 
«« to prefent my humble duty to her Ma- " guages to be learned with the fcite of 
«* jelly, and to fend to the coorte, to un- u cuntryes here at home by bookes, with 
derftandhowherMajcftyinthistrooble- " lefs dawnger then in thefc dayes by 
" fom tyme doth beare this unnaturall " journey. The certavne frucW dayly 
" confpiracy agaynft her felf and theyr " fownd of yong men's travell now a 
«' cuntry ; I thought good alfo to give " dayes nothing but pryde, charge, and 
" your felf mod humble and harty thanks " vanytie in demming better of theyr 
" for your L. letters ; and to let your L. " own conceyts, then wii'dom woold. 
" know, that in my harte I kite the hand " And though 1 will never be fownd un- 
" that took fo muche payne with penn. " natural 1, yet will I not while I live 
** Agayne I fownd my chyld in Sheppey, " beggar my felf for my cradell, if I 
" and he is now here. The caufe of his " may prevent it. Now my Lord fins he 
" departure to be bicaufe, he Ihoold this " will not apply him felf to law, which I 
" next tearme by my appoyntment have " greatly dcitrcd ; the next coorfe is, to 
«' ben placed in Innes of Coorte, for his " dedicate him to your fervice : the only 
*' better inftruftion : where I had taken " man, and fubjeft, my felf doth fo 
" order, he (hould have ben placed at " much honowrc, and love, as to afford 
«' Michaelmas laft was a twelvemoneth, " my foone to ferve, and weare Liwty. 
*' as Mr. Farmer can witnefs with me; " Yfit pleafe your L. to vouchfafc to ac- 
" but that in refped of his litdenefs Mr. " cept him, he (hall during your likcing 
*' Farmer entreated me, both in refpeft " of him to the honowre of your L. fcr- 
" of his own crcditt, and the howle I " vice coft me yerly one hundiech pounds ; 
" wold forbcare till he were bigger ; for " if he apply him felf thorowghly and 
" that he Ihoold be reputed as a chyld. " diligently, to pleafe your L. if it pleafe 
■ «« The boy favth that by no meanes he " not your L. to accept him, nor to 
« can frame him felf to lyke or to take « trooblc 
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RufTcl's own hand, to her brother Lord Treafurer Burleigh, 
by his exceflive extravagancies and undutifulncfs, gave her 
much uneafinefs. From this letter it appears, that fhe was a 
lady of great fpirit and fenfe, as well as an excellent oeconomift. 



trooble your felf with him, afliiredly 
fuch hath his unnaturall bad nature and 
infolcncy ben, in fufpefling me, with 
difdayne to ferve me, and envying my 
love to his poore wronged fiftars, being 
infants, joyned with refufall to take 
that coorfe of law which rni«ht have in 
end bredd my comfort and his ownc 
good ; as with reverence, being fpoken 
to your felf only ; I am rcfolute : Let 
him gad to my L. of Lecefter, or who 
living except my Lord Threfurers fer- 
vice, he mail never coft me more then 
the forty pownds yerly allredy allured 
him ; procured firft of myne owne in- 
clinacion, without the pcrfwafion of 
eny living or ded ; (ins I have fo fmall 
th.inks for that, I am tawght for more. 
Neathcr (hall eny living, f except none, 
pcrfwadc mc during roync owne natu- 
rall lvfc to aflure eny more to him, fins 
he had the face to fay to my felf that if 
that had ben of my doing, it (hoold 
not have ben fo allured to him. My 
Lord thogh I be not fo bad a bird as 
to defyle myne owne ncft ; yet I know 
my children, as well as the wifeft lhall 
in'tyme, and have not had a defyre to 
underitand what is farther from mc, to 
be ignorant of them that are fo nere. 
Andthogh my natural! inclinacion have 
ben, by love and reafon to p ocure my 
children to love, and fcarc me : yet I 
have not deferved thereby contempt, 
nor (hewed my felf fimple, in being 
ignorant of my due, and valcw of my 
defart. My Lord I befeche yow think 
pic iw>t paflionatc, I abhor that humor, 



but beleve mc, the unnaturall hard na- 
ture and infolcncy of this boy hath ex- 
ceded his brothers. This hath eaten 
no bred fins his birth, but what my 
purfe hath payd for; oeather hath he 
grote but what my mony hath payd for 
neither can he live with more but by 
me ; or your felf that for my fake of 
your own goodnefs will do more then 
we both can defarve. What his owne 
infirmitves & inefficiency by want of 
ftaturc, learning, and otherwife be, I 
know : what of mere love without the 
perfwafion of eny I have done Sc en- 
dured for him in not yelding his bro- 
thers wardlhip to my Lord Ruflell, God 
& my felf bed know. Yf I be an 
honeft woman fins his fathers death Sc 
his birth, feaven thou fand pownds have 
gone owt of my purfe for things ment 
to him, belide his owne charge of edu- 
cation : ncathcr coold my L. of B. rage, 
or my La. warwicks mallice, or my L. 
Ruflclls want, make me carclefs to 
leave him able to live after my death. 
The leafe of the parfonages now being 
two hundred marks by yere, I have 
made to him after my death. 
" The lcafc in revenion for 50 yeres, 
being worth 400 marks by yere, I have 
made to him. 

" Poden being 300 1. de claro yerly, I 
have made the inheritance unto him, 
which coft me 35 hundred pownds. 
" 'I he Black Fryers inheritance after 
my life, 1 have made unto him : the 
purchafs and building coft me above a 
1000 J. The 
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Some years after the death of Sir Thomas Hobby, fhe was 
married to Lord John RufTel, fon and heir to Frances Ruffe), 
the fecond Earl of Bedford of that firname ; who dying be- 
fore his Father in the year 1 584, was buried in the abby 
church at Weftminfter, where is a very noble monument 
erected to his memory, and embellifhed with infcriptions in 
Greek, Latin, and Englifh, drawn up by this his excellent 
lady. She had ilTue by him one fon, who died young An. 
1580. And two daughters Anne and Elizabeth : the laft of 
whom furvived her father but a little while, and is faid 1 to 
have bled to death by the prick of a needle in the forefinger of 
her left hand, as feems to be intimated by the figure placed on 
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" The 40 1. from his brother owt of 
Lenchwick, coft me five hundred 
pounds. 

" Other fluff and plate, bowght new, 
and ment to him after my death, as 
him felf knew before his running away, 
which bath cod me and muft 1 4 hundred 
pownds. 

" His brother yet was an hevr, able to 
live without me, had the law of the 
land to back him, thogh both moil un- 
godly it monflruous. Y meane to fend 
him to your L. to hamper, thogh to 
avoid the opinyon of paffion my felf in 
choler, but coldly, have not uttered a 
word whereby my fervants might dif- 
cern my warr betwene myne ownc flcih 
and blood : but in trewth myne owne 
misfortune doth fling my very hart with 
the greatcft grief, thogh I Another it. 
Let him felf be examined if ever I were 
bitter to him, gave him ill fpeche, uh- 
derftoodc the left of miflike or want be- 
fore his letter fent after his departure. 
His brother fwearcth and avoweth that 
of his folly : but fob- 



" mitteth him felf it his fervice in mod 
" dutyfull manner. Thus befeching God 
" to blcfs both your hart, hand, ft your 
" whole felf, with great comfort it long 
" life. Farewell good Lord it moll be- 
" loved brother. Written from Dannin- 
" ton this 25th of Auguft. 

" Your L. loving filler, 

" ELIZABETH RUSSELL". 

" Yf your L. here that I maty, think it 
" not ftrange : for I live without comfort 
" of eny living; God it your felf ex- 
" ccptcu : all other I find more com- 
" brows it dawngerous, then comfortable. 
" But my owld man, is faid to be fo- 
" daynly ded, I hope it be not fo. He 
" was well on Fryday after dinner, I re- 
" ccived a letter written in his owne hand 
" on Saturday, & yet reported on Twcf- 
" day to my L. of Northumberland as his 
" Reward told me to be ded, it that 
" fodaynly." 

« See the Antiq. of Weftminfter Abby 
by Crul, p. 39. 

her 
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her monument, which is within the fame grate with that of 
her father j where on a pedeftal of black and white marble 
made column wife, in imitation of a Roman altar, may be 
feen the ftatue of a young lady feated in a moft curious wrought 
ofier chair, of the fineft poliflied alabafter, in a very melan- 
choly pofture, inclining her head to the right hand, and with 
the fore-finger of her left only extended downwards, to direct 
us to behold the deaths head underneath her feet, and to in- 
timate to us the difafter that brought her to her end j which 
if true, muft be attributed to fome gangrene, or other dange- 
rous fymptom, occafioned, perhaps, at firft by the pricking 
of an artery or nerve, which at laft brought her to the grave. 
This monument was erected to her memory by her only fur- 
viving fifter Anne. 

She tranflated out of French into Englim, a tract called, 
A Way of Reconciliation of a good and learned man, Touching 
the true nature and fub/iance of the body and blood of Cbriji in 
the facrament. Printed 1605; and dedicated it to her only 
daughter, Anne Herbert, wife to the Lord H. Herbert, fori 
and heir to Edward Earl of Worcefter. In this dedication 
(fays Mr. Strype) the excellent fpirit as well as pen of this 
good lady may be obferved. It begins thus. 

" Moft vertuous and worthily beloved daughter ; even as 
" from your firft birth and cradle, I was ever moft careful, 
« above any worldly thing, to have you fuck the perfect milk 
" of fincere religion j fo, willing to end as I began, I have 
" left to you, as my laft legacy, this book, a moft precious 
" jewel, to the comfort of your foul j being the work of a 
«' good learned man, made above fifty years fince in Germany ; 
«* after by travail a French creature, now naturalized by me 
«* into Englifh." Then proceeding to give the reafon of her 

publifli- 
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publiming this piece, Hie added, " That at firft me meant 
not to let it abroad in print; but herfelf only to have fome 
certainty to lean unto in a matter fo full of controverfy, and 
to yield a reafon of her opinion. But fince lending the 
copy of her own hand to a friend, me was bereft thereof 
" by fome : and fearing left after her death it mould be printed 
** according to the humours of others, and wrong of die dead : 
*' who in his life approved her tranflation with his own allow- 
" ance : therefore dreading, Hie faid, wrong to him, above 
any other refpeft, /he had by anticipation prevented the 
worft. And then pioufly and affectionately (lie concludes 
thus ; that flie meant it for a new-year's gift : and then, 
farewcl, my good Nancy. God blefs thee with the con- 
" tinuancc of the comfort of the holy fpirit } that it may ever 
" work in you, and perfeverc with you to the end, and in 
" the end." 

And then flic ends with this Tetrajtich to her faid daughter, 
fuitable to the new year. 

In ANN AM filiam. 

Ut veniens annus tibi plurima commodet, ANNA, 
Voce pia Mater, fupplice jncnte, prccor ; 

Ut valeat pariterq ; tuo cum conjuge Proles, 
Orficiis junclis, vita ferena fluat. 

ELIZABETHA RUSSELLA, Dowager 

To her daughter ANNE. 

That each new year new bleffings Anne may bear, 
Thy tender mother breaths her pious pray'r. 

i St type's Annals, vol. 2. p. 469. 

Blefs 



1 ". .• 1 >*. 



200 MEMOIRS OF 



Bleft be thy huiband, bleft thy offspring be. 
And all thy days from cv'ry ill be free. 

Where or when this worthy lady died I know not ; but by 
an original letter (which I have feen) * from Sir John Har- 
ington to her ladyfliip, concerning his book called The Me/a- 
morphofa of Ajax y it appears that (he was living in the month 
of Auguft, 1 596, tho' in a very weak condition : for by ano- 
ther letter which I have feen, wrote with her ladyfliip's own 
hand, to her nephew Cecill, without date, but feems to have 
been wrote the enfuing year j (he complains much of her bad 
health, and the infirmities of old age, being very apprehen- 
five of a fudden death : and concludes, " Your Lordmip's 
«* owld awnt of compleate 68 yeres, that prays for your L. 
" long lyfe 

« ELIZABETH RUSSELL, Dowager.". 

She feems to have been buried by her firft hufband at BHham 
in Berks, in the chapel which (he her felf had founded ; in 
which is a very magnificent monument eredted againft the 
fouth Wall, and fenced with iron fpikes. In the middle is a 
large arch raifed upon four pillars, under which the ftatue of 
this lady is placed in a kneeling pofture, having a Vifcountefies 
Coronet on her head. On the cumion whereon (he kneels, 
is laid before her the figure of a young infant, and behind her 
kneel her three daughters. Weft ward (but without the arch) 
are the ftatues of two men in armour like wife kneeling. East- 
ward (and without the arch alfo) is the ftatue of a lady wear- 

k Now in the pofleffion of the honourable Junes Weft, Efq; 

ing 
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ing a robe lined with ermin and the coronet belonging to a 
Vifcountefs on her head. On a black marble tablet, placed 
near the foot of the aforefaid monument, is this infcription. 

MH AAKPTXIN KOXMEI, MH 
KAAT0MA2IN '£NTA*IAEXON 
nOIEI EIMI EAPZQXA Al AXTPA 

©En. 

On another marble tablet is this infcription. 

Nemo me lacrimis decoret, neque fu- 
nera fletu, faxit cur ? vado per aftra 
Deo. * 

Nor tears my friends, nor fun'ral rites employ ! 
Aflc you the caufe I foar to heav'nly joy ! 

• So I find it printed in Mr. Alhmok'j AntHjuifm of Btrb, toL t. p. 4f 
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KATHERINE KILLIGREW. 



KATHERINE Fourth daughter of Sir Anthony Cooke, 
and of Anne his wife, was born, as I conceive, at Giddy- 
Hall in Eflex, about the year 1530 : And having the advan- 
tages of an excellent education joined to an elegant natural 
genius, fhe became famous for her knowledge in the Hebrew, 
•Greek, and Latin tongues, and for her fkili in poetry. A 
ipecimen of her talent in that art is preferved by Sir John 
Harington and Dr. Thomas Fuller The motive which 
induced her to write thefe verfes is a little uncertain. Sir J. 
Harington who feems to have been perfonally acquainted with 
thofe ladies, iays, they were wrote to Lady Burleigh, to (end 
a kinfman of Jiers into Cornwall where me dwelt, and to ftop 
his going beyond fca. Mr. Phillips fays ' it was to her lover. 
But Dr. Fuller with more mew of reafon tells us, that Sir 
Henry Killigrew (her hufband) being defigned by Queen 
Elizabeth embaffador to France, in troublefome times, when 
the employment, always difficult, was then apparently dange- 
rous ; his lady, wrote thefe verfes to her lifter Mildred Cecill, 
to improve her power with the Lord Treafurer her hufband, 
that Sir Henry might be excufed from that fervice. But be 
*he occafion as it may j the verfes are as follow. 

1 In hii Worthies, p. 328. Jritflo, J>. 3I4. 

*• In his coles to the tranJdation of « JLtatnm Pottarum, J.J56. 
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Si mihi quem cupio cures Mildreda remitti, 
Tu bona, tu melior, tu mihi fola Soror : 
Sin male cefiando retincs, & trans mare mittis, 
Tu mala, tu pejor, tu mihi nulla Soror. 
Is fi Cornubiam, tibi pax fit & omnia lacta, 
Sin Mare, Ciciliae nuncio bella. Vale. 



Thus Englifli'd by an ingenious friend- 

If, Mildred, to my wifhes kind 

Thy valued charge thou fend, 
In thee my foul mail own combin' J 

The fitter and the friend. 

If from my eyes by thee detain'd 

The wanderer crofs the feas, 
No more thy love mall foothj as friend. 

No more as fitter, pleafe. 

His ftay let Cornwall's more engage > 
And peace with Mildred dwell : 

Elfe war with Cecil's name I wage 
Perpetual war. farewell. 



She was married to Henry Killigrew Efq; a Cornifh gentle- 
man of good abilities, and, for the fervices he did his country 
in the quality of an embaflador, was as it feems afterwards 
knighted. What ifliie • me left behind her I know not nor 

• It appears from Carew's Ctrmual, very probable fhe was his daughter by 
Fol. 117, that Sir Henry Killigrew had a this lady. Sir Henry was living in great 
daughter, married to Sir Jonathan Tre- efteem in the year 160a. VidT Carew's 
lawny a Cornilh Gent, about the latter Cermwal, Fol. 61. 
end of Queen Elizabeth's reign : and 'tis 

D d 2 any 
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any thing more of her, than that it appears from her fathers 
will 'that me was living May 22, A. 1576, and that /belies 
buried in the chancel of the church of St. Thomas the Apoftle 
in Vintry Ward London j where is an elegant monument 
erected to her memory, on which is the following infcription \ 

In mortem fuam haec Carmina dum vixerat fcripfit D. 
iKatharina Killigreia. 

Dormio nunc Domino, Domini virtute refurgam; 

Et aulttpet meum carne videbo mea. 
Mortua ne dicar, fruitur pars altera Chruto : 

Et furgam capiti, tempore, tota, meo. 

i£lizabethx in Obitum Katharinae Sororis Epicxdia. 

MfiA**£Jt» Tf TgcirVj yJi'Afi <ar<V3e fio^fc. 
'A^/LtoKiw ovA? rvr TroSrtwa. tSTcAa. 

Chara valeto Soror, in Ccelo morte triumphas. 

Mors tua vita tibi, mors tamen ilia tuis. 

Mens tua labe carens, pietas, doctrina, modefta 

'Vita, lepos fuavis digna fuere Deo. 

TJt junxit Sanguis, nos jungat in aetherc Chrilhi6 : 

Interea taceo mortua morte tua. 

that ' Vid. StOWt's Survey of Undon, edit. 

fcL 1633, 259, 360. 

F el iciflirn ^ 
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FelicuTimae & in Chrifto chariflimae Memoriae Katherinae 
Xiligreiae, Robcrtus Maflbnus Formanus, Paftor Ecclefiae Lon- 
xlino-Gallicae his Verfibus parcntavit. 

Cceleftem Ko3-<^« conclufam peclore mentem 

Audivi, afpexi, faepius obftupui : 
Coelicolam fandto feclufam corporc mentem, 

Quam colui cams, moeftus ovanfque cana: 
Quis non crcptas tot dotes lugeat ? & quis 

Coelo coeleftes lividus invideat ? 
Cedere fed Patri gnatos, terrena fupernis 

Eft aequum, fequimur : tu Kadttg/r* praeL 

Epitaphium praeftanti Feminae, Katharinae Kiligreke, Au- 
torc Andrea Melvinou 

Palladis et Phcebi comes una, & Pieris una, 
Pieridumque Soror, Pieridumque Parens. 

Gratia, Suada, Lepos, Gravitas, Conftantia, Candor, 
Relligio, Pietas, & Pudor & Probitas, 
Atque Paleftinae, & Latiae, Graiaequc Camenae 

Oaufit olim uno omnes pe&ore, nunc tumulo. 

Atiud Epitaphium Autore 
Gulielmo Charco. 

"Hie Katharina jacet de ftemmate nobilitato 
Cociadum, & claro Kiligreio nupta marito : 
Hoc fatis eft, Hofpes: Rhodanus nam camera novit, 
Et dives Rhenus j celebrat fie fama Sororem 
Mufarum, & Magnam magna; Pietatis AJumnam, 

The 
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The Engli/h tranllation of the foregoing epitaphs on Mrsv 
Killigrew. 

Mrs. Katherine Killigrew, wrote the following verfcs in 
her life time, on her own death. 

To God I fleep, but I in God fhall rife, 
And, in the flefh, my Lord and Saviour fee, 

Call me not dead, my foul to Chrift is fled, 
And foon, both foul and body join'd mail be. 

A Lamentation for the death of Mrs. K. Killigrew, by her 
fitter Elizabeth. 

By rig'rous fate, tho' learned, pious, fair, 
She fell ; no eloquence perfwaded there. 
Untimely fnatch'd, fweet Katharine farewell, 
,'Tis thine in heav'nly harmony to dwell ! 

Farewell, dear fifter, you (hall heav'n enjoy, 
Crown'd by that death which does thy friends deftroy. 
Free was thy mind from ev'ry vicious ftain, 
Wit, learning, grace, did in thy bofom reign. 
Thy blamelcfs life well merited that heav'n, 
Which to thy hones, (alafs !) was early giv'n. 
As blood on earth our friendly bofoms join'd, 
Our fouls, above, fhall be in Chrift combin'd. 
Mean time in filence I thy death deplore, 
Dead by that fatal ftroke, I can no more ! 

To 
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To the moft happy, and in Chrift, moft dear, memory of 
TC. K. Robertas, Mailbnus Formanus, Minifter of the reformed 
Prench church in London, offers thefe verfes. 

Oft have I feen, and ftill with wond'ring eyes, 
In her fair mind each blooming virtue rife; 
Seen ev'ry grace its utmoft power difplay, 
An heav'nly foul cnclos'd in fpotlcfs clay ! 
Such was her mind, fuch excellence (he bore, 
I once admir'd her, and I now deplore ! 
What mortal heart would not this treafure mourn, 
From earth, by death's relentlefs mandate torn ! 
Yet who mall dare to murmur at her reft;, 
Or envy faints with endlcfs glory bleft ? 
Tis jufl that children mould to parents bow, 
And earthly frailty God'6 great will allow, 
Lead, beauteous Kath'rine, in th'etherial way ! 
In tears we follow to the realms of day ! 

-An epitaph on the moft excellent K. K. by Andrew Melvirt 

Apollo's fav'rite and to Pallas dear, 

Adorn'd by ev'ry art her works appear. 

Parent and fitter of the harmonious nine, 

All Greece and Rome did in her numbers fliine. 

The facred language too flic made her own, 

Nor eaftern learning was to her unknown. 

Faith, modeft candour, piety rcfign'd, 

Religious zeal, and purity of mind, 

Each grace that love or admiration gains, 

iier bofom once, and now, her tomb contains. 
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Another epitaph, written by William Chark. 

Here Kath'rine lies, deriy'd of noble kind, 
Of Cooke, to Killigrew by marriage join'd. 
Enough this notice, for to diftant Rhone, 
And Rhine, her virtue, and her wit are known. 
By fame fuch lafting monuments are giv'n, 
To her, the Mufes friend, and faint of Heav'n. 

Mr. Camden r , Dr. Fuller *, Mr. Lloyd *, Mr. Bohun * 
and Mr. Strype w , mention a fifth daughter, whofe name they 
fay is loft : But all obferve that Ihe was married to Sir Ralph 
Rowlet. Nay, Sir William Dugdale " tells us that Sir 
Anthony Cooke had fix daughters, but gives no authority for 
it. I have taken much pains to find out thofe two ladies, but 
with fmall fuccefs. Sir John Harington who as I have obfer- 
ved above correfponded with lady RufTel, and therefore one 
would think might be depended upon in this affair, mentions 
but four \ But that which fcems to put the thing out of alL 
doubt, is a monumental infeription for their father Sir Anthony 
Cooke, in the church at Rumford in Eflex, * which contains a 
fort of pedigree of the family, and which mentions two fons, 
viz. Richard who married Anne, daughter of John Caulton — 
And William, who married Frances daughter of John Lord 

r In his Jttnah of $utt* Elizabttb, un- m In his lift of Arcbbijbcp Parktr, p. 

der the year 1576. 179. 

* 11 ortbirt in EJftx, p. 328. ■ Farmagt, vol. 2. p. 437.- 

« State WortlAts, p. 374. X See his Englilh tranflation of Arhft*, 

' In the preface to his tranflation of p. 314. 

EiiTiop Jewel's Jipalegj for tlx cbttrtb »f » Vid. Salmon's Hifiory and Ar.tiquititi 

England. of EJix, p. 25 1 . 

Gray > 
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Gray, brother to the Duke of Suffolk : and the abovemcntion'd 
four daughters. And 'tis obfervable, that the monument re- 
prefents Sir Anthony with two fons behind him : and his lady 
with only four daughters behind her as Mr. Strype informs 
us \ 

Since the writing of this, in turning over Mr. Fulman's 
manufcripts in Corpus Chrifti College Archives, I find it re- 
marked by that indefatigable gentleman b that the fifth daugh- 
ter's name was MARGARET; and that (he was married 
to Ralph Rowlet Sher. Efl*. Hertf. 

And in Dr. Haddon's poems «, I lately met with the fol- 
lowing Tetraftich. 

IN NUPTIAS RODOLPHI ROULETI, & 
Thoma? Hobei, qui duas D. Antonii Coci filias, duxere uxores 
eodem die. 

Margaritam Roulete tuam fac mente recondas, 

Gemma fit ut tuto tarn pretiofa loco. 
Sit frater fratri fimilis, fit filia patri, 

Sic vir erit dignus conjuge, fponfa viro. 

On the nuptials of Ralph Rowlet and Thomas Hobby, who 
on the fame day, efpoufed the two daughters of Sir Anthony 
Cooke. 

Rowlet in pureft heart thy Marg'ret wear, 
A calket proper for a gem fo rare ! 

• Annalj, under the year 1576. « Printed at London, 1567, 4» p. 8». 

* Vol. 15. 
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The brother's merit let the brother claim, 
The daughter emulate the Father's fame : 
So mall the bridegroom to his like be join'd, 
The bride her virtues in her confort find. 

Mr. Strype in his Memorials TLcctefiaflical under the year 
1557, fays " December the eighth, the Lady Rowlct, one 
*' of the learned daughters of Sir Anthony Cooke, and the 
M youngeft of the five, wife of Sir Ralph Rowlet, Knight, 
M was buried in the parifh of St. Mary Staining London ." 

But after all, quare, whether Ihe was not a natural 
daughter. 
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QUEEN ELIZABETH. 



THIS Princefs (worthy to be compared with the grcatefi: 
monarchs that ever reigned) was born at Greenwich 
upon Thames, on Sunday, September the feventh, An. 1533: 
And was the daughter of King Henry the eighth, by his 
Queen Anne Bullen. She was born with a genius as much 
fuperiour to the common race of mortals, as in her ftation, 
fhe was raifed above them : and indeed, (he fell into times 
that required no lefs a degree of underftanding. Providence 
alfo may juftly be fuppofed to have beftowed upon her uncom- 
mon intellectuals, and to have blefled and profpered her to an 
uncommon degree in the exercife of them. For how elfe 
could (he have been enabled to have feated herfelf fo firmly in 
the Regal Throne, and to have extricated herfelf out of the many 
difficulties, with which me and her country were embarrafled, 
and alfo to have carried on the glory of the Britifli name, and 
terror of it's arms, to an height known to but very few of her 
greateft prcdeceflbrs ? Infomuch that all the European Princes 
were aftonifhed at her wife adminiftration j which gained her 
the titles of the North Star j the Goddefs of the Sea ; the true 
Thetis Sec. But I £hall not enter into any particular account 
of her government ; that has been very happily performed 
already. My province is only to record her as a learned Prin- 
cefs i her claim to which title I mall endeavour to make out 
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from various authors ; and to give a few fpccimens of her 
learning and great abilities, which have been leaft taken notice 
of by others. 

The King her father being a learned and wife Prince, foon 
perceived in her a peculiar greatnefs of mind, tenacious 
memory, and incomparable natunl parts, crowned with an 
excellent difpofition towards piety and virtue, and caufed her 
to be carefully inftructed in all kinds of learning which were 
fuitable to the greatnefs of her birth or fcx. 

The eaily part of her education was committed to the care 
of Lady Champernon or Champernoun as Mr. Strype call* 
lier - , a lady of great accomplimmente, who much improved 
her innate goodnefs, fine wit, and native modefty, by her 
wife counfel and good inftruclion. 

Her firft tutor for the Latin and Greek tongues, feems to 
liave been Mr. William Grindal, a gentleman excellently well 
■qualified for that employment. Under his tuition (he foon 
made a confiderable progrefs not only in the abovementioned 
languages, but alfo in the French and Italian, by the afllftance 
•as it feems of other mailers ; inforauch, that at eleven years of 
age me tranflated out of French verfe into Englifh profc, The 
Mirrour or glafs of the finful Soul. She dedicated this tran- 
flation to Queen Katherine Parr, by an epiftle dated from 
Amerige, December 31, 1544. I don't know whether this 
performance was ever printed : but the ingenious epiftle dedi- 
catory, and the preface to the book, may be feen in the Sylhge 
Epijlolarum Sec. printed by Mr. Hearne in his edition of T. 
Juivii Foro-Julieti/iS) pages 161, 162, 163. 

And when (he was but twelve years old, fhe tranflated from 
tthe Englifli tongue into Latin, French and Italian, Prayers 

fJnbuLj/i ,f Anbbijhcf Grindal, .p. 3. See alio Afcham S BfSJIU,, p. 94. 
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w Meditations, by which the Soul may be encouraged to bear 
-with patience all the miferies of this life, to defpife the vain 
happinefs of this world, and affidmufly provide for eternal feli- 
city. Collected aut of rertain pious writers by the moft noble and 
religious Catherine Queen of England. Dedicated by the Prin- 
cefs Elizabeth to King Henry the 8th and begins ** Quemad- 
At modum immortalis animus." Dated at Hatfield 30 Decem- 
ber, 1 54 5, MS. in the royal library at Weftminfter. About 
this time (he alfo tranilated into the Englifli tongue, from the 
French original, The Meditations of Margaret Qyeen of Na- 
varre, concerning the love of her Soul towards Chrifl. Book L 
PublinVd by Bale, An. 1548. And afterwards by Hen, 
Den ham, 24* 

And what farther advances (he was likely to make in thole 
languages, in cafe (he proceeded in the courfe that Mr. Grin- 
•dal took with her, Mr. Afcham fignified in a letter to Sir John 
Cheke '. " It can fcarce be credited (faith he) to what de- 
"* gree of (kill in the Latin and Greek flic might arrive, if 
me (hall proceed in that courfe of ftudy wherein (he hath 
begun by the guidance of Grindal." But (he had a great 
misfortune in lofing foon this her ingenious and learned in- 
flrudtor j for he died of the plague, in the year 1 548. At 
-which time as Mr. Camden obferves (before flie was feven- 
*een yean old) (he very well underftood the Latin, French, 
and Italian tongues j and the Greek indifferently : and was 
alfo very well (killed in mufick, and both fung and play'd art- 
fully and fweetly. 

Who inftructed her in French, or who was her preceptor 
for the Spanifli tongue, in which (he was well fkill'd, I know 
not But the indefatigable compilers of the general dictionary 

« Vid. his EpiJiUs, p. 79. Qutnt Etmetttt. 

* In the Mun^hn to bit of 
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obferve from Peter Bizari, that Signior Caftiglioni was her 
tutor for the Italian tongue. Bizari fpeaking of Queen Eliza- 
beth, fays *, " She is a perfect miftrefs of our polite and 
" elegant language, in the learning of which Signior Giovanni 
" Battifta Caftiglioni (now gentleman of her privy Chamber) 
" was her principal mafter. This gentleman is fo well vcrs'd 
" in every thing that forms the gentleman and the man of 
" honour, that upon this account, and for his great merit in 
" other refpedls, he is highly efteem'd by fo great a Queen." 

Having loft King Henry her father, and her Valuable tutor 
at the fame time, me was exceedingly fortunate and happy in 
thofe who fucceeded > for King Edward her brother loved her 
extremely ; ufually called her his Lady Temper ; and counte- 
nanced and encouraged her in her ftudies more than could be 
expected from fo young a Prince. And me was now no longer 
apprehenlive of her father's furious jealoufy in regard to her 
principles in religion > and could without the leaft rcftraint 
read fuch books of divinity as (he and her tutors thought 
proper. 

In order to fupply her felf with another preceptor, me fent 
to the celebrated Mr. Roger Afcham, who at her preffing im- 
portunity left Cambridge, came up to her at Chefthunt, and 
well fupplied the place of her former tutor. She now purfued 
her ftudies with great ardor, and read with peculiar attention 
many of the beft Greek and Latin hiftorians, philofophers and 
orators. Her great diligence and ingenuity pleafed her new 
and learned tutor fo much, that he fpeaks of it with the higheft 
futisfa&ion in a letter to his friend Sturmius, dated from Green- 

« In his Hifiory of tbt Wart of Hungary many years in England at that time, and 
i£c. in Italian, p. 206. printed at Lions wu even a Fellow of St. John's College 
by Rovillio, 1368, in oft. Bizari lived in Cambridge. 

wich, 
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^ich, September 14, J 5 — h , in which he tells him " That he 
u enjoy'd at court as agreeable a freedom and retirement for 
" his ftudies, as he has ever done in the univcrfity ; and that 
" he was then reading over with the Princcfs Elizabeth the 
" Orations of ^Efchines and Demodhcncs de Corona in Greek, 
" and that flic underftood at firft fight not only the force and 
" propriety of the language, and the meaning of the orator, 
" but the whole fcheme of the caufe, and the laws, cuftoms, 
" and manners of the Athenians." And Mr. Strype in his 
life of Bifhop Aylmer ' tells us, that among other difcourfe 
which that Bifhop, who was then tutor to the Lady Jane 
Gray had with Mr. Afcham, the latter allured him, that he 
learned more of the Lady Elizabeth than flic did of him, 
" I teach her words, faid he, and flie teaches me things. I 
" teach her the tongues to fpeak, and her modeft: and 
" maidenly looks teach me to do j for I think fhe is the beft 
" difpofed in all Europe." 

Being thus prepared by /kill in very many languages, philo- 
fophy, &c. She was by the learned Dr. Grindal Profeflbr of 
Divinity initiated in the ftudy of Theology, which (he pur- 
fucd with uncommon application and induftry. She read over 
Melancthon's common Places, and (as Mr. Bohun obferves k ,) 
gain'd very much by an exact and accurate perufal of the 
iacred writings. There were innumerable fentences in the 
New Teftament, and the oracles of the prophets, which fhe 
had treafured up in her memory, and which fhe would upon 
occafion mention : and (he attended the offices of religion and 
piety with great devotion and care. She often addrefTed her 
devouteft prayers to God, and implored his affiftance, for the 

/ 

» Epiji. 2. lib. I. k CbaraStr of Queen Elizabeth, p. 1 1 . 

i P. 298. 

obtaining 
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obtaining of a chaft heart, a pure and unfpotted life, and ar 
ftcady and conftant foul. Thus did her ftudies run in a calm 
and regular courle all the Happy, but, (hort reign of her ex- 
cellent brother j and thus did (he by her finccrc piety and de- 
votion, obtain fuch a (hare of truly chriftian fortitude, pati- 
ence and refignation as firmly fupported her under the long,, 
great and many afflictions and calamities which befel her in the 
cruel reign of the fucceeding Princefs. 

Upon the death of King Edward which happened July the 
6th I553> Queen Mary fucceededto the Throne ; and having 
received very conliderable favours and teftimonies of Lady 
Elizabeth's elteem, me return'd her fome (light outward forms 
©f civility ; but the hatred and malice (he bore her, (either 
on account of her mother, or her religion, or both,) could 
not be long concealed : Articles were devifed and drawn up 
againft her ; and her perfon upon fufpicion and furmifes only, 
was feized and hurried from place to place. She was impri- 
foned, and mod inhumanly treated, being oftentimes in ex- 
treme danger and hazard of her life ' j but was wonderfully 
preferved by divine providence. At laft by the interpofition of 
King Philip, (whether out of companion or . policy I know 
not, tho' the latter is believed to be the true caufe by fome 
judicious authors) (he was rcleafed from her imprifonment, and 
in a good meafure freed from the persecution of her enemies, 

1 Michael de Caftclnau tells at, ( Mt- " dnsly devoted to that intereft. She 

mirt p. <J9-) that Queen Elizabeth had " likewife adored me (fayi he) that her 

often told him " that Ihe was by the " hopes of living were once (o fmall, 

M Queen's order, imprifoncd, and in great " that (he made a Requeft of her filler, 

u danger of her tifej and that her after " in cafe (he was to be beheaded, it might 

" was fo imaged, that Ihe procured infor- " be done after our way, and to have an 

- mation againft her, and accufed her of " executioner brought from France for 

" holding a private correfpondence with " that Purpofe." 
** Henry II. of France, and of being in- 

thc 
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the remaining part of her fitters life. But as thofe things have 
been treated of at large by our civil and ecclefiaitic hiftorians, 
I forbear mentioning particulars, and fhall only obferve, as an 
inftance of her gratitude to King Philip, that me had his 
picture placed by her bedfide, and ufed always to mew it to 
thofc who had admittance there, in acknowledgment of him 
as the preferver of her life in the reign of her fifter. And (he 
kept it there to the end of her days, notwithftanding his per- 
fidioufhefs and inhumanity to her afterwards. And that in her 
time of perfecution, when a popifli prieft preffed her very 
hardly to declare her opinion concerning the bodily prefence of 
Chrift in the facrament, (he truly, but cautioufly, gave him 
her judgment in thefe verfes n . 

'Twas God the word that fpake it, 
He took the bread and brake it, 
And what the word did make it, 
That I believe and take it. 

Queen Mary having reigned five years, four months and 
fome few days ; much of which time had been fpent in mur- 
dering, burning and torturing the fervants of God, and her 
own good fubjecls ; it pleafed the divine wifdom in his due 
time, to hear the crys and complaints of the opprefled, the* 
fatherlefs and widows, for fuch had many been made, by the 
mercilefs cruelty of this Queen and her clergy ; and to refcue 
very many others from the jaws of death, who were deft in 'd 
to the fame fiery tryal, which their proteftant brethren had 
iuffered, by the opportune death of this Queen, Nov. 17, 1558. 

Vid. Sir John Harington's notes on Dr. T. Fuller's Holy Statt in vit. Eliza- 
kis EttgHJb trtmjlat 'im of Ariofto. And bcth. 

F f Upon 
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Upon which the Princefs Eli2abeth happily afcendcd the 
throne, which me adorned more than any of her royal prcde- 
ccflbrs fince the days of Alfred the great. It was therefore 
very juftly and truly obferved by Monfieur Bayle, that it would 
not be doing her fufHcient juftice to fay only, that not any 
woman reigned with more glory than me did : It mull be 
added, that there have been but few great Kings, whofe reigns 
can be compared with hers j it being the moil beautiful period 
in Englifti hiftory. 

After a long interruption of her beloved ftudies, when me 
had by her great wifdem fettled the preplexed affairs of her 
kingdom ; I find " in the year 1563, me was then renewing 
them with great intenfnefs, under the care and infpeftion of 
her fchool-mafter Mr. Afcham, who was fo tranfported, with 
his roval miftreffes diligence and progrefs in literature, that he 
tells the young gentlemen of England " it was their (hame, 
*' that one maid, mould go beyond them all in excellency of 
<{ learning and knowledge of divers tongues. Point forth (as 
4< he made the challenge) fix of the beft given gentlemen of 
** this court and all they put together (hew not fo much good 
*« will, (pend not fo much time, beftow not fo many hours 
<f daily, orderly and conftantly, for the increafe of learning 
*' and knowledge, as doth the Queens Majefly her feif. Yea, 
" { he believed, that befides her perfect readinefs in Latin, 
" Italian, French, and Spanirti, (he read there at Windfor, 
*' more Greek every day, than fome Prebendaries of that 
<c church did read Latin in a whole week. And that which 
** was mod praife-worthy of all, within her walls of her 
" privy chamber (he had obtained that Angularity of learning, 
** to underltand, fpeak and write both wittily with head, and 

• Afcham's Stlmlm^fitr, p. 21. 

" fair 
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" fair with hand, as fcarce one or two rare wits in both the 
" univerfities had in many years reached unto." 

I could (were it neceflary) give many remarkable teftimo- 
nies of this fort ; as that of Bifliop Jewel in his Rejoinder, 
Dr. Haddon's in his reply to Oforius, of Michael de 
Caftelnau's, 0 and the famous Scaligcr's, who tells us, that flic 
/poke five languages, and knew more then all the great men 
then living : but perhaps enough has been faid of her ikill in 
languages, it may be proper now to give fome account of her 
reading and knowledge of books ; and of her writings. 

Befides the great pains (he took in the perufal of authors 
herfelf, me had many learned readers of them to her ; among 
which, none were more efteem'd by her than Sir Henry Savil, 
and Sir John Fortefcue. She caufed the latter (who was a 
great mafter in the Greek and Latin tongues) to read to her 
Thucidides, Xenophonand Polybius : and after them Euripides, 
./Efchines and Sophocles. And in return for this good fervice, 
flic afterward made him mafter of her wardrobe, and chan- 
cellor, and under treafurer of the exchequer j and would often 
commend him for his integrity. 

She her felf read over Cicero, Pliny, Livy and others, with 
fo much care, that (he became (as Mr. Bohun oblcrves) the 
miftrefs of an even, beautiful, pure, unmixed, and truly 
Princely ftyle, in which £he could fpeak with elegance and faci- 
lity. As Hie became thus eloquent, and well furniftied with 
knowledge by the means of this language ; fo upon all occa- 
flons fhe was ready to exprefs her love and eftecm for the Latin 
tongue, fn this language (he did not make it her bufinefs, 
whilft fhe was reading the bell: Latin authors, to furnifli her 
memory only with grammatical obfervations or a plenty of 



• Vid. his Menu'rt, p. 1 
Ff 2 
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elegant phrafes, which might help to adorn her ftile or exalt 
her reputation for learning : but fhe treafured up thofe pre- 
cepts very carefully, which were ufeful for the government of 
her life, or for the managing her private affairs, or thofe of 
the ftate well and wifely. To this end fhe particularly read 
Livy's Hiftory, Tacitus's Annals, the Acts of Tiberius the 
Emperor, and all Seneca's Works. She likewife made many 
obfervations for the regulation of manners, the equal admini- 
ftration of jufticc, and the allaying human paffions, that no- 
thing might be done by her angrily, proudly, injurioufly, and 
beyond the rules of civility. * There was not one remarkable 
ftory or expreflion in all the works of Thucidides and Xeno- 
phon, pertaining to the government of life or manners, or to 
the ordering publick affairs, but fhe had it by heart. She was 
as great an admirer of philofophy, as of eloquence and hiftory ; 
by which fhe attained the knowledge of many excellent things ; 
and that civil prudence or policy which is fo abfolutely necef- 
fary for -all Princes. And befides all that civil prudence and 
the knowledge of governing, by which the publick utility is 
acquired and improved ; fhe drew from the ancient and mod 
noble philofophers, all thofe precepts which they have fet 
down for the gaining moral prudence and virtue. Her greateft 
care was fpent in the cultivating thefe two beautiful parts of 
philofophy. I will omit the common philofophers of whofe 
learning and doctrine flic was a great lover. The divine Plato 
that illuftrious light of Greece was made more noble by the 
hands of this heroic Princcfs. And Ariftotle the prince of the 
philofophers, was read by her. Alfo Xenophon's Cyrus ; a 
piece not writ with the truth of an hiftorian j but toreprefent 
the lively image of a juft and moderate Prince, accomplifh'd 
with all thofe endowments which the great Socrates had fet 
forth, for the living well and happy. She had this author in 
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fo great efteem, that (he tranflated one of his dialogues into 
Englifli. In Num. 2. of the Mifcellaneous Correfpondency : 
Containing Effays, Dijfertatiom &c. on various Subjects, fent 
to the Author of the Gentleman's Magazine, Odt. Lond. 1743, 
is printed an Englifli tranflation of Queen Elizabeth's of A 
Dialogue out of Xenophon, in Greek between Hiero a King, yet 
fome tyme a privat perfon, and Simonides a Poet, as touching 
the Liffe of the Prince and privat man. Of which the pub- 
lifliers give this account. The following piece, which is a 
tranflation made by Queen Elizabeth, and in her own hand 
writing, having been communicated to us as a great curiofity, 
we mewed it to fome virtuofi acquainted with MS. who make 
no doubt of its being genuine, and much admire the beauty 
and ftrength of ftile confidering the time it was written in : 
Wherefore we not only refolved to print the whole treatife, 
but to give the publick an engraved fpecimen of her hand 
writing by a lineal tranfcript of the laft page. The MS. con- 
fifts of 80 pages in 4to in the fall of which the title runs 
thus. A Jhort treatife or dialogue abowt the difference between 
the Liffe of the Prynce and privat Perfon don out of Xenophon 
in Greek into Eng/ifb. It begins " Simonides the poet reforted 
** on a tyme to King Hiero, and being both at leifure, Si- 

" monides difpofed to find fome talk" and ends " Think 

" your country your home, the inhabitants your neighbours, 
" all friends your children, and your children your own foul, 
" endeavouring to furpafs all thefe in liberality and good na- 
" ture, for conquer once your friends by well doing, and care 
" not what enemies can woork againft you, this if you do, 
" you fhal be happie, and twifc happie to your felf, and plauf- 
" iblc to the world." 

She alfo tranflated oat of Greek into Latin Tv;? Orations of 
Ifocrates. 

Being 
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Being now furnilhed with a large ftock of learning and 
knowledge, her Majefty went to Cambridge (Aug. 5, 1564.) 
to entertain her felf no doubt, as well as to do honour to the 
Univerfity, and encourage learning, where (he continued five 
whole days in the lodgings of the Provoft of Kings College. 
She was entertained with comedies, tragedies, orations, 
difputations, and other academical exercifes : fhe feverally 
vifited every houfe. And at her departure fhe took leave of 
Cambridge with a Latin oration, which the curious may fee 
in the fecond vol. of Hoi in Hied' s Chronic A', p. 1206. Or in 
Fuller's Hijhry of Cambridge, p. 138. 

Aug. 31, 1566, fhe went to Oxford Towards evening 
as her Majefty approach'd, (he was met at Wolvercote, where 
the jurifdiclion of the Univerfity ends, by the Chancellor the 
Earl of Leicefter, by four Doctors, Dr. Kennal the Vice- 
Chancellor, Dr. Lawrence Humphrey, Dr. Thomas Godwyn, 
and Dr. Thomas White in their fcarlet robes and hoods ; and 
by eight matters of arts who were heads of Colleges or Halls. 
The Chancellor then delivered the ftafFs of the three fuperior 
Beadles into her Majefty's hands, and having received 'em 
again from her, and reftored them again to their refpedtive 
officers, Mr. Roger Marbeck, tbe^ late orator of the Univerfity, 
and canon of Chrift Church, made an elegant fpeech to her 
Majefty upon theoccafion. She then held out her hand to the 
orator and doctors, and as Dr. Humphrey drew near to kiis it, 
" Mr. Doctor (fays the Queen fmiling) that loofe gown bc- 
" comes you mighty well, I wonder your notions mould be 
" fo narrow." This Humphrey it feems was at the head of 
the puritan party, and had oppofed the ecclefiaftical habits 
with great warmth of zeal. 

9 Vid. Mr. Wood's Hift. # Amtit. Dr. Jcbb's Life of tU Earl of Ltuef.tr, 
Um<v. lib. I. pages, 286, 287. Alio pages, 40, 41, &c. 

As 
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As flie entered the town, the ftreets were lined with Scholars 
from Bocardo to Carfax, who as her Majefty paffed along, fell 
down upon their knees, and with one voice cry'd out, long 
live the Queen ! At Carfax the Greek Profeflbr Mr. Lawrence, 
addrefled her Majefty in a Greek Oration, and the Queen 
anfwered him in the fame language and commended his per- 
formance. From hence flic was convey'd with the like pomp 
to Chrift Church, where (he was received by Mr. Kingfmill 
the publick Orator, who in the name of the Univerfity con- 
gratulated her Majeftys arrival among them. 

For feven days together the Queen was magnificently enter- 
tained by the Univerfity, and exprefled an extreme delight in 
the lectures, difputations, publick exercifes and (hews which 
fhe conftantly heard and law. On the fixth day me declared 
her fatisfa&ion in a Latin Oration, which may be feen in 
Wood's Hijioria & Antiquitates Univerfitatis Oxonienjis, Lib. L 
p. 289. And in the appendix to Dr. Jebb's Lije of Mary 
Qyeen of Scots, N° 4. 

On the morrow after fhe took her leave, and was conducted 
by the heads of houfes as far as Shotover Hill, when the Earl 
of Leicefter gave her notice, that they had accompanied her to 
the limits of their jiirifdic"tion. Mr. Roger Marbeck then 
made an oration to her Majefty, and having laid open the 
difficulties under which learning had formerly laboured, he 
applied himfelf to the encouragement it had lately received, 
and the profpedt of its arifing to the height of fplendor under 
her Majefty's moft gracious adminiftration. The Queen heard 
him with pleafure, and return'd him a moft favourable anfwer; 
and cafting her eyes back upon Oxford, with all poffible 
marks of tendernefs and affection, fhe bade them farewell. 

As her Majefty had now vifited both her Univerfities, and 
had feen and heard their learned academical exercifes, it is 

very 
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very natural to imagine it muft have had a great influence on 
her mind j me being now in the very flower of her age, and 
having fuch a ftrong propenfity and affection to good litera- 
ture in general, 'tis very probable (he now exerted all her 
faculties, and made a larger ufe of her fine talents than at a- 
ny other time of her life ; and no doubt compofed fome of 
the many things hinted at by Sir Henry Savil and Mr. Cam- 
den. The latter fays fhe was always reading or writing fome- 
thing. And the former in the dedication of his Englifli ver- 
lion of Cornelius Tacitus, addrefs'd to her Majefty, thus ex- 
poftulates with her. " But the principle caufe was to incite 
" your Majefty by this as by a foil to communicate to the 
" world, if not thefe admirable compofitions of your own, 
" yet at the leaft thofe moft rare and excellent tranflations of 
" hiftories (if I may call them tranflations which have fo in- 
" finitely exceeded the originals) making evident demonftra- 
4< tion to all who have feen them, that as the great actions of 
<c Princes are the fubject of ftories, fo ftories compofed or 
" amended by Princes, are not only the beft pattern and rule 
*' of great actions, but alfo the moft natural rcgiftcrs thereof, 
,f the writers being perfons of like degree, and of propor- 
c< tionable conceits with the doers." 

It is not improbable that about this time me wrote her 
Comment upon Plato. 

Moreri aflures us that me was well flcill'd in mathematicks ; 
but what authority there may be for fuch an aflertion I know 
not ; however, this is certain, that fhe was not wanting in her 
affection to the ftudies of aftronomy and mathematicks, as is 
fufHciently demonftrated by her fo generoufly countenancing 
and encouraging that great aftronomcr and mathematician Dr. 
John Dee, whom me frequently converfed with, and con- 
futed ; and went to vifit him twice at leaft at Mortlake in 

Surrey ; 
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Surrey ; and was fo much pleafcd with his great learning and 
extraordinary difcoveries, as to become his patronefs and 
fcholar, as the Dr. himfelf has informed us \ " Anno 1 564, 
** after my return from the Emperors Court (fays he) her Ma- 
" jefty very gracioufly vouchfafed to account herfelf my fcholar 
" in my book, written to the Emperor Maximilian, intitlcd 
<f Monas Hieroglypbica ; and faid, whereas I had prefixed in 
" the forefront of that book : Qui non inteltigit, aut taccat, 
aut difcat : if I would difclofe unto her the fecrets of that 
" book, (he would difcere & facere ; wherefore her Majefty 
<f did vouchfafe to read that book obiter, with me at Green- 
" wich ; and then in moll heroical and princely wife did com- 
" fort me and encourage me in my ftudies, philofophical and 
" mathematical, &c." He likewife tells us that " Her 
" Majefty took pleafure to hear his opinion of the Comet ap- 
*' pearing, An. 1 577 : whereas the judgment of fome had 
" unduely bred great fear and doubt in many of the Court ; 
'* being men of no fmall account. This was at Windfor, 
" where her Majefty moft gracioufly did ufe me for three 
" days ; and amongft other points, her moft excellent Majefty 
" promifed me great fecurity againft any of her Kingdom, 
" that would by reafon of my rare ftudies and philofophical 
" exercifes, unduely feek my overthrow— —." I might add 
feveral inftances of her Majefty's generofity to this great man ; 
but I muft proceed, and obferve, that it was not to him alone ; 
for by her countenance and protection our two famous Univer- 
fities produced within a few years more illuftrious examples of 
learning and real worth, than had ever been feen before in the 
fame compafs of time in any age whatfoever. 1 have before 
taken notice of her Majefty's Ikill in mufick, and I will here 

* Vid. the Appendix to John of Glaf- ' p. 521. 
tmb*rj4 Cbmiitt, pages, 507, 519. 
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add, that a learned and ingenious writer • attributes the im* 
provement of that and the other fciences to this learned Prin- 
cefs. " Her reign (fays he) brought forth a noble birth, as 
" of all learned men, fo of church mulick. This was very 
** probably owing to the encouragement given by that Princeft 
" to this art in common with others, as well by her example 
<4 as favour ; for fhe was not only a lover of mufick, but like- 
« wife (killed in it herfelf. And therefore Richard Mul- 
" carter, then mafter of Merchant Taylors School, paid her 
" an handfome compliment on that account in the following 
" verfes." 

Regia majeftas, aetatis gloria noflrae, 
Hanc in deliciis femper habere folet ; 

Nec contenta graves aliorum audire laborcs, 
Ipfa ctiam egregie voce manuque canit '. 

Our gracious Queen, bright glory of our age, 
The pow'r of notes harmonious can engage 
Much joy fhe thence receives, but more conveys, 
While both her voice and hand the concert raife. 

And of her Ikill in poetry, we have a very grand teftimony 
given by the learned author of a book " intitled The Art of 
Englijh Poejy, London, 1589. 4to. Where (p. 51.) fpeakine 
of Englim Poets in general, he thus concludes. " But laft 
" in recital and firft in degree is the Queen our fovereign Lady, 
" whofe learned, delicate, noble mufe, eafily furmounteth all 

• Mr. Pxofeflbr Ward in hi* Lift of Dr. ftx fartium: Autorlhu Thoma Tallifc (4 
Bull, pages, 20 1, 202. Gubelmo Birdo Anglh, &c. Lond. 1575, 

« Thefe verfe* are in 2 poem, prefixed 4K) oblongo. 
to a book intitled Difcaxttu canatnti, quae ■ Said to be wrote by Sir Philip Sidney. 
•b argumtnic facrat wttmtmr, imnqut (jf 

"the 
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•< tlie reft that have written before her time or fmce for fenfe, 
" fweetnefs or fubtilty, be it in ode, elegy, epigram, or any 
" other kind of poem heroic or lyric, wherein it fhall plcafe 
" her Majefty to employ her pen, even by as much odds as 
4< her own excellent eftate and degree execedeth all the reft of 
" her moft humble vaftals." Mr. A. a Wood, and Mr. Hcy- 
wood tell us, that much of her Engliih Poetry may be met 
with in this fcarce bouk ; but upon examination I could find 
but one fpecimen (in p. 208), which contains 16 verfes. As 
(he has been much applauded for her genius in Englifh 
Poetry, fo we may prefume fhe was not lefs happy in her 
Latin Compofitions ; as may be conjcclured by her extempore 
anfwer to the Spanifli Lmbailador, lent hither juft before their 
intended invafion in 1588, who after a larger reprcfentation 
of his Majefty's demands, had fummcd the effect thereof in 
this Tetraftich. ; 

Tc veto nc pergas bello defendcrc Bclgas : 
Quae Dracus eripuit nunc reftituantur oportct : 
Quas Pater evertit jubco te condere cellas : 
.Rclligio Papa? fac reftituatur ad unguem. 

1 i - ■ 

To which her Majefty inftantly reply'd. 
Ad Gra-cas, bone Rex, fient mandata calendar '. 

-- •* 

I cannot forbear obferving in this place that an eminent 
writer > tells us that ihe was not a warlike IVinrefs ; and yet 
at the fame time fays, that ihe knew ib well how to train uj> 

* Vid. Dr. Fuller's //*.> H/.tf, p. 316. a'J^t. torn. p. 4-J9-. of the l\r.-.i 
y V. d'Orlcam, in /{>/■::> t a'a isev-Jnt. tdit. 1093. ; . » 

G <y 2 v« .ir :: j; 
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warriors, that England had not for a long time feen a greater 
number of them, nor more experienced. As I am very un- 
willing this great Princefs mould be robbed of any part of her 
glory j I will here give an inftance of her courage, valour and 
magnanimity of foul, which perhaps cannot be furpafled by 
any of the famous Heroines of former ages j and which like- 
wife may not be looked upon as foreign to my purpofe, fince 
it will at the (kmc time give a fpecimen of her Englifli 
Oratory. 

When the Spanifh Armado was upon the feas, and in daily 
expectation of landing, no one could appear more brave than 
this Princefs : She went to her camp at Tilbury, and rode 
through all the fquadrons of her army, attended by the Earls 
of Leicefter and EfTex, and Norris Lord Marmal, on foot, and 
having viewed 'em all, (he addreffed them with the following 
Oration. 

• 

" My loving people,. 

u We have been perfwaded by fome that are careful of our 
" fafety, t9 take heed how we commit our felves to armed 
" multitudes, for fear of treachery - r but I aflure you I do 
" not defire to live to diftmft my faithful and loving people. 
" Let tyrants fear, 1 have always fo behaved my fclf that,, 
" under God, I have placed my chiefeft ftrength andfafe- 
" guard in the loyal hearts and good- will of my fubjedts j and 
** therefore I am come amongft you, as you fee, at this time, 
w not for my recreation and difport, but being refolved, in 
«« the midft and heat of the battle, to live or die amongft you 
** all } to lay down for my God, and for my Kingdom, and 
** my People, my honour and my bloud, even in the duft. 
" I know I have the body but of a weak and feeble woman ; 

" but 
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w but I have the heart and ftomach of a King, and of a 
*« King of England too,, and think foul fcorn that Parma or 
" Spain, or any Prince of Europe, mould dare to invade the 
" borders of my realm j to which rather than any difhonour 

mail grow by me, I my felf will take up arms, I my felf 
** will be your general, judge, and rewarder of every one of 
" your virtues in the field. I know already, for your for- 
** wardnefs you have deferved rewards and crowns } and We 
" do allure you in the word of a Prince, they mail be duely 
" paid you* In the mean time, my Lieutenant General mail 
M be in my ftead, than whom never Prince commanded a 
" more noble or worthy fubject j not doubting but by your 
** obedience to my General, by your concord in the camp, and 
*' your valour in field, we mall (hortly have a famous victory 
" over thofe enemies of my God,, of my Kingdom, and of 
" my People." 

I might give many more iniiances of her intrepid refolution 
and courage ; but I mall only chufe to oppofe F. d'Orleance 
with one more, and that perhaps in his own opinion an in- 
fallible teftimony } viz. That of Pope Sixtus the fifth, who 
upon all occafions was ufed to fay, that me was a woman of a 
ftrong head. And he placed her among the three perfons, 
who alone in his opinion deferved to reign j the other two 
were himfelf, and King Henry the fourth of France. " Your 
" Queen faid he once to an Englifhman, is born fortunate ; 
** me governs her Kingdom with great happinefs ; fhe wants 
<c only to be married to me to give the World a fecond Alex- 
" ander." 

What time (he could fpare from the neceflary and important 
affairs of government, was ftill fpent at ftudy ; for notwith- 
ftanding old age was now creeping on apace ; yet (he feems to 
have had the feme regard and afic&ion for learning, as when 

(he 
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flie was in the very flower of her youth ; for in the year 1592,* 
flier Majefty being then almoft fixty years old) (he paid a 
fecond vilit to that moft delightful feat of the Mufes, the Uni- 
verfity of Oxford. On Friday the 22d of September, about 
3 o'clock in the afternoon, her Majefty, being entered within 
the liberties of the Univerfity, was met by the Vice-Chancellor, 
heads of houfcs, Doctors, Proctors and Beadles, all in their 
proper habits ; and Mr. Thomas Savil the Senior Proctor 
having made a ftiort oration, (he pafled on, and within half a 
mile of the City flie was received by the Mayor and his bre- 
thren, with a fliort fpeech delivered by their Recorder. As 
flic paffed by St. John's, flic was there prefented with a private 
fpeech, in behalf of that College. From thence flic proceeded 
till (he came to Carfax, where (he ftop'd to hear a Greek ora- 
tion, made by Mr. Henry CufFe, then Greek reader. Then 
(lie went to Chrift Church (all the ftreets through which flie 
pafled being lined with fcholars) and going in at the end of the 
Minfter, before flie went up to the lodgings provided for her 
there, flie was received with an oration by Mr. Smith. On 
Saturday her Majefty went to St. Mary's Church between two 
and three of the clock, being attended by her Nobility &c. 
in a very magnificent manner. Her Majefty being there placed 
under her cloth of ftate, upon a very elegant ftage, erected for 
her in the eaft end of the Church, near the Quire, there was 
a philofophical act prepared for her entertainment, which was 
begun upon the fignification of her Majefty's pleafure therein; 
by this only word, Incipiatis^ being fpoken by herfelf. To- 
wards the conclufion of the act, the laft Refpondent (Mr. Johrr 
Buckridge) being cut off by the Proctors; the Queen feemir g 
much pleafcd with his arguments, ordered him to proceed with 
thefe her gracious words, lmo probety fi pottjf, 6cc. 

Her 
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Her Majefty having been entertained with orations, acts, 
difputations, (and a very fplended entertainment made by the 
Lord Buckhurft then Chancellor of the Univerfity) for fix 
days together, on the feventh, being Thurfday about ten 
o'clock in the forenoon her Majefty made the following ora- 
tion to the Vice-Chancellor, Dodlors, &c. 

Merita et Gratitudo fic meam rationem captivam duxerunt, 
ut facere cogant qua? ratio ipfa negat : Curac enim regnorum 
tarn magnum pondus habent, ut potius ingenium obtundere, 
quam memoriam acuere foleant. Addaturetiam hujus Linguae 
defuetudo, quae talis & tarn diuturna fuit, ut in triginta fex 
annis, credo, vix trigefies me ufam fuifle meminerim. Sed 
fracta nunc eft glacies j aut inhaerere, aut evadere oportet. 
Merita veftra, non funt laudes eximiae et infignes, fed imme- 
rita mea j non doctrinarum in multis generibus exercitia, quae 
declarative vos cum laude fentio ; non Orationes multis & variis 
modis erudite et infigniter exprefia? : fed aliud quiddam eft 
multo pretiofius atque prseftantius, amor fcilicet vefter, qualis 
nec unquam auribus, nec fcripto, nec memorid hominum no- 
tus fuit : Cujus exemplo parentes carent, nec inter familiares 
cadit j immo nec inter amantes, in quorum fortem non fem- 
per fides incidit, experientia ipfa docente ; qualem nec perfua- 
iiones, nec minae, nec execrationes delere potuerunt j immo 
in quern tempus poteftatem non habet, quod fermm confumit, 
quod Scopulos minuit, id ipfum feparare non potuit. Ifta 
funt ejufmodi, quae aeterna futura putarem, fi et ego aiterna 
effem. Ob quas fi mille pro una* linguas haberem, gratias de- 
bitas exprimere non valerem : tantum animus concipere poteft, 
quae exprimere nequit. In cujus gratitudinem ab initio regni 
mei, fumma et praecipua mea Solicitudo, cura, et vigilia fuit j 
ut Rcfpublica tam externis inimicis, quam internis tumultibus 

immunit 
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immunis fervaretur, ut quod diu et multis feculis floruiflet, 
fub meis manibus non debilitaretur. 

Poft enim animae meae tutelam, in hoc Solo meam perpetuam 
folicitudinem collocavi. Qudd fi pro totius falutc tarn femper 
fuerim vigilans, cum et ipfa Academia pars ejus non minima 
putetur : quomodo non et in illam extenditur ifta cautio ? pro 
qua tanta diligentia ufura femper fum, ut nullo ftimulo opus fit 
ad cam excitandam, qua: ex feipfa prompta eft ad promoven- 
tlam, fervandam, et dccorandam, illam. Nunc quod ad con- 
iilium attinet, talc accipite •, quod (i fequamini, haud dubito 
quinerit in DEI gloriam, veftram Utilitatem, et meum fingu- 
lare gaudium. 

Ut diuturna fit haec Academia, habeatur imprimis cura ut 
DEUS colatur - t non more omnium Opinionum, non Secundum 
ingcnia nimis inquieta et exquifita j fed ut Lex divina jubet, 
et noftra praecipit : non enim talem Principem habetis, quae 
vobis quicquam pracipiat quod contra Confcientiam vere chrif- 
tianam effe deberet j Scitote Me prius morituram quam tale 
aliquid adluram, aut quicquam jufluram quod in Sacris Literis 
vetatur. Si cum corporum vcftrorum femper curam fufcepi, 
deferamne Animarum ? Vetet DEUS. Animarum ego Curam 
iiegligam, pro quarum neglectu Anima mea judicabitur ? longe 
abfit. Moneo ergo ut non praeeatis Leges, fed fequamini ; 
nec difputetis num meliora pofiint praefcribi, fed obfervetis qu» 
Lex Divina jubet, et noftra cogit. Deinde memineritis, ut 
unufquifque in gradu fuo fuperiori obediat, non prafcribendo 
quae effe deberent, fed fequendo quod praefcriptum eft ; hoc 
cogitantes : quod ft Superiores agere casperint qua; non decet, 
alium fuperiorem habebunt a quo regantur, qui illos punire & 
debeat et vclit. Poftremd, ut fids unanimes ; cum intelligatis 
anita robuftiora, feparata infirmiora, et cito in ruinam cafura ". 

« Vid. Wood'l Wfi. Anttq. Oxon. lib. I. J>. 306. 

Having 
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Having ended her fpeech (he left Oxford at eleven o'clock 
and was conducted by the heads of houles, &c. as far as Shot- 
over where a fpeech being made to her Majefty, (he took her 
laft farewell of the Univerlity '. 

An. 1593, I find her dill bufily employed at her ftudy, for 
this year (he tranflated from Latin into Englifh, Boethius decoii- 
folatione Philojophice. 

And in 1598, notwithstanding the rebellion in Ireland 
which no doubt had a confiderable (hare in her thoughts, Hie 
tranflated into Englifti Saluft de bello Jugurtbino : And about 
this time, the greateft part of Horace de Arte Poetica : And 
alfo Plutarch's Book de Curiofttate : All which faith Mr. Cam- 
den b fhe wrote with her own hand. 

This year came into England Paulus de Jaline, embanador 
from the King of Poland, who delivering his embafly with 
great infolence ; her Majcfty cut him off, in the prefence of 
a great number of her nobility, and inftantly fpoke the follow- 
ing extempore Oration. 

Heu quam decepta fui. Expedtavi Nuncium : tu verd 
querelam mihi adduxifti ; per literas te accepi efTe Legatum, 
te verd Heraldum invenio. Nunquam in vita talem Orationcm 
audivi. Miror, fane miror, tantam et tarn infolitam in publico 
audaciam ; neque puto fi Rex tuus adeflet, talia verba protu- 
liflet : Sin aliquid tale tibi in mandatis commifit (quodquidem 
valde dubito) tribuendum, quod cum Rex fit juvenis, & non 
tam jure Sanguinis quam Electionis, atque etiam noviter elec- 
tus, non tam bene percipiat quid inter Reges convenit, quam 
Majores fui nobifcum oblervarunt, & alii fortaflc deinceps ob- 
fervabunt. Quod ad te attinet, videris multos libros perle- 
gifle, libros tamen Principum non attigifle, neque intelligere 

• An account of what pafled everyday curious Wflirieal Pieea, Lond. 1740, 410. 
may be fecn in Mr. Peck s ColUaiom of k In his Amah of Elixabttb. 

H h quid 
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quid inter Rcges convenit. Cum vero Jus Naturae, & Genti- 
um commemoras ; Hoc fcito efle jus naturae & Gentium, ut 
cum bellum inter Reges intercedat, liceat alteri alterius undi- 
que allata Praefidia intercipere, et ne in damnum fuum conver- 
tantur, praevidere : Hoc fcito efle Jus Naturae, & Gentium ; 
Ubi itidem domum Auftriae narras (quam jam tanti facis) non 
tc latest ex eadem Domo non defuhfe qui regnum Poloniae regi 
tuo intercipere voluifient. De reliquis, quae cum multa funt 
& fine;ulatim deliberanda, non funt hujus loci ac temporis, 
accipies quod a quibufdam Confiliariis huic rei defignatis de- 
liberandum fuerit. Interim valeas & quiefcas. 

And having ended her Oration, flie Lion-like rifing (faith 
Speed) daunted the malepert Orator no lefs with her ftately 
port and Majeftic departure, than with the tartnefs of her 
Princely checks : And turning to the train of her attendants, 
foid, " Gods death my Lords, I have been forced this day to 
" lcoure up my old Latin that hath long lain rafting." 

It would be endlefs to enumerate all her Majefty's epiftles 
and fpecches to her Parliaments, which are publifti'd by 
Grafton, Holingmed and Sir Dudley Diggs ; by Dr. Fuller 
in his Worthies ; in the Cabala, in the State Papers publifti'd 
by Dr. Forbes, Mr. Haynes and others : befides many of her 
letters in MS. in the Bodleian, Ammolean, Univerfity College 
and other libraries. But I muft not omit that Birtiop Tanner 
in his Bibliotheca obferves, that among the books in the library 
at Norwich is a Book of ' Prayers, pr. Lond. 1561, 241110 bound 
in filk, the leaves gilt : and is believed formerly to have been 
Queen Elizabeths own book. In the beginning of which is 
A prayer to be [aid in tyme of extream Jicknefs. Wrote, as it 
feems, with the Queens own hand. 

And that there is likewife in the Bodleian Library, among 
the MS. in Muf. Num. 235. the epiftlcs of St. Paul, &c. 

printed 
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printed in an old black letter in i2mo, which was Queen 
Elizabeth's own Book, and her hand-writing appears at the 
beginning, viz. 

Auguft. 

" I walk many times into the pleafant fieldes of the Holy 
" Scriptures, where I plucke up the goodliefome herbes of fen- 
" tences by pruning : eate them by reading : chawe them by 
" mufing : and laie them up at length in the hie feate of me- 
*' morie by gathering them together : that fo having tailed 
" thy fwcetenefs I may the lefs perceive the bitternefs of this 
" miferable life. The covering is done in needle-work by 
€< the Queen (then Princefs) her felf, and thereon are thele 
" fentences, viz. on one fide, on borders : CELVM PATRIA . 
" SCOPVS VITAE XPVS. CHRIST VS VIA. CHRIS- 
" TO VIVE . In the middle an Heart, and round about it, 
" ELEVA COR SVRSVM IBI VBI E . C . [i. e. __eft 
" Chriftus.] On the other fide about the borders, BEATVS 
" QVI DIVITIAS SCRIPTVRAE LEGENS VERBA 
« VERTIT IN OPERA. In the middle a Star, and 
" round it, VICIT OMNIA PERTINAX VIRTVS.with 
" E. C." i. e. as Mr. Hearne thinks \ ELIZABETHA 
CAPTIVA, or (provided it refers to VIRTVS) ELIZA- 
BETHS CAPTIVE, (he being then, when (he work'd 
this covering, a prifoner, if I miftake not, at Woodftock. 

Having now done with her literary character, I intended to 
fay fomething of her character in general, but obferving, what 
a great length I have already gone ; I muft defift, and content 



« Vid. his notes at the end of Titus Livy's Hijloij of Henry V. p. 129 
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my fdf with giving a fhort, but elegant and unexceptionable 
one, as coming from a Roman Catholick, I mean the learned, 
candid and ingenuous father d'Orleans j and mall then con- 
clude what I have to fay of this truly great Princefs " She 
, " was a perfon (fays he) whofe name immediately imprints in 
" our minds fuch a noble idea, that it is impoffible well to 
" expreft it by any defcription whatfoever. Never did a 
" Crown'd head better know the art of government, andcom- 
" mitted fewer errors in it during a long reign. The friends 
" of Charles the fifth, could reckon his faults ; Queen Eliza- 
" beth's enemies have been reduced narrowly to fearch after 
*' hers ; and they whofe greateft concern it was to caft an 

" odium upon her conduct, have admired her. Her aim 

" was to reign ; to govern j to be miftrefs ; to keep her peo- 
" pie in fubmiflion, neither affecting to weaken her fubjects, 
€< nor to make conquefts in foreign countries, but yet not fuf- 
44 fering any perfon to incroach in the lcaft upon the fove- 
" reign power, which flic knew perfectly well how to main- 
" tain, both by policy and by force. For no perfon in her 
" time, had more wit, more fkill, more judgment than 
" fhe had." 4 

After a long, happy, and glorious reign, throughout which 
/he fcems to have been miraculoufly guided and protected by 
providence j fhe was at laft feized with a fort of melancholy 
difeafe, which put a period to her life. In her fatal illnefs, 
her laft words to her council were as follows, " That (he was 

- Thole who have an inclination to fee ijj. Mr. Mallet's Life of Lord Uxz/t teller 
her character drawn at large, may with Bacon, from p. 13, to p. 19. Alfo the 
great pleafurc confult, Remaris on toe Wf. abovemcntioned Author's Idea of a Pa- 
st' England, fy Humphry Oldeajile, Efj; trio/ King, pages, 1 80, 212, 21 3, 21 4. 
from p. 144, to p. 204. Alfo itt friend Stowe's Chronicle continued by Howes, 
Part of the Hift. and Political Difiourft of p. 813, 814, 815. Speed's Chronicle, 
tbe Lervii and Government of England, p. p. 880. Edit. 1611. 

« full 
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" full fatiated with this prefent life, and now defired nothing 
" more than to be tranflated to a ftate of immortality, and 
€< make her efcape out of this dark and difordered ftate of 
" human affairs. That death which many fo much abhorred, 
" was only the payment of a debt due to nature ; and that 
" our fpirits were of right to be reftored to God from whence 
'* they came." And when me found the time of her diflblution 
draw nigh, me caft off all the cares of this life, and betook 
herfelf wholly to the acts of piety and devotion. She fent for 
Dr. Whitgift Archbifhop of Canterbury, who with Dr. Ban- 
croft Bifhop of London j Dr. Watfon Bifhop of Chichefter ; 
and Dr. Parry (afterwards Bifhop of Worcefter,) with fome 
other divines, attended her in the time of her ficknefs. When 
the good Archbifhop came to her, he admonifhcd her to con- 
fider the imperfection of the human nature ; and therefore 
advifed her to place all her hopes in the merits of Chrift. She 
replied with ibme difficulty of fpeaking, " That fhe was 
" weary of this miferable life, which was fubjedt to fo many 
" calamities and dangers : That from her foul fhe defired to 
" pafs to that eternal life which overflowed with all manner 
" of felicity ; and was haftening to her heavenly country, 
" to the prefence of her good Saviour, and into his holy 
" arms." 

When the Archbifhop had ended his prudent and holy ex- 
hortation, /he turned her a little, and laying her head upon 
her right arm, fhe compofed herfelf as it were to her laft long 
fleep, with a quiet and refigncd mind. Nor were her laft 
moments unlike the reft of her life, for it appeared by the 
motions of her hands and eyes, that they were fpent in the 
acts of devotion and mental prayer \ And thus being at laft 

wholly 

* This is the account which is given of William Barlow BiiTiop of Lincoln, in his 
her behaviour in her lall illnefs, fcy Dr. book inritled An Anfatr u a namtUfi Ca- 

tbolkk, 
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wholly fpent, fhe quietly yielded up her foul to God the 24th 
of March, about midnight, An. 1602, in her Palace of Rich- 
mond, and in the fame chamber King Henry the feventh her 
grandfather died in, having reigned 44 years, 4 months, and 8 
days. Thus died this renowned Princefs, more beloved and 
lamented than any Prince that ever lived before her. Her 
corpfe was privately removed and conveyed to White Hall, and 
there remained till the 28th of April, and was then carried, 
and attended by 1500 mourners to Weftminfter Abbey, and 
was interred with very great folemnity in the vault of King 
Henry the feventh's chapel. Her fucceilbr King James, erec- 
ted a magnificent monument to her memory. The arched 
canopy over it, is fupported by ten black marble columns of 
the Corinthian order ; her ftatue in her Royal Robes lying at 
full length on the tomb, retting on four Lions, and a fifth at 
her feet ; all gilt with gold. 

On one fide are the arms of France and England quarterly 
within a garter, fupported by a Lion Rampant Gardant Or, 
crowned with a Royal Diadem, and a Dragon Gules. Motto, 
Dieu et mon Droit. 

On the other fide ; 

Scotland impaling France and England quarterly ; fupported 
by an Unicorn Argent, gorged with a Crown reflected over 
the Back Or, and a Lion Rampant. Motto, Bcati Pacifici. 

tbolick, pages, 66, 8c. Sir Geo. Paule man Catholick writers have had the Ma- 
in his Lift of Arcbbiflbp Wbit^ift, pages, lice and aflurance to rcprefent her as dying 
94,95. And by Mr. Bohun in his CIm. in a ftate of defperation. 
rafitrofhr, &c. And yet feveral Ro- 

At 
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At the Ealt and Weft ends are the following Infcriptions. 

Memory ^tern^. 

Elizabeths Angliae, Franciae et Hibernian Reginae . R . Henrici 
vnr.filiae. R. Hen. vn. nepti, R. Ed. 1111 . pronepti, 
patriae parenti, religionis et bonarum artium altrici, plurima- 
rum linguarum peritia, praclaris turn animi turn corporis doti- 
bus regiifque virtutibus fupra fexum. 

PRINCIPI INCOMPARABILI. 

Jacobus Magna? Britannia?, Franciae et Hibernias Rex, virtu- 
tum, et Regnorum haeres, bene merenti pie pofuit . 

Memorise Sacrum. 

Religione ad primaevam finceritatcm reftaurata, pace fundata, 
moneta ad juftum valorem redufta, rebellione domeftica vin- 
dicata } Gallia malis inteftinis prascipiti fublevata, Belgio iuf- 
tentato, Hifpanica claffe profligata, Hibernia pulfis Hifpanis, et 
rcbellibus ad deditionem coaclis pacata, redditibus utriufquc 
Academiae lege annonaria plurimum adau&is, toto denique 
Anglia ditata, prudcntifiimeque annos XLV. adminiftrata 
Elizabetha Regina victrix, triumphatrix, pietatis ftudiofiflima, 
fceliciflima, placida morte feptuagenaria ibluta, Mortales, re- 
liquias dum Chrifto jubente refurgant immortales, in hac Ec- 
clefia celeberima ab ipfa confervata, etdcnuo fundata, cfcpofuit. 

Obiit 24 Martii, Anno Salutis mdcii. 
Regni xlv. iEtatis lxx. 

Regno Confortes & urna, hie obdormimus, Elizabetha & 
Maria forores in fpe refurrettionis. 

Thus 
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Thus Englimed in Mr. Dart's Hijiory and Antiquities of 
IVeJlminjier Abbey , Vol. I. p. 1 70. 

* To the eternal memory of Elizabeth Queen of England, 

* France and Ireland, daughter of King Henry VIII. Grand- 
' daughter of King Henry VII. [Great] Grand-daughter to 

* King Edward IV. Mother of her country, a nurfing-mother 

* to religion and all liberal fciences, (killed in many languages, 
« adorned with excellent endowments both of body and mind, 

* and excellent for Princely virtues beyond her fex. James 
' King of Great-Britain, France and Ireland, hath devoutly and 
' juftly erected this monument to her, whofe virtues and King- 

* doms he inherits. 

Sacred to Memory : 

* Religion to its primitive purity reftored, peace fettled, 

* money reftored to its juft value, domcftick rebellions quelled, 
' France relieved when involved with inteftine divifions j the 
c Netherlands fupported •> the Spanim Armado vanquiflied ; Ire- 
« land almoft loft by rebels, eafed by routing the Spaniards j the 
1 revenues of both Univerfities much enlarged by a law of pro- 

* vifions ; and laftly, all England enriched. Elizabeth a moft 

* prudent governor 45 years, a victorious and triumphant Queen, 

* moft ftrictly religious, moft happy, by a calm and refigned 
' death at her 70th year left her mortal remains, till by Chrift's 
c word they (hall rife to immortality, to be depofited in this 

* church, by her eftabliflied, and laftly founded. She died the 
' 24th of March, Anno 1602, of her reign the 45th year, of 
' her age the 70th. 
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* - • 

ELIZABETH JANE WESTON. 



ELIZABETH JANE WESTON, was born about the 
beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reign } and was as Dr. 
Fuller imagines ' a branch of the ancient and:- genteel family 
of the Wefton's of Sutton in the county of Surrey. She 
feems to have left England when fhe was very young, and 
fettled at Prague in Bohemia, where (I fuppofe) (he continued 
the remaining part of her life j upon which account fhe is 
much better known abroad than at home. She had great 
natural parts, which were much improved by a polite education. 
She underftood many languages, and was particularly ikilful in 
the Latin tongue ; in which fhe wrote feveral things both in 
profe and verle, with very good fuccefs. Thefe performances 
gained her very great efteem ; and made her taken notice of 
by fome of the moft learned foreigners of that time* who 
correfponded with her, and gave her great encomiums on that 
account. Scaliger fpeaking to her fays, Pent priits mibi con- 
tiget admirari ingenium tuum, quam nojfe. And Janus. Doulk 
made the following quibbling epigram on her. 

Angla vel Angelica es, vel profus cs Angelus : immo, 
$i fexus vetat hoc, Angelus eft Animus. 



f In his Worthies in Surry, p. 87. 

I i 



And 
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And Nicholas May complimented her with the following 
Latin epigram. 

J A N A omni potior, WESTONIA virgo, figura, 

Artificis docld pingitur ecce minu. 
Ingenium, pietas, virtus, induftria, Mufae, 

Virginis 8c mores abfque colore nitent. 
Si videas Mufas, decima eft foror addita Mufis j 

Candida fi fpectes pe&ora } Quarta charis. 

Thus tranflated into Englifh. 

Ang&, or, fair Angelick maid, 

An Angel fure thou art, 
Or, if thy fex that name forbid, 

An Angel is thy heart. 

Behold, that future times her worth may own, 
Wefton's fair daughter in the fculptur'd Stofle ! 
.The tuneful Mufes form'd her virgin mind j 
Her wit was lofty, and her will rcfign'd : 
On truth's firm bafis all her actions mov'd, 
And zealous induftry her fenfe improv'd. 
Her well known name the heav'nly bands (hall join j 
And ten the Mufes, four the Graces mine. 

Among our own writers, Mr. Evelyn has given her a place 
in his catalogue of learned women, printed in his Numifmata*: 
Mr. Philips has introduced her among his female poets " : And 
Mr. Farnaby ranks her with Sir Thomas More, Alabafter 
and other the beft Latin poets of the fixteenth century. 

« p. a6*. h Tbeatrum Pcftarum, p. 157. 

She 
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She tranflated feveral of j*Efops Fables into Latin vcrfe. 

She likewifc wrote a Latin poem in praife of Typography : 
which with many other Latin poems and epiftlcs to her, and 
from her, were collected and publimed with the following title. 

ParthcnUSn ELISABETHS JOANN/E WESTONM-, 
virginis nobilijjimtr, fbetria Jhrentijjim<r i Unguarum plurimarum 
peritijfima, Liber 111. operd ac jiudio G. MART, a BALD- 
HOVEN, 5/7. cclleftus j & nunc denub amicis defidcrantibus 
communicants. PRAG/E, Typis Pauli Seffii. Printed in large 
1 2mo. without either pages or date ; but fecms to have been 
publimed about the year 1606. 

She was married to John Leon a gentleman belonging to the 
Emperors Court ; and was living in the year 1605, as appears 
from an epiftle of hers dated Praga Nonis Martii that year. 

After thefe high commendations of Mrs. Wefton's ingenuity, 
I wifh I may not difappoint the readers expectation, while I 
am endeavouring to fatisfy his curiofity, by the following 
fpecimen ; at the time of writing which, as her condition 
feems to have refembled that of Ovid, when he wrote his 
Tri/iia, fo (he has defcribed and lamented it in the like 
Numbers. 

Nobiliflimo et Eruditifl*. Juvcni Joanni Francilco Weftonio, 
Anglo, Fratri fuo Germane 

Ne mirere, modis propcrent quod verba ligatis : 
Quod mihi Calliope, dotibi, Xetipi, dedit. 

Qua? durum mollit numcrum duiccdinc pectus, 
Et fuadct fuavi plangere fata melo. 

Fata quidem nunquam mihi fat deflenda mifeJla:, 
Quse taMum Mufis cripuere decus : 

Ii 2 Et 
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Et quae nos miferos charo fpoliirc Parcnte 

Invidia varios inveniente modos : 
Ilia docet crudos cantu relevare dolores ; 

At meminiiTe diu dedocct ilia Malum ! 
Ergo boni querulae immaturos confulc verfus : 

Primitias genii, quas tibi mitto, mei. 
In quibus omnimodam FRATRI SOROR opto falutc, 

Cuncta meis ctiam profperiora malis. 
Ccclitus ut calidis afpiret Jupiter aufis : 

Et tibi conatus provehat ille tuos. 
Virtutis donee laudato plenior aetas 

Olim incremento Tequc Tuofque juvet. 
Macle igitur virtute tua, feliciter infta, 

JANE, onus hoc omni parte levabit amor. 
Debile Mufarum circumdes JEg\de pedtus, 

Fortunae cafus ut iuperare queas. 
Quid profint ilia?, duris exercita fatis, 

Vita dat : exemplo doctior efto meo. 
Cura fub obfcural nos hie perterritat aura : 

Et laflfata quatit naufragus ofla labor. 
Nam dum follicitis urgeturcaufa querelis, 

In nova Sifyphium Tempora vergit onus : 
Ut redit hora mihi, redeunt fimul altera damna : 

Nee vacuum experior ludtibus ire diem. 
Sic ego quod dolco, non mentis morbus habetor } 

Eft morbus, tanto non doluhTe malo 1 
At nequeunt lamenta pios attingere Manes ; 

Lacrymave inftabiles maefta levare vices. 
Spes fane potcrat me fuftentafle : vel iftas 

Fortunae turbas diminuifle modd. 
Spes firidet Nautis, tumidas cum Thethys in iras 
Proruit, extrema? quaerere fortis opem : 
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Scd quid fperandum eft miferis : ubi Pallidus (eheu) 

Livor avernali cundla furore petit. 
Oesaris eft clemens animus ; fed C^saris aurem 

Subducunt votis invida fata meis j 
Qu6 minus ille queat noftras audire querelas ; 

Et folitus nobis obvius efle favor. 
Sed Deus has etiam nubes abfterget iniquasj 

Atque ferena mihi Caefaris ora dabit. 
Ille mese columen vitse eft ; ille anchora, tandem 

Sperata faciet me ftatione frui. 
Tu quoque fide DEO, FRATER dilette, tuaeque 

GERMANS nullis immemor efto locis. 
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L A D Y 
ARABELLA SEYMOUR. 



HIS lady was not more diftinguiuYd for the dignity of 



I her birth, than celebrated for her fine parts 1 and learn- 
ing : And yet, I know fo little in relation to the two laft 
mentioned accomplishments, that I mould not have given her 
a place in this catalogue, but that I think it would be look'd 
upon as an unpardonable omitfion, fince Mr. Evelyn has put 
her in his lift of learned women k j and Mr. Philips has intro- 
duced her among his modern poeteffes '. 

She was born about the year 1577. Was the daughter of 
Charles Stuart Earl of Lenox, (who was the youngeft brother 
of the Lord Darnley, father of King James the firft) by Eli- 
zabeth his wife, fecond daughter of Sir William Cavendim 

1 The author of her life publilhed in he has refer'd to, that, her perfon was not 

the firft vol. of Biograpbia Britannica, fays, very graceful, but then 'tis there remark 'd 

" She was far from being either beautiful to her advantage and honour, that (he an- 

" in her perfon, or from being diftin- fwered the lords at her examination with 

" guifhed by any extraordinary qualities good judgment and discretion. See Wis- 

" of mind." This mi (take feems to pro- wood's Mtmoritdi, vol. III. p. 281. 

ceed from too great hafte in confulbng his k Numifmata. p. 264. 

author. It is indeed obferved in the letter 1 Tbtatrum Pixtarxm, p. 254. 




Of 
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of Chatfworth in the county of Derby, knight. The faid 
earl died in the one and twentieth year of his age, leaving iflue 
this his only child, who had particular care beftowed upon her 
education, and not bcftowed in vain. For we are told that 
fhe had a great facility in her poetical compofitions. I have 
been informed by the learned and ingenious Mrs Elftob, that 
her papers are flill preferved in the Harleian and Longleat 
Librarys : But what thofe papers contain, I know not. 

Her near affinity to the Crown occafioned her much un- 
eaiinefs, and many misfortunes, being the caufe of her almoft 
perpetual confinement. That fhe was under a fort of durance 
in the latter end of Queen Elizabeth's reign, appears from the 
feventh article of Mr. Ogleby's negociation into Spain, Anno 
1596, in which 'tis obferved m that " the Queen of England 
" would not deliver up to the King of Scots, Arabella, his 
" uncle's daughter, to be married to the Duke of Lenox in 
** Scotland, at the time when the faid King, having no iflue, 
" intended to make the faid Duke his lucceflbr and heir to the 
" crown of Scotland ." And Thuanus attributes her confine- 
ment to an attempt which (he made to marry a fon of the Earl 
Of Northumberland's. But however this might be, it is very 
certain that jealous bufy heads were forming accufations againft 
her, as appears from a letter of her own hand writing, pre- 
ferved in a MS. vol. of letters in Mr. Ammole's ftudy N°. 1 720, 
p. 104. An exact tranfeript of which I have given at the 
bottom of the page for the iatisfattion of the curious ." 

Vid. Wiowood's Mtmrials, vol. I. " ted with both our badd hands, but 

p. 4. " while!! we may wafij our handes in in- 

" nocencc, lett the grand accufer and all 

" " Noble gentlemen, " his minifters do thoyr worft, God will 

" I am as unjuftly accufed of contri- " be on our fide, and revcalc the truth to 

" ving a comedy, as you (in my confei- " our moll gratious fovcraine, maugre all 
" ence) a tragedy. Counfcllers are aquain- *' wicked 



250 MEMOIRS OF 

About this time the Pope form'd a dcfign to raife Lady 
Arabella to the Throne of England, by marrying her to Car- 
dinal Farnefe, brother to the Duke of Parma \ King Henry 
the fourth of France feemed inclined to enter into this project, 
became he was apprehenfive left England fhould become too 
powerful, if it was united with Scotland under the fame 
King. 

Soon after the acceflion of James King of Scots to the 
Crown of England, certain Englifh Lords were forming a 
fcheme to make Lady Arabella Queen of England, becaufe, 
fays Thuanus, they were afraid left King James, being a 
foreigner, mould prefer the Scots before them, and confer all 
the pofts of honour and profit upon the former. They there- 
fore confpircd to kill the King, and to crown Arabella. But 

" wicked and indircfl pra&ifes whearwith 
*« fome fcekc to roifinforme hir Majcfty : 
" but I thanke the Almighty it pleafcth 
" hir Highnefs to oeale molte gracioufly 
«« with me, and by her Majellies com- 
" maundmcnt have liberty to chufe my 
" trends, by whom I may better informe 
" hir Majerty of fome nutters nearely 
4 * concerning my felf and diverfe of the 
" very belt trends you and I have ; theare- 
fore I requeft you molt earnelUy to Je- 
" liver a menage from me to her facred 
•• Majcfty, which mall be greatly to her 
" Majellies contentment, your honour and 
" bchoofe, and is of great importance. 
" It required) great hafte, ana I have 

Superscribed 

» To my honorable and 
" allured good Frend Mr. 
« F.dward Talbott." 



advertifed a rood honorable privy 
counfcllcr that I have fent for you to 
imploy you in hir Majellies fcrvicc, fo 
that you may not excufc your felf, or 
loofe time in your ownc refpeel, whom 
it concerns more wayes then this. And 
of your own honorable dilpofttion I 
doubt not but you would bellow a 
journey hither and fo to the conn for 
my fake. 

" 1 pray you in kindeft manner com- 
mend me to my La. Ogle, and fweet 
Mrs. Talbott whom I am very dcfirous 
to fee, and intreat her to haften you 
hither, for the fooner you come the 
better for us all. 

" Your Father's love and your 

«* faiihfull frend 

" ARBELLA STUART." 



Endorfcd 1 6 Feb. 



• See die article of her in the General DiXionary. 



this 
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this confpiracy being detected, fomc of thofe who were con- 
cerned in it, were capitally punilhed, and the reft obtained the 
King's pardon or a reprieve. 

Thefe tranfactions feem to have occasioned her confinement 
in her own hou fc, and to have impaired both her fortune p and 

Superfcribed, " To the right honorable 
my very good Lord, the Lord Cccill." 

Endorfed, " 22 of June 1603, Lady 
Arbella Stuart to my Lord." 



? The allowance from the crown for 
her maintenance was fo fmall, that (he was 
obliged to write to fecretary Cecill to in- 
tercede with King James in her behalf, as 
I find by the two following letters, which 
I copied from the abovementioned MS. 



" My go°d Lord, 
«' It hath pleafed his Majefty to alter his 
pnrpofe concerning the pennon, where- 
of your Lordlhip writt to me. It may 
pleafe you to move his Majefty that my 
nrefent want may be fupplied by his 
Highnefs with fomme fumme of money, 
which needeth not be annuall, if it 
flail fo feeme good to his Majefty. But 
I would rather make hard ftiifte for the 
prefent, then be too troublefome to his 
Highnefs, who I donbt not will allow 
me maintenance in fuch liberall forte, 
as fhall be for his Majeftys honour, and 
a teftimony to the world, no lefs, of his 
Highneui Princely bounty, then natu- 
ral! affeclion to me. Which good in- 
tention of his Majefties, I doubt not but 



your Lordlhip will further, as you (hall 
fee occafion, whereby your Lordlhip 
(hall make me greatly bounden to you 
as I already acknowledge my felfe to 
be. And fo with humble thankes for 
your honorable letter, I recommend 
your Lordlhip to the protection of the 
Almighty, who fend vou all honour k 
contentment. From Sheene the it of 
June. 

" Your Lordftiips poore frend 
" ARBELLA STUART. 



" My good Lord, 

" I humbly thanck your Lordlhip that 
it will pleafe you amoneft your great af- 
faires to remember my flutes to his Ma- 
jefty for the alteration of my pcnfion, 1 
hope I (hall ihortly have the means to 
aquaint your Lordlhip with it my fell'. 
If I (hould name two thoufand poundes 
for my prefent occafion s it would not 
exceede my neceffity, but I dare not 
prefume to crave any certain fumme but 
referre my felfe wholly to his Majefty '» 
confideration, and allure my felf I (hall 
find your Lordlhip my honourable good 
frend, both in procuring it as foonc, 
and making the fumme as great as may 
be. So with humble than ekes to your 
Lordlhip for your continual) favoures, 
I recommend your Lordlhip to the pro- 
tection of the Almighty. From Shecne 
the 23 of June, 1603. 

" Your Lordftup's poore frend 

" ARBELLA STUART." 



" To the right honorable my very 
" good Lord the Lord Cccyll." 

k her 
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her health. I find it obfervcd (in a letter from Mr. Chamber- 
lain to Sir Ralph Winwood dated 1609.) that " the Lady 
" Arabella's bufinefs (whatfoever it was) is ended, and me 
« rcftored to her former place and grace. The King gave her 
" a cupboard of plate better then 200 1. for a new-years gift, 
«« and a 1000 marks to pay her debts, befides fome yearly 
" addition to her maintenance ; want being thought the chief- 
«' eft caufe of her difcontentment, though Ihe be not altoge- 
" ther free from fufpicionof being collapfed 9 . 

Soon after this ihe was privately married (without King 
James's privity or confent) to Mr. William Seymour, fecond 
ton to the Earl of Hertford ; who was afterwards Earl 
and Marquifs of Hertford, and at length reftored to the Duke- 
dom of Somerfet : Upon the difcovcry of which, they were 
both committed Prifoncrs to the tower of London, where her 
hulband was welcomed by the famous Melvin with the en- 
fuing Latin diftich, in a ftrain of Wit, which that age much 
admired. 

Communis tecum mLhi caufa eft Carceris, Ara- 
bella tibi caufo eft, Araque Sacra mihi. 

" The wit confifts (as the author of the article of her in 
" the Biograpbia Britannica obferves) in the allufion, ground- 
" ed on the lady's name, fignifying in Latin, a fair Altar, and 
" Melvin being committed for the caufe of GOD's Altar, at 
" leaft in his own opinion. This renders it almoft impoflible 
" to translate thefe lines into Englifli, without injuring either 
" the fenfe or the fpirit, which is (fays he) the beft excufe 
" that can be made for the following attempt." 

1 Winwood'* Mrmerials, Vol. III. p. 1 17. 

From 
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From the fame caufe, my woe proceeds and thine, 
Your ALTAR lovely is, and facred mine. 

But the turn of wit (if it may be called fo) in which thofe 
verfes are written, being now quite difcarded, inclines me to 
omit fome other compliments paid to Lady Arabella in the fame 
tafte j particularly by the once famous epigrammatift Mr. John 
Owen, from whom I (hall only inlcrt one (hort copy of verfes, 
with a tranflation done by Mr. Thomas Harvey, who tranfla- 
ted and printed Owen's epigrams An. 1677. 

Si foret in nudis virtus aut gloria verbis, 
In laudes facerem carmina mille tuas. 

Nobilitare poteft noftram tua gloria Mufam } 
At tibi Mufa poteft addere noftra nihil. 

If in bare words were honour, I could raife — 
Could write a thoufand verfes in thy praife : 
My mufe may by thy worth ennobled be, 
But my poor mufe can nothing add to thee. 

After having been in durance about one year, notwithftand- 
ing their being under the care of different keepers, they both 
contrived fo artfully, as to make their efcape at the fame time. 
This gave the court a terrible alarm, and caufed as dreadful 
apprehen/ions there, as if fome fudden invafion, or fome- 
thing of the moft dangerous confequence would enfue. Upon 
this a proclamation was drawn up in very hard and fevere 
terms j but being foftened by the prudence of a great minifter, 
it was inftantly printed and difperfed. As this proclamation 

K k 2 is 
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is not very eafy to be met with, I (hall here give a tranfcript 
of it from Mr. Rymcr's Feedera '. 

" De Proclamatione tangcnte Dominam Arbellam & 
" Willielmum Seymor. 

" Whereas We are given to underftand, that the Lady 
" Arbella and William Seymore fecond fonne to the Lord 
" Bcauchampe, beinge for divers great and hey nous offences 
" committed, the one to our tower of London, and the other 
" to a fpeciall guard, have found the means, by the wicked 
" practices of divers lewd perfons, as namely, Markham, 
" Crompton, Rodney and others, to breake prifon and make 
" efcapeon Monday the third day of June, with an intent to 
" tranfport themfelves into forcigne parts. 

" We doe hereby ftraightly charge and command all per- 
fons whatfocver upon their allegiance and dutie, not only to 
" forbeare to receive, harbor, or a/lift them in their paflage 
" anie way, as they will aunfwer it at their parilles j but upon 
" the like charge and paine, to ufe the beft meanes they can 
" for theire apprehenfion and keeping them in fafe cuftody, 
" which We will take as an acceptable fervice. 

" Given at Greenwich the fowerth daie of June. [ 161 1] 

" per ipfum Regem." 

The manner of their efcape being remarkable ; and as it is 
exactly related in a letter from Mr. John More to Sir Ralph 
Winwood, dated 8th of June, 161 1 I will here give that 
account verbatim. 

* 

» Vol. 16. p»g. 710. • Vid. Wbwood' s Memorial/, vol. III. pages 279, 280, <8i. 

" On 
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" On Monday laft in the afternoon my Lady Arabella lying 
*' at Mr. Corner's houfe near Highgate, having induced her 
" keepers and attendants into fecurity by the fair fliew of con- 
" formity and willingnefs to go on her journey towards Dur- 
" ham, (which the next day (he muft have done,) and in the 

mean time difguiling herfelf by drawing a pair of great 
" French-fafhion'd hofe over her pettycotes, putting on a 
" man's doublet, a man-lyke Perruque with long locks over 
" her hair, a black hat, black cloake, ruflet bootes with red 
" tops, and a rapier by her fiyde, walked forth between three 
" and four of the clock with Mr. Markham. After they had 
" gone a foot a Mile and half to a forry inne, where Cromp- 
" ton attended with their horfes, (he grew very fick and faint, 
" fo as the hoftler that held the ftyrrop, faid, that gentleman 
" would hardly hold out to London. Yet being fet on a good 
" gelding aftride in an unwonted fashion, the Sirring of the 
" horfe brought blood enough into her face, and fo me rid on 
" towards Blackwall ; where arriving about fix a clock, find- 
" ing there in a readinefs two men, a gentlewoman and a 
" chambermaid, with one boat full of Mr. Seimour's and her 
" trunks, and another boat for their perfons, they hafted from 
" thence towards Woolwich. Being come fo for they bade 
«* the watermen row on to Gravefend. There the watermen 
*' were defirous to land, but for a double freight were con- 
" tented to go on to Lee : yet being almoft tyred by the way, 
" they were fain to lye flill at Tilbury whilft the oars went a 
" land to refrefh themfelves. Then they proceeded to Lee, 
*' and by that time the day appeared, they difcovered a (hip 
" at anchor a myle beyond them, which was the French 
" Barque that waited for them : here the Lady would have 
" lien at anchor expecting Mr. Seimour, but through the im- 
" portunity of her followers they forthwith hoifted faile to 

" fea- 
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fea-warde. In the mean while Mr. Seymour with a per- 
ruque nnd beard of black hair, and in a tauny cloth fuit, 
walked alone without fufpicion from his lodging out of the 
great weft-door of the tower, following a cart that had 
brought him billets. From thence he walked along by the 
tower wharfe, by the warders of the fouth gate, and fo to 
the iron gate, where Rodney was ready with oars for to re- 
ceive him. When they came to Lee and found that the 
French fhip was gone, the billows rifing high, they hired 
a fifherman for twenty millings to fet them aboard a certain 
ftiip that they faw under fail. That fhip they found not to 
be it they looked for, fo they made forwards to the next un- 
der faile, which was a fliip of Newcaftle. This, with much 
adoc they hired for forty pounds, to carry them to Calais : 
but whither the Collier did perform his bargain or no, is 
not as yet here known. On Tewfday in the afternoon my 
Lord Trcafurcr being advertifed that the Lady Arabella had 
made an efcape, fent forthwith to the lieutenant of the 
tower to fet ftreight guard over Mr. Seimour ; which he af- 
ter his Tare manner, would thoroughly do, that he would : 
But coming to the prifoner's lodgings he found (to his great 
amazement) that he was gone from thence one whole day 
before. 

" I may not omit in this relation to infert the fimple part 
of two filly perfons ; the one called Tom. Barber fervant to 
Mr. Seimour, (who believing his mafter fpakc bona fide) 
did according to his inftruclions tell every one that came to 
enquire for his mafter, that he was newly betaken to his reft, 
being much troubled with the tooth-ach. And when the mat- 
ter was difcovcred, did ferioufly perfift to perfwade Mr. 
Lieutenant that he was gone but to lie a night with his wife, 
and •would furely return thither of himfelf again. The other 

" a minifters 
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«« a minifters wife attending the Lady; who feeing her 
" miftrefs difguife herfelf and flip away, was trewly perfwaded 
" that me intended but to make a private vijit to her hujband t 
" and did duly attend her return at the time appointed. 

" Now the King and the Lords being much difturbed 
" with this unexpe&ed accident, my Lord Treafurer fent 
" orders to a pinnace that lay at the Downs to put prefently 
«' to fea, firft to Calais Road, and then to fcoure Up the 
" coaft towards Dunkirke. This pinnace fpying the afore- 
" faid French bark which lay lingering for Mr. Seimour, 
" made to her, which thereupon offered to fly towards Calais, 
" and endured 13 (hot of the pinnace before me would 
" ftryke. In this bark is the Lady taken with her followers, 
" and brought back towards the Tower : Not Co forry for her 
*' own reftraint, as (he mould be glad if Mr. Seimour might 
" efcape, whofe welfare flie protefteth to affe<5t much more 
" than her own." 

This unfortunate Lady being clofly confined a prifoner in 
the tower, (he there fpent the remaining part of her life in 
a melancholy retirement, which was attended with fo much 
difquietude as at laft deprived her of her reafon. When 
fhe had been a prifoner four years, (he was happily re- 
leafed from all her forrows by death (tho* not without 
fufpicion of poifon ' ) upon the 27th day of September, 16 1 5, 
and was interred in the vault with Mary Queen of Scots, 
in the chapel of K. Henry the feventh, without any monu- 
mental infeription. Her coffin is now much mattered and 
broken, fo that her flcull and body may be feen ". Dr. 
Richard Corbet Dean of Chrift-Church, and lucceflively 



« See the article of her in the Genera/ • Crul's Aatiq. of Wtftminfter Abbey, 
Didknary. p. Ml. 

Bifhop 
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Bifliop of Oxford and Norwich, compofed the following 
verfes as an epitaph for her \ 

On the Lady ARABELLA. 

How do I thank thee, death, and blefs thy power, 
. That I have pall the guard, and 'fcap'd the tower ! 
And now my pardon is my epitaph, 
And a fmall coffin my poor carcafs hath ; 
For at thy charge, both foul and body were 
Enlarg'd at laft, fecur'd from hope or fear. 
That amongft Saints, This amongft: Kings is laid, 
And what my birth did claim, my death hath paid. 

« Vide his P«m, ptg. 128. Edit. 167*. 
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MARY 



COUNTESS OF PEMBROKE. 



TV /TARY SYDNEY Countefs of Pembroke, was born 
1 V X about the middle of the fixteenth century, and was the 
daughter of Sir Henry Sydney Knight of the Garter, Lord 
Deputy of Ireland, and Lord Prefident of Wales, by the 
Lady Mary eldeft daughter to John Duke of Northumberland * 
and Sifter of the matchlefs Sir Philip Sydney. She had an 
excellent natural Genius: And having the advantages of a polite 
education, when according to the cuftom of that age, litera- 
ture was reckoned a confiderable part of politenefs, the made 
an illuftrious appearance among the literati of that time, who 
have given ample teftimony of her great merit. 

She was married about the year 1 576, to Henry Earl of 
Pembroke, by whom me had iflue William, who fucceeded 
him in his honours, (and from whom the prefent Earl is de- 
fcended) and Philip, and a daughter Anne, who died young. 

Robert Dudley Earl of Leicefter, her uncle, made the 
match for her, and paid part of her fortune, which Sir Henry 
acknowledges as a favour to him, by his letter from Dundalk 
in Ireland, bearing date the 4th of February, 1 576 

y Vid. Mr. Collins's Memein »/ tit fixt to hi» Colledion of the Syohiy Let- 
Lives and Anion) of tbt Sydheyi, pre- ten, p. 97. 

LI Her 
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Her brother Sir Philip Sydney, the ornament of his age and 
country, was fo exceedingly pleafed with her fine genius, and 
extraordinary improvement of it, that he confecrated his inge- 
nious romance (than which perhaps none was ever more cele- 
brated) to this his learned and ingenious Sifter under the title 
of the Count efs of Pembrokes ARC AD 1 A, which has been 
many times printed. And Mr. Abraham Fraunce endeavoured 
to do her honour, by devoting his labours to her j the titles of 
whofe books have induced thofe who never faw the books 
themfelves to think they were of the Counteffes own compo- 
fition. The titles are The Count efs of Pembrokes Tvy church. 
Conteimng the affectionate Life and unfortunate Death of Phi /lis 
and Amyntas : That in a Pafiorall : This in a Funeral : Both 
in EngUJh Hexameters, by Abraham Fraunce 4to Lond. 1591. 
Alfo, The Count efs of Pembrokes Emanuel Containing the 
Nativity, Burial/, and Rcfurreclion of Cbrijl : together with 
certain Pfalms of David. All in Eng/i/h Hexameters, by 
Abraham Fraunce, 4to Lond. 1 59 1 . 

As her genius inclined her to poetry, fo fhe fpent much of 
her time in that way. She tranflated many of the Pfalms into 
Englifh verfe ; which are bound in velvet, and as I am told, 
ftill preferved in the library at Wilton. But then we are in- 
formed by Sir John Harington ", and afterwards by Mr. 
Wood and from him by the late learned Dr. Thomas \ that 
(he was aflifted by Dr. Babington then chaplain to the family, 
and afterwards Bifhop of Worcefter ; for, fay they, 'twas 
more than a woman's ilcill to exprefs the fenfe of the Hebrew 
fo right, as fhe hath done in her verfe ; or more than the 
Englifh or Latin tranflation could give her. This argument 

■ Brief view ef the State of tht Omreb k See his Livts *f tbt Bijbep of Wor- 
of England, p. 128. Ed. 1653. (efltr, p. 221. 

• Vid.^*.CW Vol. I. Col. 183. 

has 
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has likewife been made ufe of by a certain divine to diveft ano- 
ther worthy Lady of the honour of an excellent performance, 
in the compofition of which was mown fome Ikill in that 
primitive language. But why this mould be thought a cogent 
argument to prove it, I am very much at a lofs to know j it 
being not fo much as pretended, fo far as I can be informed, 
that there is more flcill required, or greater difficulties to lie 
met with in acquiring that language, than there is in attaining 
an exact knowledge in the Greek and other tongues, which all 
the world knows numberlefs women have been perfectly well 
verfed in. 

And that the female fex are as capable of learning this as 
any other language, appears fo plain from many undeniable 
in fiances of it, as to render any farther difproof of that afler- 
tion unneceffary. Let thofe who doubt of it, read what St. 
Jerom has recorded of the noble Lady Paula and her daughter 
Euftochium. The Lady Paula's character he folemnly pro- 
fefles himfelf, and that upon a moft folemn occafion, to have 
drawn not in the way of a Panegyric, but to have related every 
thing with the ftricteft veracity j and therefore will net, I hope, 
be fufpected of flattery, when he tells us that (lie, in her old 
age, did fpeedily learn it j and underftood the language fo well 
as to fpeak it \ 

1 Father Simon in the preface to his " learning thofe very tongues in which 
Critical Hijlerj of fit Text of the New- " they were writ. 

Tfftamtnt, fpeaking of the reading of an- I aflcrt nothing, which cannot be 

tient manufcripts fays, "This art, " maintained by the letters of thofe pious 

" whofe difficulty appears fo formidable " ladies, and the anfwers of that learned 
to fome divines in this age, made part " father, who has had oftentimes a diffi- 
" of the occupation of fome ladies in St. " cult talk to fatisfy thofe qucilions they 
'* Jerom's time : who not content to read " propofe, on matters purely critical. St. 
" the fcripturcs in the vulgar tongue, dif- " Jerom had advanced, that the Apoftles 
" perfed among the people, they diligent- " had never cited any paiiiige in the Old- 
** ly enquired after the corrccieft copies, " lef.amtHt, 
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Or if this be referring them too far back to antiquity, let 
them reflect on the extraordinary learning and abilities of Mrs. 
Anna Maria a Schurman j who was not only well lkilled in 
Greek and Latin, but in the Hebrew, Syriac, Arabic, Chaldaic, 
&c. And we are told 4 that Ludovifia Sarracennia, a Phyfician's 
daughter of Lyons, underftood and foake Hebrew and Greek 
at the age of eight years. To let pals many other foreign ex- 
amples, I (hall only obferve that our own Kingdom produced 
feveral women in the laft century, who were famous for their 
fkill in Hebrew, &c. Particularly a young Lady of the 
North family, who was well verfed in the Oriental languages. 
Mrs. Bland a Yorkftiire gentlewoman was fo well lkilled in it, 
that (he taught it to her fon and daughter. Likewife the late 
Mrs. Bury of Briftol, and others, of whom I need fay no more 
here, fince they will be remembred in this catalogue. Betides, 
as the picture of the Countefs rcprefents her with the book of 
P&lms in her hand, it feems to me, to be inconfiftent with 
her modefty, if the performance had not been her own, to 
have been drawn in that manner. Much more might be laid 
upon this head ; but having faid enough to prove that the 
Countefs might poffibly understand the original, and confe- 
quently have learning and judgment enough to give a juft 
translation of the pfalms, I mall proceed in my fhort account 
of her. 

She tranflated and published A Difcourfc of Life and 
Deatby written in French by Philip Morney, done into Englijh 
by the Countefs of Pembroke, dated the 13th of May, 1 590, at 

" Tt/laMtKt, which did not perfectly agree " with the ftrength of her objections. 

" with the Hebrew Text. Euftochium, " Quod cum audiflem, quafi a fortiffinio 

" who perfcdlly underftood the Greek and " pugile percuflus eflcm, czpi tacitos 

" Hebrew languages, oppofed him with " Kfiuare. 

" fuch powerful arguments, that he was * Evelyn's Numifmaia, p. 287. 

" forced to own himfclf almoft overcome 

Wilton. 
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Wilton. Printed at London for William Ponfenby, 1600, i2mo. 
Likewife, 

The Tragedie of Antonie. Doom into Englijh by the 
Count efs of Pembroke t 1 2mo. Land. 1595. This little book 
is not paged, but contains 54 leaves, dated at Ramfbury 26, 
Nov. 1590. 

This great Lady was not only learned herfelf, but appears 
to have been a patronefs of letters, by allowing Dr. Moufett 
a yearly penfion, &c. *. Her generofity this way is acknow- 
ledged by a late induftrious author ' who tells us that " She 
" was not only a lover of the Mufes, but a great encourager 
" of polite learning, which (fays he) is very rarely to be found 
" in any of that fex." 

What induced that writer to make this invidious, and un- 
juft remark, I know not j but this I am fure of, that he muft 
forfeit much of his reputation, if he has any, among all thofe 
who are acquainted with the names of the many foundrefies 
and benefattrefles to both our Univerfities j but more particu- 
larly among the vaft number of the literati who have had, 
and do Hill enjoy, their Liberal Donations. 

This worthy Lady furvived her noble Lord twenty years * ; 
and having lived to a very advanced age, died at her houfe in 
Alderfgate-ftreet, London, the 25th of September, 1621. And 
was buried with the Pembroke family in the chancel of the 
Cathedral Church of Salifbury j but without any monument, 
the want of which is pretty well compenfated for. Her bro- 
ther, Sir Philip Sydney, concludes his defence of Poefie, with 
this curfe in behalf of all poets, on thofe who difregard them. 

• See Atb, Oxtit. Vol. I. Col. 219 and was buried in the Cathedral Church 
' Mr. Giles Jacobin his Livu »f ibt ofSalilbury. D*$&alc» Bar inag t, Vol.11. 

Potti, *c. Vol. I. p. 201 . p. 260. 

• He died «t Wilton, 19 Jan. A. 1601. 

" That 
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" That when you die, may your memory die from the earth, 
u for want of an epitaph." This Lady being quite of a con- 
trary character, hath met with a fuitable fate, and hath had 
her memory thus honoured in lines much more lading than 
marble or brafs ; thefe verfes being dcfigned as an epitaph 
for her. 

Underneath this fable herfe 
Lyes the fubjett of all verfe. 
Sydney's fitter, Pembroke's mother ; 
Death, ere thou hasfkill'd another, 
Fair and learned and good as me, 
Time mall throw a dart at thee. 
Marble pyles let no man raife 
To her Name, for after daics 
Some kind woman born as me 
Reading this, like Niobe, 
Shall turn marble, and become 
Both her mourner and her tomb. 
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ELIZABETH 



COUNTESS OF LINCOLN. 



ELIZABETH Countefs of Lincoln was one of the 
daughters and coheirs of Sir Henry Kncvet, of Charlton 
in the county of Wilts, Knight. She was married to Thomas 
Earl of Lincoln, about the latter end of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, by whom (he had ifltte feven fons, viz. Henry and 
Thomas who died young, Theophilus, Edward, Charles and 
Knevct j Robert who alio died young, and John : And nine 

daughters, viz. Katherinc, who died young, Elizabeth 

Frances wife of John, fon and heir to Sir Ferdinando Gorges, 

Knight. Arabella Lucie, and Anne, who died youn'j, 

Sufann.i, Dorcas and Sarah. She furvived many years her 
noble confort, who died at his cattle of Tatihall in the county 
of Lincoln, the 15 Jan. 16 18, and was buried in the chancel 
of that parifh Church h . 

In the year 162s, Hie published a fmall, but valuable treatiie 
of her own writing, intitled The Countefe of Lificclne's Nur- 
ferie, 4/0 Oxford \ 1 628. This very fcarce tract contains beiides 

fc Vid. Dugdalc's Barsnage,\<i\. I. p. 553.andColIins*5/V<?*j£r, Vol. II. pa^c- 1 20, i ;i . 

the 
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the dedication and preface, 2 1 pages. It is addreffed to her 
daughter-in-law Bridget Countefs of Lincoln ; and is an ex- 
traordinary proof of her good fenfe, it being, as an excellent 
author obferves, a well wrote piece, full of fine arguments, 
and capable of convincing any one, that is capable of convic- 
tion, of the neceflity and advantages of mothers nurfing their 
own children. By her Ladyftiip's fpeaking of it as the firft 
work of her's that ever came in print, one may imagine that 
flic wrote more treatifes ; but what they are, or when (he died, 
1 know not. 




ESTHER 
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ESTHER INGLIS. 



THE writings of illuftrious women which I have hitherto 
taken notice of, are fuch as I hope may recommend 
themfelves to the world by their own intrinfic excellence, and 
good fenfc. In what fort of characters they were indited, and 
how far attended with any external ornament, I cannot in 
many inftances pretend to affirm ; but certain it is that the 
lady of whom I am now going to give an account, did cxprefs 
whatever flie wrote in moft beautiful characters ; and her Cal- 
ligraphy is the chief thing I have to mention concerning her. 
All that fee her writing are aftoniflied at it, upon the account 
of its exactnefs, finenefs, and variety : And many are of opi- 
nion that nothing can be more cxquilite. Gazius 1 , Afcham k , 
Davies, Gething Lyte m , and many others have been cele- 
brated for their extraordinary talent this way j but this lady has 
excelled them all j what flie has done being ulmoft incredible. 
One of the many delicate pieces flie wrote was in the cultody 
of Mr. Samuel Kello her great-grand-ibn, 1 7 1 1 . Others are 
remaining in the cafllc at Edinborough. Mr. Hearnc faw one 
in the hands of Philip Harcourt, Efq; intitled Hiftoria memo- 

1 Vid. Mr. Hea rue's Edit, of Guil. of Athtn*Oxn y Col. 65. 
Neubrigenfis, p. 752. 1 Athene Oxvn. Vol. I. Col. 444. 

* Vid. the Fajli to Mr. Wood's ift vol. * Ibid. Col. 626. 

M m rabilct 
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rabiles Genefis, per Efiheram Inglis Gallam % Edinburgi Anno 
1600. 

In the archives of the library of Chrift's Church in Oxford 
are the Plalms of David written in French with her own hand, 
and prefented to Queen Elizabeth by Mrs. Inglis her felf : and 
were by that renowned Princcfs given to this library. 

In the archives in Bodley's Library arc two more of her 
manufcripts prefcrv'd with great care. One of 'em is intitled 
Lei fix Vingti Gf fix Quatrains de Guy de Four fieur de Pybrac, 
cfirits par EJlher Inglis y pour Jon dernier adieu, ce 2 1 Jour de 
Juin 1617. In the fecond leaf, this in capital letters. " To 
" the right worfhipfull my very lingular friende Jofeph Hall 
" doctor of Divinity, and dean of Worchefter, Efther Inglis 
" wifheth all increafe of true happinefs, Junii xxi, 1617." 
In the third leaf, her head painted upon a card and parted 
upon the leaf. 

The title of the other book is Les Provcrbcs de Salomon 
Efcrites en diverfes Sortes dc Lettres, par Efther Anglois Fran- 
coife. A Lifiebourge en Efcojfe 1599. This delicate per- 
formance gains the admiration of all who fee it : every chap- 
ter is wrote in a different hand ; as is the dedication, and fome 
other things at the beginning of the book which makes near 
forty feveral forts of hands. The beginnings and endings of 
the chapters are adorned with moft beautiful head and tail 
pieces, and the margins are elegantly decorated with the pen, 
in imitation (I fuppofe) of the beautiful old manufcripts. The 
book is dedicated to the Earl of Effex, Queen Elizabeth's 
great favourite. At the beginning are his arms neatly drawn 
with all it's quarterings ; in number 56. In the fifth leaf is her 
own picture done with the pen, in the habit of that time. In 
her right hand a pen, the left refting upon a book opened ; in 
one of the leaves of which is written Del Eternel k bien. 

De 
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De mot U mat, ou rien. On the table before her there is? 
likewife a mufick book lying open : which perhaps intimates 
that me had fome fkill in that art. Under the picture is an 
epigram in Latin made by Andrew Melvin. And on the next 
page another compofed by the lame author, which is as 
follows. 

iEmula naturae manus exprimit una figuras 
Mille, animans piclis Signa pufilla notis, 

Signa creans animata, polum fpirantia figna : 
Qua? pi&urata margine limbus obit. 

Mirumopus: at mage mira Manus ; mira omnia vincit 
Mens manui moderans, dum manus urget opus. 

Andracus Melvinus. 
Thus tranflated into Engltfh. 

One hand dame nature's mimick does exprefs 
Her larger figures, to the life, in lefs. 
In die rich border of her work do ftand, 
Afrefli created by her curious hand, 
The various figns and planets of the (ky, 
Which feem to move and twinkle in our eye. 
Much we the work, much more the hand admire, 
Her fancy guiding this does raifc our wonder higher. 

There is in the fame page another epigram upon her by 
John Johnfton. 

In the royal library D. XVI. ' EJlber Inglis's Fifty Emblems, 
finely drawn and written : a Lijlebourg en Efco/Je, tan 1624. 



» Sec Mr. Cafley's Catabgut of the Klngt Manufcriptt, p. 270. 

M m 2 It 
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It appears from the two laft mentioned books (one of which 

was wrote in the year 1599, the other in 1624, in both of 
which (he writes her name Inglis) that me lived unmarried 
till Hie was about forty : and then 1 find by a memorandum 
made by my late friend Mr. Hcarne, in a fpare leaf at the 
beginning of her manufcript of the Proverbs of Solomon, that 
(he was married to Mr. Bartholomew Kello, a Scotch-man ; 
by whom Hie had a fon named Samuel Kello, who was educated 
in Chrift Church college, Oxon. He was afterwards minifter 
of Speckfliall in Suffolk to his dying day. His fon, Mr. Sa- 
muel Kello, was fword-bearer of Norwich, and died April the 
4th, 1709. Attefted to Mr. Hearne, by Mr. Samuel Kello 
of London, fon to the faid Mr. Samuel Kello the fword- 
bearer, September the 1 6th, 1 7 1 1 . 

What other things (he may have wrote, how long (he liv'd, 
or when Hie dy'd, I know not ; nor any thing more concern- 
ing her ; unlefs the friendfhip (he contracted with Birtiop Hall, 
was the occafion of tranfplanting her pofterity to Norwich. 
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LADY 



ELEANOR DAVIES. 



LADY ELEANOR DAVIES was born about the latter 
end of Queen Elizabeth's, or the beginning of King 
James the lirft's reign. She was the fifth daughter of Lord 
George Audley Earl of Caftlehaven, by Lucy his wife, daugh- 
ter of Sir James Mervin, of Fontell in the county of Wilts, 
Knight. She had, according to the cuftom of that and the 
preceding age, a learned education ; and was then the fubject 
of much difcourfe, even from the Prince to the Peafant, tho' 
now almo/l wholly forgotten. She was married fir ft to Sir 
John Davies, the King's firft ferjeant at law in England, and 
attorney general in Ireland, by whom (he was the mother of 
one fon, who was a perfect ideot, and died young ; and of one 
daughter named Lucy °. Soon after the death of Sir John 
Davies, fhe was married to Sir Archibald Dowglas ; but fecms 
not to have lived very happy with either of her hulhands the 

• She is laid by Mr. Phillips, in his a MS. life of her father (penes me) drawn 

Ibtatrum Pottarum, to have been a lady up by Sir William lc Neve, but in the 

of great learning and accomplifhmcnts. hand writing of Sir William Dugdalc. 
She was married to Ferdinando Earl of 

Huntingdon, who in the time of his Lucida vis oculos tencriperftrinxit amantis; 

courtlhip complimented her with the fol- Ncc tamen erravit, nam via dulcis crat. 
lowing Latin DiAich, which I met with in 

occafion 
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occafion of which being of a very lingular nature, and 

known to but very few people, 1 mall give it in her own words 
(tho' often very myfterious) from an exceeding fcarce pamphlet, 
which (lie wrote and printed (by ftealth) with the following 
title. The Lady ELEANOR her APPEAL. Prefent this to 
Mr. Mace the Prophet of the mcji High, his Mejfenger. Printed 
in the year 1646. Ato without cither printer's name, or place 
where printed, contains forty pages; and concludes with this 
Anagram, 

REVEAL O DANIEL. 
ELEANOR AUDELEY. 

" A few days before the death of King James, An. 1625, 
" there came a Scotilh lad to this citv, about the age of 
" thirteen, one GEORGE CARR by name, otherwife called 
" the dumb boy or Fortuneteller, fo tcrm'd, that fpake not 
" for fume fpace of time, with whom it was my hap, upon 
" a viiir, to meet, where fome of them would needs fend for 
" this boy ; although few more jealous of fuch acquaintance 
" or fparing, yet able to difcern between fuch a one and im- 
" poltures, making bold before my departure thence, todireft 
11 him the way to my houfe, where care mould be taken of 
" him, not the lefs becatife a flranger ; accordingly who there 
" abode, where no iimple people, but expert and learned as 
" any, try'd no few conclufions ; fome inftanced as here : 
" Sometimes who would take the bible or a chronicle, and 
" open it, and clofe it again, then caufe the aforefaid youth 
" to fliew by fjgns and fuch like dumb demonftrations, what 
" was contained therein ; which things he fo cxprefs'd and 
" acted, as were it a pfalm or vcrfe then feigned to ling, though 

" faw 
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" faw not a letter of the book j and fometime that fuddenly 
" behind him would blow a horn, whereat never fo much as 
" changed his look, feemed fo hard of hearing. And again 
" thus, to found him farther, one muft flop his ears fall, and 
" then what two whifpered at the other end of the gallery, he 
" muft declare what they fpake in the ear, as often as they 
" pleafed feveral times. 

" Having by this time gotten a whittling voice, as plain as 
" any can lpeak, like a bird j before that had ufed figns for 
" the fpace of three months, then no longer dumb and deaf. 

" To conclude, whatfoever it were he able to manifeft it, 
" whether contained in letters inclofed in cabinets, or by num- 
" bering how many pence or pepper corns in a bag or box 
" before it was opened, or any thing of that kind fit for the 
" vulgar capacity too, or when he was brought into any place 
" amongft ftrangers, one mould write in feveral papers every 
" ones name, and he muft give them accordingly to each his 
14 own name, at firft making as though he were in fome 
" doutt which way to beftow himfelf, where the chief divines 
" of the city prefent, fome of them beftowing a milling on 
" him, without farther confidcration thought it fumcient &c. 
" whil ft others of that calling as liberal of their flandcrous 
" tongues ; that no longer might he be harboured in our 
" houfe, liken'd to Fryer RUSH, fervants had fo incenfed 
" their mafters, fetting all on fire, with juftices of peace and 
" church-men, giving out he was a vagrant, a counterfeit, or 
" a witch. Immediately upon which the fpirit of prophefy 
" falling likewife upon me, then were all vexed worfe than 
" ever, ready to turn the houfe upfide down, laying this to 
" his charge too ; when laying afide houftiold cares all, and 
" no converfation with any but the word of God, firft by con- 
" ference with the prophet Daniel, c. 8. v. 13. I found out 

" this 
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" this place" Then I heard one Saint [peaking unto another Saint ', 
faid unto that certain Saint which fpake (in the Orinal) to wit, 
the numbcrer of fecrets, or the wonderf ul number er ( Hebrew 
Palmoni) How long the vifon concerning the daily, and the 
tranfgrejjion making deflate, to give the ho/le, &c. And he 
faid unto me, unto two thoufand and three hundred days, 
Jhall the fancluary be cleanfed. 

11 The fum of it is this, as much to fay, inquired of 
" fuch a one that fpake not at firft, how long from the vifion 
11 before this prophelie mail be revealed, or whether I mould 
" be able, &c. as now about two thoufand two hundred years 
u complete lince the captivity, as here anfwered," O fon of 
man, for at the time of the end it Jhall be : behold, I will 
make thee know in the lafl end of the indignation, for at 
the time appointed fall be the end. ' Dan. cap. 8. Then 
follow an account of her prophefics : fome of which being 
committed to writing, me with her own hands delivered and 
prefented them to Archbimop Abbot, " which book (fays 
M Hie) was facrificed by my firft humand's hand ; thrown into 
" the fire ; whofe doom I gave him in letters of his own 
" name (John Daves, Joves Hand) within three years to 
" expedt the mortal blow ; fo put on my mourning garment 
" from that time : when about three days before his fudden 
" death, before all his fervants and friends at the table, gave 
" him pafs to take his long fleep, by him thus put off," I pray 
weep not while I am alive, and I will give you leave to laugh 
when I am dead. Accordingly which too foon came to pals, 
11 for contrary to a folemn vow, within three months married 

r The inaccuracy of thefe tranferints herfclf tells as, that (he was not allowed 
from the book of Daniel, may be fuppofed the ufe of the Bible in the time of her 
to have l> c:. occafioned by her being confinement, 
obliged to truft to her memory : for flic 

*i to 
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w to another hu(band, who efcapcd not fcotfrcc: he likewife 
" burning my book another manufcript," A Remembrance to 
the King, for beware great Brit aim blow at band. This her 
fecond hulband (of whofe ill treatment, as well as of her firft 
huihand's on account of her predictions, (lie makes great 
complaints) died July 28th, 1644, aged 44, and was buried 
in St. Pancras church. 

" About two years after the marriage of King Charles, I 
" (fays me) waiting on the Queen as (he came from mafs or 
" evening fervice, All-Saints day, to know what fervice /lie 
" pleafed to command me, the firft queftion was, when Jbe 
" Jhould be with child ? I anfwered, Oportet habere tempus, in- 
" terpreted by the Earl of Carlifle : and the next, what fuc- 
*' cefs the Duke would have, who (the Queen faid) was intrench- 
" ing, and much forwardnefs in ? Anfwered again, as for 
" his honor, of that he would not bring home much, but 
" his perfon mould return in fafety with no little fpeed j which 
" to neither fide gave content, fatisfied not his friends, much 
" lefs fuch as look'd after his death. 

" Befides, [mewing (he mould have a fon] told the Queen, 
" for a time (he mould be happy, but bow long faid (he ? I 
" told her fixteen years, that was long enough. But by the 
" King's coming in, our difcourfe interrupted, faying, be beard 
" bow I foretold my former hujband of bis death fome three days 
" before it : Said I, I told him of a certain fervant of your 
*' Majeftics, one extraordinary proper, &c. that forthwith was 
" to come upon earned bufine(s to me j and that he afked 
" me the next day before his death, when I expected my 
«« gentleman : To which his Majefty replied, That was the 
" next way to break bis heart, who was pleafed fo much to 
'* commend my choice without expecting any. And fo that 
" time twelve months the Queen conceived of a fon j and 

N n " although 
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" although had forgotten me, yet fome about her I informed, 
" that her Ton mould go to chriftening and burying in a day. 
" [coming before her time]. 

" And the Duke accordingly too mifcarrying, arrived fafcly 
" the week after I had been there." But whatever opinion 
the Queen might have of Lady Eleanor's prophetic fpirit, his 
Majelly appears to have been by no means pleafed with the 
ufe fhe made of it 5 and therefore, upon her taking a houfe 
at St. James's, fentMr. Kirk (one of his bed-chamber) to her, 
to inform her of his difpleafure, and that, if (he did not leave 
off her predictions in relation to his affairs, he would take ano- 
ther courfe." To which (fays (he) my anfwer was, I would 
" take my courfe againft him, namely Sir Archibald Dowglas, 
" that had burnt my papers to purchafe his favour, and that 
" he and all mould know mortly. 

" In the conclufion Mr. Kirk faid, He toes not carried with 
" the vulgar ; but prayed me to tell him whether the King jhould 
" have a fon or no : unwilling to fend him empty away, aflured 
" him a fon, and a ftrong child ; which he not (paring to 
" impart, accordingly folemnized with bonefires, &c." But 
this fpirit of divination proved extreamly unfortunate to her, 
and occasioned her infinite vexation and trouble j for, on ac- 
count of fome more prophefies which (he had got printed 
abroad, and for drawing up a petition, &c. I find the follow- 
ing order. 

" From the court of White-hall* &c. 

" His majefty doth cxprefly command the Lord Arch- 
•* biftiop's Grace, and his comrnimoners for caufes ecclefiaitical^ 
that the petitioner be forthwith called before them for pre- 

«* fuming 
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" fuming to imprint the faid book, and for preferring this de- 
" teftable petition. 

« SIDNEY MONTAGUE.". 

Of the proceedings againft her me herfelf gives the follow- 
ing account. " And of the forefaid reference, thus, favc 
" reverence his grace the foreman of the jury, 1633, Oft. 23. 
" command firft a candle, he that would not be warned ; but 
" faid," No more of that ; burnt the book, faying, my Lords, 
I have made you a fmootber of doomfday, to oe in fucb a year 
about Candlemas \ till then Jfte takes time enough : What fhall 
ive do next ? " when with one voice." Let her be fined three 
thoufand pounds, excommunicated, no bible allowed her, or pen 
and ink, or woman fervant j carry her away, " as by a war- 
" rant under twelve hands, confined to the gatehoufe for ever, 
" where kept a clofe prifoner for two years, the Lords day 
" unknown from another, the reft for brevity and modefty 
" fake difmuTed." 

Dr. Heylin in his life of Archbifhop Laud ' gives us the 
following relation concerning her. " And that the other fer 
" (feys he) might whet their tongues upon him alfo, the Lady 
" Davies, the widow of Sir John Davies Attorney General 
" for King James in Ireland, fcatters a prophefy againft him. 
" This Lady had before fpoken fomething unluckily of the 
*' Duke of Buckingham, importing, that he ftiould not live 
*' till the end of Auguft, which raifed her to the reputation of 
«* a Cunning Woman amongft the ignorant people : and now 
" [1634] (he prophefies of the new Archbilhop, that he 

' It ought (in juftice to the Lady) fhc nredifted, viz. January io> 1644- 
to be obferved, that the Archbi(hop ' Part the fecond, p. 266. 
died very near that time of the year which 

N n 2 " fliould 
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u fhould live but few days after the fifth of November ; for 
" which and other prophefies of a more mifchievous nature, 
" me was after brought into the court of high-commiftion ; 
" the woman being grown fo mad, that (he fancied the fpirit 
" of the prophet Daniel to have been infufed into her body : 
" and this flie grounded on an Anagram which me made of 
" her name, viz. ELEANOR DA VIES: REVEAL 
" O DANIEL. And though it had too much by an L, 
" and too little by an S ; yet (he found Daniel and Reveal in 
" it, and that ferved her turn. Much pains was taken by this 
" court to difpoffefs her of this fpirit ; but all would not do, 
" till Lamb, then dean of the arches, mot her through and 
" through with an arrow borrowed from her own quiver : 
** for whilft the Bimops and Divines were reafoning the point 
" with her out of holy fcriptures, he took a pen into his 
" hand, and at laft hit upon this excellent Anagram, viz. 
u DAME ELEANOR DAVIES : NEVER SO MAD 
" A LADY : which having proved to be true by the rules 
" of art, madam faid he, I fee you build much on Anagrams* 
u and I have found out one which I hope will fit you : This 
*' faid, and reading it aloud, he put it into her hands in writ- 
" ing, which happy fancy brought that grave court into fuch 
41 a laughter, and the poor woman thereupon into fuch a con- 
" fufion, that afterward me grew cither wifer, or was Jefs 
" regarded." 

Akho* what the Lady and the Doctor have delivered, may 
appear to have been two cafes ; both from the chronology, and 
the difagreement of their relations j yet upon due reflection I 
fancy both may be refolved into one. For when 'tis confidered 
that (he was in durance in the year 1634, and her confinement 
fo clofe and ftrict that me was not allowed the bible, pen, ink, 
maid fervant, &c. docs it look probable that fhe could then 

write 
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write and difperfe prophefies ? Or, if flie had been brought 
out of prifon to have been examined about a fecond tranfgrellion 
of the fame nature ; would not (he hcrfclf, or the Archbifhop's 
excellent champion and advocate Dr. Hcylin, have taken notice 
of it ? Bcfides, as the Dr. feems to have compofed his Cypri- 
anus Anglicus, after he was blind, he might poflibly truft to 
his memory in this affair, as thinking it a thing of no vaft im- 
portance, which in all probability occafioncd thofc miftakes. 
And fince it appears from both, that her predictions relating to 
Archbifliop Laud, were part of the caufes alleged againft her ; 
from hence I am almoft tempted to conclude that thofe two 
accounts, tho' differently related, are but one and the fame 
thing. 

I might have added more of her predictions from the above- 
mentioned book, but perhaps enough, if not too much, has 
been faid already upon this fubject. I fhall only obferve, that 
notwithstanding the doctor's fpeaking of her with fuch an air 
of contempt ; and the fevere cenfure of the court of high- 
commiffion ; yet others, and thofe men of no mean repute, 
fpeak highly in her commendation. " As for her chara&er, 
" there needs little more to be faid, (fays the continuator of 
" Sir Richard Baker's Chronicle ' ) than to repeat what has 
" been delivered concerning her by the elegant pen of the 
" learned Dr. Peter Du Moulin." She was (faith he) Erudita 
fupra fexum, mitis infra fortem. Learned above her Jex t 
bumble below ber fortune, having a mind fo great and noble, that 
frofperity could not make it remifs, nor ber deepefl adverftty 
caufe ber to Jhrink or difcover the leafl pufillanimity or dejcElion 
of fpirit , being full of the leve of God, to that fu/nefs, the 
fmiling world could not add, nor the jrewning from it detracl. 



• p. 635. Edit. 1670. 
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" Hence, as from a living fpring, flowed a full dream of 
" chriftian graces, redounding to the benefit of many, as well 
" as to her own comfort. She had a finenefs of wit, but fo 

tempered with prudence and confolation, that (he early ad- 
" difted her fclf to lerious fpeculation, and the ftudy of divine 
" truths: wherefore, fince our Saviour bids us examine (efpe- 
" cially in thefc cales) the tree by the fruit, we recommend 
" it to the confederation of the judicious, whether a perfon lb 
" qualified and fo addicted, might not with moft equity be 
*' judged on this occafion, to have been favoured with fomc 
,l beam of a divine knowledge of future things ; certain it is, 
" that not only in the abovementioned, but in divers other 
" events both of private and publick concernment, her prc- 
" dictions proved undoubtedly true ; in the moft flourilhing 
** condition of the nation ihe foretold its unparallerd troubles, 
" and in the depth of thole troubles Ihe foretold the happy re- 
" ftoration to peace and fettlement, and in every one Ihe long 
" before prefixed the time of their accomplifliment." 

The year before her death Ihe got printed of her own com- 
pofition, a pamphlet entitled, Toe Reftitution of Prophecy, 
that Buried Talent to be revived. By the Lady Eleanor. 
Printed in the year 1651, 4to. It contains (belides the pre- 
face) 52 pages, without either the printer's name, or place 
where printed. 

The greateft part of this tratt is very obfeure, excepting 
thofe parts of it which are merely hiftorical, in which are laid 
very levere things againft the profecutors of herfelf, and her 
family. 

She died in the year 1652. 
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KATHERINE CHID LEY. 



I can trace cut but very little concerning this writer; who 
appears to have been a moil violent independant } and to 
have fought as furioufly for that caufe, as ever did Pentbefilea 
(the celebrated Amazonian Queen) in defence of the Trojans, 
as is very evident from a trcatifc which (he wrote and publim'd 
with the following title. The Juflif cation of the Independant 
Churches of Cbriji. Being an anfwer to Mr. Edwards his booke y 
which be hath written againjl the government of Cbriji' s Church, 
and toleration of Chrijl's publick worjbip ; briefly declaring that 
the congregations of the Saints ought not to have dependancie in 
government upon any other j or direction in worjhip ftom any 
other than Cbriji their head and law giver, by KATHERINE 
CHIDLETy 4/0. 1 64 1. This pamphlet contains 8 1 pages 
in a pretty fmall character, betides a preface and an anfwer to 
Mr. Edwards's introduction. Whether Mr. Edwards ever 
anfwered this piece, I know not ; But in his Gangrana 1 1 find 
the following words concerning this his female antagonift. 
*' Katherine Chidley about Auguft laft came to Stepney, 
•* (where fhe hath drawn fome people to Brownifm) and was 
'* with Mr. Greenhill, where (he with a great deal of Vio- 
" lence and bitterr.efs fpake againft all minifters and people^ 
" that meet in our churches, and in places where any idola- 

* Part I. pages, 79, Bo. Ed. Lond. 1646. 4 to, 

« trou* 
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<r trous ferviccs have been performed : Mr. Greenhill anfwered 
" her by fcripture, and laboured to reduce to a fhort head all 
" (lie had fpoken, alking her if this were not the fum, namely, 
c< that it was unlawful to worlhip God in a place which had 
" been ufed or let apart to idolatry, under the names of faints 
** and angels j (he would not hold to the dating of the quef- 
" tion, but running out, Mr. Greenhill to convince her, told 
" her that all England had been fet apart in this way and 
" manner to St. George, and Scotland to St. Andrew, and fo 
" other kingdoms to other Saints ; fo that by her grounds it 
" was unlawful to worfhip God in thefe, and fo by confe- 
" quence any where in the world ; but inftead of being 
" fatisfied or giving any anfwer, fhe was fo talkative and cla- 
" morous, wearying him with her words, that he was glad 
" to go away, and fo left her." Whether me wrote any 
thing more, or what became of her afterwards, I know not 
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COUNTESS OF BRIDGWATER. 



ELIZABETH Countefs of Bridgwater, has fuch an ex- 
traordinary character given of her in her monumental 
infcription, that being come to that period of time in which 
(he lived, I am unwilling to pafs her over in filence. I have 
fearched very carefully, tho' ineffectually, for fome concurrent 
teftimonies of her merit : but as I cannot add any thing to the 
account given of her, in her epitaph, fo neither will it be 
thought much wanting, in the opinion of thofc who are fo 
candid as to fuppofc that infcription to have been drawn up, 
rather with a view of doing juftice, than of doing honour to 
her memory. I mall therefore tranferibe it as I find it printed 
in Sir Henry Chauncey's Hiftory and Antiquities of Hertford- 
/hire and Mr. Collins's Peerage *, from a monument in the 
church at Gaddeiden in that county. 



" P a g cs » SSJ> 5> r >- * Vol. I. pages, 609, 610. 
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D. D. 

To the facred memory of the late tranfcendently virtuous Lady, 
now glorious Saint, the Right Honourable Elizabeth, Coun- 
tefs of Bridgwater. 

She was fecond daughter to the Right Honourable IVtlliam, 
Marquis of Newcajlle, and wife to the Right Honourable fohn, 
Earl of Bridgwater, and whofe family fie hath enriched with 
a hopeful iffue, fx fons, viz. John Vifcount Brackley, her 
eldejl j Sir William Egerton, fecond fon, both Knights of the 
honourable order of the Bath ; Mr. Thomas Egerton, her third', 
Mr. Charles Egerton, her fourth ; Mr. Henry Egerton, her 
fifth Mr. Steward Egerton, her fixth fon j and three daughters, 
viz. Mrs. Frances Egerton, her eldejl ; the Lady Elizabeth, 
her fecond j and the Lady Catherine Egerton her third daughter, 
lies here interred, dying in their infancy ; the rejl are fill the 
living pictures of their deceafed mother, and the only remain- 
ing comforts of their difconfolate father. 

She was a Lady in whom all the accompli fments both of body 
and mind, did concur to make her the glory of the prefent, and 
example of future ages : Her beauty was fo unparallel d, that 
it is as much beyond the art of the mojl elegant pen, as it Jur- 
paffetb the Jkill of fever al the mojl exquijite penjils (that at- 
tempted it ) to defer ibe, and not to difparage it : f:e had a win- 
ning, and an attraclive behaviour, a charming difcourfe, a mojl 
obliging converfation : fie was fo courteous and affable to all 
perfons, that fie gained their love, yet not fo familiar to ex- 
pofe herfelf to contempt : fie was of a noble and generous foul, 
yet of fo meek and humble a difpofition, that never any woman 
of her quality was greater in the world's opinion, and lefs in 
her own j the rich at her table daily tajlcd her hofpitality } the 

poor 



Digitized by Googl 



COUNTESS OF BRIDGWATER. 285 

poor at ber gate her charity j her devotion mofi exemplary \ if not 
inimitable j witnefs ( be/ides federal other occafional meditations 
and prayers full of the holy tranfports and raptures of a 
fanclified foul) ber divine meditations upon every particular 
chapter in the bible, written with ber own band, and never ('till 
Jince her death J feen by any eye but her own, and ber then dear, 
but now forronuful bujband, to the admiration both of ber emi- 
nent piety in compcjing, and of ber modejly in concealing. 
Then foe was a mofi affeElionate and obferving wife to her buf- 
band, a mojl tender and indulgent mother to her children, a mofi 
kind and bountiful mifirefs to her family. In a word, Jbe was 
Jo fuperlatively good, that language is too narrow to exprefs 
her deferred character ; her death was as religious as her life 
was virtuous : On the 24th day of June, in the year of our 
Lord, 1663, of ber own age 37, fie exchanged her earthly 
coronet for an heavenly crown. 

> 

Pro v. 31. 28, 29. 

" Her children rife up and call her blejfed, ber bujband alfo, 
" and be praifetb ber : 

" Many daughters have done virtuoufly, but thou ex cell- 
" efl them all." 

To make her character more confummate, I will add, 
that her noble Lord defired no other memorial of himfelf 
after his deceafe, but only this. 



Tba t having ( in the 1 gtb year of his age J married the Lady 
Elizabeth Cavendish, daughter Jo the then Earl, jince 
Marquefs, and after that Duke of Newcafile, be did enjoy (al- 

O 0 2 mojl 
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mojl 22 years) all the happinefs that a man could receive in 
the fwcet fociety of the bejl of wives, till it pleafed God, in 
the 44th year of his age, to change his great felicity into as 
great mifery, by depriving him of his truly loving and intirely 
beloved wife, who was all bis worldly blifs ; after which time 
humbly fubmitting to, and waiting on the will and pkafure of 
the Almighty, he did forrowfully wear out 23 years 4 months 
and 12 days, and then on the 26th day of Ocloler, in the year 
of our Lord, 1686, and in the t\th year of his own age, 
yielded up bis foul into the merciful band of God who gave it. 
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KATHERINE PHILIPS. 



KATHERINE PHILIPS, the celebrated ORINDA, 
was the daughter of John Fowler of BucklerfiSury in 
in London, Merchant, by Katherine his wife, daughter of 
Daniel Oxenbridge Dr. of Phyfic $ was born in the parifli 
of St. Mary Wool-church in London % and was baptized 
there, on the eleventh of January, 1631. Mr. Aubrey tells 
us (in a MS. of his, in Mr. Aflimole's ftudy, num. 18. fol. 23.) 
that Hie had the early part of her education from her coufin 
Mrs. Blacket. At eight years of age, flie was removed to a 
fchool at Hackney, and foon made great improvements under 
the care of Mrs. Salmon ; fo great, that whoever reads the 
account that Mr. Aubrey gives of her at that time of her life, 
will look upon all her fucceeding progrefs in learning, to be 
no more than what might juftly be expected. He tells us, 
" that (lie was very apt to learn ; and made verfes when flic 
" was at School ; that (he devoted herfclf to religious duties 
" when flie was very young : that fhe would then pray by 
" herfelf an hour together : that fhe read the bible through 
" before (he was full four years old : that flic could fay by 

" So Mr. Wood in his jUb. Oxon. Vol. age. This account brings her birth two 

II. Coll. 4.02, and 403. But Mr. Giles vears later than Mr. Wood has plated it. 

]acob m his Liiao/ f I* Engfi/J- Petti, Vol. viz. 1633. But I chufc to follow Mr. 

I. p. 201. (by what authority I know not) Wood's account, as mod authentic, be- 

fays that fhe was born in Brecknock (hi re ; caufc taken from the parilh regifter. 
and that flic died in the 31ft. year of her 

" heart 
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" heart many chapters, and paflages of fcripture : was a fre- 
" quent hearer of lermons, which me would bring away in- 
" tire in her memory ; and would take fermons verbatim, 
" when (he was but ten years old." She became afterwards 
a perfect miftrefs of the French tongue ; and learned the Ita- 
lian under the tuition of her ingenious and worthy friend Sir 
Charles Cottrell. She was inftrucled in the prefbyterian prin- 
ciples, which fhe deferted, as appears by her writings, as foon 
as (he became capable of judging for hcrfelf ; and afterwards 
became a great Royalift, and faithful daughter of the church 
of England. She was married to James Philips of the Priory 
of Cardigan, Efq; about the year 1 647. By this gentleman (he 
had one fon, who died in his infancy ; and one daughter, 
married to ■ Wogan, Efq; a gentleman of Pembrokefhire. 
She proved a moft excellent wife, not only by a ftrict obfer- 
vancc of all conjugal duties, but in being highly ferviceable to 
him in affairs, in which few wives are fuppofed capable of 
ferving their hufbands : for his fortune being much encumbred, 
(he by her powerful intereft with Sir Charles Cottrell, and 
other great friends j and by her good fenfe, and excellent way 
of negotiating his affairs, did, in the few years flie lived with 
him, in a great meafure extricate him out of the embarraf- 
ments and difficulties in which he was involved. In a letter to 
Sir Ch. Cottrell having fpoke of her hulband in the moft 
refpectful terms, and of his willingncfs to forward her journey 
to London, in order to fettle his pcrplex'd affairs, flic adds, — 
" And I hope God will enable me to anfwer his expectations, 
«' by making me an inftrument of doing him fome handfome 
" fervice, which is the only ambition I have in the world, 
" and which I would purchafe with the hazard of my life. 

r Sec her Lttttn, p. 243. 

" lam 
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" I am exceedingly obliged to my Lady Cork for remembring 
" me with fo much indulgence, for her great defire to be 
" troubled with my company ; but above all, for her readi- 
" nefs to aflift my endeavours for ANTENOR', which is 
" the moft generous kindnefs can be done me." 

As fhe was born with a genius to poetry, fo (lie began to 
improve it early in life, and compofed many poems upon va- 
rious occafions for her own amufement in her recefs at Car- 
digan, and retirement elfewhere. Thefc being difperfed 
among her friends and acquaintance, were by an unknown 
hand collected together and published in 8vo. 1663, without 
her knowledge or confent. This ungentcel and ungenerous 
treatment, proved fo oppreffive to her great modefty, that it 
gave her a fevere fit of illnefs. Upon this occafion me poured 
out her complaints in a long letter a to Sir Ch. Cottrell, in 
which flie laments in a moft affecting manner the misfortune, 
and the injuries which had been done to her, by this fur- 
reptitious edition of her poems. 

Her remarkable humility, good nature, and agreeable con- 
vcrfation, greatly endeared her to all her acquaintance j and 
her ingenious and elegant writings, procured her the friend- 
ship and correfpondence of many learned and eminent men, 
and of perfons of the firft rank in England : and upon her 
going into Ireland with the Vifcountefs of Dungannon, to 
tranfact her hufbands affairs there, her great merit foon made 
her known to, and eftecmed by, thofe illuftrious peers Ormond, 
Orrery, Rofcommon, and many other perfons of diftinclion, 
who paid a great deference to her worth and abilities, and 
flic wed her fingular marks of their efteem. While Hie was 

* A feigned name, by which (he ufed edit, of her works. Alfo in her collection 
to call her hu/band. of Letters, p. 227. And lilccuifc in the 

1 Printed in the preface to the folio Qtntral Diciknary Art. Philip*. 

in 
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in that Kingdom, at the prefllng importunity of the above- 
mentioned noblemen, but more particularly Lor,d Rofcommon, 
(lie tranQatcd out of die French of Corneille into Englifli the 
Tragedy called Pcmpev, which was brought upon the Irirti 
flage fomewhat againft her inclination : however, it was fe- 
veral times acted in the new theatre there with very great 
applaiue in the year 1663 and 64, in which lait year it was 
made publick. It was afterwards acted with great commenda- 
tion at the Duke of York's Theatre, 1678. This play is dedi- 
cated to the Countefs of Cork. Lord Rofcommon wrote the 
prologue, wherein he thus compliments the ladies and the 
tranflator. 



— You bright nymphs, give Caifar leave to woo, ; 
The greateft wonder of the world, but you ; 
And hear a Mufe, who has that Hero taught 
To fpeak as gen'roufly, as e'er he fought. 
Whole eloquence from fuch a Theme deters 
All tongues but Englifh, and all Pens but hers. 
By the julr. Fates your fex is doubly bleft, 
You conqucr'd Cajfar, and you praife him beft. 

She alio tranflated from the French of Corneille, a Tragedy 
called Horace. Sir John Denham added a fifth act to this 
play, which was reprefented at court by perfons of quality. 
The Duke of Monmouth fpokc the prologue in which are 
thele lines. 

So foft, that to our fhame we underftand 
They could not fall but from a lady's hand. 
Thus while a woman Horace did tranflate, 
Horace did rife above the Roman fate. 

I mull 
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I muft not forget to add that while (he was in Ireland, flic 
was very happy in -carrying on a former intimacy with the 
famous Dr. Jercmv Taylor, the worthy Biihop of Down and 
Connor j who had fome time before done her much honour 
by writing and publi/hing A Difcourfe of the nature, offices and 
meafures of friendfliif^ with rules of conducting it. In a letter 
to the inofl ingenious and excellent Mrs. KATHERINE 
PHILIPS*. 'Tis pofliblc his acquaintance with Mrs, 
Philips might contribute much towards the good opinion he 
entertained of the female fex : 'tis certain he was a great ad- 
vocate for them ^ and, as fo worthy and grave a prelate cannot 
he fuppofed, even when writing to a Lady, to deal in compli- 
ments only, and not to fpeak his real fentiments ; I am per- 
fwaded my female readers will not be difpleafed with me, if 
I here infert at length a paragraph from the difcourfe, it being 
fo valuable a testimony of their merit. " But by the way 
" Madam, you may fee how much I differ from the morofity 
" of thofc Cynics who would not admit your fex into the 
" communities of a noble friendilup. I believe fome wives 
" have been the beft friends in the world ^ and few ftories can 
«* out-do the noblenefs and piety of that Lady that fuck'd 
" Jthe poifonous purulent matter from the wound of our brave 
" prince in the Holy-Land, when an aifafline had pierced him 
" with a venom'd arrow : and if it be told that women can- 
" not retain counfcll, and therefore can be no brave friends j I 
" can beft confute them bv the ftory of Porcia, who being 
" fearful of the weaknefs of her fex, ftabbed herfclf into the 
" thigh to try how me could bear pain ; and finding her felf 
" conftant enough to that fufferance, gently chid her Brutus 

b This letter was firft printed in twelves editions of hii Po/enim! and murai Jlf- 
>^S9. And afterwarJs in the fevcral iour/u. 
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" for not daring to truft her, fince now fhe perceived, that no 
" torment could wreft that fecret from her, which Oat hoped 
" might be entrufted to her. If there were not more things 
" to be faid for your fatisfaclion, I could have made it dif- 
" putable whether have been more illuftrious in their friend- 
" Ihip men or women ? I cannot fay that women are capable 
" of ail thofe excellencies by which men can oblige the world * 
" and therefore a female friend in fome cafes is not fo good a 
" counfellor as a wife man, and cannot fo well defend my 
" honour ; nor difpofe of reliefs and afliftances if (he be un- 
" der the power of another: but a woman can love as 
" pafiionately, and converfe as pleaiantly, and retain a fecret 
" as faithfully, and be ufeful in her proper minifteries ; and 
** flie can die for her friend as well as the braveft Roman 
*' Knight j and we find that fome perfons have engaged them- 
" fclves as far as death upon a lefs interest than all this amounts 
" to : fuch were the St/gwAjpaioi as the Greeks call them, the 
" Devoti of a prince or general, the auaflines amongft the 
" Saracens, the SofeAnw amongft the old Gaktians : they 
** did as much as a friend could do ; and if the greateft fervices 
*' of a friend can be paid for by an ignoble price, we cannot 
" grudge to vertuous and brave women that they be partners 
*' in a noble friendihip, fince their converfation and returns 
" can add fo many moments to the felicity of our lives : and 
M therefore though a knife cannot enter as far as a fword, yet 
" a knife may be more ufeful to fome purpofes j and in every 
*' thing except it be againft an enemy. A man is the beft 
'* friend in trouble, but a woman may be equal to him in the 
" days of joy : A woman can as well increafe our comforts, 
" but cannot fo well leflen our forrows : and therefore we do> 
" not carry women with us when we go to fight ; but in 
" peaceful cities and times, vertuous women, are the beauties 

« of 
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f of fbciety, and the prettinefles of friendfliip. And when 
V we confider that few perfons in the world have all thofe 
" excellencies by which friendship can be ufeful and illuftrious, 
" we may as well allow women as men to be friends ; fince 
" they have all that can be neceflary and effential to friendships, 
<c and tbefe cannot have all by which friendships can be acci- 
* f dentally improved ; in all fome abatements will be made ; 
" and we ihali do too much honour to women, if we reject 
*' them from friendfliips becaofe they are not perfect : for 
" if to friendfliips we admit imperfect men, becaufe no man 
«' is perfect : he that rejects women does find fault with them 
" becaufe they are not more perfect then men, which either 
" does Secretly affirm that they ought and can be perfect, or 
" elfe it openly accufes men of Injuftice and partiality V It 
is now time to return to Mrs. Philips, who left Ireland July 
1 5» 1663, and went to Cardigan, where She fpent the remain- 
ing part of that, and the beginning of the next year, in a 
fort of melancholy retirement d , occafioned (perhaps) by the 
bad fuccefs of her huiband's affairs : And going to London 
in order to relieve her opprefled fpirits, with the conversion 
of her friends there, flie was feized by the fmaH-pox, and 
died of it in Fleet-ftreet, to the great grief of all her acquain- 
tance, in the 33d year of her age, and was buried June 22, 
1 664, in the church of St. fiennet Sherehog at the end of 
Syth's Lane in London, under a large monumental ftone where 
leveral of her anceftors were before buried. 5 

Mr. Aubrey in his manufcript abovementioned, ob&rves; 
that her perfon was of a middle Stature, pretty rat, and ruddy 
complexioned. 

« Vid. his Cdlttiitn of PJti.iLnl W * Vid. her iMm, pages. i86, 187. 
Merol Di/,vur/„, p. 660 188, zoi, 215, ice. 

P p 2 Soon 
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Soon after her death, her poems and tranflations were col- 
lected and publiflicd in a volume in folio, with the following- 
title, Poems by the moft defervedly admired Mrs. Katberine Philips , 
the mat chiefs ORINDA. To which k added Mors fie ur Ccr- 
nci lie's Pompey, and Horace j Tragedies. With fever al other 
tranflations out of French, London, 1667, with her picture, a 
flioulder piece, before them ftanding on a pedeftal, on which 
is inferibed ORINDA. It was printed again at London, 1 678: 

In a collection of letters publifhed by Mr. Thomas Brown, 
in 1697, are printed four letters from Mra. PhilipSj to the 
honourable BERENICE : beginning at page 138, and con- 
tain 18 pages. And in one of her letters to Poliarchus 
(p. 146.) me herfelf tells us, that two or three of her poems, 
were published in a Mifceltaneous Colleclion of Poems. As this 
collection was printed in Ireland, I have not been able to pro- 
cure a fight of the book ; I can therefore give no farther ac- 
count of them. 

Many years after her death were published a volume of ex- 
cellent letters from Mrs. Philips to Sir Charles Cottrell, with 
the enfuing title, Letters from Orinda to Poliarchus,. 
$vo. Lond. 1705. Major Pack in his Effay on Study, inferted* 
in his Mifcellanies, gives the following character of thefe letters. 
" The heft letters 1 have met with in our Englifli Tongue, 
" are thofe of the celebrated Mrs. Philips to Sir Charles 
,f Cottrell. As they are directed all to the fame perfon, fo 
" they run all in the fame ftrain, and feem to have been em- 
" ployed in the fervice of a refined and- generous friendftiip. 
** In a word,, they are fuch as a woman of fpirit and virtue - 
" mould write to a courtier of honour and true gallantry." 

The memory of this ingenious Lady has been honoured* 
with many encomiums } the induilriou* Mr. Langbain 

lays,, 
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fays, * flie was one that equalled the Leibian Sappho, and 
•* Roman Sulpicia : and as they were praifed by Horace, 
K Martial, Aufonius, and other antlent poets j fo was this 
•* Lady commended by the Earls of Orrery, Rofcommon, 
" Cowley, and other eminent poets." 

< 

Mr. Thomas Rowe in his Epijlle to Dapbnis pays the 
following tribute to her fame. 

At laft ('twas long indeed ! ) Orinda came, 
To ages yet to come an ever-glorious name ; 
To virtuous Themes her well-tun'd lyre me ilrung, 
Of virtuous Themes in eafy numbers fung. 
Horace and Pompey in her lines appear ^ 
With all the worth that Rome did once revere j > 
Much to Corneille they owe, and much to her : . j 
Her thoughts, her numbers, and her fire the fame 
She foar'd as high, and equal'd all his feme ; 
Tho* France adores the Bard,, nor envies Greece 
The coftly bufkins of her Sophocles. 
More we expedted, but untimely death- 
Soon ftopt her rifing glories with her breath. 

And the anonymous author of a letter printed in the fecond 
volume of the Duke of Wharton's Works, gives the follow- 
ing character of Mrs. Philips, and her writings. " I have 

" look'd a little into Mrs. Philips, and 'tis not the firft time I 
" have been wonderfully pleafed with her folid, mafeuline 



•'Atom** »f tbt DrmaticA Ptcts, r Vid. his Pttms printed at the end of the 
0: 403. fccoad vol. Of Mrs. Rowcj Work*, p. 278. 

thoughts. 
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'* thoughts, in no feminine expreflion.— Her refined and rati- 
w onal thoughts of fiicndfhip which is a fubjedt flie very much 

" delights in, fhow a foul much above the common level of 
*' mankind, and mightily raife my defire of practifing what 
" flic fo nobly defcribes. I am of opinion that any perfon's 
M humour and difpofition appears as much or more in their 
" writings, than in their converfation ; and I would never 
M defire a better character of any one, than what I could learn 
** from their own pen, where it ran without reftraint, or any 
" particular byafs. And though I know nothing of Mrs. 
u Philips, but what I have learned from her own poems, I 
" am confident flie was difcreet, good-humour*d, modeft, 
" conftant and virtuous, as well as ingenious. Her Country 
** Life is, fo fweet a poem, and (prinkled with fuch profound 
" philofophical thoughts, exprefled in eafy poetical language, 
" or cllc by a kind of fympathy it fuits fo well with my fenti- 
M ments and inclinations, that tho' I have read feveral poems 
M in more languages than one upon the fame fubject, yet I 
" don't know where to find a better." 

To thefc various praifes I mud not omit to add, that {he was 
of a generous and charitable difpofition, as appears by her fo 
kindly taking into her protection her Godfon, Mr. Charles 
Howcl \ 

* Vid. Wood's Atb. Oxen, Vol. II. Col. 1138. Edit. 1721. 
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ANNE WHARTON. 

. 

ANNE WHARTON, a Lady eminent for her excellent 
genius and poetical talent, in the reign of King Charles 
the fecond, was the daughter and coheirefs of Sir Henry Lee, 
of Ditchley in Oxfordfliire, who having no fon, left his eftate 
to be divided between this Lady and her fifter the Countefs of 
Abingdon, whofe memory Mr. Dryden has celebrated in a 
funeral panegyric intitled, ELEONORA. She was the firft 
wife of Thomas Wharton, Efq; afterwards Marquis of Whar- 
ton, by whom flie had no iflue. In 1681, (he was in France 
on account of her health, as appears from feveral letters to her 
hufband. About the year 1682, (he held a correfpondence 
by letters with Dr. Gilbert Burnet, many of which are made 
publick. Dr. Burnet wrote feveral poems which he fent to her, 
among which are the following, The Secrets of Friendjhip : 
Upon the Creation : Pure Love : Loves Magnet ifm : Friendships 
Myfleries : A Congratulation upon his return to a retired Courfe 
of Life : And a Parapbrafe on the 53*/ Chapter of Ifaiah in 
imitation of Mrs. Anne H'barton. This Lady among other 
poems wrote A Parapbrafe on the Lamentations of Jeremiah, 
which, as appears from a note prefixed to the original manu- 
fcript, was begun at Paris March the 21ft, 1680-1, and ended 
April the 2d, following. Alio, A Parapbrafe on the Lord's 
Prayer : Verfcs to Mr. Waller : And, An Elegy on the Death 
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of the Earl of Rochefler. Upon which laft piece Mr. Waller 
wrote a copy of verfes to her, as likewile another upon her 

Paraphrafe on the Lord's Prayer : And his two Cantoes of 
Divine Poefy were occasioned upon fight of her Paraphrafe on 
the $id Chapter of Jfaial). The mother of John Wilmot, Earl 
of Rochester, was aunt to this Lady's father ; for which reafon 
Mr. Waller fays they were ally'd in genius and in blood. Thus 
far the authors of the General Dictionary. But befides the 
abovementioned poems, which have been feveral times printed, 
flic tranflated into Englifti the Epijiie of Penelope to Ulyffes. 
which is printed in Tonfon's Ovid, p. 119. Ed. Lond. 1716. 
Alfo, Verfes on the fnujf of a Candle^ made in ficknefs, printed 
in Mr. Dryden's Mtfcellany, Vol. I. p. 144. 

1 can only add from the regifter of Winchinden, that flic 
died at Adderbury Oct. the 29th, 1685, and was buried at 
Winchinden the tenth of November following. 
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DUTCHESS OF NEWCASTLE. 



• 

MARGARET Dutchefs of Newcaftle was born at St. 
John's near Colcheftcr in Effex, about the latter end 
of the reign of King James the firft ; and was the youngeft 
daughter of Sir Charles Lucas, a gentleman of great fpirit and 
fortune, who died when me was very young. Her mother 
was remarkably careful in the education of this and her other 
daughters, giving them all the polite accomplimments in which 
young Ladies are generally inftructed j as needle-work, dan- 
cing, mufick, and learning the French tongue. She was her- 
felf a woman of excellent character, which this her daughter, 
when me came to employ herlelf in writing, endeavoured to 
do juftice to '. She had from her infancy a natural inclination 
to learning, and fpent fo much of her time in ftudy, and 
writing, that 'tis to be lamented me had not the advantage of 
an acquaintance with the learned languages, which would have 

1 See her book intitled Naturit Piffum has faid very high things, both of the 
irmvn by Fanciii Pencill to tlx Lift Fol. exquifitc beauty of her pcribn, and rare 
Lond. 1656, pages 377, &c. where (h« endowments of her mind. 

Q^q extended 
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extended her knowledge, refined her genius, and have been of 
infinite fervice to her in the many competitions and pro- 
ductions of her pen. 

In 1643, Hie obtained leave of her mother to go to Oxford, 
where the court then refided, and was made one of the maids 
of honour to Henrietta Maria, the royal confort of King 
Charles the firft. And when the Queen by her rebellious fub- 
jecls was unhappily forced to leave England and go to her na- 
tive country, Hie attended her thither. At Paris (he met with 
' the Marquis of Newcaftle, then a widower, who admiring 
her perfon, difpofition, and ingenuity, was married to her in 
that place An. 1645. From Paris they went to Rotterdam, 
where they refided fix months. From thence they returned to 
Brabant unto the city of Antwerp, where they fettled and con- 
tinued during the time of their exile ; chufing it as the mod 
pleafant and quiet place to retire to, and enjoy the remainder 
of their ruined fortunes. She proved a moft agreeable com- 
panion to the Marquis in this his melancholy recefs, as well 
by her writings, as converfation, as appears by the many com- 
pliments and addrefTes which he made her on thofe occafions. 

She came into England in order to obtain fome of the 
MarquhTs rents to fupply their prefling neceflities, and pay the 
debts they had contracted there ; and accordingly went with 
Lord Lucas her brother to Goldfmith's-hall, but could not 
procure a grant from thofe voracious faints, to receive one 
penny out of the MarquhTs vaft inheritance : and had it not 
been for the feafonable generofity of Sir Charles Cavendifh 
(who greatly diminifhed his own fortune to fupport his brother 
in his diftrefs) they muft have been expofed to extreme poverty. 
Having got a considerable fum from her own, and the Mar- 
quifTs relations, (he returned to Antwerp, where (he continued 
with her Lord till the happy reiteration of King Charles the 
- fecond* 
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fecond. Upon which, the Marquis, after fixteen years banifli- 
ment, made immediate preparation for his return to his native 
country j leaving his Lady behind him to difpatch his affairs 
there j who having managed them to general fatisfaction, flic 
foon followed her confort into England, where flie fpent much 
of the remaining part of her life in compofing and writing 
letters, plays, poems, philofophical difcourfes, and orations. 
Mr. Giles Jacob fays, k (he was the moft voluminous dramatick 
writer of our female poets j that flic had a great deal of wit, 
and a more than ordinary propensity to dramatick poetry. And 
Mr. Langbain tells us, that all the language and plots of her 
plays were her own ; which is a commendation preferable to 
fame built on other people's foundation, and will very well 
atone for fome faults in her numerous productions. 

A catalogue of all her works which have come to my 
knowledge. 

1. The Worlds Olio. Which I have not yet feen. 

2. Nature's Piclure, drawn by Fancie's Pencil, to the Life, 
Written by the thrice Noble, Illu/lrious, and Excellent Princefs y 
the Lady Marchionefs of Ncvscaflle. In this vol. there are 
federal feigned Jlorics of Natural Defcriptions, as Comical, 
T magical, and Tragicomical, Poetical, Romancical, Philofophical, 
and Hijlorical, both in Profe and Verfe, fome all verfe, fome all 
Prrfe, fome tnixt, partly Profe and partly Verfe. Alfo t there 
are fome Morals, and fome Dialogues ; but they are as the 
advantage Loaf cf Bread to the Bakers dozen, and a true 
Story at the latter end, -wherein there is no feigning. Lon- 
don, 1656. Fol. 

k Lilts')/ tit Ports, Vol. I. p. 190. 

3. Orations 
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3. Orations of Divers forts, accommodated to divers Places'- 
Written by, 6cc. the Lady Marcbionefs of Newcajlle. Fol. 
London, 1662. 

4. Plays. Written by, &c. the Lady Marcbionefs of New- 
cajlle, London, 1662. * 

5. Philofophical and Pbyjical Opinions. Written by, &c. 
the Lady Marcbionefs of Newcajlle. London, 1663. Fol. 

6. Obfervations upon Experimental Pbilofopby : To which is 
added, the Description of a new World. Written by, 6cc. the 
Dutchefs of Newcajlle. 2d. Edit. London, 1668. Fol. Mr. 
James Briftow began to tranflate fome of thofe philofophical 
difcourfes into the Latin tongue. Vid. Alb. Oxon, Vol. II. 
Col. 835. 

7. Philofophical Letters or Modeft Refieflions upon fome opi- 
nions in Natural Pbilofopby, maintained by fever al famous and 
learned Authors of this Age, expreJJ'ed by way of Letters : 
by, &c. the Lady Marcbionefs of' Newcajlle. London, 
1664. Fol. 

8. Poems and Phancies. Written by, &c. the Lady 
Marcbionefs of Newcajlle. The fecond Imprejfon, much altred 
and corretled. London, 1664. Fol. 

9. CCXI. Sociable Letters. Written by, &c. the Lady 
Marcbionefs of Newcajlle. London. 1664. Fol. 

10. The Life of the thrice Noble, High and Puiffant Princ\ 
William Cavendi/he, Duke, Marquifs, and Earl of Newcajlle j 
Earl of Ogle j Vifcount Mansfield j and Baron of Bolfover, of 
Ogle, Botbal and Hepple : Gentleman of bis Majeflfs Bed- 
chamber, one of his Majefties mofl honourable Privy Council ; 
Knight of the mojl noble Order of the Garter : His Maiefiies 
Lieutenant of the County and Town of Nottingham, and fujlice 
in Ayre Trent North : who had the Honour to be Governour 
to our mojl Glorious King and Gracious Sovereign, in bis 

Toutb % 
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Touth, when he was Prince of Wales ; and Com after was made 
Captain General of all the Provinces beyond the River of Trent, 
and other Parts of the Kingdom of England, with Power ; 
by a fpecial Commiffion, to make Knights. Written by the 
Thrice Noble, Illujlrious, and excellent Princefs, Margaret 
Dutchefs of Newcajlle, his Wife. Fol. Lond. 1667. 

This work (which Mr. Langbain ftiles the crown of her 
labours 1 ) was tranflated into Latin, and printed with the fol- 
lowing title, De Vita et Rebus Geflis Nobilifimi Illuftriffimique 
Principis, Gulielmi, Ducts Novo-Cajlrenfis, comment arii : Ab 
Excellent ijjima Principe, Margareta, ipfius Uxore SancHJJima 
Confcripti. Et ex Anglico in Latinum converfi. London, 
1668. Fol. 

II. Plays, never before printed. London, 1668. Fol. 
This book I have not feen, and am obliged to Mr. 
Langbain for the notice of it j as the Ladies will be for the 
catalogue of her Plays, which here follow in the lame order 
that gentleman has placed them. 

Apocryphal Ladies, a Comedy. This play confifts of three 
and twenty fcenes, but is not divided into acts. 

Bell in Campo, a Tragedy in two parts, in the fecond play, 
are feveral copies of verfes writ by the Duke of Newcaftle. 

Blafing World, a Comedy. Tho' this be ftiled a play in 
former catalogues, yet it is but a fragment ; the authrefs be- 
fore me finifhed the fecond act defiftcd, not finding her genius 
tend to the profecution of it. 

Bridals, a Comedy. 

Comical Hajh, a Comedy. This play has not been in any 
catalogue before. 

Covent of Pleafure, a Comedy. 

' Vid. his AcctuMt of the Drumstick Pttts, " line, that (he feems to have even an* 
p. 386. where he tells us, that " flic has « tedated his jfj»tbftfij. n 
- wrote it in a ftile (o noble and mafcu- 

Female 
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Female Acadamy, a Comedy. 

Lady Contemplation >, a Comedy in two parts. Three fcenes 
in the firft, and two in the fecond part, were wrote by the 
Duke. 

Love's Adventure, in two parts, a Comedy. The fong, 
and the epithalamium, in the laft fcene in the fecond part, 
was likewife writ by the Duke. 

Matrimonal 'Trouble, in two parts ; the fecond being a 
Tragedy, or as the authrefs ftiles it, a Tragi-Comedy. 

Nature's three Daughters, Beauty, Love and Wit, a Comedy 
in two parts. 

Prefence, a Comedy. To this are added 29 fingle fcenes, 
which the Dutchefs defigned to have inferted in this play, but 
finding it would too much lengthen it, fhe printed them fepa- 
rately. 

Publick Wooing, a Comedy. In which the Duke writ fe- 
veral of the fuitors fpeeches ; as that of the foldier, the coun- 
tryman, the fpokefman for the baftiful fuitor ; befides two 
other fcenes, and the two fongs at the end of the Comedy. 

Religious, a Tragi-Comedy. 

Several Wits, a Comedy. 

Sociable Companions, or the Female Wits, a Comedy. 

Unnatural Tragedy. The prologue and epilogue, were of 
the Duke's making. ACT II. Scene III. the Dutchefs 
againft Mr. Camden's Britannia : tho* whether with juftice, I 
leave to the determination of others. 

Wits Cabal, z Comedy in two parts. His Grace writ the 
epilogue to the firft part. 

Tcuth's Glory, and Death's Banquet, a Tragedy in two 
parts. Two lcenes with the fpeeches at the firft part, in 
commendation of M Ke Sans pareille, were writ by his Grace j 
fo were all the fongs and verfes in the fecond part. 

The 



Digitized by Google 



DUTCHESS OF NEWCASTLE. 305 

The Blazing World, Bridal, Convent of Pleafure, Prefence, 
and Sociable Companions, are printed together in one volume j 
and the reft in another. 

In the library of the late Mr. Thomas Richardfon was the 
Dut chefs of Nracajlk 's Poems, 2 Vol. Fol. MS. Vid. Richard- 
fon's Cat. p. 50. And in the library of the late Bp. Willis 
was another MS. of her poems in Fol. Vid. Cat. p. 55. 
Whether ever printed, I know not. 

Her perfon was very graceful j her temper naturally referved 
and fhy ; and (he fcldom faid much in company, efpecially 
among ftrangers: Was mod indefatigable in her ftudies, 
contemplations and writings : Was truly pious, charitable 
and generous : Was an excellent OEconomift, very kind to 
her fervantS} and a perfect pattern of conjugal love and 
duty. 

As the Dutchefs was too negligent in regard to chronology 
in her hiftorical writings, fo others have been equally remifs 
in this refpect, in regard to her Grace ; for among the many 
authors who have taken notice of her in print, not one that I 
have met with, has mentioned the year in which me died : 
and even her monumental infeription, where one might reafon- 
ably expect it, is filent both in refpecl: to her age, and the time 
of her death. But Mr. Fulman, in the fifteenth vol. of his 
manufcript collections in Corpus Chrifti College Archives ob- 
ferves, that (he died at London, An. 1673, and was buried at 
Weftminfter Jan. 7, 1 673-4 j where an elegant monument is 
erected to her memory : Of which take the following account 
given by Dr. Crul in his antiquities of that church " Againft 
" the fkreen of the chappel of St. Michael is a moft noble 
" fpacious tomb, of white marble, adorned with two pillars 
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" of black marble, with entablatures of the Corinthian Order, 
" embelliflied with arms, and moft curious trophy- works, on 
" the pedeftal lye two images in full proportion of white 
marble, in a cumbent pofture, in their robes, reprefenting 
" William Cavendifli Duke of Newcaftlc, and Margaret his 
u Dutchefs, his fecond and laft wife, being the daughter of 
" Sir Charles, and fitter to the Lord Lucas of Colchefter j 
" who, as (he had defervedly acquired the reputation of a Lady 
" of uncommon wit, learning and liberality ; fo the Duke her 
« hufband had rendered himfelf famous for his loyalty and 
" conftant fidelity to the royal family, during the civil wars 
" in this Kingdom, and in Scotland. This Duke having 
" caufed this (lately monument to be erccled here to the 
" memory of his Lady, died foon after, in the year 1676, 
" aged 84; and was interred here." 

The epitaph for the Dutchefs. 

Here lies the Loyal Duke of Newcajlle, and bis Dutchefs his 
fecond wife, by whom he had no ifjue : Her name was Margaret 
Lucas, youngejl Jijler to the Lord Lucas of Colcbejler, a noble 
family ; for all the brothers were valiant, and all the fijlers 
virtuous. His Dutchefs was a wife, witty, and learned Lady, 
which her many books do well tejlife : She was a mojl virtuous 
and loving, and careful wife, and was with her Lord all the 
time of bis banijlj/nent and miferies j and when Jhe came home, 
never parted with him in his folitary retirements. 
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THIS illuftrious Lady was born in Skipton Caftlc in 
Craven, on the 30th of January, being Friday, in the 
year 1 589 ". She was daughter and fole heir to George Clif- 
ford, third Earl of Cumberland, by his wife Margaret, Coun- 
ters of Cumberland. She was defcended from the three 
ancient and noble families of the Cliffords, Viponts, and 
VeiTeys, Lords and Barons in the North ; and (lie added to 
her Efcutcheons, Pembroke, Dorfet and Montgomery, the 
tides of three great Earldoms in the fouth. 

She had a greatnefs of mind, which not only equal'd her 
high birth, but even dignified it j for we are affured by Bifhop 
Rainbow, who knew her well, that (he was inriched by na- 
ture with very extraordinary endowments ; " Hie had (fays he) 
" a clear foul, mining through a vivid body } her body was 
" durable and healthful, her foul fprightful, of great under- 
** ftanding and judgment, faithful memory, and ready wit." 
Thefe great natural parts were very happily improved by our 
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ingenious hiftorian and poet Mr. Samuel Daniel, who was her 
preceptor, under whofe tuition (he made a confidcrable pro- 
grefs in many parts of literature. To all thefe helps (he added 
much reading and converfation with perfbns eminentfor learn- 
ing. By which means, as the abovementioned prelate obferves, 
" (he had early gained a knowledge, as of the beft things, 
" fo an ability to difcourfe in all commendable arts and fcicnces, 
*' as well as in thofe things which belong to perfons of her 
<c birth and fex to know. For (he could difcourfe with Vir- 
** tuolb's, Travellers, Schollars, Merchants, Divines, Statefmen, 
" and with good houfewives in any kind j infomuch, that a 
" prime and degant wit Dr. Donne, well feen in all human 
*' learning, and afterwards devoted to the ftudy of divinity, 
*' is reported to have laid of this Lady, in her younger years 
*' to this effect;" that jfbe knew well bow to difcourfe ef all 
things, from predeftination, to flea-flk. " Meaning that al- 
41 though (he was (kilful in houfewifry, and in fuch things in 
*' which women are converfant j yet her penetrating wit foared 
%t up to pry into the higheft Myfteries, looking at the higheft 
*' example of female wifdom. Altho' ihe knew wool and 
" flax, fine linnen and f/k, things appertaining to the fpindle 
4< and the diftarT; yet Jbe could open ber mouth with wijdom *, 
«< knowledge of the beft and higheft things and if this had 
" not been moft affected by her, folid wifdom, knowledge of 
*' the beft things, fuch as wake wife unto falvation ; if (he had 
*' fought fame rather than wifdom, poflibly (he might have 
*' been ranked among thofe wits and learned of that fex, of 
*' whom Pythagoras or Plutarch, or any of the ancients, have 
** made fuch honourable mention. 

« But (he affiled rather to ftudy with thofe noble Bereans, 

• Prtvnbs, 31, 26. 

and 
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and thofe honourable Women (as St. Paul there ftiles them) 
who fearcbed the Jcriptures daily p ; with Mary Jhe cbofe tbe 
" better part, of learning the doctrine of Chrift. 

" Authors of feveral kinds of learning, fome of controver- 
" fies very abftrufe, were not unknown to her. She much 
" commended one book, William Barklay's difputewith Bel- 
" larmine, both, as flie knew, of the popifh perfwafion, but 
" the former lefs Papal j and who, (he faid, had well ftated 
" a main point, and oppofed that learned Cardinal for giving 
" too much power, even in temporals, to the Pope over Kings 
*' and fecular Princes, which flic feemed to think the main 
" thing aimed at by the followers of that court ; to pretend a 
li claim only to govern directly in fpirituals, but to intend 
chiefly (tho* indirectly) to hook in temporals, and in them 
to gain Power, Dominion, and Tribute ; Money and Rule 
being gods, to which the Roman courtiers and their parti- 
fans chiefly facrifice." 
She had two hulbands : her firft was Richard Earl of 
Dorfet, to whom (he was married February 26, 1609. \ 
He died at Dorfet Houfc in London, March 28, 1624. She 
had iflue by him Thomas, who died in his infancy, and two 
daughters, Margaret, married to the Earl of Northampton, 
and Ifabell, married to the Earl of Thanet. Her fecond hufband 
was Philip Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, who died 
January 23, 1649 > by whom (he had nohTue. 

She furvived her laft hulband twenty feven years, which 
time was intirely fpent in a continued feries of good works, 
viz. in ftrict piety, extenfive charity, and generofity to learned 
men : alfo in erecting feveral facred edifices for the fervice of 
Almighty God ; befides a noble hofpital, and many other 

* A^t, 17, 11, 12. » DugdaJc's Bannage, Vol. II. p. 

l Caroden'j Annals »f King Janus tie 400. 
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ftately buildings, for the honour both of her family and na- 
tion ; and the good of the publick in general. It may not be 
amils to give a few inftances, fince they will add much luftro 
to her character. 

She was very exemplary in obferving religious duties both 
in publick and private, being a conftant frequenter of divine fer- 
vice, as well as attendant at the facrament of the Lord's Supper. 
Nor was me lefs diligent in her domeftic or private devotions, 
which were conftantly performed in her private oratory three 
times a day. And fo careful was rtie that none of her fervants 
might be remifs or negligent in the obfervance of their religious 
duties, but all might be trucly fitted, and well prepared for re- 
ceiving the holy facrament, that (he took care to have feveral 
books of devotion and piety provided four times in the year j 
that every one might take their choice of fuch a book as they 
had not before j by which means they became the better pre- 
pared for that, and their feveral other duties : and thofe that 
had lived in her houfe long (and me feldom turned any away) 
were happily furnifhed with books of religion and devotion in 
every kind. She was not one of thofe luke-warm temporizing 
zealots that could flexibly turn about and comply with the 
times ; but mod chriftianly and courageoufly (hewed herfelf a 
trulv zealous and orthodox daughter of the church of England, 
in tne worft of times, when the intolerable oppreflion of the 
Ufurper, and the reft of the predominant and factious party, 
like an irrefiftible torrent, bore down all before them, and 
ufurped dominion over the perfons and eftates of all the ortho- 
dox and loyal in the land ; then did this pious and religi- 
ous Lady conftantly perfift in her refolution to fervc 
God in the beauty of holinefs, which me did with the true 
fpirit of a confeflbr, by conftantly and openly profefling and 
practifing the doctrine, difcipline, and worihip of our moft 
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excellent church, throughout all thofe long and difmal times 
of tyranny and oppreffion, notwithftanding any dangers what- 
ibever that might enfue. 

Her charity was very extenfive, in relieving the indigent 
and the opprefled, and in forgiving her moft implacable ene- 
mies, I mean the diffenting party ; who having made the land 
another Aceldama^ fubvertcd both church and flate, contami- 
nated the pulpit with the moft monflrous abfurdities, impieties, 
and blafphemies ; and perfecuted her true and orthodox 
fons with the utmoft malice and violence j yet did this good 
Lady like a true primitive chriftian, forgive thofe worft of in- 
juries ; and /hewed herfelf afterwards very companionate and 
charitable to feveral diflenters. 

And I cannot omit obferving, that her duty and affection 
to her parents was as confpicuous as any of her other mining 
virtues : A particular inftance of which is the beautiful pillar 
which (he erected on the place where me took her lafl: farewcl 
of her mother : it is commonly called the Countefs pillar *, 
and is adorned with coats of arms, dials, &c. with an obelifk 
on the top coloured with black ; and the following infeription 
in brafs, declaring the occafion and meaning of it. 

THIS PILLAR WAS ERECTED ANNO 1656. 

BY THE RIGHT HONO. ANNE COUNTESS DOWAGER OF 

PEMBROKE. AND SOLE HEIR OF THE RIGHT 

HONOURABLE GEORGE EARL OF CUMBERLAND, Sec. 

FOR A MEMORIAL OF HER LAST PARTING IN THIS PLACE 

WITH HER GOOD AND PIOUS MOTHER THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

MARGARET COUNTESS DOWAGER OF CUMBERLAND. 

THE SECOND OF APRIL, 1616. IN MEMORY WHEREOF 

SHE ALSO LEFT AN ANNUITY OF FOUR POUNDS 

TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE POOR WITHIN THIS 

PARISH OF BROUGHAM EVERY SECOND DAY OF APRIL, 

FOR EVER UPON THIS STONE TABLE BY. 

LAUS DEO. 

• Vid. Mr. Camden's Britannia, in Wcftmorelaod, lad Edit. p. 994. 

She 
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She was a great lover of learning, and an encourager of 
learned men and as an inftance of gratitude to her tutor, fhe 
erected a monument to his memory in the church at Becking- 
ton near Philips-Norton in Somerfetfhire, with the follow- 
ing infcription. 

Here lies, expecting the ftcond coming of our Lord and Saviour 
JefusCbriJl, the dead body of S AMU EL DANIEL Efqj 
ivbo was tutor to the Lady Anne Clifford in her youth, Jhe 
was that daughter and heir to George Clifford Earl of Cum- 
berland, who in gratitude to him erecJed this Monument in his 
memory, a long time after, when jhe was Countefs Dowager of 
Pembroke, Dorfet, and Montgomery, He died in OcJober an. 1 6 1 9. 

She repaired and reftored an alms-houfe at Bearmky, which 
was built and endowed by her mother, the Countefs of Cum- 
berland. 

On the twenty third of April, An. 1651. fhe laid the firfl 
ftone of an hofpital which fhe founded at Appleby in Weft- 
moreland, for a governefs and twelve other widows, which 
was finifhed within three years following : For the endowment 
of which fhe purchafed the Manour of Brougham, and cer- 
tain lands called St. Nicholas, near Appleby. 

I cannot forbear giving a remarkable inftance of her humility 
upon this occafion. When fhe had finifhed her hofpital, fhe not 
only led and placed each of her penfioners into their feveral ap- 
partments, but frequendy dined with them there, as they often 
did with her at her own table j fome of them every week, and 
all of them once a month ; and after dinner fhe would as freely 
converfe with them, as with perfons of the higheft rank. 

She purchafed lands at Temple-Soureby in the county of 
Weftmoreland of eight pounds per annum value, for repairing 

« Vid. Wood's About Ox*,. Vol. I. Col. 448. Edit. 1 721. 
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the church, fchool-houfe, town-hall, and bridge at Ap- 
pleby. 

She rebuilt a great part of the church at Appleby, then 
ruinous, and made a vault at the north eaft corner of the 
chapel for her own (epulture, at the expence of about feven 
hundred pounds ; over which Ihe ere&ed a monument of black 
and white marble for herfelf. 

She rebuilt a great part of the fteeple at Skipton m Craven, 
-which had been pulled down in the time of the civil wars. 
And having repaired a great part of that church (both fabrick 
and roof) (he there erected a fine monument for her father, 
■George Earl of Cumberland. 

She intirely rebuilt the church at Bongate near Appleby, 
alfo the chapel of Brougham ; and likewile the chapel of 
Ninekirke near Brougham. 

She alfo rebuilt the chapel of Mallerftang, and purchafed 
Jands of eleven pounds per annum value, for the perpetual fup- 
port of a perfon qualified to read prayers, with the homilies 
of the church of England therein j and to teach the children 
<of the dale to read and write Englim \ 

She likewife performed many great things for the honour 
and benefit of her family and pofterity ; for befides other in- 
ferior Structures, flie built fix Caftles: one of which had lain 
in ruins an hundred and forty yeare after it had been confumed 
by fire. Brough-Caftle, the timber burnt anno 1521. Ano- 
ther 320 years after the invading Scots had demolished it. 
Alfo, Pendragon-Caftle, deftroyed by David King of Scott. 

Neither was flie lefs careful in preferving from the ruins of 
lime, the memoirs of her great anccftors j for we are aiTurcd 
!by Bimop Rainbow * that " as flie had been a moll critical 

* Dugdalc's Baronage, Vol. I. p. 346. at her funeral, and reprinted in Wilford » 

* Vid. hi* Lordftiip t fennon preached MeanriahyCUradtrt, tec, ¥61. Ltm. 1741. 
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" fearcher into her own life, fo rtie had been a diligent en- 
,c quirer into the lives, fortunes, and characters of many of 
" her anceflors for many years. Some of them (he hath left 
" particularly defcribed, and the exact annals of divers pailages 
" which were moft remarkable in her own life, ever fince it 
" was wholly at her own difpofal, that is, fince the death of 
" her laft lord and hufband, Philip Earl of Pembroke, which 
" was for the fpacc of fix or feven and twenty years. 

" From this her great diligence, as her pofterity may find 
" contentment in reading theie abftracts of occurrences in her 
" own life, being added to her heroic father's and pious mo- 
" thers lives, dictated by herfelf, fo they may reap greater 
" fruits of her diligence, in finding the honours, defcents, 
" and pedigrees, eftatcs, and the titles and claims of their 
" progenitors to them, comprized hiftorically and mcthodical- 
" ly in three volumes of the larger fize, and each of them 
" three or four times fairly written over ; which, altho' they 
" were faid to have been collected and digefted in fome part 
" by one or more learned heads, yet were they wholly direc- 
" ted by herfelf, and attefled in the mod parts by her own 
" hand." 

Thus did this great Lady employ her time in a continued 
feries of good works, 'till being arrived to the age of eighty five 
years, after a mort illnefs of about three or four days, with 
great patience and refignation, /he departed this life in her 
Caftle at Brougham, March the twenty fecond, 1675-6 ; and 
was buried the fourteenth of April following at Appleby in 
Weftmoreland, under a fplendid monument (which ihc in her 
life time had erected) with the following infeription. 

Here lies, expetting the fecond coming of our Lord and Saviour 
jfefus Cbri/t, the dead Body of the Lady Anne Clifford, daughter 

and 
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and file Heir to George Clifford, third Earl of Cumberland ; by 
bis bleffed Wife Margaret Ruffe), Countefs of Cumberland ; which 
Lady Anne was born in Skipton-Cajlle in Craven, the 30/Z?, of 
January, being Fry day, in the year 1590, as the year begins 
on New-lears-Day ; and by a long continued Defcent from her 
Father, and his noble ancefiors, Jhe was Baroneffe of Clifford, 
Wejlmoreland, and Vefey : High SheriffeJJe of the County of 
Wejlmoreland, and of the Honour of Skipton Cajlle aforefaid. 
She married, for her firjl Hujband, Richard Sackvile Earle of 
Dorfet j and for her fecond Hujband, Philip Herberte, Earle 
of Pembroke and Montgomery, leaving behind her only two 
Daughters that lived, which Jhe had by her Jirfl Hujband j the 
eldejl Margaret Counteffe of Tbanet, and the youngejl Ifabel 
Counteffe of Northampton ; which Lady Anne Clifford Counteffe 
Dowager of Pembroke, Dorfet and Montgomery, deceafed at her 
Cajlle at Brougham, the 22d Day of March, in the Tear of 
our Lord 1675, chrijlianly, willingly and quietly, having before 
her Death feen a plentiful JJJue by her two Daughters, of thir- 
teen Grand-children, And her Body lyes buried in this Vault, 
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DOROTHY LADY PAKINGTON, wife of Sir John 
Pakington Knight and Baronet, and daughter of Thomas 
Lord Coventry, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England, 
by Elizabeth his wife, daughter of Mr. John Alderley of 
London, was born either in the city or fuburbs of London, 
about the middle of the reign of King James the firft. 

It may feem needlefs, in drawing the character of this ex- 
cellent Lady, to take notice of the great advantages (he had 
in her education, and of the wonderful improvement /he made 
in her ftudies : for tho' (he was well known to, and celebrated 
by the beft and moft learned divines of her time, yet hardly 
any pen will be thought capable of adding to the reputation 
her own hath procured to her, if it (hall appear that (he was 
the author of a work, which is not more an honour to the 
writer, than an univerfal benefit to mankind. 

The work I mean is The whole duty of Man. Her title to 
which will, I hope, be fo well afcertained, that the general 
concealment it hath lain under will only reflect a luflre upon 
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all her other excellencies, by fhewing that (lie had no honour 
in view, but that of her creator, which I jfuppofe me might 
think bell promoted by this concealment. But as it is not 
now generally believed, fo I perceive it will not eafily be al- 
lowed that flie was the author of that valuable book, or was 
capable of writing it. That I may proceed therefore with all 
the clearnefs I can, I mall lay before the reader, what I have 
to offer to his coafideration upon this fubjedt, in the following 
order j and endeavour to mew. 

Firft, That thofe gentlemen to whom this work has been 
attributed have not the leaft claim to it. 

Secondly, I (hall offer a few arguments to obviate that ob- 
jection of Lady Pakington's want of capacity for fo great a 
work. And 

Thirdly, I (hall exhibit fome of the teftimonies which in- 
duce me to think this Lady to be the author of The whole duty 
of Man. 

There are no lefs than four different Perfons to whom this 
work has been publickly afcribed. The firft was Mr. Abra- 
ham Woodhead *, a very learned and pious gentleman. But 
there needs no other argument to confute this falfe report, than 
to affirm, that this worthy perfon lived and died a zealous ro- 
man catholick. 

Mr. Oldfield feems very peremtory in this affair, when he 
informs his readers 1 that " the author of The whole Duty of 
" Man hath been long concealed, but his name is Mr. 
" William Fulman : he being now dead, may be publifh'd : 
" he was bred under Dr. Hammond, for fomc time his ama- 
" nuenfis : he was a learned divine, born at Penfhurft in Kent ; 
" I was a fchool-fcllow with him there." One might imagine 



« Vid. Mr. Wood's Jthna Oxemenftt, r Sec hi* book intitlcd Mille f<fn, 
Vol. II. Col. 617. Edit. 1721. &c. p. 74. 

S f 2 from 



3 18 MEMOIRS OF 

from hence that Mr. Oldfield had had an inconteftible autho- 
rity for this his pofitive alTertion j and yet, notwithftanding 
this fpecious tale, it is very evident that he had not any good 
foundation of truth to go upon, as will plainly appear by the 
following remark. 

Bifhop Fell in his preface prefix'd to the fol. edit, of the 
author of the whole duty of man's works printed in 1684, 
tells us that if " Almighty God had lent longer life to this 
" eminent perfon, (meaning the author of thofe works,) we 
" might have received ample benefits by it : and particularly 
" a juft treatife which was defigned and promifed of The Go- 
* f vernmenr of the Thoughts" Which plainly implies that 
the author was then dead. So that Mr. Fulman who died 
upon the 28th of June, 1688, could not poffibly be the au- 
thor. The pious intent of Mr. Oldfield's book inclines me 
to entertain more charitable thoughts of him, than once to 
fufpect he would impofe fuch a falfehood upon the world 
designedly : perhaps this miftaken notion fprung from hence : 
as Mr. Fulman was amanuenfis to Dr. Hammond, and was 
really a man of great abilities and merit, it is not importable 
that the Dr. might difclofe the fecret to him j and Mr. Ful- 
man reporting afterwards that he knew the author, but not 
naming any particular perfon j from hence Mr. Oldfield might 
conclude that he himfelf wrote the book. 

The third perfon who is fuppofed to have been the author of 
this celebrated book, is Dr. Richard Sterne, Abp. of York. 
The very ingenious antiquary and topographer Mr. Drake, in 
his life of this worthy prelate, modeftly tells us " that " he 
" was much fufpected for being the author of that moft excel- 
" lent divine and moral treatife called The whole Duty of Man.". 

« Antuptititt of Turk, p. 464. 

But 
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But why he was fufpedted on this occafion, I am very much 
at a loft to know. If I did not believe Lady Pakington to be 
the author, I have many reafons, that will not permit me to 
think that Archbimop Sterne was. For, 

Firft, Why mould he own his Comment on tbe 103 pfalm- t 
and his book of Logic ; and fo carefully conceal his being the 
author of a more ufeful work ? 

Secondly, We are allured by Bifhop Fell, that if the author 
of Tbe whole Duty of Man had lived a little longer, the world 
might have expected another treatife intitled Tbe Government of 
tbe Thoughts, It is fubmitted to the reader's confideration, 
whether a man in the 87th year of his age, could probably 
be employed in drawing up a work of that kind, when it can 
hardly be imagined he could be a perfect matter of his own 
reafon. And 

Thirdly, That which feems to put the thing out of doubt, is 
the ftyle and orthography 1 of his Comment on the 103 pfa/m, 
which is fo very different from that of the author of The 
whole Duty of Man, as I think will not permit any one, that 
will carefully compare the two books, to believe they were 
wrote by the iame perfon. 

From what has been faid, I think there is very little reafon 
to fufpect Abp. Sterne to have been the author : and therefore 
I pafs on to examine his predeceflbr Archbimop Frewcn's title 
to this work j who, as I am lately informed by a letter from 
an ingenious clergy-man, muft certainly be the author - y and 
he gives me reafons for it, which as they are rather too long 
to be inferted here, fo I hope he will excufe me for faying that 

■ The ingenious author of Tbt many ad. that he propofes the peculiar foelliflgs to 
<oantaga of agcad Language t» any Nation, be collected, examined, and fixed as the 
*e. thought the orthography of thofe fbndard for exaft and true orthography, 
treaofes » be fo very natural and juft, 

I think 
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I think them not important enough to need a particular refu- 
tation. I could produce many arguments to prove that this 
Archbifhop was not the author ; but for brevity's fake I mail 
only make ufe of one. It is allowed by thofe who knew belt, 
that The Caufes of the decay of Chriflian Piety was wrote by 
the author of The whole Duty of Man. And in the preface to 
that book (which was undoubtedly wrote by the author of 
the book itfelf) there is very particular mention made of the 
plague and great fire at London, from whence it plainly appears 
that the author was living in the latter end of the year 1666. 
Now, as Archbifliop Frcwen died in the year 1664, it is very 
evident that he could not be the author of The whole Duty of Man. 

It has been very furprizing to me, to hear the many mifts 
and evafions which have been made ufe of, on this occafion, by 
feveral gentlemen, in order to deprive this lady, and the fair fex, 
of the honour of thofe excellent performances. One of them 
told me very gravely that there was a whole body of learning 

(hewn in thofe treatifes therefore no Woman could be the 

writer of them. But as good a judge as any that gentleman 
can wifh for, has publickly informed the world, that this 
lady was every way accomplirtied in all kinds of literature, 
and rare endowments of mind, which were requisite for the 
compoiing thofe admirable treatises. 

Another learned gentleman has affured me by letter, that 
neither this nor any other Lady could be the author of thofe 
books ; which he determines " from that very great variation 
" of Ityle, and different manner of treating the fubjects con- 
,c tained in them. And he inftanccsparticularly in the Chri/lian's 
" Birth-right : where, fays he, befides the many quotations 
" from Hebrew Writers, that every page almoft abounds 
" with, the language is more exalted, and a clofer thread of 
" logical rcafoning runs through the whole, than does thro' 

" any 
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" any of the other treatifes, Both argument, and diction be- 
" ing fuch as the deepeft fcholars would make ufe of." But 
this gentleman may be afiured with the greateft certainty 
from Dr. Hickes's character of Lady Pakington, that me was 
a perfect miftrefs of all thofe excellent qualifications, in which 
he fancies the ladies are fo very deficient. And fince fkill in 
the Hebrew Language is made ufe of as a convincing argu- 
ment (tho', for my part, I cannot find one Hebrew quotation in 
the whole book) he may pleafc to underftand, that befides the 
juftly celebrated Mrs. Anna Maria a Schurman, and many other 
foreign ladies } we have had feveral domeftic examples ot Women 
who have been famed for their fkill in that primitive language, 
viz. Lady Jane Gray, Lady Killigrew, a Lady of the Nottingham 
family, another Lady of the North family, Lady Ranelagh, 
Mrs. Bury, and Mrs. Elizabeth Bland of Becfton in Yorkfhire b . 

If I were a Roman Catholick, I would fummon Tradition 
as an evidence for me upon this occafion, which has conftantly 
attributed this performance to a lady. And a late celebrated 
writer obferves % " that there arc many probable arguments 
" [in The ivbole Duty of Man] to back a current report that 
" it was writ by a Lady." And any one who reads the Ladies 
Calling with attention, may obferve a great number of paflages 
which plainly indicate a female hand. 

That vulgar prejudice of the fuppofed incapacity of the fe- 
male fex, is what thefe memoirs in general may poflibly re- 
move. And as I have in the courfe of them had frequent oc- 
cafion to take notice of it, I fhould not now enter again upon 
that fubject, had not this been made ufe of as an argument to 
invalidate Lady Pakington's title to thofe performances, it may 
not be amifs therefore, to tranferibe two or three parages from 

b See Mr. Thoitfoy's Duaitut Leaden/is, by a Daughter of the Church of England, 
p. 500. p. 147. 

e See Tht CbriJUa* Migicn at fnftfii 

the 
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the treatife I have juft now mentioned ; which on more ac- 
counts than one, very well deferve thefe gentlemens confideration. 

In the beginning of the preface this impartial and excellent 
writer tells us, that — " fuch is either the inadvertence, or 
" malice of a great part of mankind, that (againft all rules of 
" difcourfe) they deduce generals from particulars, make every 
*• woman fo far an Eve, that her depravation mall forfeit her 
" whole kind ; and becaufe there are foolifh and fcandalous 
" women, will fcarce allow there are any other. The truth 
" is, the error feems in many men to be affected j they 
" propofe to themfelves unworthy ends on women, and make 
" all their obfervations wholly in order to thofe. He that 
" is upon a bafc purfuit, takes a particular notice of all that 
" is for his turn ; the reft fall not within his fphere : and 'tis 
* 4 too probable he is fo abundantly fupplied for that abfolutc 
" confideration, that he never defcends to the comparative." 
And a little after — " It may therefore upon this account be 
" a neceffary charity to the fex, to acquaint them with their 
" own value, animate them to fome higher thoughts of them- 
" felves j not to yield their fuffrage to thofe injurious eftimatcs 
" (he world hath made of them, and from a fuppofed inca- 
" pacity of nobler things to neglect the purfuit of them ; from 
" which God and nature have no more precluded the ferai- 
" nine, than the mafculine part of mankind." From hence 
this ingenious writer proceeds to /hew the powerful influence 
that women have upon all forts of tranfadtions in the world, 
and then adds, " But waving thefe reflections, I /hall fix only 
" on the perfonal accomplifhments of the fex, and peculiarly 
" that which is the moll principal endowment of the rational 
<: nature, I mean their under/landing. Where it will be a 
" litde hard to pronounce that they are naturally inferiour to 
" men j when 'tis confidcred how much of extrinfic weight 

" is 
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" is put in the ballance to turn it on the mens fide. Men 
" have their parts cultivated and improved by education, re- 
" fined and fubtilized by learning and arts, are like a piece of 
" a Common, which by induftry and hulbandry, become a 
" different thing from the reft, tho* the natural Turf owned 

" no fuch inequality. We may therefore conclude, that 

" whatever vicious impotence women are under, it is acquired, 
" not natural; nor derived from any illiberality of God's, 
" but from the ill managery of his bounty." And a little 
after, " Let them not charge God fooliflily, or think that 
by making them women, he neceflltated them to be proud 
or wanton, vain or peevim ; fince 'tis manifeft he made 
" them to better purpofes, was not partial to the other fex ; 
" but that having as the Prophet fpeaks, abundance of Spirit, 
" Mai. 2. he equally difpenfed it, and gave the feebleft wo- 
" man as large and capacious a foul as that of the greateft 
" Heroe. Nay give me leave to fay farther, that as to an 
" eternal well being, he feems to have placed them in more 
" advantageous circumftances, than he has done men. He 
" has implanted in them fome native propenfions, which do 

" much facilitate the operations of grace upon them 

And having made good this alfertion, interrogates thus. 
" How many women do we read of in the Gofpel, who in 
" all the duties of afliduous attendance on Chrift, liberalities 
" of love and refpecl, nay, even in zeal and courage, furpafied 
" even the Apoftles themfelves ? We find his crofs furround- 
" ed, his paflion celebrated by the avowed tears and lamen- 
" Nations of devout women, when the moft fanguine of his 
" Difciples had denied, yea forfwore, and all had forfaken 
«* him. Nay, even death itfelf could not extinguim their 
" love : we find the devout Maries defigning a laborious, 
«' chargeable, and perhaps hazardous refpett to his corps. 

T t " And 
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" And accordingly, 'tis a memorable atteflation Chrift gives 
" to their piety, by making them the firft witnefles of his 
" refurreftion, the prime Evangelifts to proclaim thofe glad 
4t tidings ; and as a learned man fpcaks, Apoftles to the 
" Apoftles". And towards the conclufion of the preface is 
the following obfervation. «' Nay to fpeak an impartial truth, 
" 'tis not to be. denied, but the reputation of religion is more 
*' kept up by Women ti : Mcti y many of this fex counte- 
" nancing it by their t . .dice, whereas more of the other do 
" not only neglect, but decry it." 

I am not at all folicitous to know whether thofe humour- 
ous gentlemen think thefe are the ftrokes of a female hand, or 
not, fince, if they deny it, they muft inevitably acknowledge, 
that I have the fuffrage of one of the beft and moft learned 
men of that age, in favour of the principles I have efpoufed, 
viz. that women are capable of the higheft attainments in 
literature : and have given convincing proofs of it, when 
they have been allowed proper advantages of education. 

But after all, fome may object that inferences might be 
drawn from thofe performances, from whence one might con- 
clude with fome mew of reafon, that they were the learned 
labours of a gentleman. I freely confefs that there are fome 
pafTages which look that way ; and I dare almoft venture to 
believe thofe pafTages interpolations. Her learned friends, who 
were concerned ia the publication of thofe books, were too 
well acquainted with Men and Manners, not to underfland 
what kind of eftimate the generality of mankind would put 
upon the productions of a Woman's pen : and therefore th«fe 
pafTages were (perhaps) as wifely inferted, as the moft in- 
genious author's name was then wifely and judicioufly con- 
cealed. 

It may now perhaps be thought high time for me to pro- 
duce 
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duce my evidences to prove this lady's right to the work : 
here then follow the teftimonies confirming the report of 
Lady Pakington's being the author of The whole Duty of 
Man. 

My firft witnefs is the famous Dr. Geo. Hickes, whofe 
teftimony in her favour I think no one will refufe, fince the 
vicinity of his deanery to Weftwood, the intimacy he had 
in the family, his known probity and unftiaken integrity, will 
make his authority appear beyond all exception. The Dr. in 
his preface * to his Anglo-Saxon and Mcefo Gothic Grammars 
printed before his Thtjaurus, and infcribed to the late Sir John 
Pakington, having given an excellent character of his grand- 
father, proceeds in the following manner in relation to this 
truly great lady. 

«« In Avia vero Tua illuftriflimi Tboma domini Coventry, 
*« magni figilli cuftodis, filia, virtutum omnium, imprimis il- 
" larum, qua? in actione vitae Chrijliana confrilunt, fplendor 
" maximus erat cum fummo ingenio, & pure, apte, diftinc- 
** te, ornateque dicendi facultate conjundhis. Quibus adeo 
" excelluit, prafertim in squabili & temperato fcribendi ge- 
" nere, ut libri de Officio Hominis Anglice ab anonymo 
" Editi, & ob mirificam operis in fuo genere perfeftionem per 
" totum orbem Chriftianum notiflimi, audtrix & dici, & ha- 
*' beri mereretur. Sacras literas, rerumque divinarum fcien- 
** tiam omniaque quae a Philofophis five profanis five Chrifti- 
" anis de Officio gravia & utilia tradita funt, aeque ac fe fcire 
" diccbant viri doctiflimi Hammondus, Morleyus y Fellus, & 
" Thomajius. In'patriis etiam antiquitatibus adeo 111am hof- 
" pitem non fuiflfe audivi, ut eas fere cum primis fciret. Ne- 
" que id adeo mirum, cum virum longe dodlifTimum Norto- 
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« nem Knatcbbull Baronettum, Tutorein & inftitutorem Ado- 
" leftfcns haberet ; et conjux facta clariflimum Hammondum t 
«« aliofque ilhus aquaks, maximos viros, fibi quos audirct ad- 
" fcifcerct." 

" But your grandmother, the daughter of the moft re- 
*' nowned Thomas Lord Coventry, Keeper of the great Seal, 
" was remarkably illuftrious for all virtues, efpecially 
** fuch as conlift in the practical part of a chriftian life: 
" /he had moreover an excellent judgment, and a talent of 
<c fpeaking correctly, pertinently, clearly, and gracefully. In 
*' which me was fo accomplished, particularly in an evennefs 
<f of ftyle anAconfiftent manner of writing, that me deferved to 
«' be called and reputed, the author of a book concerning 
" the Duty of Man, publifhed in Englifh by an anonymous 
«• perlbn, and well known through the chriftian world for 
" the extraordinary compleatnefs of a work of that kind. Ham- 
4 * mond, Morley, Fell, and Thomas, thofe eminently 
" learned men, averr'd ihe was as great an adept in the facred 
«' icriptures, as themfelvcs were, and as well verfed in divi- 
«« nity and in all thofe weighty and ufeful notions relating to 
«« Duty, which have been recommended and handed down 
*' to us either by profane or chriftian philofophers. I have 
'* heard alio (he was fo far from being unacquainted with the 
" antiquities of her own country, that me almoft knew as 
" much as the greateft proficients in that kind of knowledge. 
4t Nor is this to be much wonder'd at, fince in her youth me 
•« had the moft excellently learned Sir Norton Knatchbull, 
*' Bart, for her Tutor and Preceptor j and, after (he was mar- 
*' ried, the famous Hammomd, and others his co temporaries, 
** very celebrated men, for her companions, and inftmc- 
M tors." 

Now 
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Now, if this evidence mould not be allowed to prove her 
the author ; yet it is a certain proof that fhe was every way 
qualified for it; which fully anfwers the moll frequent and main 
objection, viz. The want of capacity t &c. And for my own 
part, I believe the Do&or meant nothing more or lefs than 
modeftly to inform his readers that fhe was the author of the 
book. And I am confirmed in this belief by a lady now 
living, who has told me more than once, that Dr. Hickes af- 
fured her that Lady Pakington was the author of The whole 
Duty of Man. And that he had feen the MS. wrote with 
her ladyfhip's own band; which from the many rafures, alter- 
ations and interlinings, he was fully fatisfied was the very 
original book. 

My fecond evidence is the author of the Baronettage, who 
tells us that " (he was one of the moft accomplifh'd perfons 
*« of her fex for learning ; and the brighteft example of her 
" age for wifdom and piety. Her letters and other difcourfes 
*f ftill remaining in the Family, and in the hands of her 
*' friends, are an admirable proof of her excellent genius, and 
" vaft capacity; and as me had the reputation of being thought 
*' the author of The whole Duty of Man, fo none that knew 
" her well, and were competent judges of her abilities, could 
*' in the leaft doubt of her being equal to fuch an undertak- 
" ing ; tho' her modcfty would not fuffer her to claim the 
" honour of it ; but as the manufcript under her own hand 
€t now remains with the family, there's hardly room to 
*' doubt it. 

" By her great virtues and eminent attainments in know- 
" ledge, fhe acquired the efteem of all our learned divines, par- 
*' ticukrly Dr. Hammond, Bifhop Morlev, Bifhop Fell, 
" Bifhop Pearson, Bifhop Henchman, and Bifhop Gun- 
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" ning j who were ever ready to confefs, they were always 
" edified by her converfation, and inftructed by her writings. 
** Thefe learned and pious gentlemen never failed of an agree- 
" able retreat and fanctuary at Weftwood, as far as thofe dan- 
'* gerous times would permit : and it ought ever to be re- 
" membered to the honour of this good lady and her hufband, 
" that the famous Dr. Hammond found a comfortable fub- 
" fiftence in their family feveral years, and at laft repofed his 
" bones in their burial place at Hampton Lovett, in a chapel 
<c built by Sir Thomas Pakington, Anno 1 561." 

My third is taken from a Quarto pamphlet in tit led, A Let- 
ter from a Clergy-man in the Country, to a dignified Clergy-man 
in London, vindicating the Bill brought the la/l SeJJions of Par- 
liament for preventing the Tranjlation of Bijkops. Printed at 
London, 1702 ; in the third-and fourth pages of which may 
be found the following paflage : " But before I enter upon 
" the nature, tendency, and ufefulnefs of the bill, give me 
" leave to fay fomething concerning that worthy member Sir 
" J. P. [ i. e. Sir John Pakington ] who brought it into the 
" houfe. 

" His zeal for the church and monarchy defcends to him 
" as it were by inheritance : I muft write a hiftory, if I would 
" deliver at' large how many proofs his anceftors have given 
" of their being the fafteft friends to both: but his grand- 
*' father's fpending forty thoufand pounds, and being tried for 
" his life during the late civil wars, becaufe he vigoroufly en- 
" deavoured to prevent the martyrdom of King Charles the 
" firft, and the dcftru&ion of epifcopacy j the uninterrupted 
" correfpondence of his grandmother with the learned and 
" pious Dr. Morley, Bifhop of Winton, and Dr. Hammond, 
" and her fupporting the latter when deprived, and who is 

«« by 
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4< by feveral eminent men [Archbifhop Dolben, Bifhop Fell, 
" and Dr. Alleftry (faith the note at the bottom of the page) 
" declared this of their own knowledge after her death, which 
Ihe obliged them to keep private during her life] allowed to 
be the author of the heft, and moft mafculine religious 
book extant in the Englifh tongue (the bible excepted) 
called The whole Duty of Man, will ferve inftead of a heap 
*' of inftances, to (hew how great regards this family have 
" formerly paid to the church and kingly government." 

My fourth evidence was tranfcribed from a paper in the 
hands of Dr. Snape, Provoft of King's College in Cambridge, 
and tranfmitted to me by my very worthy friend the Revd. 
Dr. Lyttelton, Dean of Exeter, in the following words. 

** October 19, 1698. Mr. Thomas Caulton, Vicar of 
Workfop in Nottinghammire, on his death bed, in the 
prefence of William Thornton, Efq; and his Lady, Mrs. 
** Heathcote, Mrs. Am, Mrs. Caulton, and others, declared 
4< the words following, viz. 

On the fifth of November, 1689, at Shire Oaks, Mrs. 
Eyre took me up into her chamber after dinner, and told me 
that her daughter Moyfer of Beverley was dead. After- 
wards, amongft other private affairs of her family, flie told 
me who was the author of The whole Duty of Man ; at the 
lame time pulling out of a private drawer a manufci ipt tied 
" together and ftitched in Octavo, which /he declared was 
4t the original written by Lady Pakington her mother, who 
*' difowned ever having wrote the other books attributed to 
4< the fame author, except The Caufesof the Decay of Chrijlian 
44 Piety. She added that the MS. had been perufed by Dr. 
49 Covil Matter of Trinity College Cambridge ; Dr. Stamford 
41 Prebend of York ; and Mr. Binks Rector of the great 
V Church of Hull" A fecm- 
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A feeming difficulty arifes from this laft evidence, where 
Mrs. Eyre * tells us, that Lady Pakington difowned writing 
the other five treatifes, which have been conftantly attributed 
to the author of Tbe whole Duty of Man. Poflibly therefore, 
we may be at liberty to understand Mrs. Eyre's declaration, 
as implying no more than that Lady Pakington did not lay any 
claim to thofe books, nor upon any occafion ever mentioned 
them as hers. Otherwife, it will be difficult, if not impofliblc, 
to reconcile this declaration with Biftiop Fell's having published 
all thofe feveral treatifes, as the works of the fame author. 
For if we could fuppofe Bifhop Fell who had full commiflion 
to do whatever he pleafed with lbme, if not all of thofe traces, to 
have made ever fo great alterations in them (as indeed he has 
been complained of for doing fo in another cafe f ) yet ftill I 
think this will hardly juftify Lady Pakington's pofidvely deny- 
ing herfelf to be the author of thofe works, if they were 
originally her own compositions. 

Upon the whole, I hope it appears that Lady Pakington's 
title to this performance is by far the cleared of all thofe to 
whom it has been attributed. Whether her own title be ab- 
folutely afcertained, muft be left to the judgment of the fair 
and unprejudiced. And for the other fort of people, who in- 
fift upon no Woman's being equal to the undertaking, I would 
beg them only to reflect, whether this argument does not ra- 
ther make again ft themfelves: for how improbable it is, while ■ 

' This ingenious Lady was the wife of England. In a Letter of Hers to a Friend, 

Antony Eyre of Rampton in the county of cctafinned by Bi/hof Lake's Declaration, Thai 

Nottingham, Efq. Immediately after the be died in tbe belief tbtrtof. Lond. 1689, 

Revolution, was publilh'd of her writing, and 1710. Oftavo. 
a pamphlet intitled, Tbe Opinion of tbe ( Vid. Mr. Wood's Atb. Oxvt. vol. 2. 

pious and learned Mrs. Eyre, Daughter to col. 60c. Edition 1692. Ibid. pag. 

tbe excellent Lady P J KING TON, con- 481. And alfo Mr. Wood's life pub- 

teming tbe DoQrine of Pajjive Obedience, as tiihed by Mr. Hearne, at the end of 

the Difiingnijhing Cbaralter of tbe Chimb of Tho. Cay. Pag. 594, 602. 

the 
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the ladies lie under this imputation, that Lady Pakington could 
have had fo many concurring teftimonies in her favour, if they 
had not been founded on real matter of fadt. 

I fhall now proceed to give a catalogue of all the writings 
of this excellent author, in the fame order they (land in the 
folio edition. 

The Whole Duty of Man, laid down in a plain and familiar 
•way, for the ufe of all, but especially the meanejl reader. Divided 
into 1 7 chapters : one whereof being read every Lords-day, the 
whole may be read over thrice in the year. Necejfary for all 
families. With private devotions for feveral occafons, Fol. 
London, 1725. 

I (hall not attempt to give an account of all the various 
editions of this and the following treatifes, they being too 
numerous to be inferted here ; but it may not be improper to 
obferve, that The whole Duty of Man was firft printed in 1657: 
and that it has been tranflated into Latin by Dr. Richard 
Lucas : and into Welfh by Dr. William Bell She hath alfo 
written, 

The Caufes of the Decay of Cbriftian Piety. Or an impar- 
tial Survey of the Ruines of Cbriftian Religion, undermin'd by 
zmchrijlian practice, Lond. 1725. And relying upon Bifhop 
Fell's authority, I prefume to fay (he hath written, 

The Gentleman's Calling, Lond. 1725. This performance 
was firft publim'd by Dr. Humphrey Henchman, 1659, with 
a preface of his own compofing, which is wholly omitted in 
the Fol. Edition. Likewiie 

The Ladies Calling in Two Parts, Lond. 1725. This 
piece was 6rft publifhed by Bifhop Fell, to which he pre- 
fixed an epiftle to the reader, giving an account after what a 



t Via. Wood's AiAtM Ox*n. Vol. II. Col. 736. Ed. 1721. 
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private manner the copy thereof, accompanied with a letter 

came to his hands. This cpiftle is left out of the Fol. Ed. 
The Government of the Tongue ', Lond. 1725. And 
The Art of Contentment ', Lond. 1725. Alfo 
The Lively Oracles given to us, or the Chrijlians Birtb-right 

sind Duty in the Cujlody and ufe of the Holy Scripture*, 

Lond. 1725. 

Thefe are all the works of this author which are yet known 
to have been publifhed. The two following compofitions, 
which have not yet been committed to the prefs, I have 
thought proper to fubjoin to this account, not only as they ap- 
pear valuable in themfelves, but becaufe a fimilitude of ftyle 
and exprefiion, which I believe the reader will obferve between 
thefe and her other writings, will be a confirmation of what 
I have endeavoured to prove. They were copied from a ma- 
imfcript at Weftwood, by a lady, who docs not give me leave 
to mention her name, but whofe veracity no one who is ac- 
quainted with her, will ever call in queftion. 

" A prayer for King Charles the fecond in his banHhment. 

" O thou fupreme Majefty, by whom Kings reign ; in whofe 
hands their hearts are, to turn them whither foever thou 
"** wilt ; we moft humbly befeech thee to pour down the 
richeft of thy mercies upon thy fervant our Xing; to take 
him into thine own immediate and fpecial protection ; and 
** proportion thy afliftances and rekefe to the greatness of his 
needs and deftitutions. O Lord he is a young unexperienced 
*' pylot to fteer fo torn a reflell in fo impetuous a ftorm : O 
■*' thou that ftilleft the rage of the fea, and the madnels of 
Ht the people, fay to thefe waves be calmed. If it be thy 
H * will, bring him by a ferene and gentle paflage to the haven 

" where 
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** where he would be. But if thy wifdom hath otherwife dc- 
figned, and he muft yet longer abide the tempeft, yet, O 
'* Lord, let not the water floods drown him ; be thou his 
guide in this terrible deep ; and furnifh him abundantly 
with thofe gifts and graces which are ufeful for him in any 
*« of his capacities. Above all, Lord, grant him to anchor 
" upon thee, and to weigh all his deliberations, in the ballance 
*' of the fancluary : O Lord, make him ftill to remember 
" there is a God in Ifrael : and let him abhor to fend to the 
God of Ekron for help ; by any indirect arts, or unchriftian 
compliances, to put himfelf out of the road of thy bene- 
" dictions. Let thy mercy pardon whatfoever hath already 
*' of this kind pafSfrom him ; let the unfuccefsfullnefs of thofe 
" finifter expedients, but mod particularly the fin of them, 
" be a perpetual document to him to rely no more on fuch 
" broken reeds ; but on the Lord Jehovah, in whom is ever- 
lafting ftrength. And when thou haft fecured his afraid 
from the ill afpect of his own fins or frailties, be pleafed, O 
" Lord, to fence them from the more malignant influence of 
<c ours, and let not that treacherous party within our own 
** bofom continue to blaft all his entcrprizes ; but let our 
*' prayers and tears and penetencies, as earneftly contend for 
*' him, as ever our perjuries, blafphemies, and abominations, 
*' have done againft him. And then, O Lord, when our 
" iniquities, which feparate between thee and us, are re- 
moved ; we know thy hand is not fliortned that it cannot 
favej it^ all one with thee to help with many or no 
ftrength. 

" Give falvation to the King j and, in all outward difadvan- 
tages, let thine own arm fupport, and thy righteoufnefs 
" fuftain him. Let this little cloud of hope, that feems no 
" bigger than a man's hand, yet fpread it felf upon the whole 
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44 Heavens and bring down a refrefhing fhower upon him and 
44 his people. Protect his facred perfon ; profpcr his defigns ; 
44 fatten him as a nail in a fure place } and hang upon him all 
" the glory of his father's houfe ; that he may be a repairer of 
" the breach, the reftorer of the cities to dwell in } that he 
44 may be a nurfing father of the church, and may comfort 
44 the wafte places of Sion. But if our fins have fo far in- 
44 cenfed thee, that, as thou haft taken away our King in thy 
44 wrath, fo thou wilt not give us another, unlefs it be in 
44 thine anger ; if thou haft dcfigned him to fucceed his bleffed 
44 father, not in his Throne, but in his fufferings ; make him 
44 likewife to fucceed him in his virtues. Give him that in- 
" ward foveraintye over his own paftions, more valuable than 
44 a thoufand kingdoms j and let him fo chearfully wear his 
44 crown of thorns with his Saviour here, that he may receive 
44 a crown of glory from him hereafter, and that for the 
44 merits of the fame Jefus Chrift. 



A Prayer for Refignation. 



«c 



Lord, I befeech thee to incline my foul to do and fuffer 
thy will, whatfoever it is ; with that readinefs and courage, 
44 and chearfullnefs here, with which they that do continu- 
44 ally behold thy face, do alwaies excute thy commands dc- 
44 livered in heaven. For the time that it (hall by thy will, 
44 that I attend thy fervice here below, Lord, fhew me the 
44 way that I fhould walk in, that I may not live ^profitably 
44 before thee. Be thou pleated to employ me as thy fervant, 
tho' moft unworthy that honour, to bring in fome glory to 
thy name j fome eftimation to thy holy faith whereunto I 
am called ; fome advantage to others, efpecially to thofc 
« who are near unto fome improvement in their fpiritual etcr- 

" ml 
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** nal ftate, fome fruit to my account, fome ground of com- 
" fort and rejoicing to my own foul. Lord, carry me fafe 
and unmoved, and undefiled thro' all the unquiet billows 
and defilements of this life: and in all the exercifes of my 
vigilancy, patience and conftancy, do thou continue to 
" watch over me. Not to permit me to fall off from them 
" through any part of the deceitfulloefs of fin, the repeated 
** importunity of the tempter, the empty terrors or the allure- 
" ments of the world, or the floth and treachery of my foul. 
" Lord, it is thy retraining grace, from which I acknowledge 
" to have received all the degrees of innocence, thy preven- 
" ting and aflifting, from which I have derived all the ftrength 
** unto victory over my fin j and be thou pleafed to continue 
" theie fecurities of thine to me, every hour and minute of 
" my life j that under the /hadow of thy wings I may rejoice : 
" that by this armor of thine, I may have truce, or victory 
" over all my gholtly enemies ; and then, Lord, for viands 
" of this fliort travail of mine } for the remainder of it, give 
" me a heart to be fatisfied and rejoice in my portion, be it 
" the mcaneft, that thy wifdom, on the fight of my infir- 
" mities, mall fee fitteft to chufe for me. And how long or 
** how fhort fpace foever thou (halt be pleafed to continue 
me here, be pleafed aifo to continue my thirft of thee : 
which, without forfeking my ftation, may anticipate the 
comfort and joy of beholding thee; that feeking and 
favouring of the things above, I may have my fruit unto 
" holinefs, and the end everlaftiiig life, through Jefus Chrift 
€t our Lord, Amen." 

She had for fome time before her death been labouring to 
compleat a book intitled The Government of the Thoughts, 
which is taken notice of by Biihop FcU, in the following 

manner. 
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manner, " Had Almighty God lent longer life to this eminent 
" perfon, we might have received many and great benefits 
" by it ; and particularly a juft treatife, which was defigned 
44 and promifed of The Government of the Thought s t an argu- 
*' ment which none had more deeply confidered in it's ut- 
" moil extent, or was better prepared, fully to comprehend 
" or give direction in ; for as 'tis the prerogative of omnifci- 
" ence to know the thoughts of others ; fo it requires a great 
" meafure of divine afliftance and purity of heart to under- 
" ftand ones own. And certainly had this work been fini/h- 
" ed, it would have equal'd, if not excelled, whatever that 
" inimitable hand had formerly wrote." 

And the fame truly primitive prelate informs us, that the 
compofcr of thofe excellent treatiies was " wife, and humble, 
" temperate, chafte, patient, charitable and devout ; liv'd a 
" whole age of great aufterities, and maintain'd an unditturbed 
" ferenity in the midft of them." 

Full of years, and of good works, flic died May the i oth, 
1 679 i and was buried in a vault in the church at Hampton 
Lovett, in Worccfterfiiire j where is a fmali memorial of her 
infcribed at the bottom of the monument erected for the 
late Sir John Pakington, which is as follows. 

Ja the fame Church lyes 
Sir fohn Packington, K'. and Bar 1 , 
ana" his Lady, Grandfather and Grand- 
mother to the /aid Sir John } the firft 
try'd for bis Life, and fpent the greaUfl 

Part of his Fortune in adhering to 
King Charles I. And the latter Jujlly 
refuted, the Authorefs of the JVbole 
duty of Man : Who was Exemplary 
jor her great Piety and Goodnefs. 

ANNE 
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KILLIGREW. 



ANNE KILLIGREW, daughter of Dr. Henry 
Killigrew, Mafter of the Savoy, and one of the Pre- 
bendaries of Weftminfter, was born in St. Martins Lane in 
London, in the times of Usurpation, a little before the Re- 
iteration of King Charles the fecond ; and was chriftened in a 
private chamber, the offices of the common-prayer not be- 
ing then publickly allowed. 

Her fuperior genius being improved by the advantage of a 
polite education, (he became eminent in the arts of poetry 
and painting : and had it pieafed divine providence to have 
prolonged her life, Ihe might probably have excelled moft of 
the profeflbrs in both. 

Mr. Dryden feems quite lavifli in her commendation : but 
as we are allured by a writer of great probity that he has 
not faid any thing of her, which Ihe was not equal to, if .not 
fuperior ; let him be my voucher for her flcill in poetry 

» Wood's Atbtiue Oxen. Vol. II. Col. ' Vid. his Odt prcEx'd to her Pttmt, 
4036 Edit, ijzu -Suae. 5. 

Art 
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Art flie had none, yet wanted none : 

For nature did that want fupply, 

So rich in treafures of her own, 

She might our boafted ftores defy : 

Such noble vigour did her verfe adorn, 

That it feem'd borrow'd where 'twas only born. 

That great poet is pleafed to attribute to her every excellence 
in that fcience : but if flic has failed of fome of its excellen- 
cies, ftill fhould we have great reafon to commend her for 
having avoided thofe faults by which fome have derived a re- 
flection on the fcience it felf, as well as on themfelves. Speak- 
ing of the purity and chaftity of her compofitions, he beftows 
on them this commendation. 

Her Arethufian ftream remains unfoil'd, 

Unmixt with foreign filth, and undenTd, 

Her wit was more than man, her innocence a child. 

She was a great proficient in the art of painting : and drew 
King James the fecond and his Queen ; which pieces, are 
highly applauded by Mr. Dryden. She drew feveral hiftory 
pieces, fome of which will be taken notice of in the cata- 
logue of her poems $ alfo fome portraits for her diverfion ex- 
ceedingly well ; and likewife fome pieces of ftill— life. Mr. 
Becket did her picture in Mezzo-Tinto after her own paint- 
ing k , which is prefix'd to her poems. 

Thofe engaging and polite accomplifliments were the leaft 
of her perfections \ for (he crowned all with an exemplary 

k Vld. Tin Art »f Painting, and /hLivti of the Pat uteri, tec. 8vo. Lqnd. 1706. p. 406. 
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piety towards God, in a due obfcrvance of the duties of religi- 
on, which me began to practice in the early part of her life. 
But as her uncommon virtues are enumerated in her monu- 
mental infeription, I mall only obfervc from Mr. Wood, that 
fhe was one of the maids of honour to the Dutchefc of York : 
And that fhe died of the fmall-pox, in the very flower of her 
age, to the unfpeakable grief of her relations, and all others 
who were acquainted with her excellencies, in her father's 
lodgings within the Cloifter of Weftminfter Abbey, on the 
16th day of June, 1685, in her 25th year. 

Mr. Dryden's mufe put on the mourning habit on this fad 
occafion, and lamented the death of our ingenious poetefs in 
very moving (trains, in a long ODE; from whence 1 mall 
take the liberty of tranferibing the eighth Stanza : and the 
rather, as it does honour to another female character. 

Now all thofe charms, that blooming grace, 
The well-proportion'd fhape, and beauteous face, 
Shall never more be feen by mortal eyes } 
In earth the much lamented vkgin lies ! 
Not wit, nor piety could fate prevent ; 
Nor was the cf * k£)efliny content 
To finifli all the murder at a blow, 
To fweep at once her life, and beauty too ; 
But, like a harden'd fellon, took a pride 
To work more mifchievoufly flow, 
And plunder'd firft, and then deftroy'd. 
O double facriledge on things divine 
To rob the rclique, and deface the flirine ! 

But thus Orinda dy'd : 
Heav'n, by the fame difeafe, did both tranllate, 
As equal were their fouls, fo equal was their fate. 

X x She 
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She was buried in the Chancel of St. John Baptift's Chapel 
in the Savoy Hofpital. On the north fide of which is a very 
neat monument of marble and frec-ftone, fix'd in the wall, 
on which is engraved a Latin infcription, which I transcribed 
from the monument ; but as the printed one is more full and 
large, I chofe rather to give it with the Englifh tranllation, as 
they ftand printed before her poems. 

P. M. S. 

Anna; Killigrew, 
Do&oris Killigrew Filiae 
quae in ipfo oEtatis flore obijt, 
Junij 1 6, 1685. 

Heu jacet, fato vi&a, 
Qua? ftabat ubique VicTtrix 
Forma*, ingenio, religione ; 
Plura Collegerat in fe Un3J 
Quam vel Sparfa mireris in omnibus. 
Talem quis pingat, nifi penicillo, quod tradavit ? 
Aut quis canat, nifi Poeta fui fimilis ? 
Cum tanta fciret, hoc unum ignoravit, 
Quanta, nempc, eflct! 

Aut fi norit, 
Mirare Modeftiam, 
Tantis incorruptam dotibus 
Laudes meruifle fatis illi fuit, 
lias ne vel audiret, laudatores omnes fugerat, 
Contenta paterno Lare, 
"T>um & fibi Aula patebat adulatrbc. 

Mundum 
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Mundum fapere an potuit, 
Quae ab infantia Chriftum fapuerat ? 
Non modo Temper Virgo, 
Sed & virginum Exemplar. 
Gentis fuae Decus, 

JEvi Splendor, 
Sexus Miraculum. 
Nulla Vertute inferior cuiquam, 
Cuilibet fuperior multa. 
Optimi Deliciae patris, 
Etiam numeroJa* optimaque prole fortunatiffimi : 
Priorem tamen invidit nemo, 
(Seu frater, feu foror) 
Quin potius coluere omnes, omnibus fuavem 6c officio&m, 
Amorifque commune Vinculum & Centrum. 
Vix ifta credes, Hanc fi nefcieris ; 
Credet majora, qui fcierit. 

Abi Viator, & Plange : 
Si earn plangi oporteat, 
Cui, tarn pie morienti, 
Vel Coelites plauferint. 

The fame in Englijh. 

By death, alas, here conquer'd lies, 
She who from all late bore the prize 
In beauty, wit, vertue divine : 
In whom thofe graces did combine, 
Which we admir'd in others fee, 
When they but fingly fcatter'd be ! 

Xx 2 Who 
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Who her, fo Great, can paint befidc, 

The pencil her own hand did guide ? 
What verfe can celebrate her fame 
But fuch as flic hcrfelf did frame ? 

Though much excellence flic did fhow, 
And many qualities did know, 
Yet this, alone, Aie could not tell, 
To wit, Hew much fix did excell. 
Or if her worth fhe rightly knew, 
More to her modeity was due, 

That parts in her no pride could raifc "\ 

Dcfirous dill to merit praife, \ 

But tied, as flic dcl'crv'd, the bays. } 

Contented always to retire, 

Court glory flie did not admire ; 

Although it lay fo near and fair, 

It's grace to none more open were : 

But with the world how fliould flie clofe, 

W ho Clnjl in her firft childhood chofe ? 

♦ 

So with her parents flie did live, 
That they to her did honour give, 
As flic to them. In a num'rous race 
And vcrtuous, the highclt place 
None envy'd her : lifters, brothers 
Her admirers were and lovers : 
She was to all s'obliging fweet,, 
All in one love to her did meet. 
A virgin-life not only led, 
But it's example might be laid. 

The 
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The ages ornament, the name 
That gave her fex and country fame. 

Thofe who her perfon never knew, 



Will hardly think thefc things are true : 
But thofe that did, will more believe, 
And higher things of her conceive. 

Thy eyes in tears now, reader, fteep 
For her if t lawful be to weep, 
Whofe bleiTed and feraphick end 



Soon after her death was printed and published a book en- 
titled Poems by Mrs. Anne Killigrew, London 1686, in a 
large thin quarto : and contains (befides the publifher's preface, 
Mr. Dryden's long Ode in praiHe of the author, &c.) .an 100 
pages. As this book is very fcarce, and difficult to be pro- 
cured, I will here fubjoin a catalogue of the poems it con- 
tains, in the enumerating of which, I mould not other wife 
have been fo particular. 

Alexandras. 
"To the 

A Pajloral Dialogue. 
On Death. 

Firft epigram, Upon being contented with a Little. 
The fecond epigram, On Belinda. 
The third epigram, On an AtheijK 
The fourth epigram, On Galla. 
A Farewel to Worldly Joys. 




"The Complaint of a Lover. 



To 
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Love, the Soul of Poetry, 

To my Lady Berkley, afflicted upon her Son my Lord Berkley's 
early engaging in the Sea Service. 

St. John Baptifi painted bp her felf in the Wildernefs, with 
Angels appearing to him, and with a Lamb by him. 

Herodias's Daughter prefenting to her Mother St. John's 
Head in a Silver Charger, alfo painted by her felf. 

On a Picture painted by her felf, representing two Nymphs of 
Diana's, one in a Pofture to Hunt, the other Batheing. 

An Inveflive againjl Gold. 

The Miferies of Man. 

Upon the faying that my Verfes were made by another. 

In this poem arc the following verfes in praife of Mrs. 
Philips. 

Orinda (Albion's and her fexes grace) 
Ow'd not her glory to a beauteous face, 
It was her radiant foul that flion within, 
Which ftruck a luftre through her outward flcin ; 
That did her lips and cheeks with rofes dye, 
Advanc't her height, and fparkled in her eye. 
Nor did her fex at all obftrudt her fame, 
But higher 'mong the ftars it fixt her name ; 
What me did write, not only all allow'd, 
But ev'ry laurel, to her laurel, bow'd ! 

On the Birth-Day of Ofyeen Katherine. 
To my Lord Colrane, in Anfwer to his Compkmental Verfes 
fent me under the Name of Cleanor. 
The Difcontent. 
A Pafioral Dialogue. 
A Pafioral Dialogue. 

On 
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On my Aunt Mrs. A. K. drowned under London Bridge in 
the Queen's Barge, 1 64 1 . 

On a Young Lady, whofe Lord was travelling. 

On the Dutcbefs of Grafton, under the Name of Allinda, a 
Song. 

Penelope to Ulyfes. 

An Epitaph on her felf. 

An Ode. 

Extemporary Counfel given to a young Gallant in a Frolick. 
Chris Charms dijfohed by Eudora. 

Upon a little Lady under the Difcipline of an excellent Perfon. 
On the foft and gentle Motions of Eudora. 



ELIZABETH 
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ELIZABETH WALKER. 



ELIZABETH WALKER Was born in London, in Buck- 
lerfbury, on Tmirfday the twelfth day of July, A. D. 
1623. She was the eldeft daughter of Mr. John Sadler, 
citizen and grocer of London: a man of a very generous 
and charitable difpolition. He was born at Stratford upon 
Avon in Warwickfhire, where his anceftors lived in good re- 
pute j his father being poflefled of an eftatc of 400 1. per 
annum. Her mother, Elizabeth Sadler, was the daughter 
of the Reverend Mr. Dackum, ibmetime Minifter of Portf- 
mouth. 

She had an early fenfc of virtue, and piety, being from her 
childhood moft ftri&ly religious; fo religious,' that her tender 
years were by that means attended with much anxiety and 
affliction, about her fpiritual concerns. The awful regard 
Ihe had to the gofpel rules and precepts, made her very tender 
and fearful of tranfgrefling them : and the ftridt and fevere 
cenfure me pa{fed upon any the leaft departure from them, 
proved the occafion of great uneafinefs to her. 

On the 23d of July, in the year 1650, me was married to 
the Reverend Anthony Walker, D. D. and minifter of Fy- 
field in the county of ElTex. Upon this happy marriage, 
thofc clouds which fo darken'd her undcrftanding, and dif- 

quieted 
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quieted her foul, were foon diflipatcd and difpell'd ; for by 
the affiftance of this her moft friendly guide and director, fhe 
overcame all thofe doubts and fears, and diftingujfhed her- 
felf very eminently, through the remaining ftages of her life, 
in a moft amiable and chearful exercife of every chriftian 
virtue j being a moft fincere and faithful friend, and of fuch 
exemplary kindnefs and compamon to the poor and indigent, 
as hardly to admit of a parallel. How excellent a mother 
fhe was will appear in the fequel of this fliort narration. 
And her conjugal virtues were fuch, as not only endeared 
her to her hufband while fhe was living, but put him upon 
endeavouring to tranfmit them to pofterity. This fliort ac- 
count of her, is wholly drawn from his hiftory of her 
Holy Life and Death, &c. printed in 8vo. 1 690. To which 
I refer the curious and inquifitive reader. 

The account he gives of her, was, it feems, grounded up- 
on the long experience he had had of her virtues ; fhe having 
lived with him almoft forty years. 

She died after a fhort illnefs, February 23, 1689-90, and 
was buried at Fyfield on the 27th of the fame month. 

The Dr. informs us, that after her death, amongft her 
many ufeful and pious writings, he found a large book in 
8vo. The beginning of which contains many excellent in- 
flruSlions, and religious directions, for the ufe of her two 
daughters, who were then living ; to teach them bow to ferve 
God acceptably, and promote the fahation of their fouls. The 
latter end bears this title, Some Memorials of God's providences 
to my bujband, felf and children. Many fpecimens of this 
performance may be feen in the Dr's. account of her life. 
She like wife wrote Contemplations on the 1 04/& Pfalm, 1 oth 
verfe. To which is prefixed, a large and pious introduc- 

Y y tion, 
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tion, (hewing what were the motives that led her to 
the following thoughts j which were chiefly, the confider- 
ation of God Almighty's conftant fupport of the whole cre- 
ation j and unlimitted goodnefs to all the works of his 
hands. 

The Dr. has publilhed by way of appendix to her life, 
fome few of the directions (he compofed for her childrens 
inftructions ; and feveral of the pious letters, which (he 
wrote to her relations and friends. 
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ANNE BAYNARD. 

' • ;7. -v. 

THIS learned and judicious gentlewoman was born at 
Prefton in Lancashire : and was the beloved daughter 
and only child of Dr. Edward Baynard, Fellow of the College 
of Phyiicians, London, (a gentleman of a very antient and 
genteel family 1 ) by Anne his wife, daughter of Robert Raw- 
linfon of Carkc, in the fame county, Efq; who perceiving her 
elegant and fprightly genius, joined with a natural propenfity 
to learning, moll generoufly gave her a very liberal education ; 
which flie improved to the beft and nobleft advantages. All 
which will appear in a much better light, than I can poffibly 
place it in, from the ingenious pen of the reverend and learn- 
ed John Prude, M. A. m whofe character of her, upon amoft 

' Mr. Collier in his Great Hificrual NARD, the ftrft RALPH, or the hit 

Ditlhuary, derives his defcent from the ANNE. 

famous Ralph Bnynard. who came into From the fermon preach'd at the 

England with Kinp William the firlt : parith church of Barnes, in the county of 

ana who for his conduct and courage at Surrey, June 16, 1697. Printed in the 

the battle of Hailing^ wai rewarded by fame year, and dedicated to the Lady 

the conqueror with eighty five lordlhips, Mary Fane ; the Lady Catherine Lon- 

which are fpecificd in Dugdalc's Etimuige, guv-I ; the Lady Rachel Delves ; Madam 

vol I pag. 461. He made a very treat Mary Bampficld; Madam Diana Mon- 

nVu re at that time, as appears from love- taguc; Madam Mary Ewer; Madam 

ral of our hilionanb ; and yet, Mr. Collier Catherine Broncker; the three lall related 

makts it a qucition, which has done moll to, and all admirers of the deceafed, and 

honour to the iuiuc ar.d family of BAY- equally admired by her. 
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folemn occafion, will, I prefume, be thought by the candid 
reader, not to be a panegyrick on her virtues, but a fair nar- 
rative of them. He himfelf profefles it to be fuch, and tells 
us in the introductory part of his difcourfe, " that as the 
" learued and ingenious young gentlewoman, did never make 
" a ftiew of any fondncl's or affectation in her outward drefs, 
" when living; fo a plain and ordinary one may be the better 
" excufed, now (he is dead." But more efpecially what he 
fays of her great learning, is the lefs liable to be fufpedted of 
flattery, becaufe he feems apprehenfive that the trifling and de- 
praved tafte of the world, will not fuffer this to be any 
great means of advancing her reputation. " What I fhall 
H fay (fays he) in relation to her learning, perhaps may find 
" but indifferent entertainment in this age, when it is bc- 
" come a fafliion more than ever, for young women to 
" fpend the greateft portion of their time in ornamentals, 
" in preparing moduli and accomplim'd drefles for the body ; 
" whilft little or no time is laid afide, to adorn the foul 
with decent and ufeful knowledge. 

** The Apoftle St. Paul, indeed acquaints us with certain 
" women in his time, who were always learning, but never 
" able to come to the knowledge of the truth. ' But fhe 
" was none of thofc women, but the rather might truly fay," 
(however unwilling foe might be to fay it) with David, 
/ have more under/landing than tny teachers, I underftand more 
than the antients. ' 

" Which moft evidently appeared to any one that had the 
V leaft converfation with her. 

" For, as for learning, whether it be to know and un- 
«_« derftand natural caufes and events, to know the courfes of 

• a. Tim. iii. 7; • P&Ijd, cxix. 100. 
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u the fun, moon, and ftars j the qualities of herbs and plants ; 
" to be acquainted with the demonftrable verities of the 
u mathematics ; the ftudy of philofophy ; the writings of 
" the antients, and that in tneir own proper language, 
" without the help of an interpreter : Thefe and the like 
" are the moil noble accomplifhments of a human foul, 
" and accordingly do bring great delight and fatisfaction 
" along with them ; and thefe things me was not only con- 
" verfant in, but mirtrefs of; and that to fuch a degree, 

that very few of her fex did ever arrive at. 

" She had from her injfancy been trained up in the 
" knowledge of thefe things, and had made a great pro- 
u grefs therein; and even in her green years, at the age 
" of twenty three, was arrived to the knowledge of a 
«' bearded philofopher. 

" But that which is moft our wonder is ; that one fo young,' 
'* of an infirm conftitution, and the tendereft fex, not accuf- 
" tomed to the advantages of the philofophick fchools, 
M mould in the hard knotty arguments of metaphyseal 
" learning, be a mod nervous and fubtle difputant. And 
" therefore, let none difpair or complain of the roughnefs 
" of the path, or the acclivity of virtue's hill, for me was a 
" clear and lively inftancc that neither the crabbednefs of 
u languages, nor the abftrufenefs of arts and fciences can be 
5* too hard for diligence and application. 

* c She took great pains to perfect her knowledge in the 
w Greek Tongue, that me might with greater pleafure read 
« that elegant father St. Chryfoftome in his own pure and 
" native ftyle. Her being very well acquainted with the 
« Greek Teftament, in whkn me was much converfant, 
" was a great help to improve her flcill in that language. 
" She was not iatisfied with reading only, but having an 

« eye 
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" eye to that faying of the Great Poet, Semper ego Auditor 
" tantum, (he fet herfelf to the compoling of many things 
" in the Latin Tongue, which were rare and ufeful in their 
" kind, and which I have feen with abundance of delight 
«' and fatisfaction. Wherein it docs appear fhe had a beauty 
" in her ftyle, as well as in her countenance, and if they 
«' (hall be made publick will be the admiration, as well as 
" the entertainment of the thinking part of mankind. She 
u had indeed a vaft and comprehenfive knowledge, a large 
** and exalted mind, a ftrong and capacious memory, ftill 
" coveting more and more knowledge - y and in this particular 
"alone (he would often fay," It was a fin to be contented with 

but a little. ifc>\»w*| 
" But after all this, with what profound humility, with 
" what proftration of mind, would flie cry out with St Paul," 
/ count all things but Jofs, for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Cbrift Jefus my Lord. > 

" In which ftudy (he was no fmall proficient, and has often 
" by her nervous arguments, and by the grace of God which 
" was in her, put to filence fomc of thofe bold men, who 
" have attempted (even in thefe our days, when the light 
" of the gofpel is fo clearly fhining among us) to revive that 
" old baffled herefie of Socinus : and (he did much lament 
" that fuch lewd opinions mould gain any footing, or the leaft 
" entertainment among thofe that profefs the religion of the 
«< Crucify'd Jefus. 

*< I have heard her fay, that human learning was worth 
" nothing, unlefs as a handmaid it led to the knowledge of 
^Chrift revealed in the gofpel," as our otriy Lord and 

. * Philip, iii. 8. 
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" And would difcourfe very finely after this manner. 

What availeth Solomon's Jkill in all the works of nature, if 
by them we be not brought to fee the God of nature ? 

What is it faith me, to be fo fkilful in AJlronomy, as that 
we can foretd things here below, if we never Jludy by our holy 
practices to come thither ? 

What is it to be fo fkilful in Arithmetick, as that we can 
divide, and fubdivide to the fmallefl fractions ? if (as God 
hath revealed unto us in his holy word J We do not fo learn 
to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wifdom. " 

What is it (fays me) for a pbyjician to be fo fkilful in fore- 
feeing and preventing the difeafes of the body, if (as God bath 
revealed unto him) be knowetb not where to find that balm 
cf Gilead, the Wine and Oil of that Samaritan, the Lord Jefus, 
to pour into the fefier'd Wounds of bis own foul and con- 
fcience. ' 

" Such as this was her frequent difcourfe, and will well 
** enough lead me to the fecond grace that did mine in her 
*' moft brightly, and that was her Piety. 

" And that as it branches it felf out into thefe two known 
?' duties, publick and private. 

" As for the publick, me was a conftant frequenter of the 
«' word and Sacrament, and the prayers of the church, which 
«' call for our daily attendance : She never mifled, unlefs hin- 
€t dred by fome bodily infirmity, to which in the latter part 
f* of her life fhe had been too fubjedt. 

" Her private piety and devotion was no lefs, by which 
« flie dieted her foul j and in her chamber, with holy David, 
fix communed with her own heart, privately examining the 

« Pfalm, xctx. 12. ' Jercm. vi.it. 



" rtatc 



354 MEMOIRS OF 

« 4 ft ate and condition of her foul, that fie might fiand in aive t 

and not Jin. 

" She greedily catch'd at all opportunities of retirement, 
" that (he might have the better entercourfe with Heaven j as 
" knowing it the fureft way of overcoming the world, and 
" living above it, was to fequefter, herfelf from it ; and the 
«' beft preparatory for death, was dying daily in holy folitude 
" and privacy : by which flie had fo difpofed her mind for 
" the time of her diflblution, that it pleafed God to give 
" her fome diftant prefages of it. 

" About two years before her death, her meditations lead- 
" ing her in her folitary walks into the church-yard ; and 
" refting herfelf in the porch there-, and no doubt ruminating 
en her mortality, which the place fuggefted to her, a fudden 
" thought j a ftrong impulfe broke in upon her mind, that 
" in a fliort time (he mould die, and be buried in that 
« very church-yard ; which was fo far from calling any 
" horror or melancholy upon her fpirits, that xm the con- 
" trary, it made her in love with the place, and (he did 
«« ever after defire to retire thither, and did accordingly chufe 
" it for her burial-place. 

*' The third thing that I mentioned, was her charity, 
« which, undeu her circumftances, could not be very extra- 
« c ordinary as to the fum, yet was it fo as to the chearfulnefs 
4C and conftancy of her giving j for whatever her allowance 
" was, (he duely laid afide a certain portion of it to charitable 
<( and pious ufes : neither did her charity reft here, but railed 
" it felf to a higher degree of (pirituality, and beyond the 
" fecne of this world : (he had a great love for the fouls of 
" men } and was heartily afflicted with the errors, follies, 
" and vices of this prefent age, to fee that thofe who call- 
< f ed themfelves chriftians ihould by bad principles and worfe 

« c practice, 
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c< pra&ice, dimonour their profefiion, and not only hazard 
" their own ialvation, but that of their weak brother too, 
" for whom Chrift died : and this temper of mind made her 
not only importunate in her intercemons for the good of 
the world, but gave her courage and difcretion above her 
years or fex, to benefit the fouls of thofe (he converfed 
with, by friendly reproof, good counfel, or fome learned 
or pious difcourfe. 
" In the exercife of this chriftian love (he lived, in this 
" me died ; and here that I may not be thought to fiourifh 
" only in this matter, be pieafed to understand, that ihe de- 
" fired me [kith the Revd. Mr. Prude] on her death bed, that 
" I would exhort all young people to the ftudy of wifdom 
" and knowledge, as the means to improve their virtues, 
" and bring them to the trueft happinefs : and this I think, I 
" cannot do better, than in the words which were taken 
4 * from her own mouth, juft upon her departure, when her 
" foul was hovering upon her lips, ready to take the wing 
*' for that other world. 

" Her words were thefe, which were faithfully pen'd 
" down and delivered into my own hands." 

/ defire (fays (he) that all young people may be exhorted to the 
pradlice of virtue, and to encreafe their knowledge by the Jludy 
of pbilofophy, and more efpecially to read the great book of 
nature, wherein they may fee the wifdom and power of the great 
creator, in the order of the univerfe, and in the production, 
and prefervation of all things. It will fx in their minds a 
love to fo much perfection, frame a divine idea, and an aw- 
full regard of God, which will heighten devotion, and lower the 
fpirit of pride, and give a habit and difpofition to bis fervice ; 

Zz it 
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it 'will make us tremble at jolly and profanenefs, and command 
reverence and proflration to bis great and holy name, 

That Women (fays (he) are capable of fuch improvements, 
which will better their judgments and under/landings, is pafi 
<all doubt ; would they but Jet to it in earneft, and fpend but half 
<of that time in jludy and thinking, which they do in vifits, 
•vanity and folly. 'Twould introduce a compofure of mind, end 
Jay a found bafis, and ground-work for wifdom and knowledge, 
/by which they would be better enabled to ferve God, and help 
their neighbours* 

Mr. Prude being minifter of the parifh, had undoubtedly 
frequent opportunities of forming a right judgment, of this 
■gentlewoman. But tho' he has given us fuch a large, and 
iatisfadtory account of her feveral excellencies, yet he feems 
to lament it as his misfortune, that he knew her fo late 4 " I 
** Yhould otherwile (lays he) have learned much more from 
*« her 4 I fliould as the wife man fpeaks of wifdom in general, 
* f have" attended to her wifdom, and bowed mine ear unto her 
under (landing. 

The chara&er which Mr. Collier has given her, in his 
Great Hiflorical Dictionary, tho' rtiort, is fo full, and com- 
•prehenfive, as to take in fome particulars which even Mr. 
Prude had taken no notice of. " Anne Baynard (fays he) 
«' for her prudence, piety and learning, deferves to have her 
memory perpetuated ; being not only well (killed in the 
learned languages, but in all manner of learning and philo- 
fophy^ without vanity or afFedtatioa. Her words were 
" few, well c ho fen and expremve. She was feldom fcen 
to fmile, being rather of a referved and ftoical difpofition ; 
** which feci: of philofophers fhe moft affected 4 their doc- 
m trine (in moft parts) Xeeming agreeable to her natural 

" temper; 
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temper $ for (he never read, or fpake of them, but with a 
* c ibrt of delight and pleaiingnefs in her countenance : me had 
" a great contempt of the world, efpccially of the finery and 
" gaiety of life : (he had a great regard and veneration for the 
«* facred name of God, and made it the whole bufinefs of 
«' her life, to promote his honour and glory j and the great 
" end of her ftudy was, to encounter Athiefts and Liber- 
" tines, as may be feen in fome fcvere fatyrs written in the 
" Latin Tongue, in which language fhe had a great readinefs 
" and fluency of expreflion } which made a gentleman of no 
" final 1 parts and learning fay of her, 

Annam gens Solymaea, Annam gens Belgica jacTat ; 
At fuperas Annas, Anna Baynarda, duas. 

She died at Barnes in the county of Surrey, on the 1 2th 
of June, 1697, and was buried the 26th of the fame month, 
at the eaft end of the church-yard at that place ; where is a 
fmall monument in memory of her, on which are infcribed 
fome Englifli verfes, by no means worthy of her i and at the 
bottom, 

Anne Baynard, obiit 
Jun. 12. Ann. JEtat. fuse 25 Chrifti 
1697. 

O mortales ! quotufquifque veftrum cogitat, 
ex hoc momento pendet iEternitas. 

But Mr. Brown has well fupplied this deficiency by the 
following ingenious copy of Alciick • verfes on her death. 



» Vid. Vol. 3. pages 288, 289, 290. Edit. 1744. 
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In immaturum obitum Anna Baynard, filia; Edvardi Bay- 
nard t M. D. Virginis eruditiflima?, qua pridie Id. Jun. 
AnnoDom. 1697. 

Piam animam efflavit. 

Ergo eruditam perpetuus fopor 
Urget Baynardam ? Praecipe lugubres 

Thalia cantus, & feveros 

Quaere modos graviorc ple£tro. 
O Anna faecli degeneris uupor ! 
Gentis Britannae fpes, amor & decus ! 

O virgo in aeternum facratis 

Pieridum memoranda faftis ! 
Aptem decoros unde Lyra Modos ? 
Qua voce laudes aggrediar tuas. 

O digna cantari Novenis 

Caftalidum numeris piarum ! 
Te Graia Pallas nutriit in finu 
Mufse vocarunt te Latiae fuam : 

Te dote non una fuperbam 

In medios Sophia receflus 
Apollo duxit : fic tibi femina 
Nafcentis orbi6, fic penetralia,' 

Magnique natura labores, 

Et vacua? patuere fedes : 
Qua vi tumefcant aequora, fubdolum 
Lunae quid orbem proferat, aut premat : 

Quid contumax venti propago 

Moliis meditentur antris : 
r ■ Undc 
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Unde Iris arcum pingcre geftiat, 
Quis motor axcm dirigit aureum : 

Cur horridum fulgens Cometes 

Syrma minax per inane jaclet. 
Non te fagittis, ut reliquas, puer 
Lufit Cnpido ; nprmpr animnm deus 

Implevit ingentem, & capaces 

Igne facro tetigit medullas : 
Qualem trementi vidit in arbore 
Mofes, benigno lumine fplendidum, 

Denfos per errores comarum 

Mobilibus finuare gyris ; 
Cum flamma frondes lamberet innocens 
Ramis jocofos incutiens metus, 

Blandique veftirent calores 

Attonitum fine fraude veprem. 
Utcunque verno dura neceflitas 
Tc florc dccerptam abftulerit tuis, 

Quid luctui indulgemus atro ? 

Parte tui meiiore vivis. 
Sic fe renafcens funere fertili 
Pbcebeus ales morte refeminat, 

Buftoque committit fideli 

Emeritos rediturus artus. 
Hinc te micantem virgineo in Choro 
Comata caftis excipit ofculis, 

Scburmanna te vifam ftupefcens 

Inde cupit, fruiterque vUa. 
Circum decora ferta manu gerens 
Cceli juventas confluit, aureos 

Mirata Sermones, & alta 

Aure fonos bibit eflicaces. 
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Te candor, acqui confcia te Fides, 
Tc ignara Zonam folvere Caftitas, 
Te Veritas blandum renidens 
.ffitheriis comitantur arvis. 
Preftona fetix, ubcre quae finu 
Armam tulifti 1 tr mrmnrrR canent 
Fauftam CamGenac, tu fereris 
Perpetua fuper aftra fama : 
Nec Smyrna, vatis Maeonii parens, 
Nec quae Maronem Mantua protulit, 
Durabit asque, Orac'la vatum 
Siquid habent eclebrata veri. 
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ELIZABETH LEGGE. 



ELIZABETH tlie eldeft daughter of Edward Legge, 
Efq; (an anceftor of the Earl of Dartmouth's) by 
Mary his wife, daughter of Percy Walfh of Moyvallie 4 
was born about the middle of the reign of Queen Elizabeth s 
viz. 1 580. She had an excellent genius for languages, and 
having good care taken of her education, became well 
jkill'd in the Latin, Englifli, French, Spanifli, and Irifh 
Tongues. What ufe Ihe made of this learning, or whether 
{he wrote or tranflated any thing I know not. But, as I 
have the honour of being informed by the Right Honourable 
Countefs of Dartmouth, (he was blind many years before her 
death ; which was thought to have been occafion'd by much 
reading and writing by candle light : and that flie was efteem'd 
a good poet. She fpent the greater part of her life in Ireland ; 
and died unmarried toward the latter end of the feventeenth 
•century, aged 105 years. 

The longevity of this family k very remarkable. Thi6 lady 
had fix brothers, and fix lifters. William the eldeft diftin- 
:guiflied himfelf in a very fignal manner by his great prudence, 
<valour and loyalty to his Prince, King Charles the firft ; and 
died October J3, 1670, in the &2d year of his age. 

John 
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John Leggc, the fourth brother, was a Lieutenant Colonel 
in the Marquis of Antrim's Regiment in Ireland, in the time 
of King Charles I. Deputy Governor of Jerfey, in the reign 
of King James the fecond. And Ranger of Whichwood 
Foreft where he died in the year 1702, aged 109 years. 

Margaret, third daughter, was wife of Fitz-Gerald, Efq; 
lived above an hundred years, and was buried in Ireland. 

Anne fixth daughter was married to Anthony, Efq; and 

died in the 1 1 2th year of her age, in 1 702. 

And it may not be unworthy of remark, that their grand- 
father William Legge, Efq; died in the 93d year of his 
age. Vid. 3d. vol. of Mr. Collins's Peerage^ pag. 101, 102. 
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LADY 
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ORACE LADY GETHIN, daughter of Sir George 
\ N J Norton, of Abbots-Leigh in the county of Somerfet, 
Knight and Baronet, and of Frances his wife ; and wife of 
Sir Richard Gethin, of Gethin-Grott in Ireland, Baronet; 
was born (perhaps at Abbots-Leigh abovementioned) 1676. 

Her mother being a lady of great piety, and uncommon 
abilities j and obferving in her daughter a capacity capable of 
great improvement, took proper care in giving her all the ad- 
vantages of a liberal education. And the quick and early ad- 
vances fhe made in this way, were an ample recompence 
for all the pains which had been taken with her : She foon 
difcerned that true chriftian virtue, is the moft defirable at- 
tainment of which we are capable ; and that the beft ufe that 
can be made of a fuperior understanding, is to enable us to 
acquire further degrees of real goodnefs ; fo that her know- 
ledge was not more extraordinary, than was her commend- 
able and pious application of it. Dr. Birch obferves that to 



* In his Amivtrfary Sermon tm her death, March, 1 700 : and printed at the end of 
preached in Weftminfter- Abbey 28th of Lady Gethins Rtmaitu. 
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thefe her acquired abilities, were joined a natural probity of 
temper, a meek and candid behaviour, a remarkable Juftice 
and charity of action, and above all a fober and unaffected 
piety j which are but a part of her happy character. Her 
reading and obfervations were very extraordinary confidering 
her years ; for me had confidered and reflected on the human 
paflions, with an unufual penetration and accuracy of judg- 
ment ; and had laid fuch a fubftantial foundation for her con- 
duct in life, as would have made her a mining example of 
every chriftian virtue j highly ufeful to all her acquaintance, 
and extremely agreeable to all fuch as were worthy of it. 
They could not have failed to receive both benefit and delight, 
from thofe virtues, which in her writings lhc has recom- 
mended with fuch forcible arguments, and adorned with fuch 
beautiful images j but providence thought proper to deprive the 
world of this advantage very foon. And yet, as (a learned pre- 
late fpeaks in a parallel cafe") all this goodnefs and all this 
excellence was bounded within the compafs of twenty years ; 
for no longer was me allowed to live among us. She was 
fnatched out of the world as foon almoft as fhe had made 
her appearance in it ; like a jewel of higli price, juft fliewn a 
little, and then put up again ; and her acquaintance were 
deprived of her by that time they had learned to value her : 
but fhe had learned betimes how to die, and what eftimate 
to make of this flattering and inconftant world ; which made 
her without the leaft reluctance, furrender up her pious foul 
to God who gave it, October the nth, 1697, in the 21ft 
year of her age j and was buried in Weftminfter Abbey : 
on the louth fide of which is erected to her memory, a beau- 
tiful monument of black and white, and white vein'd marble, 

• Bilhop Atterbury, in his funeral difcourfe on the death of Lady Cutt». 

Of 
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of the Ionic order, adorned with the ftatue of a lady in full 
proportion, in a kneeling pofture j in her right hand a book, 
the left on her breail, between two Angels, one offering her 
a crown, the other a chaplet, on which is engraved the fol- 
lowing infeription w . 

To the pious memory of Dame Grace Getbin, wife of Sir 
Richard Getbin, of Getbin Grot in Ireland, Baronet , daughter 
of Sir George Norton, and grand-daugbter of Sir George Nor- 
ton, Knights j and great grand-daugbter of Sir William Owen 
of Salop, Sir Thomas Freak of Dorfet, and Sir Thomas Cul- 
pepper of Kent, Knights, who being adorned with all graces 
and perfections of mind and body, crowned them all with ex- 
emplary patience and humility j and having the day before her 
death moft devoutly received the holy communion, which /he /aid 
Jhe would not have omitted for ten thou/and worlds, Jhe plainly 
evinced her fure and certain hope of future blifs : And thus 
continuing fenfible to the lajl, Jhe refgned her pious foul to 
God, in fervent tranf ports of fpiritual joy and comfort, for her 
near approach to the heavenly glory. 

Her dear and difconfolate parents, for a lajling memorial of 
this her Godly and Blejjed End, have erected this monument, Jhe 
being the loft of their ijfue. 

The Arms : Azure, a Buck fpringant Argent, attired Or, 
on an Efcutcheon of Pretence of the 3d. Two Bars Gules, 
a Chief of the Firft. 

* Vid. CruU's Jhtiq. ofWtflminfitrAbbty, p. 24.5, 246, 247. 
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Argent, on a Bend between two Lions paflant Sable, Three 
Efcallop Shells Or. 

This impaled alfo with the fecond, with the addition of an 
Efcutcheon Ermin on the Chief. 

She wrote, and left behind her in loofe papers, a work, 
which foon after her death was methodized and publiflied, 
with the following title, Reliquee Getbiniana. Or, fome re- 
mains of the mojl ingenious and excellent lady, Grace Lady 
Getbin, lately dcceajed. Being a collection of choice difcourfes, 
plea/ant apothegms, and witty fentences. Written by her for 
the mojl part by way of ejjay, and at fpare hours. London, 
1 700, 4to. with her pifture before it. This work confifts of 
ingenious difcourfes upon Friendjhip t Love, Gratitude, Death, 
Speech, Lying, Idlenefs, of the World, Secrecy, Profyerity, and 
Adverftty, Of Children, Cowards, Bad-Poets, Indifferency, 
Ccnforicufnefs, Revenge, Boldnefs, Of Touth and Age, Cujlom, 
Charity, Reading, Beauty, Flattery, Riches, Of Honour and 
high Places, Of Pleafure, Sufpicion, Excufes, And lajlly 
Mifcellanies. 

Mr. Congreve employed his poetic genius in praife of this 
treatife. Speaking of the fliortnefs of life, and the difficulty 
of attaining knowledge, he proceeds thus \ 

Who-e'er on this reflects, and then beholds, 
With ftridl attention, what this book unfolds, 
With admiration ftruck, mall queftion who 
So very long could live, fo much to know ? 
For fo compleat the finifh'd piece appears, 
That learning fcems combin'd with length of years ; 
And both improv'd by pureft wit, to reach 
At all that ftudy, or that time can teach. 

» Vid. the 5 th vol. o(Mif<tltmy Potms, publilh'd by Mr. Drydcn, pages 158, 150. 

For 
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For perpetuating this lady's memory a fermon is to be 
preached in Weftminfter Abbey, yearly, on Afh-Wednefday 
for ever. Her Remains being very fcarce, and difficult to be 
procured, a fpecimen of her abilities from thence may not be 
unacceptable. 

Her refined and juft notions of friendfhip, may be learned 
by the following tranfcript from her difcourfe upon that 
head. 

" Friendfhip (fays fhe) is the allay of forrow, the eafe of 
" our paflion, the difcharge of our oppreffion, the fandhiary 
" to our calamities, the counfellor of our doubts, the clarity 
" of our minds, the remiffion of our thoughts, and the 
" improvement of whatever we meditate. Virtue, learning 
" and abilities, may be defpifed j only friendfhip is known to 
'* be fo ufeful and profitable, that none can defpife it. 

" He that doth a bafe thing in zeal to his friend, burns 
" the golden thread that ties their hearts together. The great- 
" eft bond and demonftration of real friendfhip, is to chule 
" to have his friend advanced in honour, in reputation, in the 
" opinion of wit or learning before himfelf. Certainly, friend- 
" fhip is the greateft bond in the world, which is the mar- 
" riage of fouls: it hath no other mcafures but its own, being 
" it felf as great as can be exprefled. Beyond death it cannot 
" go, to death it may j friendfhip being the greateft bravery 
" and ingenuity in the world : he is to be chofen my friend 
" who is moft worthy and moft excellent in himfelf ; not he 
" that can do moft good to me. Chufe to your friend him 
" that is wife, good, fecret, ingenious and honeft - t all which 
" are the very food of friendfhip." 

How much (he abhorr'd and detefted the monftrous vice 
of lying ; and how lively fhe has painted this enormous crime 
in all its various deformities, her excellent difcourfe upon that 

fubjecl 
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fubjecl is an ample demonftration of. The beginning of it 
runs thus. 

" A man that lycth is an hector towards God and a coward 
" towards man ; Tor a lye faces God, and (brinks from men, 
" No pleafure is comparable to the ftanding upon the advan- 
" tage ground of truth ; an hill not to be commanded, and 
" where the air is always clear and ferene. A lye ferves for 
" difTimulation, for perfidioufnefs, and almoft all crimes. To 
" lye for nothing is foolifli, and to lye for interefl: is a great 
" fault. There is nothing fo contrary to the Godhead as 
" lying, for truth is his infeparable attribute." 

No one feems to have had a greater regard and efteem for 
learning, or to know the advantages accruing from thence 
better than (he. 

" Reading (fays (he) ferves for delight, for ornament, and 
" for ability ; it perfects nature, and is perfected by experi- 
fi ence j the crafty condemn it, fimple admire it, and wife 
" men uie it. Some books are to be tafted or fwallowed, 
" and fome few to be chewed and digefted. Reading makes 
" a full man, conference a ready man ; and writing an exact: 
*' man. He that writes little, needs a great memory ; he that 
" confers little, a prefent wit ; and he that reads little, needs 
<{ much cunning to make him feem to know that which he 
" does not. Hijlory makes men wife j poetry witty ; mathe- 
" maticki fubtle, philofophy deep, morals grave, hgick and rbe- 
" torick able to contend ; nay, there is no impediment in the 
" wit but may be wrought out by fit ftudy, where every de- 
" feet of the mind hath its proper receipt." 

Hear how emphatically fhe fpeaks of death. 

41 To have death cafie ; think of that glorious life that fol- 
" lows it $ we can endure pain for health, much more for 
" glory : how many crowns and lcepters lie piled up at the 

" gate 
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" gate of death ? have we fo often feen our felves die in our 

" friends, and fhould we {brink at our own change ? hath 

" our maker and redeemer fent for us, and are we loath to 

" go to him who will put us in pofTeflion of a glorious 

" inheritance ? 'twas for us our Saviour triumph'd over 

M death : is there any fear of a foiled adverfary ? he that 

" lives chriftianly, dies boldly : he that lives miferably, dies 

" willingly : he that knows death, and forefees glory, dies 

" chearfully and triumphantly." 
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ANNA, LADY HALKET, was born at London, the 
fourth day of January, 1622. She was the daughter 
of Mr. Robert Murray, who claimed the honour of being 
defcended from the Earl of Tullibardin's family: as her 
mother Jane Drummond did from the Earl of Perth's ; two 
ancient and honourable families in Scotland. 

Her father Robert Murray was a gentleman of fuch fine 
accomplifliments that King James the 6th of Scotland, and 
firft of England, made choice of him to be preceptor to his 
fecond fon, who was afterwards King Charles the firft. In 
regard to the great fervice he had done that excellent Prince, 
in the feveral branches of polite literature, and in recompence 
of his faithful difcharge of that great truft, he was made 
Provoft of Eaton College. 

Her mother was a perfon of eminent prudence and virtue j 
and was by the King and Queen's verbal order made fub- 
governefs to the Duke of Gloucefter and the Princefs Eliza- 
beth, during the time that the Countefs of Roxburgh their 
governefs went and continued beyond fea with the Princefs 
Royal. And after the death of the faid Countefs,. (who 

owned 
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owned Mrs. Murray for her coufin) (he fucceeded to her 
office by warrant under the fignet. They who were thought 
capable of fuch eminent trufts, mutt needs be fuppofed to 
be well qualified to take proper care of the education of their 
own children j nor did they fail of doing it. Anna was 
put under the tuition of proper mailers to inftrucl her in the 
French language, Mufic, &c. 

Next to the ftudies of divinity, (he feems to have taken 
moft delight in thofe of phyfick and furgery, in which me 
was no mean proficient : nay, fome of the beft phyficians in 
the kingdom did not think themfelves flighted, when perfons 
of the greatcft quality did confult her in their diftempers, 
even while they attended them as their ordinary phyficians. 
Many from England, Holland, and the remoteft parts of the 
kingdom, who wanted not the advife and help of Ikilful 
phyficians, have fent to her for things of her preparing ; 
and many whofe difeafes have proved obftinate under all the 
methods of phyficians, have at length by the phyficians own 
advice, been recommended and fent to her care, and have 
been recovered by her. 

She was a very great Royalift ; and a great fufferer upon 
that account ; and likewife underwent many great calamities 
and misfortunes : but having throughly learned the duty of 
refignation, rtie drew from it fuch fupport as enabled her con- 
tentedly and chearfully to fubmit to thefe and many other fuf- 
ferings. 

She was a perfon of great knowledge, having fearched for 
it, as for hidden treafure ; efpccially in thofe inexhauftible 
mines of the divine oracles, where the moft excellent wifdom, 
is found. She was fo well acquainted with thefe facred 
books, by long and frequent converfe, that me was able 
readily to urge any point of faith or duty of chriftian prac- 

Bbb tice 
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tice from feveral moft pertinent paflages. She had digefted all 
her knowledge into a folid principle of true wifdom, for 
regulating her own life and edifying others. 

Her piety had nothing of morofenefs or affectation, but 
was free and ingenuous, as if natural to her j full of fweetnefs 
and gentlenefs j which made it amiable, and impreflive : 
her gravity and ferioufnefs had a grace and air fo taking and 
agreeable, as begot both reverence and love. She allotted five 
hours for devotion, which were thus fpent. From five, to 
feven in the morning ; from one in the afternoon, to two; 
from fix to feven ; and from nine, to ten. 

Upon the fccond day of March, 1656, 4he was married 
to Sir James Halkct, a gentleman of great generofity and 
fweetnefs of temper : by him me had four children, viz. 
Elizabeth born November the 26th, 1656. Henry born June 
*3> 1658. Robert born February ift, 1660. And Jane 
born October 11, 1 66 1- All died young except Robert. 
Whenever lhe knew herfelf to be with child, {he ufually de- 
voted the fruit of her womb, to God. When big of her 
firft child, being firft apprehenfive that me might dye in 
child-birth, fhe wrote that, which fhc called The Mothers 
Will to the unborn Child, containing excellent inftru&ions. 
She was Sir James's wife fourteen years, and furvived him 
28. And having lived to a good old age in the conftant exer- 
cife of the moft exemplary piety and devotion, the moft exten- 
sive acts of charity, and all the good offices and duties required 
of a cbriftian, Die at laft furrendcred up her pious foul, on 
Saturday between feven and eight o'clock at night, April 
£2, 1699. 

The -catalogue of her writings as I find them drawn up at 
the end of her life \ are as follows. 

r Written by S. C. and prefixed to fomc 4 to. From whence this ihoat account U 
••f. her works, jprinted at Edinburgh, 1701, ablbrafted. 

Firft 
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Firft book in folio bound, of 152 pages, containing thefe 
following fubjedts. 1. Meditations and Prayers, upon the 
Miracles wrougbr by our Lord Jefus Chrift, recorded by St. 
'John. 2. Of Meditation, Prayer and Practice. 3. Medi- 
tations upon one Verfe of every Pfalm, continued to the 50/A 
Pfalm. 4. A Jbort Meditation on the Lord's Supper. 5. Me- 
ditations and Tows, Pfalm lvi. v. 12, 13. Written on fome 
remaining leaves of this book upon her deliverance from the 
danger of child-birth, June 13, 1658. 

The fecond book in folio bound, of 376 pages, containing 
thefe following fubjecls, written 1649, 1650. 1. Meditations 
and Refolutions ft to be put in Practice, in twenty chapters. 

2. Meditations on the Lord's Supper \ and private Prayers. 

3. Select Contemplations on Thirty fever al Texts of Scripture. 

4. The Souls Progrefs. 5. The original and ufe of Scripture. 
6. The Souls Remembrancer. 

The third book in folio unbound, of 59 pages, written 

1651. Meditations on the 2 $th Pfalm. 

The fourth book in folio unbound, of 73 pages, written 

1652. Meditations on Death, from Hebrews ix. v. 27. 

The fifth book in folio bound, of 1 50 pages, written from 

1653. to 1675, contains thefe fubjedts. 1. AJhort Expoflu- 
lation about Prayer. 2. The great conquefl and power of Faith, 
on the Fir/l of John, 5. 4. 3. Meditations on the 143^ Pfalm. 
4. Elifia's Requejl granted. 5. The Mothers Will to an un- 
born Child. 

The fixth book in 8vo. bound, written from 1657, to 
1660. Containing 35 feledt and occafional meditations inter- 
mixed. The feledt meditations, are, 1. On Hypocrify. 2. 

B b b 2 Upon 
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Upon the Sacrament. 3. Upon Riches. 4. Upon the Second of 
Chronicles, Ch. 28. v. 10. 5. Upon Beauty. 6. Upon Poverty. 
7. Upon Imagination. 8. Upon the power of Faith, from 
Mark, chap. 16. v. 17, 18. 9. Upon Covetoufnefs. 10. Up- 
on the failings of great Profeffors. The occafional meditati- 
ons are upon feveral publick and private occurences ; whereof 
the two laft are upon the change of publick affairs, and upon 
the return of the King, May 1660. 

The fcventh book in quarto bound, of page s w ritten 
1 66 1, and 1662. 1. Part contains 1 5 Meditations on publick 
and private Occurences. 2. Part contains feledt meditations 
on the following fubje&s. 1. Meditations and Prayers on the 
Feftival Days obferved in the Church of England. 2. Medita- 
tions on the Twelfth Chapter of Ijaiab. 3. Meditations on 
Pfalm 34. v. 1, 2, 3, 4. after Child-birth. 

The eighth book in quarto bound, of 315 pages, 1663, 
1664, and 1665. 1. Part containing Select Meditations and 
Prayers upon the Firjl Week, with Obfervations on each Days 
Creation, and Confiderations on the Seven Capital Vices, to be 
cppofed, and their oppofte Virtues to be Jludiedand PraSHfed. 



Vices to be fubdued. 



Vertues to be learned. 



Pride. 



Sunday. 
Monday. 
Tuefday. 



Humility. 
Contentation. 



Covetoufnefs. 



Luff. 




Wednefday. 
Thurfday. 




Cbajity. 
Charity. 




Patience. 
Diligence, 
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2. Part, 15 Occafional Meditations, on fublick and private 
occurrences. 

The ninth book in quarto bound, of 452 pages, written 
from 1666, to 1670. 1. Part contains 23 Occafional Medita- 
tions on puhlick and private Occurrences, to page 140. 2. Part, 
Select Meditations. 1. On Hebrews 13, and 5 Verfe. Let 
your Converfation, &c. 2. On the Firft of Samuel 4. Chap, 
and 22. v. The Glory is Departed, &c. 3. On Pfalm 18, 
and the 20 v. The Lord reward me, dec. 4. On the Firft of 
Corinthians, Chap. 13. 7. v. Bear eth all Things, &c. 5. On 
Jeremiah 35. 18, and 19, v. Jeremiah faid to the, &c. 6. 
On the Firft of Corinthians, 6. 11. Such were Jbme of you, &c. 
7. JnjlruBions to her Son. 8. ConfeJJions, Prayers and Sup- 
plications, Promifes and Duties, Characters and Bleffings of the 
Righteous; Tbankfghings and Praife, and Refolutions ; all in 
Scripture Terms. 

The tenth book in quarto bound, of 336 pages, written 
1673, and 1674. 1. Part, Select Meditations to page 14, 
on thefe fiibjeds. 1. The Widows Mite, relating partly, to 
the King. 2. Meditations and Refolutions upon the Devout 
Widow Anna, Luke Chap. 2d. 36, 17, verfes. In which 
are Obfervations on the Lord's Prayer, Creed and Decalogue. 
3. Meditations and Refolutions, Firft of Corinthians, Chap. 1. 
12, and 13 verfes. Occqftoned by the great Rent in this 
Church. 2. Part, 32 Occqfional Meditations on private and 
public k Occurrences, 

The eleventh book in quarto, containing 371 pages, writ- 
ten in 1675, and 1676. 1. The true Balm. 2. Meditations 
and Obfervations on the Book of Judges. 3. Upon the Sacra* 
mentof the Lord's Supper, Luke 22. 18. 

The 
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The twelfth book in quarto, containing 380 pages, writ- 
ten in 1677, and 1678. 1. 'the Art of Divine Cbymiftry. 

2. The Rule for Thought, Word and Aft ions. 3. Meditations 
on the 106 Pfalm, v. 4, 5. 4. Meditations and Prayers con- 
cerning the King, 

1 

The thirteenth book in quarto, containing 505 pages, writ- 
ten in the years 1678, 1679, 1680, and 1681. Jofepb's 
'Tryal and Triumph j being observations on the whole hiftory 
of Jofeph, with particular applications to her own cafe. 

The fourteenth book in quarto, contains 556 pages, writ- 
ten in the years 1682 and 1683. 1. The Fruits of the Spirit , 
compared with the Fruits of the Tree of Life. 2. Reflexions and 
Meditations on 2 Chron. Ch. 28. Upon the flrfl of Kings, 
Cb. 17. On the Blejfed Virgin. On Jeremiah, 15. 50 v. On 
Jeroboam' s Sin. On Pfalm 29. 9 V. On Jeremiah 30, 21, 
22, v. On John, 13 ch. 15 ver. 3. Occaflonal Meditations. 

The fifteenth book in quarto contains 378 pages, written 
in the Years 1684 and 1685. 1. Meditations on the Book of 
Jonah. 2. Meditations on the Times of David s Prayers, (Sc. 

3. Meditations on Paul's Converflon, and what is recorded of 
him in the Ac7s, to the 2$d Chapter. Continuation of the fame 
in a ftitch'd book in quarto, containing 136 pages, written in 
the Year 1686. 

ft 

The 1 6th book in quarto, contains 392 pages. Written in 
the years 1 687, and 1688. 1. Meditations on what is recorded 
of St. Peter in the Gofpels. 2. Meditations on the Paffion of 
our Lord ; divided into feven Periods, according to the Days of 
the Week. 3. Occaflonal Meditations. 

The 
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The fcventccnth book in quarto, contains 372 pages. 
"Written 1689. Meditations on what is Recorded of Mofts 
and Samuel 

The eighteenth book in quarto, contains 370 pages. Writ- 
ten in the years 1690, 1691, and 1692. 1. Occafional Medi- 
tations to page 82. 2. Meditations on the Book of Nehemiab. 
3. Obfervations on federal good Women mentioned in Scripture, 
Eve, Sarah i Rebecca ', Rachel and Leah, Miriam-, the Daugh- 
ters of Zelopbebad, Ruth, Hannah, Batb/beba, Deborah, Hulda, 
the Woman of Canaan, Mattb. 5. Mary Magdalen, Mary and 
Martha, Elizabeth, the Virgin Mary. ' 

The nineteenth book in quarto, contains 377 pages. Writ- 
ten in the years 1693, 1694 and 1695. 1. Upon Watchfulnefs, 
Mattb. 25. 13 v. 2. Retraining the Tongue, Pfalm 39. 
3. Avoiding Carefulnefs, Phil 4. 6, 7, v. 4. The Grace of God 
and its Effects ; Titus 2. u, 12, 13, v. 5. Upon Prayer. 
6. Upon Leviticus 19, 2 v. Ye (hall be Holy, &c. 7. Occa- 
fional Meditations. 8. Upon the Man of God. Firjl of Kings, 
Chap. 13. 9. Serious Thoughts upon the by paft Tears fince 1688.. 
jo. Upon Contentment, Phil. 4. 11 v. 11. Gods Hufbandry\ 
I. Cor. 3. 9 V. 12. Upon Pfalm 139. 23, 24. Search me, 
Jkc. 13. Upon Matthew 11. 29, 30. Take my Yoke, &c 
J 4. Occqfional Meditations. 

The twentieth book in quarto, contains 373 pages. Writ- 
ten in the years 1696 and 1697. 1. Some Reflexions concern- 
ing them that are feduced. 2. Meditations on Exodus, 3. 14 v. 
1 am that I am ; I am the bread of Life : The Light of the 
"World : The Door of the Sheep : The good Shepherd : The 
Refurre&ion : The Way, Truth and Life- Tbe true Vine z 

srirf> 
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with Prayers accommodated. 3. Meditations Deuteronomy 8. 
2 v. Thou malt remember all the Way, &c. 4. Upon Ro- 
mans, 13. 8 v. Owe no Man, &c. Ifai. 40. 13 v. But they 
that wait, &c. 5. Meditations on the Book of Eftber. 6. Oc- 
cafional Meditations. 

The twenty firft book in quarto, contains 351 pages. 
Written in the years 1698 and 1699. 1. Meditations on the 
Articles of the Creed. 2. Meditations on Epbefians, 4. 30, 31, 
32, v. Upon 1 Corinth. 15. 58 v. Upon Naoman, 2 Kings, 
5 Cb. 3. A probable Conjeclure, concerning the calling of the 
Jru)s. 4. Upon Cbrijl's forty Days Fafiing. Matth. Cb. 4. 
begun February 22, 1699, being AJhwednefaay, but not finijh- 
ed. 4. Occafwnal Meditations from January, 1690, to No- 
vember, 1698. 

There are befides the forementioned about thirty ditched 
books, fome in folio, fome in quarto, mod of them ten or 
twelve meets, containing occafional meditations. 
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DAMARIS LADY MASHAM was bora at Cambridge, 
on the 1 8th of January, 1658. She was daughter to 
Ralph Cudworth, D. D. an eminent divine, matter of Chrift's 
College, Hebrew Profeflbr in the Univerfity of Cambridge \ 
and author of the Intellectual Syftem. Her father foon per- 
ceiving the bent of her genius, took fuch particular care in 
her tuition, that in the early part of her life me was diftin- 
guiflied for her uncommon learning and piety. 

As £he applied herfelf with great diligence to the fludy of 
divinity and philofophy, fo (he had great advantages therein, 
from the directions of the famous Mr. Lock, who was a 
domeftick in her family many years, and at length died in 
her houfe at Oates in Eflex, 1704. She was fecond wife to 
Sir Francis Mafham, of Oates in the county of Eilcx, Bar', 
by whom lhc had an only fori, the late Francis Cudworth 

» He was alfo Vicar of Alhwcll in June, 1688. Vid. Chauncey 's Amiqultitt 
Hertfo:dfturc, and died in lhc month of of HertftrJjhire, p. 38. 
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Mafham, Efq; for whom fhe had fuch a tender regard that 
fhe applied all her natural and acquired endowments to the 
care of his education. He was one of the matters in chan- 
cery, and accountant general of that court. 

Soon after Ihe was married, the fame of her learning, piety 
and ingenuity, induced the celebrated Mr. Norris to addrefs and 
inferibe to her by way of letter his Reflections upon the conduB 
cf human life, with reference to the fludy of learning and 
knowledge. London, 1689 i2mo. This began a friendfhip 
between them, a friendship which having its foundation in 
religion, feemed very likely to be firm and lafting ; but it 
fcems to have been in a great meafure diflblved before it had 
been of any long continuance, occafioned by this lady's con- 
tracting an indiflbluble friendfhip with Mr. Lock, whofe di- 
vinity and philofophy is well known to differ very much 
from Mr. Norris's : who not long after publiflied his Practi- 
cal Difcourfes of Divinity, which occafioned feveral letters to 
pafs, and repafs between him, and Mrs. Aftell, which were 
loon after printed and publiflied. In thefe letters and difcourfes 
they maintain this hypothefis, that Mankind are obliged flriclly 
as their Duty to Love with dejire, nothing but God only, &c. 
Not long after this Lady Maftiam (probably under the 'infrac- 
tion of Mr. Lock,) wrote and publiihed, without her name, 
.a treatife in titled A Difcourfe concerning the Love of God, Lon- 
don, 1696, i2mo.* She begins with obferving, that what- 
ever reproaches .have been made by the romanifts on -one hand, 
of the want of books of devotion in the church of England : 



■of preaching ; it may be affirmed, that there cannot any 
-where be found fo .good a collection of difcourfes upon moral 

* This difcourfc was tranflatea into French by Mr. Colic, 1 705 . 




iubje&s, 



Digitized by Google 



LADY MAS HAM. 3S1 

fubjects, as might be made of Englifh fermons, and other trea- 
tifes of that nature written by the divines of our church ; 
which books are certainly in thcmfelves of the greateft and 
mofl general ufe of any, and do mod conduce to that, 
which is the chief aim of chriftianity, a good life. She then 
animadverts upon thofe, who undervalue morality, and others 
who ftrain the duties of it to an unwarrantable pitch, and 
pretend to afcend by it to fomething beyond or above it ; and 
afterward goes on to confider the conduct of thofe who build 
their practical and devotional difcourfes upon principles, which 
not only will not (as me imagines) bear the teft, but which 
oblige them to lay down fuch aflertions of morality as fober 
and well difpofed chriftians cannot underfland to be practi- 
cable : and here fhe applies herfelf to the examination of 
Mr. Norris's fcheme in his Practical Difcourfes and other 
treatifes, wherein he afferts, that mankind are obliged, as 
their duty, to love with defire nothing but God only, every 
degree of love of any creature whatfoever being finful : which 
aflertion Mr. Norris defends upon this ground (borrowed 
from father Malbranche) that God, not the creature, is the 
immediate efficient caufe of our fenfationsj for whatfoever 
gives us pleafure has a right to our love. This Hypothefis 
is confidered with great accuracy and ingenuity by Lady 
Mafham, and the bad confequences, as fhe thought, reprefen- 
ted in a ftrong light. 

I don't know whether Mr. Norris ever attempted to fup- 
port what he had advanced; but Mrs. Aflell ftill continued 
to maintain her own Hypothefis, and replied to Lady Mafham 
and Mr. Lock, in, her book of The Chrijiian Religion as pro- 
fefed by a daughter of the Church rf England. To this I 
refer the reader, and do not queftion but an attentive perui'al 
of this and Lady Mafham's treatifc, will give him a very 

C c c 2 high 
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high opinion of the underftanding and piety of each of them. 
For tho* thefe two excellent perfons might diffent in their 
notions and opinions on philosophical and metaphyseal fub- 
jects, yet the great end and defign of each of them was 
the purfuit and fearch after divine truths; fuch as might 
make them truly wife, and eternally happy. 

About the year 1 700, Lady Mamam wrote a trcatUc which 
Ihe printed and published with the following title Occafional 
Thoughts in Reference to a Virtuous or Cbrijlian Life, Lon- 
don, 1705, i2mo. The principal defign of this treat ife was 
r<> improve religion and virtue ; and indeed it is fo full of ex- 
cellent inftruction, that I am confidently perfuaded if it was 
carefully perufed by both fexes, it could not fail of obtain- 
ing much of its defired end. In it me complains much of 
the too great neglect of religious duties, occafioned, as flic 
believed, for want of being better acquainted with the fun- 
damentals of religion. She therefore thought a reformation 
highly necelTary j and very juftly reprehends and reproaches 
perfons of quality for fo fcandaloufly permitting their 
daughters to pafs that part of their youth in which the 
mind is mod ductile and fufceptible of good impreflions, in 
a ridiculous circle of diverfions, which is generally thought 
the proper bufinefs of young ladies ; and which fo engroffes 
them, that they can find no fpare hours, wherein to make 
any fuch improvements of their underftandings, as the 
lcilure, which they have for it, exacts from them as rea- 
fonable creatures j or as is requifite or ufeful to their dis- 
charging well their prefent or future duties: fo that as 
me too truly obferves, girls between filly fathers and igno- 
rant mothers, are generally fo brought up, that traditionary 
opinions are to them, all their lives long, inftead of reaforu 
They are perhaps fometimes told in regard of what Teligioa 

exacts, 



Digitized by Google 



LADY MASH AM. 383 

exacts, that they muft Believe and Do fuch and fuch things* 
becaufe the word of God requires it j but they are not put 
upon fearching the fcriptures for themfelves, to fee whether, 
or no, thefe things are 10 j and they fo little know why they 
fliould look upon fcripturea to be the word of God, that 
but too often they are eafily perfwaded out of the reverence 
due to them as being foj infomuch that the generality of 
ladies are fo intirely ignorant of the articles of their Faith, 
that they can give no other reafon for believing them, than 
that they are commanded to do fo ! 

Thefc are fome of her thoughts on the education and un- 
derftanding of the generality of ladies ; and experience had 
taught her not to entertain a much better opinion of very 
many gentlemen, as will appear from the following tran- 
fcript \ 

" Hie age we live in, has been, not undefervedly, efteem- 
<c ed a knowing one : but to the learned clergy, much has 
*' been owing for its having obtained that character j and 
" tho* fome few gentlemen have been the greateft advancers 
*' of learning amongft us ; yet they are very rare who ap- 
<l ply themfelves to any fcience that is curious : and as for 
" fuch knowledge as is no lefs than requifite for men of 
" families, and eftates to have in regard of the proper bufi- 
" nefs of their Nations } it may, I think, be faid that never 
" was this more neglected than at prefentj fince there is 
" not a commoner complaint in every country, than of the 
" want of gentlemen qualified for the fervice of their country, 
<{ viz. to be executors of the law, and law makers j both of 
" which it belonging to this rank of Englim Men to be, 
*« fome infight into the law which they are to fee executed, 

J Vid. her Otc*Junal Tbtitgrtj, &C. p. 169. 
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" and into that conftitution which they are to fupport, can- 
" not but be neceffary to their well difcharging tnefe trufts : 
" nor will this knowledge be fuftkiently ferviceable to the 
" ends herein propofed, without fomc acquaintance likewife 
" with hiftory, politicks, and morals. Every one of thefe 
" then are parts of knowledge which an Englifti gentleman 
" cannot, without blame, be ignorant of, as being eflential 
" to the duty qualifying him for what is his proper bufi- 
" nefs. 

" But whether we farther look upon fuch men as having 
" immortal fouls that mail be for ever happy or miferable, 
" as they comply with the terms which their maker has 
" propofed to them ; or whether we regard them as pro- 
** teftants, whofe birth-right it is, not blindly to believe t 
" but to examine their religion : or confider them only as 
*' men whofe ample fortunes allow them leifure for fo im- 
" portant a ftudy, they are without doubt obliged to under- 
" ftand the religion they profefs. Adding this then to what 
" is above concluded, a gentleman ought to know, let us 
" examine how common fuch knowledge is amongft our 
" gentlemen, as we fee, without juft matter of reproach 
<{ to them, they cannot want. No one, I think, will deny 
" that fo much knowledge as is fo little ordinary, as that 
" thofe are apparently the far greater number who have 
" never confidered any part hereof as an acquifition, which 
" they ought to make j and that they are but a few com- 
" paratively, and pafs among us for men extraordinary, 
" who have but a competent knowledge in any one of the 
" abovementioned things. 

" What is by the obligation of their duty exacted from 
" them in this regard, feems to be very little reflected 
" on by them ; and as for other confiderations, which, as 

" gentle- 
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gentlemen, might be thought to induce them, their an- 
" ceftors care has diftinguifhed them from their tenants, 
" and other inferior neighbours, by titles and rights ; and 
" that is all the diftinftion they defire to havej believing 
" it, in refpecl: of knowledge, fufficient, if they did once 
" underhand a little Latin or Logick in the univerfity j which 
" whefo ftill retains, altho' he has made no ufe thereof to 
" the real improvement of his underftanding, is yet thought 
" very highly accomplilhed, and paffes (in the country) 
" for learned. 

" As to religion, by the little which mod gentlemen un- 
" ftand of that, and by the no fhame which they ordinarily 
" enough have in avowing this their ignorance, one cannot 
xt but fuppofc that it is pretty commonly thought by them .a 
" matter, the underftanding whereof does not concern them. 
xt That the publick has provided others to do this for them ; 
" and that their part herein is but to maintain (as by their 
" authority they can) what thofe men affert. 

" Thus wretchedly deftitute of all that knowledge which 
«« they ought to have, are (generally fpeaking) our Engliih 
«« gentlemen: and being fo, what wonder can it be, if they 
" like not that women mould have knowledge $ for this is a 
•" quality that will give fome fort of fuperiority even to 

thofe who care not to have it ? but fuch men as thefe 
** would afliiredly find their account much better therein, if 
«' tendernefs of that prerogative would teach them a more 

legitimate way of maintaining it, than fuch a one as is a 
•*« very great impediment or discouragement, at the lcaft, lo 
• <c others in the doing what Cod requires of them. For it 

is an undeniable truth that a lady who is able to give an 

account of her faith, and to defend her religion again ft 

the attaque6 of the cavilling wits of the age^ cr the 

" abu/ls 
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" abufes of the obtruders of vain opinions : that is capable 
" of inftru&ing her children in the reafonablenefe of the 
" chriftian religion ; and of laying in them the foundations 
" of a folid vertuej that a lady (I &y) no more knowing 
" than this does demand, can hardly efcape being called 
" learned by the men of our daysj and in confequence 
" thereof, becoming a fubjeft of ridicule to one part of them, 
** and of averfion to the other j with but a few exceptions 
" of fome vertuous and rational perfons. And is not the in- 
" curring of general diflike, one of the ftrongeft difcourage- 
" ments that we can have to any thing ?" 

Thelc are fome of the many weighty confederations which 
put her upon expoftulating with the gentlemen ; and endea- 
vouring to raife an emulation in thofe of her own fex, by 
fliewing them, what great things they are capable of obtain- 
ing j exciteing them to gain fo much knowledge (at leaft) as 
may give them a right underftanding of the principal grounds 
and foundation of their religion : and for thofe who have op- 
portunites, to make themfelves miftrefles of fo much learn- 
ing, as may enable them to inftruct their own children ; a 
practice which Mr. Lock has ftrongly recommended in his 
writings j and this lady by her own example. In recom- 
mending the fame cuftom to the Englifh Ladies, me has given 
them examples even of the Heathens themfelves ; particularly 
inftancing in Cornelia, mother of the Gracchi ; and Aurelia, 
the mother of Julius Caefar, whofe excellent inftruction is al- 
lowed by all, to have been of very great fervice to their 
country. 

As flie hcrfelf owed much to the care of Mr. Locke, for 
her acquired endowments, and (kill in arithmetic, geography, 
chronology, hiftory, philofophy and divinity j fo, as he was 
a domeftick in her family, ihe returned the obligation with 

lingular 
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iingular benevolence and gratitude j always treating him with 
the utmofl: generofity and refpect j her friendfhip for him be- 
ing inviolable. Mr. Cofte (who tranflatcd her Difcourfes con- 
cerning the Love of God) in a letter to the author of Nouvelles 
de Republique des Lettres, printed in thofe Nouvelles for Fe- 
bruary 1705, art. 2. fays, that as me fate by Mr. Locke's 
bedfide the night before he died, he exhorted her to re- 
gard this world only as a. ftate of preparation for a better. 
That (he defired to lit up with him that night, but he would 
not permit her. That the next day as £he was reading the 
pfalms low by him in his room, he defired her to read 
aloud, fhe did fo, and he appeared very attentive till the ap- 
proach of death prevented him. He then defired her lady- 
fliip to break off, and a few minutes after expired. 

As a teftimony of her gratitude, to Mr. Locke's memory, 
(he drew up that account of him which is printed in die Great 
bijlorical dictionary and which is there faid to be wrote by 
a lady. 

This is the laft of her performances that I have met with ; 
and (he furvived the perfon who was the fubject of it only 
three years, and then furrendered up her foul in the fame 
devout and pious manner, on the 20th day of April, in the 
year 1708. And was buried in the middle ifle of the abbey 
church at Bath. Over her grave is a black Hone, which is 
thus inferibed, 

DAME DAMARIS MASHAM. 

On a pillar near to her grave is fixed a neat plain white 
marble monument, on the top of which is an urn, and the 
following inscription. 

D d d Near 
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* Near this Place lies Dame DAMARIS MASH AM, 
Daughter of RALPH CVDWORTH, D. D. and fecond 
Wife to SIR FRANCIS MASH AM, of Oates in the 
County of ESSEX, Bart. 
Who to the Softnefs and Elegance of her own Sex 
added fever al of the Noblefl Accomplifkments and 
Qualities of the other. 
She pojfefl tbefe Advantages in a Degree 
wiufual to either, and temper 1 d them <witb an ExaSlnefs 
Peculiar to berfelf 
Her Learning, Judgment, Sagacity, and Penetration, 
together, with her Candor and Love of Truth, were very 
tbfervable to all that converfed with her, or were acquainted 
with thofefmaJl TreatifesjJx Publiffd in her Life tbne, 
tho' Jhe induflrioufly concealed her Name. 
Being Mother of an only Son, Jhe applied all her 
Natural and acquired Endowments to the Care of his 

Education. 

She was a JlricJ obferver of all the Virtues 
belonging to every Jlation of her Life, and only wanted 
Opportunities to make thofe Talents jhine in the 
World, which were the Admiration of her Friends. 
She was born on the \%th of January, 1658. 
And died on the 20th of April, J708. 

« Vid. De/cri/tien of tht Abbty Church at Bath, p. 2 1 4, 215. 
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SUSANNA HOPTON. 



THIS eminent perfon was born in the year 1627. By 
the paternal lide, (lie was defcended from the antient 
family of the Harveys in StarTordfliire. By the maternal, 
from the wormipful family of the Wifemans d of Torrels- 
Hall, in the county of Effex. 

She was married to Richard Hopton ' of Kington in the 
county of Hereford, Efq; Barriftcr at Law (younger brother 
to Sir Edward Hopton of Can-Frome in the fame county) 
and one of the Welfh Judges in the reigns of King Charles 
the fecond, and King James the fecond. Mr. Hopton died 
about the year 1 696, and left her without iffue, and in very 
plentiful circumftances. 

She was a woman of an excellent understanding, fine wit, 
and folid judgment. No particular care was taken to improve 
thefe talents by a proper education, yet fuch was her own 
induftry and application, that hardly any defect, or difadvan- 
tage of this kind was obfervable to the world, tho' fhe her- 
felf frequently took notice of it, and lamented it. She made 
fuch furprizing acquifitions in the iludies of theology, that a 

* Some account of this worthy family the impropriation of Bifh-Frome in the 

may be feen in Mr. Salmon's hiflory county of Hereford, which is a very 

and antiquities of Eflex, p. 218, and confidcrabic one. Vid. the learned and 

238, 239. ingenious Dr. Saunders's View of the Stale 

« He was a great bencfaftor to the of Religion in the Diotefe of St. Dn<vi<Ts y 

clergy, and has reltored to the church &c. p. 109. 

D d d 2 great 
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great divine f aflures us, " fhe attained to a fkill in that 
" facred fcience, not much inferior to that of the heft 
" divines." 

In her younger years (in the times of anarchy and con- 
fufion, when the church groaned under the unmerciful tyranny 
of her perfecutors and opprcflbrs, and the land was overfpread 
with feditious, heretical and falfe teachers) fhe was feduced 
and drawn over to the church of Rome, by the artifices of 
F. Turbeville a Romifh Prieft. But by converfing and cor- 
refponding with fome of the mod learned divines of the age, 
and by carefully perilling the bed Polemical treatifes * 
between the church of England and that of Rome, (all which 
was chiefly effected by the pious care of her worthy con- 
fort) fhe was foon made fenlible of her error, and very joy- 
fully returned to her mother church, much about the time 
that King Charles the fecond returned, and had his crown and 
kingdoms reftored to him again, Soon after which fhe drew 
up a long and learned letter h , which fhe fent to father Tur- 
beville, fhewing him the reafons of her renouncing the church 
of Rome ; whofe erronious doctrine, and idolatrous worfhip, 
as flie could no longer approve of, fo fhe refolved no longer 
to practice. " This letter (faith an eminent divine ') fhews 
" that fhe had well confidcred what fhe was about, and 

f Vid. Dr. Hickes's preface to tlic " was well verfed in Bifhop Moreton's, 

Devotions in the Antitnt way of Ojgitet, Stc. " Archbiihop LauJ's and Mr. Cbilling- 

> Dr. Hickes tells us, in the preface " worth's works, and RanchhVs Review 

to his fecond vol. of Contrvxterfial Letters, " of the Council of 'Trent, Sec." 
that " ihe made herfelf as perfect in the k This letter was thought worthy of 

*' ■controverfic, as Englifh writers could publication by Dr. Hickes, who primed 

«• make her, who managed the contro- it immediately after the deceafe m Mrs. 

vcriie on both fides. 1 have (fays he) Hopton, in his fecond vol. of Controverfial 

*' above twenty poptfh authors, which flie Letters, Sec. 8vo. Lond. 1710. 
" itft me, and fame of them with mar- * In his preface prefixed to Mrs. Hop- 

•* ginal .notes in icr own hand. She ton's Mutilations, &c. 

** weighed 
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** weighed the arguments on both fides, the only way of 
*« making a wife and fafe retreat, in a matter of that vaft 
«* confequence. And the reader will foon be fatisfied that 
(he had fearched narrowly into that controverfy, and has 
4< given fuch reafons for her return, as not only will juftify 
" it before all intelligent and impartial perfons, but may be 
4< of very good ufe to others, that in the like circumftances 
" mall duly attend to, and make a right ufe of them. 
" Here may be obferved, what great advantage our church 
4< has above that of Rome, as to foundnefs of doctrine, 
" purity of worfliip, and an univerfally intelligible and re- 
" gular devotion j whereby not only her own fex may be 
■" taught, but ours too, neither to take up, nor change their 
" religion upon truft, but to make a thorough fearch into 
" the principles of both churches, fo as to be able to con- 
*' vince gainfayers, or at leaft to give to every one that ajketh, 
u a reafon of the hope that is in them, with meeknefs and 
" fear." 

After (he had happily returned to the church of England, 
me always continued a fincere and faithful member of k, 
and proved a very great ornament to it k . As (he was a 
great admirer, fo me was a very able defender of its moft 
excellent conftitution, doctrine and worfhip; and was very 
conftant and diligent in performing all the duties thereunto 
belonging. She had a very great veneration for the clergy ; 
and was a great patronefs and benefactrefs to its orthodox 

k " NobiHs Sc vencranda matrona Su- " libros nonnullos anonymos cdidit, qui 

" fanna Hopton de Kington in Com. " in riorum piarumque manibus tcruntur, 

« 4 Hereford. Chriitianx pietatis przcla- " quibus tamen cditis clarcfcere noluit, 

rum exemplum, & Ecclefiz Angli- " pro modeftia fua inexpugnabili, utpotc 

** canx magnum decus. Quae rerum di- 41 qux mallet do&am Sc bonam fc cflc 

■** vinarum, & prxcipue facrarum HtCTa- " quam ridcri." Vid. the preface to 

<" aim fcicntiam nan vulgaiem aflecnta, Dr. Hicks's Ttt/euriu, &c.p. 47. 

fons ; 
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fons ; particularly to thofe of the clergy who were re- 
duced by deprivation to poverty j to whom (he left in 
truft 800 1. 

She was very afliduous and fervent in her devotions, which 
{he offered with purity of zeal equal to that of the primitive 
chriftians. " For (he was well known (faith Mr. Spinckes ') 
" to keep up a conftant courfe of devotion, not only on the 
** Lord's-Day, but through out the whole week, fetting a 
" part five times every day for religious worfhip ; from which 
" Ihc would not fuffer herfelf to be diverted by any bufi- 

ncls that was not very extraordinary. Even in her old 
" age, and the cold winter feafon, me would be up and in 
•* the clofct at her Mattins, by four of the clock in the 
" morning, from which cuftom me was for a long time not 
" to be dilcouraged, either by the effects of her declining 
" age, or by the extremity of the weather. So that (lie 
fi might truly fay with the royal pfelmift, pfal. 119. 148." 
Mine Eyes prevent the Night-watches, that I may he oca/pied 
in thy Words, " Tho' fomc time before me died fhe was 
" prevailed with to forbear till five or fix. She neither in- 
«' dulgcd herfelf in diet nor deep, fo much as her years rc- 
" quired, but contented herfelf with lefs in both thefe re- 
" fpedls, than thofe about her judged convenient for her. 
" So much was Hie above gratifying the flefh, and fo de- 
" firous not to fall fliort of any mortification (he apprehended 
" her religion to have required of her." 

She was the firft reformer of the Devotions in the Antient 
ivay of Offices, &c. which being tranfmitted to her great 
friend the incomparably learned and judicious Dr. Hickes, 
it was by him reviewed, improved, and communicated to the 

1 In his preface to Mrs. Hoptons Dtvrtieni. 

publick : 
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publick: <c Which mews (as Mr. Spinckes obferves) her 
" natural genius, the foundnefs of her judgment, and the 
" divine temper of her foul, that led her to make choice 
of a book of fuch unufual flights of devotion, fuch rap- 
turous fancy, and fuch highly affecling expreflions, as are 
rarely, if ever, to be met with in any work of merely 
human compofure. It was no little time and pains that 
" me laid out, in correcting thefe feraphick offices, purging 
" out what was ofFenfive in their original draught, and fit- 
ting them for the ufe of all well-difpofed members of the 
<c church of England, whereby to elevate their fouls to God, 
and bring them as near to Heaven, as can be whilft they 
remain on this fide of it. A work that calls for our grate- 
ful acknowledgments at prefent, and may defervedly ren- 
der her memory precious to fucceeding generation?." 
And Dr. Hickes in his preface prefixed to thefe devotions 
gives the then anonymous reformer a very high elogium. 
" It is one (fays he) who hath already given the world one 
cc book of devotion, which hath been well received in four 
or five editions, and will leave it another for which po- 
fterity will blcfs the author's name ; one, whofe houfe 
is a temple, and whofe family is a church, or Religious 
Society, and whofe hands are daily lifted up unto Heaven,, 
with alms, as well as prayers ; one, who rcligioufly ob- 
" ferves all the orders of the church, and for the great ends 
" for which they are enjoyned ; in a word, one, who is a 
" great example of chriftian piety, and a fingular ornament 
" to our communion in this degenerate age, and among 
** the many, and moil ferious good willies I have for the 
" Church of England, this is, and always mall be one, that 
" all her ions and daughters were fuch." 

The book above liinted at by the Br, bears the follow- 
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ing title. Daily Devotions, confijling of Thank/giving, Con- 
fejjions and Prayers, by an Humble Penitent. Printed jor 
J. Edwin, in Ludgate-jlreet, i2mo. 1673, &c. This work 
was afterwards reprinted, as the performance of a late Reve- 
rend Divine of the church of England. But this miftake is 
iiifficiently refuted by Dr. Hickes, in the preface to his fe- 
cond volume of controverfial letters ; who has there given 
the inquifitivc world ample fatisfadtion that Mrs. Hopton was 
the true author of that book. 

She likewife wrote An Hexameron, or Meditations on the 
fx Days of the Creation. Alfo Meditations on the Life of 
ChrijK Thefe with her Daily Devotions, were publiihed to- 
gether in one volume, by the Rev. Mr. N. Spinckes ; with a 
preface containing a fhort account of the life of Mrs. Hopton. 
Lond. octavo, 171 7. 

She was a great lover and admirer of divine poetry, and 
wrote feveral poems herfelf, which are by no means contemp- 
tible. Specimens of which may be fecn difperfed up and down 
in her printed works. But by the favour of her executor, my 
very worthy and learned friend, the late Mr. William Brome 
of Ewithington in the county of Hereford j I have had the 
pleafure* of perufing a MS. in her own hand writing, con- 
taining feveral forts of poems on various fubjects, which have 
given me a farther demonftration of her piety and ingenuity. 

What I have farther to offer in relation to her character, 
mall be given as it was concifely drawn up and fent me by 
her executor, my abovementioned friend, " who was throughly- 
acquainted with her ; and he would not have given fuch a 
character of any one with whom he had not been acquainted. 
— - " In her younger years Ihe was inclinable to popery, but 

m In a letter tome, dated Feb. 12, 1741-2. 

" by 
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" by difcourfing and correfponding with the moft learned 
*' men, particularly divines of the age, flic was foon made 
«* fenfible of her error, and afterwards became moft ortho- 
<c dox in her principles both in refpect of church and ftate. 
" And papifts, diflenters and all enemies to the church of 
" England flie would encounter and confute : for (he was an 
" excellent cafuift and divine. She had a found judgment, 
c * tenacious memory, and a ready wit. Her difcourfe and 
<{ ftile upon ferious matters was ftrong, eloquent and nervous : 
st upon pleafant fubjects, witty and facetious: and when it 
" required an edge, was as (harp as a razor. For flie knew 
" exactly well what was proper to be faid upon any occafi- 
w on, or to any company She was a rare manager and oeco- 
** nomift, and fet down every day what (he received in, 
" and paid out j and by fuch care was enabled to be chari- 
<e table to the poor in the higheft degree : and hofpitable to 
" her friends in a generous manner. Was a great patro- 
" nefs to fufferers for confeience fake, and left 800 1. ■ to 
" fuffering clergymen. Had a good collection of books ; 
" and the margins of moft of them filled with her manu- 
" fcript notes." 

Not long before her death flie removed from Kington to 
Hereford, to the inexprefiible affliction of that neighbour- 
hood, where, it would have grieved one (faith Mr. Spinckes,) 
to hear the fad lamentation that was made for her departure, 
and very juftly, confidering what a great benefactrefs they 
then wanted : for her charity was fo extenfive, that flie might 
truly fay with Job, chap. 29. v. 11, &c. And ivben the Ear 
heard me, it ble/jed me : and when the Eye Jaw me, it gave 
witnefs to me. For I delivered the Poor that cryed, and the 
Father!efs t and him that had none to help him. The blejjing of 



» So Mr. Brome's letter : but her monumental inscription fays 700 1. 
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him that was ready to Perijh came upon me, and I caufed the 
Widows heart to jing for joy. 

But not only her neighbours at Kington were partakers of 
her charity ; her bounty extended itfelf to the indigent and 
diftrefled in very remote places, as appeared by feveral letters 
of thanks, that were found among her papers after her de- 
ceafe. When (he had lived to a good old age j fhe at laft 
fell fick of a very fliarp fever, about the latter end of June, 
which (he bore with uncommon courage, patience and refig- 
nation, and died of it in the faith and communion of the 
church of England, and conftant to her principles, at Here- 
ford, in the 8 2d year of her age, on the 12th of July fol- 
lowing, about two of the clock in the afternoon, A. D. 

Acording to her own appointment in her laft will and tefta- 
ment °, (which bears dated July 16th, 1708,) (he was buried 
near the remains of her hulband, Richard Hopton, Efq ; in 
the pari/h church of Bifliops Fromc, in the county of Here- 
ford, with the following infeription to her memory, (com- 
pofed by Dr. George Hickes ; but is now almoft obliterated) 
communicated to me by Mr. Brome. 



• The beginning of h runs thus. In 
-the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft, Amen. Blcfled be 
the holy and undivided Trinity, Amen. 
I Sufanna Hopton of the city of Here- 
ford, in the county of Hereford, widow, 
relift and executrix of Richard Hopton, 
Efuuicr deceafed, do make this my laft 
will and teftamcnt in manner following, 
rirft I commend my foul to Almighty 
Gcd the father my creator, to Jefus Chrift 
• my redeemer, and to the Holy Ghoft my 
-xomfortcr and illuminator, one God bid- 



fed for ever. My body to the ground to 
be decently buried near the remains of my 
deceafed hufband, in the parilh church of 
Bilhops Froomc, according to the order 
of the church of England : In the catho- 
lic k communion of which church I dye ; 
believing the holds the true catholick. faith 
according to the fcriptures, and aportolical 
tradition interpretating them ; the three 
creeds exprcfling thele articles of faith, 
and the firft four general councils explain- 
ing them. 



JSIext 
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Next to the Body of Richard Hopton, Efq- y 
Here lietb Interred that of Sufanna his dear Wife, 
Who died fitly the 1 2tb, 1709. She was a moji loving 
and faithjull Wife, a moji Loyal Subject \ and a 
true Daughter to the Church of England, as her 
Printed Letter to Father Turberville Jhews ; a great 
Example Jlx was of Devotion, as may be feen 
in her Printed Books : and of Charity particularly 
to the Clergy reduced by Deprivation to Poverty ; 
to whom Jlse left in Tru/l 700/. and under this 
Stone Jhe rejls, in hopes of a bleffed Refurre&ion. 
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ELIZABETH BURNET. 



ELIZABETH BURNET was born the 8th of Novem- 
ber, in the year 1661, and was the eldeft daughter 
of Sir Richard Blake, Knight, the fifth fon of Thomas 
Blake of Earontoun, Efq; of an eminent family, and of 
Elizabeth daughter of Dr. Bathurft, a phyfician in London, 
a gentleman of eminent piety, and one of the mod con- 
fiderable men of his profeflion, in his time. 

At eleven years old fhe began to have a true fenfe of reli- 
gion, and read with great application the books that were 
put into her hands, but was not quite fatisfied with them, 
afpiring after more folid and fublimer notions, than what 
(he found in them. On this account it was, that more 
than ordinary care was taken to make her think meanly of 
herfelf, me being bred up in the greateft privacy poflible. 

At a little more than feventeen years of age, Ihe was mar- 
ried to Robert Berkely of Spetchley, in the county of Wor- 
cefter, Efq; grandfon of Sir Robert Berkely, who was a 
judge in King Charles the firft's time. This match was pro- 
cured chiefly by the means of Dr. Fell, late Lord Biftiop of 
Oxford, who was that young gentleman's guardian, and had 
taken the care of his education. That great prelate, fo fa- 
mous for his piety and learning, thought that the affifting 
him in that match was the greateft fervice he ever did 
him. 

When 
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When fhe came into that family, me found this gentle- 
man's mother a zealous papift, and a woman of good life. 
This put her upon taking efpecial care to ftudy her own 
religion in a larger compafs, in order to understand the con- 
troverfies between our church and the church of Rome, 
that (he might be able to preferve her hufband and her- 
felf from the artifices and infinuations of the popim priefts, 
and the influences of his mother, who had great intereft in 
him. But yet considering the particular turn of his mind, 
and the great deference he had to his mother, me found her- 
felf obliged to be very tender and careful, that he might not 
be difturbed with unnecefTary difputes about religion } in 
which, and in her whole management in this refpect, 
there appeared a difcretion admired by all that knew 
her. 

At the fame time {he obliged herfelf to a more than 
ordinary ftrictnefs, in all the offices of piety, and in her 
whole conduct, that (he might adorn her own profefiion by 
a fuitable practice, conftantly governing herfelf by the 
rules of true religion, and of a fevere virtue. And there- 
fore living in the country, where fhe had much leifure, flic 
fpcnt great part of her time in devotion and reading : and 
when Ihe would divert herfelf with work, fhe generally had 
fbme perfons to read to her. When her poor neighbours 
came to vifit her, which being encouraged by her they often 
did, that fhe might inftruct them without feeming to take 
too much upon her, fhe would frequently read good books to 
them. 

In this manner fhe lived for fix years, being efteemed 
and loved by all that knew her j even by thofe, who, on 
the account of different opinions in religion, were likely to 
be more prejudiced againft her. 

In King James's time, when the fears of popery began 

greatly 
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greatly to encreafe, and Bilhop Fell died, who had great 
influence over Mr. Berkley, and vifited him once a year with 
ftill greater latisfaction in the happy choice of a wife which 
he had made for him ; to prevent his being^ wrought upon 
by his relations, at a time when they had mighty hopes of 
their religion being fettled here, (he prevailed with him to go 
to Holland, and travelled with him over the feventeen pro- 
vinces ; where, on the account of his relations, they met 
with unufually kind reception in the popifh provinces: let- 
ters being fent without their knowledge to Bruflels, Ghent, 
Liege, and other confiderable places, recommending her in 
a very particular manner, as one that, had me been, as 
they call it, of the catholick church, her piety and virtue 
were great enough to entide her to the character of a 
faint. 

After this they were both fixed at the Hague ; where 
(lie was foon known, and grew into the efteem and friend- 
fliip of perfons of the highefl: rank, till about the time of 
the revolution, then they returned into England, and went 
to Spetchley, his country-feat. 

Here fhe went on in the happy courfe of life me was at 
firft engaged in, increafing continually in knowledge and 
good works. She had generally fome young perfons in her 
family, whom (he well improved, both by her inftructions 
and example j fo that there was quickly a vifible alteration in 
them. 

Her knowledge and virtue made her every day more and 
more taken notice of in that country. She contracted an 
intimate friendfliip with the then Lord Bi/hop of Worceftcr, 
who has left fo great a name behind him for his eminent 
piety and learning, Dr. Stillingfleet : he to his death con- 
tinued in an high efteem of her, and has been often heard, 
upon feveral occalions, to fay, that he knew not a more 

confiderable 
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confiderable woman in England than fhe was. Nor wag 
fhe lefs efteemed by the Dean of that church, the late Lord 
Bifhop of Durham % who had always a high value for her. 
But the fucceflbr , of Bifhop Stillingfleet m that fee, having 
a particular relation to her, treated her always with fuch a 
refpect, and exprelfed his efteem of her on all occafions in 
fuch terms, that her great humility and modefty made her 
afhamed to receive it. Thus fhe continued to live with Mr. 
Berkely till the year of our Lord 1693, when he died, and 
was buried with his anceXkors at Spetchley. 

In her widowhood, as (he had more time and leifure, fo 
ihe applied it wholly to devotion, to reading, to ads of cha- 
rity, and the offices of friendship j particularly, (he took upon 
her the care of her late hufband's proteftant relations, as if 
they had been her own ; and was indeed a mother to them 
-all, as long as fhe lived, mewed a great concern for them, 
and kindnefs to them, even at her death. She was alfo very 
►kind and obliging to all the reft of his family. 

She had then a very plentiful income, which ihe managed 
•with great prudence, as well as with an high degree of chari- 
ty; and was indeed uneafy at all other kind of expences, 
but what went that way. 

While (he continued at Spetchley, (he kept an hofpitable 
table, to which the neighbouring clergy were always welcome. 
She paid true refpeft to thofe of them that were in low cir- 
cumftances, heartily efteeming them for the fake of their 
functions and labours ; fhe frequently made them prefents of 
the mod ufeful books, and to fome fhe generoufly lent money, 
without requiring any fecurity expecting only to be paid when 
by the providence of God, they might be put into more eafy 
xircumftances. 



* Dr. William Talbot. 



* Dr. William tloyi. 
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Mr. Berkely ordering in his will a great fum of money to 
be raifed out of his eftate, to erect an hofpital at Worceftcr 
for poor people, (he had it much at her heart to fee that 
brought to perfection as foon as was pofllble ; and it pleafed 
God to continue her life till fhe faw it was fettled. Befides 
the care of this, flic took upon her fcveral charges in rela- 
tion to his affairs, more than the law required, in the pay- 
ment of debts and legacies : and here fhe continued Hill one 
eminent inftance of charity, to which fhe had engaged Mr. 
Berkely in his life time j which kind of charity is now by 
the bleffing of God, fpread almoft all over England, in fet- 
ting up fchools for the inftruction and education of poor 
children which (he afterwards encreafed to a much greater 
number. 

She had early an inclination to employ her pen in feveral 
forts of compofition, which flie was thought by her friends 
to do to fo very good purpofe, that it encouraged her to em- 
ploy much of her time that way j and while (he was a widow, 
fhe made the firft draught of a book (afterwards publiftied) 
entitled A Method of Devotion ', for her own ufe only, con- 
fiding of fuch rules and directions as fhe refolved to conduct 
herfelf by, and which indeed had been all along the meafure 
of her practice. 

She continued a widow near feven years, and then 
was married to the Right Reverend Gilbert Lord Bifliop . 

' The original manufcript of this per- tations, «*»* Death, See. " This is the 

formancc, was lately in the library of " original, writ by the ingenious and 

that celebrated antiquary Mr. Ralph " pious author Mrs. Elizabeth Burnet. 

Thorclby of Leeds, who in the catalogue " In this are alfo a foliloquy upon her 

of his MSS. gives the following account " ladyfliip's return to her clofet at Salif- 

of it, Ru/et Jar the LenTi Day, Days ef " bury, April 9, 1703. A prayer for 

Humiliation and Fafting, publick and private, " my Lord Btfhop her hufband, whofc 

toncerning tbt Lor/s Suffer, Cbrifimai Midi- « acceptable prefent it was." 
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of Saliibury where (he found a family of children, which 
£hc treated not with a falfe indulgence, nor with an un- 
natural fevcrity ; but with that care and true concern for 
their education, as if they had been her own ; and was in- 
deed loved and refpectcd by them, as if fhe had brought 
them into the world ; of which the Bifliop was fo fenftble, 
that he had, by his will then made, left them intirely un- 
der her care and authority in fo ablolute a manner, that 
it has been feldom known that fo much was trufted even 
to the natural mothers of any children. And the Bifliop 
judging right, that he brought blelTing and happinel's 
enough into his family, by bringing herfelf into it, defired 
her to fecure all her own eftatc and income to herfelf, 
with a power to make fuch a will as fhe pleafed ; to 
which he bound himfelf to confent. So flic continued the 
miftrefs of all that was her own, and allowed for her own 
entertainment that which did not exceed the rate of a 
boarding-houfe, that fo me might the more abound in 
good works ; which the Bifliop readily accepted of, though 
he was willing and often told her fo, that nothing at all 
fhould be allowed upon that account ; for fhe had in her- 
felf a treafure valuable beyond all riches : and indeed the 
Bifhop was willing that all the world fhould fee that he 
thought fo. 

It will doubtlefs be allowed to be an high degree of cha- 
rity in any one, to give away a fifth part of their income i 
but /he was very uneafy at taking a fifth part of it to her 
own ufe. She feldom went beyond it, but was much of- 
tener within it. The number of children taught at her 
ejipence in and about Worcefler and Saliibury were above 
an hundred. 

• SUe had two children by the bi/hop, who died in their infancy. Uijl. Dia. vol. 3 . p. ; w). 

Fff And 

m 
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And now fhe grew into a more general acquaintance, 
and entered into friendship with fome perfons of the great- 
eft quality, which made no other alteration in her, than 
the increasing her zeal of doing more good, as her intereft 
was enlarged. The being rich in good works was vifibly 
the greatcil defign of her whole life j and that which (he moft 
of all delighted in. 

Notwithftanding the interruptions which a more general 
acquaintance gave her, (be fpent as much time as fhe could 
get to herfelf in writing upon divine and moral fubjects ; 
and was prevailed with to confent to the printing of the 
firft edition of the afore- mentioned book, which, as well 
as the fucceeding, was all entirely her own compofing, 
without any afiiftancc or addition by any perfon whatfo- 
ever. 

This being very much approved of by many of her 
friends, (he thought (he could make it much more ufeful, 
by adding a great deal to it out of many other papers 
me had by her ; and (he printed a fecond edition of it at 
her own expence, that (he might difpolc of it among thofe 
whom (he thought moft likely to be improved by it. 

The third edition of this book bears the following title. 
A Method of Devotion : or Rules for holy and devout living, 
with prayers on fever al occafons, and advices and devotions for 
the holy Sacrament. Written by Mrs. BURNET, late Wife 
of the Right Reverend Father in God Gilbert Lord Bifhop of 
Sarum. To which is added, fome account of her Life, by T. 
Goodwyn, Archdeacon of Oxford. Biff. Lond. 1713'. 

She kept a conftant journal of her life, and every even- 
ing fpent much time in recollecting her actions and dif- 

* The memoirs of this lady are all (ex- the account of her life prefixed to her de- 
cepting the notes from Mr. Thorefby, and votieru. 
the Hiflorical Di Urinary,) extracted from 

courfe 
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courfe that day j and would call herfelf to a flrift account in 
every particular, that the errors of every day paft, might be 
avoided in thofe that were to follow. 

She had no fkill in the learned languages, but having made 
the understanding of the Scriptures her chief ftudy, by the 
help of Englifli commentators, and the afiiftance of thofe of 
the clergy, with whom (he mod frequently converfed, and 
did often difcourfe about texts of fcripture that were obfcure 
to her, (he attained to a great degree of knowledge in 
them. Though fhe read them much, yet (he feldom employ- 
ed her time in the more intricate fubjects, which are out of 
the common way, and have no general ufe } but fpent it in 
thofe of the greateft weight, in which fhe attained to a very 
high knowledge. Though her mind was naturally inquifitive, 
her apprehenfion quick, and her judgment folid ; yet (he con- 
fined her enquiries to a few things : therefore when fhe had 
made fome progrefs both in geometry and philofophy, (he laid 
thefe ftudies afide, though me had both a genius and a relifh 
for them. She conlidered the one Thing neceffary, and applied 
herfelf wholly to that which related to it ; and even in that, 
(he valued knowledge only as it purified the mind. Her 
chief care was to govern her paffions, and to fubdue all her 
affections to created objects, and to elevate her foul into an 
entire refignation and conformity to the holy will of God. 

She knew exactly how to diftinguifh between the means and 
end of religion, and the necefllty of joining them both toge^ 
ther in her practice, fo as that fhe came up to the ftrictefl 
rules of piety in her devotions, both in private and publick, 
efpecially in her frequently receiving the facrament of the 
Lord's Supper ; and as (he was heartily affected to the con- 
ftitution of the church of England, and zealous for the trucfl 
intercft of it; fo fhe was fully perfwaded, that the befl 
evidence and teftimony fhe could give of this, was in a flrict 

F f f 2 govern- 
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government of her paflions, in a conftant care and watchfnl- 
nefs over her whole conduct, and in abounding in all kinds 
of good works. 

When fhe converfed with divines and fcholars, who were 
well known to her, (he would take a great deal of pleafure 
in talking of fubjects fuitable to their profeflions ; and would 
fomctimes engage in difoutes, which flie managed in fuch 
an agreeable way, as if flie had equally ftudied the fame 
fubjecls with them. But in company, where any difcour/e 
of this kind might be thought unfuitable, (he made no ap- 
pearance of knowledge above the common rank. 

Her thoughts of religion were generous and noble, not 
confined to narrow limits, or low meafures, flie looked on 
thofe as the beft reprefentations of it that made it appear 
beautiful and lovely, and begot an internal purity of heart, 
with an exalted zeal and life in the affections, and that gave 
an internal fenfation of divine matters; yet (he guarded 
ftrictly again ft Enthufiafm, and would not affect to be wife 
above what is written in the fcriptures. In the laft years of 
her life flie delighted moft in books that treated mo/1 of 
the inward life of religion, of the feparation of the foul 
from all creatures, and of an intire refignation of every 
thing to the will of God. But above all, flie was moft 
conftant in reading the fcriptures daily, and ufed to fay, 
that as to the practical parts of them, the reading of them 
with a fpirit of humility and fimplicity of heart, together 
with earneft prayer, and an ardent defire to underftand 
the will of her heavenly father, was the beft means to 
know of any doctrine whether it was of God or not : fo 
that (he read the bible rather as a mean to raife her 
foul to great views of God, and to a noble fenfe of 
folid virtue, than out of curiofity, to increafe her know- 
ledge, or to adorn her cxpreffions; and indeed fhe fpoke 

fomecimes 
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fometimes of thofe matters in (trains that looked like rap. 
tures, and charmed as well as they animated thofe who 
heard them. 

In her general way of difcourfe, me fuited herfelf to 
the company fhe was in, as far as was confident with the 
rules of decency and charity, and that with a fpirit and 
lively chearfulnefs, that rendered her extreamly acceptable to 
all people. 

If any perfons were fpoken againft in company where (he 
was, fhe would, if there was room for it, take pains to 
vindicate or excufe them, or elfe turn of the difcourfe to 
fome other fubjecl. 

As fhe was generally chearful in company, fo fhe fet a 
moil ftrict watch over her lips, without feeming to do fo. 
She gave the greateft encouragement to an innocent freedom 
in converfation, that ever any one of her ftrict piety was ob- 
fcrved to do. For indeed, tho' me was fevere upon herfelf 
in the opinion fhe had of her own conduct in many au- 
sterities, fuch as fading and watching, which might probably 
very much contribute to the weakening her constitution ; 
yet fhe carefully avoided all appearance of feverity towards 
others, and all oftentation of piety : nor was (he apt to 
cenfure others that did not come up to the ftrittnefs me 
obliged herfelf to. 

Her defign indeed, was to render a ftrictnefs in religion 
as agreeable to all companies as was pofiible ; and to mew 
that it did not take off from that eafinefs and freedom which 
is the life of converfation j and few ever fucceeded better in 
recommending it thus to the world, than fhe did. 

Her humility appeared in her whole converfation in a be- 
coming modefty towards her fuperiors, in an obliging civi- 
lity to her equals, and moil eminently in a kind condefcention 
to thofe that were below her. No body defpifed more the 

pomps 
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pomps of this life than (he did ; but yet Ihe conformed 
to that decency of apparel and way of living, that was 
fuitable to the rank (he had in the world, though in the 
plaincft manner, yet not affecling Angularity in any thing. 

Her conftitution was always very tender ; but in the year 
1707, it declined fo faft, that me was advifed to go to the 
fpaw for the recovery of her health ; by this means me re- 
trieved it a little while : but on January the 27th, 1 708, 
fhe fell fkk of a pleuritick fever, which proved fatal, for, 
her lungs being weak, in a few days fhe funk under it j but 
fhewed all along a full refignation of mind to the will of 
God, and a patient enduring the pains fhe felt. She cxprefied 
all that inward joy and fctisfaclion of mind which a life fo 
well fpent as hers was, gave her juft ground to have j and 
after her voice quite failed her, me, as things were fpoken 
in her hearing, (hewed, by the lifting up of her hands, and 
other figns, in what an happy calm (he then pofleffed her 
foul, how eafy and comfortable her paflage was, and how 
earneftly fhe recommended the practice of true religion to all 
about her : and thus departing this world, full of good works, 
fhe entered into the joy of her Lord, there to receive an am- 
ple reward for them; February 3, 1708-9: and was buried 
at Spetchly by her former hulband, according to a promife 
(he had made him, as appears by this claufe in her will : 
" I will that my body be buried in the parim church of Spetch- 
" ley, in the county of Worcefter, in a vault made by me for 
" my former huiband, Robert Berkely, Efq; and my felf. I 
." order this to fulfil a promife I made to him ; not out of any 
" want of refpect or kindnefs to my prefent hufband, who has, 
" by his great kindnefs and confidence, deferved from me all 
«' the gratitude and acknowledgments of love and refpects I can 
•« tcftine.*' 

LADY 
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MARY LADY CHUDLEIGH, was born in the 
month of Auguft, ann. 1656, and was the daughter 
of Richard Lee of Winflade, in the county of Devon, Efqj 
She had an education, in which literature feems not to have 
been confidered as a thing principally to be regarded ; being 
taught no other language than her native tongue. But her 
own love of books, her great induftry in the reading of them, 
and her great capacity to improve herfelf by them, enabled 
her to make a very confiderable figure among the literati of 
her time. 

She was married to Sir George Chudleigh of Afliton in the 
county of Devon, Bart, by whom /he had iffue Eliza Maria, 
who died in the bloom of life, much lamented by her mother, 
who poured out her grief upon that occafion in a poem intitled, 
A Dialogue between Luanda and Mar iff a ; and George, who 
fucceeded to the title and eftate, Thomas and others. 

She was a lady of great virtue, as well as great underftand- 
ingj and Ihc made the latter of thefe fubfervient to the pro- 
motion of the former; which were greatly improved by ftudy. 

And 
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And tho' (he was not only well verfed in poetry and hiftoty, 
but much delighted with them, yet (he dedicated much of 
her time to the ftudy of philofophy and divinity, as appears 
from her excellent Effays, which difcover an uncommon de- 
gree of' piety and knowledge ; and a noble contempt of thofe 
vanities which the generality of her rank fo eagerly purfue. 

The works which fhc has wrote and publifhed are, 

The Ladies Defence : or, the Bride-Woman' s Counfellor an- 
pwered: A Poem. In a Dialogue between Sir John Brute, Sir 
fVilliam Loveall, Melifla and a Par/on. This piece has been 
feveral times printed. 

The writing of it was occafioned by an angry lermon 
preached againfl: the fair fex ; of which her lady /hip gives 
the following account. " " Mr. Lintott ((ays (he) fome time 
" fince, intending to reprint my Poems, defired me to permit 
«« him to add to them a Dialogue I had in the year 1700, 
" written on a Sermon preached by Mr. Sprint, a non- 
" conforming at Sherbourn in DorfetQiire : I refufing for fe- 
" veral reafons, to grant his requeft, he, without my know- 
" ledge, bought the copy of the bookfeller who formerly 
" printed it ; and, without my confent, or once acquainting 
" me with his refolution, added it to the fecond edition of 
" my Poems : and that which makes the injury the greater, 
" is, his having omitted the Epiflle Dedicatory and the Preface; 
" by which means, he has left the reader wholly in the dark, 
" and expofed me to cenfure. When it was firft printed I 
" had reafon to complain, but not fo much as now } then the 
« Dedication was left intire, as I had written it} but the 
" Preface fo mangled, altered, and confidently fhortened, 
" that I hardly knew it to be my own : but it being then 

■ In the preface to her Mfat. 

publimed 
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" publiihed without a name, I was the lefs concerned : but 
" lince notwithstanding the great care I took to conceal it, 
" 'tis known to be mine, I think myfelf obliged in my 
" own defence to take fome notice of it." The omiflion of 
this Preface, which contained an anfwer to part of the Ser- 
mon, and gave her reafons for writing the Poem, had occafi- 
oned fome people to make illnatured reflections on it. This 
put her lady/hip upon juftifying herfclf (in the preface to 
her P.J ays) and afluring her readers, " there are no reflections 
" in it levelled at any particular perfons befides the author of 
** the Sermon*-, him (fays me) I only blame for his being too 
" angry, for his not telling us our duty in a fofter, more 
" engaging way : addrefs and good manners render reproofs 
" a kindnefs } but where they are wanting, admonitions are 
" always taken ill : as truths of this fort ought never to be 
** concealed from us, fo they ought never to be told us with 
" an indecent warmth ; a refpectful tendernefs would be more 
** becoming a melfenger of peace, the difciple of an humble, 
" patient, meek, commiferating Saviour." She wrote alfo, 

'The Song oj the three Children Paraphrafed: and many 
other poems upon various fubjecls, which are printed together, 
with the following title. POEMS on fveral Occafkm. Bv 
the Lady CHUDLEIGH. The third Edition \orreclei 
London j 1722, i2mo. Likewife, 

E S SATS upon feveral Subjecls, in Profe and Verfe. 
Written by the Lady C H UD LEIGH, London, 1 7 1 o, $vo. 

Thefc EfTays are upon Knowledge, Pride, Humility, Life. 
Death, Fear, Grief, Riches, Self-love, Jujlice, Anger, Ca- 
lumny, Friendfl.ip, Love, Avarice , Solitude. This perfor- 
mance is much admired ; and very juftly j for it may be 
obferved, that there is not any appearance of falfe wit, or 
affected expreffions, the common blemifhes of this fort of 
writing. They appear to be, not the excurfions of a lively 

G g g imagina- 
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imagination, which can often expatiate on the paffions and 
actions of men, with fmall experience of either ; fo much as 
the deliberate refuhs of a long exercife in the world, im- 
proved with reading, regulated with judgment j foftened by 
good breeding, and heightened with fprightly thoughts and 
elevated piety. Her ftile often runs of it felf into a kind of 
poetic meafure, Her foul was harmonious, no wonder her 
expreflions are the fame. This treatife is dedicated To her 
Royal Highnefs the Princefs Sophia, Electrefs and Dutchefs 
Dowager of Brunfwick. On which occafion that excellent 
Princefs, then in her 8oth year, honoured her with the fol- 
lowing epiftle. 

Madame Chudleigh, A Hanover le 25 dc Juin 17 10. 

Vous M* avez fait une tres grand Plaifir, de me faire con- 
noitre par v6tre agreable Livre, qu'il y a une Perfonne comme 
vous en Angletere, et qui a tant de Culture, qu'elle peut 
d'une fi belle Maniere faire part de fes bon fentiments a 
toutc la Terre. Pour Moy je ne pretens meriter les Louanges 
que vous me donnez, que par le cas que je faits de votre 
Merite, et de vos bon fentiments, qui me porteront toujours 
a vous eftimer parfaitement, et a eftre tout a fait. 

Voutre arTectionee Amie 
A Madame Chudleigh a vous rendre fervice, 

a Londre. SOPHIE ELECTRIE. 

Lady Chudleigh, Hanover, June 25th, 1710. 

You have done me a very great pleafure in letting me 
know by your agreeable book that there is fuch a one as you 

in 
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in England, and who has fo well improved herfelf, that flie 
can in fo fine a manner communicate her good fentiments to 
all the world. As for me, I do not pretend to deferve the 
commendations you give me, but by the efteem which I 
have of your merit, and of your good fenfe ; which will in- 
duce me always perfectly to efteem you, and to be intirely 

Your affectionate friend 
To Lady Chudleigh to ferve you 

in London. SOPHIA ELECTRICE. 

■ 

At the end of the fecond volume of the Duke of Whar- 
ton's Poems, are five letters from Lady Chudleigh, to the 
Reverend Mr. Norris of Bemerton, and Corinna, i. e. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Thomas. 

She wrote feveral other things, which tho* not printed, are 
carefully preferved in the family, viz. Two Tragedies. Two 
Opera's. A Mafque. Some of Lucian's Dialogues, done into 
verfe. Satyr ical Reflexions on Saqualio, in imitation of one 
of Lucian's Dialogues, with feveral fmall poems on various 
occafions. 

She had long laboured under the pains of a rheumatifm, 
which had confined her to her chamber a confiderable time 
before her death, which happened at Afhton in Devonfliire, 
December the 15th, 17 10, in the 55th year of her age: 
and lies buried there without either monument or inferip- 
tion. 
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THE HONOURABLE Mrs. DUDLEYA NORTH 
was the younger of two daughters of the Right 
Honourable Charles Lord North, of Kirtling and Baron 
Grey of Rollefton, by Catherine the daughter of the Right 
Honourable William Lord Grey of Wark. She was born 
at Lord North and Grey's houfe in Leicefter fields, in 
July 1675. This Lord North had two fons who were 
inflructed in all neceflary fchool learning by a private tutor 
in the houfe, before they were fent to the Univerfity of 
Cambridge, wherein at a proper age they were both ad- 
mitted Noblemen of Magdalen College. In the courfe of 
their education at home, this lady, having a natural incli- 
nation to learning, whilft me was a girl, was defirous to learn 
Latin and Greek of the fame perfon along with her brothers. 
Upon this foundation, as (he advanced in years, fhe purfued 
her ftudies fo afiiduoufly and with fuch good fuccefs, that 
fhe quickly rendered thofe two languages familiar to her. 
But not content with that, fhe extended her views a great 
deal farther j and, after becoming intimately acquainted 
with the original language of the Old Teftament; me 
gained by a long and fevere courfe of ftudy, a competent 
fhare of knowledge in the whole circle of Oriental learn- 
ing. An evident proof of this, is that choice collection of 

books, 
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books, me died polTeflcd of in that branch of literature ; 
which after her death, were, by her only furviving brother, 
the then Lord North and Grey, given to the Parochial library 
at Rougham in Norfolk, founded by the Honourable Roger 
North, lifq. for the ufe of the minifter of that parifli, and 
under certain regulations and reftriclions ; of the neighbour- 
ing clergy alfo, for ever. Amongft thefe there is in particu- 
lar, one very neat pocket Hebrew Bible in 12 mo. without 
points, with filver clafps to it, and bound in blue Turky 
leather, in a cafe of the fame materials, which Ihe conftantly 
carried to church with her. But this inceffant as well as 
intenfe application to ftudy, at length brought her into a 
confumptive diforder, which put a period to her valuable life ; 
and (he was tranflated from this, to a better, on the 2 5th of 
April, 171 2 j at her fifters houfe the Lady North and Grey, 
in Bond-ftreet in London : her brother the Lord North and 
Grey being at that time in Flanders. On the fecond of May 
following, her corps was carried down to Kirtling, or Catlidge, 
in Cambridgmire, the ancient feat of the family, and, with 
all decent ceremony, fuitable to her quality, interred amongft 
her anceftors in that church by her uncle the faid Honour- 
able Roger North, Efq; whom (he had made the fole ex- 
ecutor of her laft will and teftament. 

In the firft leaf of all the books that had been hers, 
when they were depofned in that library, this infeription 
was inferted. 

E. Libris nobilis & erudita: Virginis Dominx Dudleys 
North, Filiac actate minoris prainobilis Caroli Domini North 
& Grey Baronis de Kirtling & Rollefton defuncti. Beneficio 
prtenobilis Wilhelmi Domini North & Grey, ejus Filii natu 
maximi & hsredis ; E. Concilio fecretiori, & inter Locum 
tenentes Generalis Exercituum domina? Annae Dei Gratia Mag. 
Brit. Fran, & Hibern. Rcgina?, Fidci Defcnforis, &c. 

ELIZA- 
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THIS gentlewoman was remarkable both for her know- 
ledge of the Hebrew Language, and for a peculiar 
fkilfulnefs in the writing of it. 

She was born about the time of the reftoration of 
King Charles the fecond, and was the daughter and heir of 
Mr. Robert Fuller, of Long-acre in the parifti of St. Martin 
in the Fields, in the county of Middlefex. 

April 26, 1681, (he was married to Mr. Nathaniel Bland, 
(then a linnen draper in London j afterwards Lord of the 
Mannor of Beefton, in the parifti of Leeds, in the county of 
York, his paternal inheritance ; where they refided many 
years) by whom (he had fix children, who all died in then- 
infancy excepting one fon named Jofeph, and a daughter 
called Martha, who was married to Mr. George More of 
Beefton aforefaid. She was inftructed in the Hebrew Langu- 
age by the Lord Van Helmont, which (he underftood to fuch 
a degree of perfection, that lhe taught it to her fon and 
daughter. 

Among the curiofities of the Royal fociety, is preferved of 
her writing, a Phylactery in Hebrew, of which Dr. Grew 
has given us the following account \ " It is only a fingle 

w See his accoant of the Rarities pre- t-ween thine Eyes. " But they afterwards 

fcrved at G re (ham College, Fol. Lond. " ferved more for oftentation j and at lift 

1681. The Dr. obferves " The original " for fpells or Amulets. From whence 

•« ufe of them to be for memento's: " alfo the ufe of charms amoneft chriftians 

" grounded on that command, Dcut. 6. 8." " was firil learned ; and thole who gave 

And tbon Jhalt bind tbtm for a fign upon " them called Phyla&erii. Prohibited by 

ttiiu band, and tbty Jtail bt as frontUti It- " the council in Trullo." 

" fcroll 
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" fcroll of parchment, three quarters of an inch broad, and 
" 1 5 inches long ; with four fentences of the law, (viz. 
" Exod. 13. from 7. to II, and from 13, to 17, Deut. 6, 
" from 3, to 10, and 11, from 13, to 19,) moft curioufly 
" written upon it in Hebrew. Serarius from the Rabbies, 
" faith, that they were written feverally upon fo many fcrolls. 
" And that the Jews do to this day wear them over their 
" foreheads in that manner. So that they are of feveral forts 
" or modes, whereof this is one." This was wrote at the 
requeft of Mr. Thorefby * j and was given by her to that re- 
pofitory. 

By the two pedigrees of the family, printed in Mr. 
Thorefby's Ducatus Leodienfis y pages 209, and 587, it feems 
that me was living in 1 7 1 2. 

This is all the account I have been able to procure, 
either of her, or her writings ; which probably were con- 
siderable, as her attainments in this one branch of learning 
were fo complete. 

* Vid. D, Lttditnjt!, p. 499. 
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THIS lady was the daughter of the Right Honourable 
Lord Molcfvvorth a nobleman of Ireland ; and wife 
of George Monk, Efq. She, purely by the force of her 
own natural genius acquired a perfect knowledge of the 
Latin, Italian and Spanilh tongues : and by a conftant read- 
ing of the fineft authors in thofe languages, became fo great 
a miflxefs of the art of poetry, that me wrote many poems 
for her own diverfion, yet, with fuch accuracy that they 
were deemed worthy of publication j and foon after her 
death were printed and publifhcd with the following title, 
Marinda. Poems and Tranjlatiom upon feveral Occafions^ 
$vo. Lond. ly 16. 'Tis addrefled to her Royal Highnefs 
Carolina Princefs of Wales, by a long dedication dated March 
26, 1716, wrote by her father Lord Molefworth, who fpeaks 
of the poems and of the author in the following manner. 
" Moft of them (fays he) are the product of the leifure hours 
" of a young gentlewoman lately dead, who in a remote 
" country retirement, without any affiftance but that of a 
" good library, and without omitting the daily care due to 
" a large family, not only perfectly acquired the feveral 
" languages here made ufe of, but the good morals and 
" principles contained in thofe books, fo as to put them in 
*' practice, as well during her life and languiming ficknefs 
" as at the hour of her death ; in ftiort, (he died not only 

" like 
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" like a Cbrijiian but a Roman Lady, and fo became at once 
" the object of the Grief and Comfort of her relations. As 
" much as I am obliged to be fparing in commending what 
" belongs to me, I cannot forbear thinking fome of thefe 
" circumftances uncommon enough to be taken notice of : 
" I loved her more becaufe Jhe deferred it, than becaufe foe 
" was mine, and I cannot do greater honour to her me- 
" mory, than by confecrating her labours, or rather her -di- 
" verfion to your Royal Highnefs, as we found moft of 
" them in her fcritore after her death, written with her own 
«' hand, little expecting; and as little deliring the publick 
" mould have any opportunity either of applauding or con- 
" demning them." 

Mr. Jacob tells us 1 that thofe poems and tranflations mew 
the true fpirit and numbers of poetry, a delicacy of turns, 
and juftnefs of thought and exprefiion. As this book is not 
very common j a fliort account of it may not be unaccep- 
table to the reader. The moft valuable poems in this collec- 
tion are, 

1. Runway Love. A tranflation from Taflb. In this 
piece Venus having loft Cupid, offers this reward for his 
apprehenfion. 

And he that finds the boy mall have 
The fweeteft kifs I ever gave : 
But he that brings him to my arms, 
Shall mafter be of all my charms. 

2. An Eclogue in return to a Tale fent by a Friend. This 
Mr. Jacob fays, is an excellent piece. 

3. Mafque of the Virtues againfi Love. From Guarini. 

■ 

r In hU lives of the poets, Vol. II. p. 107. 
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4. Human Frailty. 

5. On Providence. 

6. The timcrous Lover. From Guarini. 

7. ATranJIation of part of the $th Scene of the Second 
Aft of Paflor-Fido. 

8. A Pa floral Dialogue. From the Spanim. 

9. On a Lady's Statue in Mar hie. 

10. Sonetto. From Guarini. 

1 1 . Canzone. From Petrarch. 

\2. An Epijlle to Marinda. This poem begins thus, 

A juft applaufe, and an immortal name 

Is the true object of the poet's aim ; 

In queft of this they boldly quit the Shore, 

And dangerous fcas and unknown lands explore. 

In the whole plan their intereft has no (hare, 

The goods of fortune are beneath their care ; 

They on the fmoke of publick incenfe live, 

Look down on wealth, and think it mean to thrive. 

13. To Marinda. A Puerperium. 

14. Canzone of Monfignior Delia Cafa. 

IS- A Dialogue betiveen Lucinda and Strefbon, on a But- 
ter-fly that revived before the Fire, and afterwards flew into 
it and was burnt. 

16. An Ode on the late Queen's Birth-Day. 

1 7. On fight of the prefent Emperefs of Germany. 

1 8. Madrigals in imitation of the Italian. 

19. A Tranjlation from Taffo. Gierufalemme Liberata. 

20. Upon Orpheus and Euridice. From the Spanim. 

21. Mocoli. A Poem, Addrefed to Colonel Richard Molef- 
wortb, at the Camp at Pratz del Rey, in Catalonia. An. 
1711. 

The 
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The following epitaph on a lady of pleafure, was written 
by her. 

O'er this marble drop a tear, 
Here lies fair Rofalinde, 
All mankind was pleas'd with her, 
And me with all mankind. 

And like wife this epigram upon a lady of the fame cha- 
racter. 

Cloe her goftips entertains 
With ftories of her child-bed pains, 
And fiercely againft Hymen rails j 
But Hymen's not fo much to blame : 
She knows, unlefs her mem'ry fails, 
E'er flie was wed, 'twas much the fame. 

The following verfes were wrote by her (as I am inform'd) 
on her death-bed at Bath, to her hufband in London. 

Thou, who doft all my worldly thoughts employ, 
Thou pleafing fource of all my earthly joy : 
Thou tend'reft hufband, and thou beft of friends, 
To thee this firft this laft adieu I fend. 
At length the conqu'ror death aflerts his right, 
And will for ever vail me from thy fight. 
He woos me to him with a chearful grace ; 
And not one terror clouds his meagre face. 
He promifes a lafting reft from pain ; 
And mews that all life's fleeting joys are vain. 
Th'eternal Scenes of Heaven he fets in view, 
And tells me that no other joys are true. 

H h h 2 But 
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But love, fond love, would yet refift his power ; 
Would fain a while defer the parting hour : 
He brings thy mourning image to my eyes, 
And would obftrucl: my journey to the flcies. 
But fay, thou deareft, thou unwearied friend ; 
Say, mouldft thou grieve to fee my forrows end ? 
Thou knowft a painful pilgrimage I've pail j 
And (houldft thou grieve that reft is come at laft ? 
Rather rejoice to fee me fliake off life, 
And die as I have liv'd, thy faithful wife. 

She died about the year 1 7 1 5. 
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ELIZABETH BURY was born (about) the beginning of 
March, 1644, at Clare in the county of Suffolk, and 
was baptized the twelfth of the fame month. Her father 
was Captain Adams Lawrence of Lynton in Cambridgemire, 
a perfon of great integrity. Her mother was Mrs. Elizabeth 
Cutts, daughter of Henry Cutts, Efq; of Clare aforefaid. 

As (he had fuch talents, and fuch a temper, in the ufe of 
them, as made her converfation greatly valued by all her ac- 
quaintance j fo (he was never my of affording them that plea- 
fure j being never referved, but when Ihe thought her com- 
pany difagreeable, or me could profit herfelf more by her 
own thoughts, than by the difcourfe of others. 

She has been often taken notice of as a perfon of uncom- 
mon parts, ready thought, quick apprehenfion, and proper 
expreilion : me was always very inquifitive into the nature 
and reafon of things, and thought herfelf greatly obliged to 
any that would give her inftruction. 

In common converfation, upon the flirts and banters of 
others, (he had often fuch fharp turns, and ready replies, that 
were very furprizing ; and yet mollify'd, with fuch art, and 
air, and ingenuity, that they could very feldom be refentcd 
by any. 

In writing of letters, fhe had a great aptnefs and felicity of 
cxpreffion - t and was always thought fo clofe and pertinent 

and 
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and full to the purpofe j and withal fo ferious, and fpiritual, 
that her correfpondence was greatly valued, by fome of the 
brightcft minds, even in very diftant countries. 

Her genius, led her to the ftudy of almofl every thing, 
having fuch a natural capacity accompanied with a very faith- 
ful and retentive memory ; and taking fuch a continual plca- 
fure in reading and converfation, (he foon became miftrefs 
(in fome meafure) of any thing Hie aimed at. 

She often diverted herfelf with philology, philofophy, hi- 
ftory, ancient and modern i fometimes with mufick, vocal 
and inftrumental ; fometimes with heraldry, globes and ma- 
thematicks ; fometimes with learning the French tongue, 
(chiefly for converfation with French Refugees, to whom (he 
was an uncommon benefactrefs) but efpecially in perfecting 
herfelf in Hebrew ; which by long application and practice, 
me had rendered fo familiar and eafy to her, as frequently to 
quote the original in common converfation, when the true 
meaning of fome particular texts of fcripturc depended on it. 
She made very critical remarks upon the idioms and peculia- 
rities of that language, which after her deceafe were found 
amongft her papers. 

Another ftudy fhe took much pleafure in was anatomy and 
medicine, being led and prompted to it by her own ill 
health, and partly from a defire of being ufeful amongfl: her 
neighbours : in this fhe improved fo much, that many of 
the greatcfl mafters of the faculty have been often ftartled, 
by her ftating the moft nice and difficult cafes, in fuch pro- 
per terms, as could have been expected only from men of 
their own profeffion ; for fhe had a furprizing knowledge as 
they have often owned of the human body, and of the Mate- 
ria Medica. 

But however fhe diverted herfelf with thefe, yet her con- 
ftant favourite and darling ftudy was divinity j efpecially the 

holy 
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holy fcriptures, having from her very childhood taken God's 
Testimonies for the Men of her Counfd. And next to the 
holy fcriptures, there was not any one book me fo much 
valued as Mr. Henry's Annotations. To this and fome books 
in practical divinity, (he devoted moft of her fecret and lei- 
fure hours. 

But notwith (landing all her knowledge, and unufual at- 
tainments, in fo many profeffions, faculties, kinds of litera- 
ture, and moft important truths of religion, flie would al- 
ways confefs and bewail her own ignorance, and that me 
knew little in comparifon of what others did, or what me 
ought to have known, in any of thefe matters. 

She would often regret, that fo many learned men mould 
be fo uncharitable to her fex, as to fpeak fo little in their 
mother tongue, and be fo loath to affift their feebler faculties. 

When they were in any wife difpofed to an accurate fearch 
into things curious or profitable, as well as others j efpecially 
(as me often argued) fince they would all fo readily own, 
that fouls were not not diftinguiflied by fexes. And there- 
fore (he thought it would have been an honourable pity in 
them to have offered fomething in condefcention to their capa- 
cities. And as to herfclf, me would always fpeak with the 
greateft thankfulnefs, of her lingular obligations to her father 
Bradfhaw, Dr. Fulwood, and fome others, for the ready and 
kind afliftance they gave her, in all her applications to them, 
in order to the little light and knowledge me had attained in 
fuch things. 

She was very charitable to the poor, fparing no pains, nor 
grudging any charges (in her widow-ftate) to carry on her 
defigns for the relief of miferable families, exil'd for religion ; 
for ereding of charity-fchools, to educate the poor j for the 
maintenance of minifters and candidates ; and for a ftock of 
bibles and practical books, to be diftributed as fhe mould fee 

occafion. 
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occafion. So many long and expenfive journies Aie had taken 
in promoting thefe charitable defigns amongft her acquain- 
tance, that Ihc had fometimes this pleafant remark upon hcr- 
felf, " I have acted the part of a beggar fo long, that I am 
" now aimoft really one my felf." She very much approved 
of every one's devoting a certain part of their eftates to pious 
and charitable ufes ; for then, lays (he, " they will not grudge 
«' to give out of a bag that is no longer their own." And 
as to fuch as had no children, flie thought it Was reafonable 
they fliould appropriate a fourth part of their neat profit 
(as well as flie) to fuch neceffary purpofes. 

She was very exemplary in her devotions, and would often 
fay, " She would not be hired out of her clofet for a thou- 
" fand worlds." She never enjoyed fuch hours of pleafure, 
and fuch free and intimate communion with Cod, as flic 
had there ; and wondered how any could by an omiffion of 
duty, deprive themfelves of one of the greatefl: priviledges 
allowed to men : frequently affirming, that, " flie would not 
" lofe her morning hours with God, tho* £he were fure to 
gain the whole world by it :" flie grudged that the pooreft 
labourer fliould be ever found at his work before her. And 
even from her youth, agreed it with her fervant, under great 
penalties upon herfelf, that flie would rife every morning at 
four of the clock for her clofet. Which was her practice 
from the eleventh year of her age j and at five (if ficknefs 
or pain did not prevent her,) for betwixt twenty and thirty 
of the laft' years of her life. 

She carefully endeavoured to improve the day in company 
and conversion with her friends, was always well furniflied 
with matter of ufeful difcourfe, and could make very happy 
tranlitions from worldly to fcrious talk : but yet would often 
complain of the lofs of much precious time in giving and 
receiving vifits ; and fay, flic could not be fatisficd with fuch a 

life, 
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life, wherein fhe could neither do nor receive good, but 
muft keep to her clofet and her book. She often remark 'd it 
in her accounts, " entertained very kindly at fuch and fucli 
*' houfes, but no good done to herfelf or others." And fome- 
times when (he returned from unprofitable Company, 
would complain, " That though fhc had (truck fire fo often, 
" yet it always fell upon wet tinder." 

Her firft marriage was to Griffith Lloyd, Efq; of Hemming- 
ford Grey, in Huntingdonshire, on the firft of February 1 667, 
in the twenty third year of her age. He was a Gentleman of 
good reputation and eftate, of great ufefulnefs in his country, 
whilft in commimon of the peace ; and afterwards as a recon- 
ciler of differences, and common patron of the oppreffed : He 
was one of a very active and generous fpirit, a perfon of great 
piety, Angular temper, and fteady faithfulnefs to his friends. 
They lived together about fifteen years (to April 13, 1682) 
with fuch a mutual love and pleafure, as to be particularly 
taken notice of by all their neighbours. 

Her fecond marriage was to Mr. Samuel Bury (a diflent- 
ing minifter) on May 29, 1697. With this gentleman (he 
lived very happily until the 11th of May, 1720, at which 
time being at Briftol, and having arrived at the feventy fe- 
venth year of her age, after a fhort illnefs of a few days, 
(he joyfully furrendered up her pious foul to God that gave 
it ; and left this world at laft without either figh or groan, 
and with the pleafanteft fmile that ever was obferved in 
her countenance before. Dr. Watts alludes to this in the 
following elegant manner, in his elegy on her death *. 

But ne'er fhall words or lines or colours paint 
Th' immortal paflions of th* expiring faint. 

« Printed at the end of Mrs. Bury's Diary. 
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What beams of joy (angelick airs) arife 

O're her pale cheeks, and fparkle thro' her eyes, 

In that dark hour ! how all fcrene fhe lay, 

Beneath the openings of celeftial day ! 

Her foul retires from fenfe, refines from fin, 

While the defcending glory wrought within ; 

Then in a facred calm refign'd her breath, 

And as her eye-lids clo6*d, (he fmil'd in death. 

She left behind her a large diary, which has been a- 
hridg'd and publifh'd ' by her beloved and mournful confort 
Mr. Bury: From his account of her I acknowledge my 
felf to have taken this, which is now offered to the pub- 
lick. In which, if I have omitted many things that are 
material, I mud beg the fame excufe for my/elf which he 
has made in his preface to tliat work, viz. that he found 
it abfolutely neceflary to omit many things truly valuable, 
or elfe the work muft have fweU'd to an improper fize. 

Amongft her mifcellaneous papers were the following 
difcourfes. Meditations on the Divinity of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 'The fiver al Parts of the Creation. The Extent, Ef- 
Jieacy and Ms fiery of Providence. A Believer's Union icitb 
Chrijl. Pits Communing with bis cicn Heart. His walk- 
ing with Good. His regulating his Thoughts, Affections, 
Speech and Actions. The whole Duty and Happinefs of 
Man. The grand Treafure of all Scripture Promifes. The 
unreafonabknefs of Fretting again/1 GOD. The Man/ion of 
the Soul of Man. The Refurreclion of the Body. Together 
with her Critical ObfervaUcns in Anatomy, Medicine, Ma- 
thematicks, Mufick, Philofopby, Rhetorick. 

• Oft. BriUol, 1721. 

I Will 
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I will conclude the character of this learned and vir- 
tuous gentlewoman with part of Dr. Watts's elegy on her 
much lamented death j as being a beautiful fummary of 
her excellencies ; where hinting at her Diary he thus 
proceeds. 



-Behold her here ; 



How juft the form how foft the lines appear ! 
The features of her foul without difguife, 
Drawn by her own blefs'd pen, a fweet furprize 
To mourning Friends. The partner of her cares 
Seiz'd the fair piece, and wafh'd it o'er with tears, 
Drefs'd it in flowers then hung it on her urn j 
A pattern for the fex in ages yet unborn. 

Daughters of Eve, come, trace thefe heavenly lines, 
Feel with what power the bright example mines ; 
She was what you mould be. Young virgins, come 
Drop a kind tear, and drefs you at her tomb : 
Gay filks and diamonds are a vulgar, road ; 
Her radiant virtues mould create the mode. 
Matrons attend her hearfe with thoughts refin'd, 
Gaze and tranferibe the beauties of her mind, 
And let her live in you. The meek the great j 
The chafte and free ; the chearful and fedate ; 
Swift to forgivenefs, but to anger flow ; 
And rich in learning, yet averfe to fhow; 
With charity and zeal that rarely join, 
And all the human graces and divine, 
Reign'd in her breaft j and held a' pleafing ftrife 
Thro' every fhifting fcene of various life, 
The maid, the bride, the widow, and the wife. 

I i i 2 Nor 
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Nor need a manly fpirit blum to gain 
Exalted thoughts from her fuperior vein. 
Attend her hints, ye fages of the fchools, 
And by her nobler practice frame your rules. 
Let her inform you to addrefs the ear 
With conquering fuafion, or reproof fevere, 
And Hill without offence. Thrice happy foul, 
That could our paHions and her own controul! 
Could weild and govern that unruly train, 
Senfe, fancy, pleafure, fear, grief, hope and pain, 
And live fublimely good 1 behold her 




Ye venerable tribes of holy men, 
Read the devotions of her heart and pen, 
And learn to pray and die. Buriffa knew 
To make life happy and refign it too. 
The foul that oft had walk'd th* etherial road, 
Pleas'd with the fummons, took her farewel flight to God. 
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COUNTESS OF WINCH ELSEA. 



ANNE Countcfs of Winchdfea, a lady of an excellent 
Genius, efpecially in poetry, was daughter of Sir Wil- 
liam Kingfmill, of Sidmonton, in the County of Southamp- 
ton, Knight. She was maid of honour to the Dutchefs of 
York, fecond wife to King James the fccond ; and was af- 
terwards married to Hencage, fecond fon of Heneage Earl 
of Winchelfea, by lady Mary, fecond daughter of William 
Seamour, Duke of Somerfetj which Heneage was, in his 
Father's life-time, -Gentleman of the bed-chamber to the 
duke of York, and afterwards, upon the death of his ne- 
phev Charles, fucceeded him in the tide of Earl of Win- 
chelfea. One of the moft confiderable of the Countefs of 
Winchelfea's poems was that upon the Spleen, printed in 
A new Mifcellany of Original Poems on federal Occafiom, 
publim'd by Mr. Charles Gildon, at London 1701, in 8vo. 
That poem occafioned another of Mr. Nicholas Rowe's, in- 
titled, An Epiftle to Flavia on the fight of two Pindaric 
Odes on the Spleen and Vanity, written by a Lady to bet- 
Friend. A collection of her poems was printed at Lon- 
don 171 3, in 8vo. containing likewife a Tragedy never act- 
ed, intitled jiriftomenes. A great number of her poems ftill 
continue unpublifh'd in the hands of the Reverend Mr. 

Creak e 
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Creake, and fome in the pofleflion of the Right Honour- 
able the Countefs of Hertford. Some of which are print- 
ed in the lad edition of Bayle's Hiftorical Dictionary, ccc. As 
that vail and expenfive performance is in but very few hands, 
I will here tranferibe from thence a fpecimen of her talents this 
way, which was wrote in anfwer to the following addrefs. 

To lady Winchelfey, occafioned by four vcrfes in the 
Rape of the Lock: By Mr. Pope. 

In vain you boaft poetic names of yore, 
And cite thofe Sapphoes we admire no more : 
Fate doom'd the fill of ev'ry female wit, 
But doom'd it then when firft Ardelia writ. 
Of all examples by the world confeft 
I knew Ardelia could not quote the bert, 
Who like her miftrefs, on Britannia's throne 
Fights and fubdues, in quarrels not her own. 
To write their praife you but in vain cfiay j 
Even while you write, you take that praife away : 
Light to the ftars the fun does thus reftore, 
And fliines himfelf, 'till they are feen no more. 

Lady Winchclfea's Anfwer to the foregoing verfes. 

Difarm'd with fo genteel an air, 

The conteft I give o're ; 
Yet Alexander have a care, 

And mock the fex no more. 
We rule the world our life's whole race, 

Men but afTume that right ; 
Firft flaves to ev'ry tempting face, 

Then martyrs to our fpite. 
You of one Orpheus fure have read, 

Who would like you have writ 

Had 
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Had he in London town been bred, 

And polifh'd to his wit; 
But he poor foul thought all was well, 

And great mould be his feme, 
When he had left his wife in hell, 

And birds and beafts could tame. 
Yet venturing then with fcoffing rhimes 

The women to incenfe, 
Rfifenting heroines of thofe times 

Soon punifh'd his offence. 
And as the Hebrus roll'd his fcull, 

And harp befmear'd with blood, 
They cla/hing as the waves grew full 

Still harmoniz'd the flood. 
But you our follies gently treat, 

And fpin fo fine the thread, 
You need not fear his aukward fate, 

The lock won't coft the head. 
Our admiration you command 

For all that's gone before j 
What next we look for at your hand 

Can only raife it more. 
Yet footh the ladies I advife 

(As me to pride has wrought,) 
We're born to wit, but to be wife 

By admonitions taught. 

She died without iflue, on the fifth day of Auguft, 1720. 

The reader is oblig'd to the authors of the General Dictionary 
for this account of lady Winchelfea. 

LADY 
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FRANCES LADY NORTON was bom about the 
middle of the feventeenth century } and was defcend- 
ed from the ancient and genteel family of the Frek.es, in 
the county of Dorfct. By her writings (he feems to have 
been educated in the Greek and Latin tongues. She was 
married firft to Sir George Norton of Abbots Leigh, in 
the county of Somerfet, Knight, by whom (he had three 
children, George and Elizabeth, who died young, and are 
interred in Weftminfter Abbey ; and Grace, an excellent 
lady, and of uncommon abilities ; who was married to Sir 
Richard Gethin, of Gethin Grot, in Ireland, Baronet, and 
died in the very flower of her age ( as may be fcen un- 
der the year 1697) to the inexprefiible grief of her mo- 
ther lady Norton. In order to alleviate the forrow (he had 
conceived by this her invaluable lofs, lady Norton engaged 
herlelf in dir. wing up two books, which bear the follow- 
ing titles. The Applaufe of Virtue. In four Parti. Con- 
Ji/iing of fveral Divine and Moral Effays toicards the ob- 
taining of true Virtue. By the Lady Norton, ^to. London, 

j 705. 
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1705. This treatife is dedicated to her coufin, Madam 
Freke of Shroten : and contains 262 pages. Memento Mori : 
Or Meditations on Death. By the Lady Norton. 4/0, Lon- 
don, 1705. This difcourfe is dedicated to her coufin the 
Hon. Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton, and contains 108 pages. 
Thofe pious performances are an ample teftimony of her 
learning j and mew her to have been well read in the beft 
primitive fathers, philofophers, &c. which me perpetually 
quotes to illuftrate her fubjedt; and indeed to very good 
advantage : nor are they lefs demonftrative of her own good 
fenfe, and moft exalted piety j there being the moft lively 
image of a devout foul in every page of her works. This 
very commendable employment was the method flic made 
choice of to mitigate her forrow. And doubtlcfs me could 
not pofiibly have chofen any better. Her pious difpofition 
under the direction of fo good an undcrftanding, could not 
fail of giving her a due fenfe of her duty : one main part of 
which is to fubmit with patience to the various difpenfu- 
tions of providence, and to acquicfee at lea ft, if we do not 
fee reafon to rejoice in whatfocver he is pleafed to allot 
us. Very few people feem to have been better prepared 
for fuch holy contemplations than this worthy lady j for 
having added to her own piety a large acquaintance with 
the beft authors on divine fubjecls, (he became well quali- 
fied for the moft elevated fpeculations j and for the regu- 
lar and due performance of all the duties of religion, which 
me feems to have practifed with an ardency and purity of zeal, 
equal to that - of thofe primitive writers me was fo con- 
vc riant in. I have been informed by a verv worthy la- 
dy % that there are ftill remaining at Abbots-Leigh, feveral 
pieces of furniture of her own working, with many de- 

e Mrs. Trcnchard, in a letter to me, dated June the 8th, 1745. 
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vout fentcnces wrought on them, which plainly fliew the con- 
ftant object of her thoughts : herein imitating St. Auguftine, 
who had many pious layings of the Royal Pialmift written about 
his bed. It would be almoft endlefe to recount her many ex- 
cellent fayings, and feafonabLe admonitions which Ihe gave 
to her friends and acquaintance. She would fay, " Prayer 
" is the great duty and the greateft privilege of a chrifli- 
" an; 'tis his intercourfe with God, his fandhiary in trou- 
" ble, his remedy for fins, his cure of griefs. Prayer is 
" the afcent of the mind to God, a petitioning for fuch 
" things as we need for our fupport: it is an abm-act or 
" fummary of chriftian religion and divine worihip, con- 
" fefiing God's power and mercy: it celebrates his attri- 
" butes, confefieth his glory, reveres his perfon, implores 
" his aid, and gives thanks for his bleflings: 'tis an act of 
" charity, for it prays for others : 'tis an act of repentance, 
" when it confefieth and begs pardon for our fins, and ex- 
" ercifes our grace according to the defign of the man 
" and the manner of the prayer. In praying we imitate 
" the employment of angels and beatified fpirits, by which 
" we afcend to God in fpirit whilft we remain on earth. 
" We fpeak to God in prayer, when the tongue is ftifr- 
" ned with the approachings of death : prayer can dwell 
" in the heart, or by the eye, by a thought or groan : 
" prayer of all actions of religion, is the laft alive, and it 
" ferves God without circumftances and exercifes material 
" to the laft breath." Thus amiably and pathetically would 
me difcourfe on the efficacy of prayer. Among a thoufand. 
things of the like nature, upon other religious fubjects ihe would 
fay, " The quinteflence of all wifdom is to prepare for 
" death j it is the bufinefs we mould learn all our lives to 
" exercife ; the faults therein committed are irreparable, 
'.' and the lols without recovery, We fliould no more 
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" confide in the profperity of the world than to a ftill fca 
ct which in a great calm oft-times prefageth the near ap- 
" proaching tempeft ; to declare that in good we mould 
u live in diftruft of ill : and in evil in hopes of good ; but 
n in both the one and the other ever in equality. This 
ct is verily one of the matter-pieces of wifdom which God 
" imparteth greatly to a refigned fpirit. Death meets us 
" every where, and is procured by every inftrument, and 
" in all chances, and enters in by many doors, by vio- 
" lence and fecret influences. Therefore ought we to be 
" continually preparing for that raoft important hour, by holi- 
nefs and purity of life j by charity, humility, repen- 
«« tance, &c." 

All I can fay farther of this pious lady is, that her 
bounty to the church was very extenfive : That me mar- 
ried to her fecond huft>and colonel Ambrofe Norton : and 
to her third, Mr. Jones: and that (he was living (in an 
advanced age) about the year 1720. 
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^TOTwithflanding I am not positively affured that this 
worthy gentlewoman was either a Iinguift or writer, 
yet I cannot by any means think (he ought to be omitted in 
thefe memoirs. For as her extraordinary merit, her exem- 
plary Jife, and the noble ufe (he made of an ample fortune, 
demand for her an honourable place among the female wor- 
thies ; fo her great genius and good judgment improved by 
reading the fineft authors, and the wit and elegance of her 
converfation, which has been fo much admired and celebrated 
by the beft judges, may juftly intitle her to a character 
among the learned j and if fhe was not a writer, may at 
leaft make us wifh that (he had been fo. She was the 
daughter of John Riches, Efq; of London, Merchant. At 
the age of fifteen, fhe was married to William Bovey, Efq; 
who was Lord of the Mannor of Flaxley in Glouceftermire, 
a gentleman of a very plentiful fortune. 

The author of The New Atalantis *, gives the following 
elegant and juft defcription of her. — *' Her perfon has as 
*' many charms as can be defired. — She is one of thofe lofty, 
" black, and lafting beauties, that ftrikes with reverence, 
" and yet delight } there is no feature in her face, nor any 
" thing in her perfon, her air, and manner, that could be 

* Vol. III. p. 209. Edit. 1736. 

" exchanged 
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" exchanged for any others, and ftie not prove a lofer : then 
" as to her mind and conduit, her judgment, her fenfe, her 
" fteadfaftnefs, her reading, her wit and converfation, they 
" are admirable ; fo much above what is moil lovely in the 
" fex, that (hut but your eyes, (and allow for the mufick 
" of her voice) your mind would be charmed, as thinking 
" your felf converling with the moft knowing, mof^ refined 
" of yours ; free from all levity and fuperficialnefs, her fenfe 
" is folid and perfpicuous.— She is fo neat, fo perfect, an 
" ceconomift, that in taking in all the greater beauties of 
<f life, me does not difdain to ftoop to the moft inferior j in 
" rtiort, me knows all that a man can know, without de- 
" fpiling what, as a woman, me mould not be igno- 
" rant of. 

" Inimitable has been her conduct, and 'tis owing to 
" her prodigious modefty alone, that the whole eaftern em- 
" pire does not found her glory. She has defired to live 
" unknown, and has confined herfelf to a narrow part of 
" it, elfe her fame had been as diffufive as her merit ; 
" wifely declining all publick aflemblies, (he is contented 
" to poffefs her foul in tranquillity and freedom at home, 
" among the few happy me has honoured with the name 
" of friends." 

At the age of twenty two, Ihe was left a widow, without 
children, and in very plentiful circumftances : and being like- 
wife, certain of being heirefs to her father, a gentleman of 
great riches, thefe things added to her abovemcntioned illu- 
ftrious and amiable qualities, gained her crouds of admirers. 
" Since her widowhood (fays the abovementioned ingenious 
" writer) rtie has been the perpetual mark of thofc who 
" wanted fortune, and of fuch who afpired at poficfling 
" merit and beauty ; a croud of undefervers, a train of de- 
" fervers : the diftinguiming adore her perfections, the gene- 

" rality 
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" rality worship her pofleflions. Many are her personal 
" lovers, and who even defer vc to be beloved ; but her refo- 
" lution no more to inflave herfelf, has left them fmall part 
" to hope in her favour, all in her efteem." She chofe ra- 
ther to remain in a ftate of widowhood, that me might be 
certain to meet with no interruption in the diftribution of 
her great riches, which fhe employed to the beft pur- 
pofes, viz. to various works of piety j to divers kinds of 
cliarity j to hofpitality j and to the encouragement and ad- 
vancement of learning, &c. And notwithstanding the dif- 
advantages of her education, in not being inftructed in the 
learned languages j yet by often converfing with fome of the 
moft learned men of the age j and by her retired way of life, 
and intenfe application to ftudy, flie attained to a very great 
lhare of learning, knowledge and judgment. Of this we 
are affured by Mr. (afterwards Sir Richard) Steele, who in a 
dedication e to Mrs. Bovey, informs his readers, by telling her, 
" that inftead of aflemblies, books and folitude were her 
" choice, and that (he had gone on in the ftudy of what me 
" mould be, rather than attend to the celebration of what 
" Ihe was. Thus (fays he) with the charms of thefaireft 
" of your own fox, and knowledge not inferior to the 
" more learned of ours, a clofet, a bower, or fome beauteous 
" fcene of rural nature, has constantly robbed the world of 
" a ladies appearance, who never was beheld but with 
" gladnefs to her viiitants, nor ever admired but with pain 
" to herfelf. 

" But a conftant diftribution of large charities, a fearch for 
" objefts of new bounty, and a fltilful choice of modeft 
" merit, or furTcring virtue, touch the fouls of thofe whe* 

* Vid. the cpiftlc dedicatory, prefixed publilhcd by Mr. Richard Steele, Lon- 
to the (ccond vol. of Tbt LaJitt Library, «lon, 1714. 
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" partake your goodnefs too deeply to be born without in- 
" quiring for, and celebrating their benefactrefs : I (hould be 
" loath to offend your tendernefs in this particular, but I 
" know, when I fay this, the fatherlefs and the widow, 
" the negledted man of merit, the wretch on the fick bed, 
<c in a word, the diftreffed under all forms, will from this 
" hint learn to trace the kind hand which has fo often as 
" from Heaven, conveyed to them what they have afked in 
" the anguim of foul, when none could hear, but He who 
" has blefled you with fo ample a fortune, and given you a 
" foul to employ it in his fervice." Thus far this elegant 
writer. And the incomparably learned Dr. Hickes being 
truly fenfible of her great merit, did in a moft elaborate 
and learned performance f , printed long before her death, thus 
exprefTes his efteem for her. 

Praiftantiflima & honeftifiima matrona Catherine Bovey de 
Tlaxley in agro Glouceftrienli, Anglia noftrie Hypatia Cbrijiiana^ 
de qua nulla laus tarn modice, quin ejus fummam graviter 
oftendat modeiliam; nec tarn alte & magnifice dici poteft, 
quin earn virtutes ejus sequent, fi non exfuperent. 

It were eafy to enlarge on a character whofe worth was fo 
generally known, and well attefted, and which mewed it felf 
not merely in a probable appearance, but in a real exercife of 
the greateft virtues : but as the remaining part of her charact- 
er may be much better learnt from her monumental inferip- 
tions, than from any thing I can fay j I (hall rather chuie to 
finim this fhort account of her by giving compleat tranferipts 
of both. 

I See the Dr's preface to his Linguctrm StpttHtrimalim Thr/aum, tit. p. 47- 

On 
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On a beautiful honorary marble monument ere&ed in 
the abby church of Weftminfter is the following infcrip- 
tion. 

To the Memory of Mrs. Catherine Bovey, whofe per/on and 
underjlanding 'would have become the highe/t rank in female life, 
and whofe vivacity would have recommended her in the befi 
converfation j but by "Judgment as well as inclination^ Jhe chofe 
fucb a retirement as gave her great opportunities for read- 
ing and reflection, which Jhe made ufe of to the wife/1 pur- 
poses of improvement in knowledge and religion ; upon other fub- 
jects Jhe ventured far out of the common way of thinking j 
but in religious matters Jhe made the holy fcriptures t in 
which Jhe was well fkilled, the rule and guide of her faith 
and actions, efleeming it more fife to rely upon the plain 
word of God, than to run into any freedoms of thought upon 
revealed truths j the great f>are of time allowed to her clofet 
was not perceived in her economy, for flse had always a 
well-ordered, and well-inflructed family from the happy in- 
fluence as well of her temper and conduct, as of her uniform 
and exemplary chrijlian life. It pleafed God to blefs her with 
a conftderable ejlate, which, with a liberal band, guided by 
wifiom and piety, fie employed to his glory and the good of 
her neighbours. Her dome/tick expences were managed with 
a decency and dignity fuitable to her fortune, but with a 
frugality that made her income abound to all prcper objects 
of charity, to the relief of the necejjitous, the encouragement 
of the induflrious, and the inf ruction of the ignorant. She 
diflributed not only with chearfulnefs, but with joy, which upon 
fame occafwns of railing and refrefliing the fpirit of the afflic- 
ted, Jhe could not refrain from breaking forth into tears, 
flowing from a heart thoroughly affected with companion and 

benevo- 
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benevolence. Thus did many of her good works, while Jhe lived, 
go up as a memorial before God ; and feme Jhe left to fol- 
low her. 

She died January 21, 1726, in the $jth year of her age, 
at Flaxley, her fat in Gloucejlerfinre and was buried there, 
where her name will be long remembered ; and where fever al 
of her benefactions at that place as well as others, are more par- 
ticularly recorded. 

Under it on a white marble. 

This monument was erected with the utmofl refpect to her me- 
mory and jujlice to her character, by her executrix, Mrs. 
Alary Pope, who lived with her near forty years, in perfect 
friendfiip, and never once interrupted, till her much lamented 
death. 

The infeription on her monument at Flaxley in Gloucef- 

termire. 

t 

In the vault near this chapel is repofited the body of Mrs. 
Catherine Borry, daughter of John Riches, Efq; cf London, 

merchant. She was married to IVilliam Bovey, Efq-, Lord 

of the Mannor cf Flaxley, at the age of fifteen, and was left 
a widow, without children, at the age of 22, and continued fo 

all the re (I of her life. She entertained her friends and 

m ighhurs with a mo/t agreeable bcjpitality, but always took care 
to have a luge rcferve for charity, which f:e be/lowed not only 
on fitch vc cations as offered, but Jtudied how to employ it fo, as 
to make it mojl ufcful and advantageous. Her difpofition 
to do good was fo well known in the dijlrict about her, 

Lll that 
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tbc.t p. e eafily became acquainted with the cir cum/lances of thofe 
that wanted. And as Jl:e preferved many families from ruin 
by reafonable leans or gifts, fo fie conveyed her ajfijlance to 
Jo me of the better rank, in fuch a manner, as made it doubly 
acceptable. How far her bounty extended was kntwn to ber- 
f f alone, but much of it appeared to her honour and God's 
Glory in frequent di/iributions to the poor, and efpecially to the 
chat ity-fchools round about the country ; relieving thofe in prifon, 
and delivering many out of it j in contributing to churches oj 
the Englijh ejlablijhment abroad, as well as aiding feveral at 
home, in cloathing and feeding her indigent neighbours, and in 
teaching their children, fome of whom every funday by turns, fie 
entertained at her houfe, and condefcended to examine them her- 

fclf. Be/ides this continual, it might be faid this daily courfe 

of liberality during her life, Jhe bequeathed at her death, to- 
wards the founding a college in the IJland of Bermuda, 500 1. 
— To the grey-coat bofpital in St. Margarets Weftminjlcr, 500 I. 

— To the blue-coat hofpital in Wejlminjler, 200]. To the 

charity-fchool of Chri/l's Church parijh in Southwark, 400 1. 
— To augment the living oj this place, 1200I. — To put out 
poor children of this par if) apprentices, the inter eft of 400 1. 
for ever j of which fum 1 60 1. had been given by Mr. Clarke 
and Mr. Bovey. — To be diflributed as her executrix Jkould think 
fit ; among thofe whom fie bad put out apprentices in her life- 
time, 400 1. 

Lajlly, Jhe defigrid the re-building of this Chapel, which 
pious defign of hers was executed by Mrs. Mary Pope. 



MARY 
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THIS great ornament of her fex and country, was 
born at Newcaftle upon Tyne, in the county of 
Northumberland, about the year 1668 j and was the daugh- 
ter of Aftell, merchant, in that place. She was ve- 
ry genteely educated ; and taught all the accomplimments 
which are ufually learned by young gentlewomen of her 
ftation : and altho* me proceeded no farther in the langua- 
ges at that time, than the learning of the French tongue ; 
yet (he afterwards gain'd fome knowledge in the Latin. 
And having a piercing wit, a folid judgment, and tenaci- 
ous memory, (he made herfelf a complete miftrefs of e- 
very thing (he attempted to learn with the greateft eafc 
imaginable. 

Her excellent natural parts and great propenfity to learn- 
ing, being obferv'd by an uncle who was a clergyman, 
he gcncroufly undertook to be her preceptor : under his 
tuition me made a confiderable progrefs in philofophy, 
mathematicks, and logic. 

At about twenty years of age One left Ncwcaftle and went 
to London, where r and at Chelfey, me fpent the remain- 
ing part of her life. Here me profecutcd her ftudies very 
afliduoufly, and in a little time made great acquifitions in 
the abovementioned fciences. 

The learning and knowledge which (he had gained, to- 
gether with her great benevolence and generofity of tem- 

L 1 1 2 per, 
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per, taught her to obferve and lament the lofs of it in 
thofe of her own fex : the want of which, as ftie juftly 
obferved, was the principal caufe of their plunging them- 
felves into fo many follies and inconveniences. 

To redrefs this evil as much as lay in her power to 
do, lhe wrote and publifli'd an ingenious treatife, intitled, 
A Serious Propofal to the Ladies, for the Advancement of 
their true and grcatefl Interefl, &c. And fome time after 
came out a fecond part, with this title, A Serious Propo- 
fal to the Ladies, Part the Second : Wherein a Method is 
offered for the Improvement of their Minds. Both thofe per- 
formances were printed together, in 1 2 mo. at London, 1697. 
Thefe books contributed not a little towards awakening their 
minds, and leflcning their cfleem for thofe trifling amufe- 
ments which Ileal away too much of their time j and to- 
wards putting them upon employing their faculties the 
right way, in the purfuit of ufeful knowledge. Nay, the 
, fcheme given in her propofal, feemed fo reafonable, and 
• wrought fo far upon a certain great lady, that me had de- 
figned to give ten thoufand pounds towards ere&ing a fort 
of college for the education and improvement of the fe- 
male fex : and as a retreat for thefe ladies who naufcat- 
ing the parade of the world, might here find a happy re- 
cefs from the noife and hurry of it. But this defign com- 
ing to the ears of Bifhop Burnet, he immediately went to 
that lady, and fo powerfully remonftrated againft it, telling 
her it would look like preparing a way for Popif) Or- 
ders, that it would be reputed a Nunnery, &c. that he 
utterly fruftrated that noble defign. 

Soon after the publication of the firft part of her Propofal, 
&c. the Rev. Mr. John Norris publiflicd his Practical Difcourfes 

upon Several Divine Subjects. Which being very carefully 

perufed by Mrs. Altell, railed fcvcral doubts and fcruplcs in 

her 
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her concerning the Love of God. — She addrefs'd herfelf to 
that excellent Divine for the folution of thofe difficulties. 
This occafioned the pafling of feveral excellent letters be- 
tween them upon that fubject: which being thought wor- 
thy of feeing the light by fo proper a judge as Mr. Nor- 
ris, at his importunity me at laft confented they mould be 
made publick; tho' without difclofing fo much as the 
initial letters of her name. The fame modefty fhe ufed 
in the publication of all her other works j being extreme- 
ly fond of obfcurity, which me courted and doted on be- 
yond all earthly bleffings; and was as ambitious to Hide 
gently through the world, without fo much as being feen 
or taken notice of, as others are to buftle and make a fi- 
gure in it. She wrote an elegant preface, which, with ano- 
ther drawn up by Mr. Norris, are prefixed to this work, 
which bears the following title. Letters concerning the 
Love of God, between the Author of the Propofal to the 
Ladies, and Mr. John Norris : Wherein bis late Difcourfe, 
Jhewing that it ought to be entire and exclufive of all other 
Loves, is cleared and jujlified. Publi/h'd by J. Norris. M. A. 
Reclor of Bemerton near Sarum. London, 1695. Svo. 

Notwithftanding her great care to conceal herfelf, her 
name was foon difcovcrcd and made known to feveral learn- 
ed pcrfons, whofe reftlcfs curiofity would otherwile hardly 
have been fatisfied. Thofe letters have been much applau- 
ded for their good fenfe, fublime thoughts and fine lan- 
guage. And if there was nothing more remaining of this 
worthy gentlewoman's performances, this alone would per- 
petuate her memory to latcft pofterity. In all her writings 
which I have feen, but particularly in thofe letters to Mr. 
Norris, there is fuch a peculiar grace and excellency of ftyle 
and thought, that what was once faid of the works of Gregory 
Nazianzen, may . very juftly be applied to her, viz. That 
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me never tires her readers, but always difmiflcth them 
with a thirft after more. As a teftimony of this, let Mr. 
Norris be my voucher, who in his preface to thofe letters 

addrefles her in the following manner. " Madam, there 

" arc fomc pleafures that are always fhort, if time be 
" their meafure ; and were your difcourfes here never fo 
" prolix, I mould ftill think and be ready to complain 
" they were done too foon, fo great and noble is the fub- 
" jedt, and fo admirable both your thoughts and expref- 
" lions upon it ; fuch choicenefs of matter, fuch weight of 
" fenfc, fuch art and order of contrivance, fuch clearnefs 
" and ftrength of reafoning, fuch beauty of language, fuch 
" addrefs of ftile, fuch bright and lively images and co- 
" lours of things, and fuch moving ftrains of the mod 
" natural and powerful oratory, and all this feafon'd with 
" fuch a tincture of piety, and feeming to come from a 
" true inward vital principle of the moft fincere and fet- 
" tied devotion." And a little after, he adds, " Madam, I 
" am very fcnfible what obligations I am under to you 
" for the privilege of your excellent correfpondence, though 
" I can never hope that my thanks mould ever equal ei- 
" ther the pleafure or the advantage I have received by 
" it, or that I mould be ever able to exprefs the value I 
" fet upon your letters, either as to their ingenuity, or 
" their piety. The former of which might make them 
" an entertainment for an angel, and the latter fufficient 
" (if poflible) to make a faint of the blackeft devil. I 
" am fure for my own part, I have particular reafon to 
* { thank you for them, having received great fpiritual com- 
*' fort and advantage by them, not only heat but light, 
" intelkaual as well as moral improvement j for, (as nia- 
" ny difcourfes as there are upon the fubjea) to 
" my knowledge I never met with any. that have fo 
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" enlighten'd my mind, inlarg'd my heart, fo entered and 
" took pofTeffion of my fpirit, and have had fuch a gc- 
" neral and commanding influence over my whole foul as 
" thefe of yours." 

I "cannot find that Ihc either wrote or publifli'd any 
thing in feven years after the writing of thefe letters ; ex- 
cepting the fecond part of her Propofal to the Ladies ; and 
a witty piece, commonly afcrib'd to her, intitlcd, An E/fay 
in Defence of the Female Sex. In a Letter to a Lady. 
Written by a Lady. Wrote in the year 1696, and fince 
often re-printed. But tho' we fee not any product of her 
ftudies during that time, it is certain me was as intent as 
poflible on the profecution of them : and was fo far de- 
voted to them, (that as I have been informed by a rela- 
tion of her's) when (he has accidentally feen needlefs vi- 
fitors coming, whom Ihc knew to be incapable of difcourf- 
ing upon any ufeful fubject, but to come for the fake of 
chatt and tattle, me would look out at the window, and 
jeftingly tell them (as Cato did Nafica) " Mrs. Aftcll is 
" not at home } " and in good earnefl: keep them out, not 
fuffering fuch triflcrs to make inroads upon her more fe- 
rious hours. 

At this time me acquir'd a more complete knowledge 
of many claflic authors. The Heathen writers which me 
efteemcd moft, were, Zenophon, Plato, Hierocles, Tully, 
Seneca, Epictetus, and M. Antoninus. 

In the year 1700, me drew up and publimed a book 
intitled, Reflections on Marriage. Some people think flie 
has carried her arguments with regard to the birthrights 
and privileges of her fex a little too farj and 'that there 
is too much warmth of temper difcovered in this treatife. 

But 



450 MEMOIRS OF 

But if thofc pcrfons had known the motive * which in- 
duced her to write that tract; it might poflibly have a- 
batcd very much of their cenfurc. It was not long be- 
fore flic underftood that this compofition did not pleafe 
feme very nice palates ; whereupon (he publiflied a fecond 
edition, with this title, Reflexions upon Marriage. To which 
is added a Preface, in anjhvcr to fome objections. London, 
1705. 2d. Edit. 8vo. This book, and the long preface 
prefixed to it, are both wrote with a vaft deal of wit and 
fmartnefs : and make perhaps the ftrongeft defence that e- 
ver yet appeared in print, of the rights and abilities of 
the fair fex. 

About this time, obferving the pernicious artifices of the 
fectaries, fhe to her lafting honour, courageoufly and fuc- 
cefsfully attack'd them on all fides ; and engaged the at- 
tention of the publick for a considerable time, with her 
productions j which were of excellent fervice in counter- 
mining the fly defigns that were then very artfully car- 
ried on, in order to corrupt at prefent, and to fubvert 
upon any proper opportunity, both church and ftate. Nor 
was fhe lefs ierviceable to the church, in examining and 
confuting the doctrines of fome, who pretending to be true 
fons thereof, were then introducing dangerous pofitions and 
tenets, derogatory to the honour of our blefled Saviour ; 
as lclfening his divinity, 6cc. 

She thought none of thofe trcatifes threatned more dan- 
ger to the eftablifhment than Dr. D'Avenant's Moderati- 
on a Virtue : And E(jays on Peace and War, &c. There- 
fore to put a ftop to the fprcading contagion arifing from 
thence, (lie gencroufly gave the world by way of anti- 
dote, an admirable compofition intitled, Moderation truly 

t The motive, as I have been in- marriage contract with an eminent cler- 
formed, was her difappoincmcut in a gyman. 

Jlated: 
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Jlated : or a review of a late pamphlet intitled Moderation a 
Vertue, or t the Occasional Conformifi Juftify'd from the Im- 
putation of Hypocrify. Wherein this juftification is further 
confdered y and as far as it is capable juftiffd, &c. London, 
1704, 4/0. 

The prefatory difcourfe is addrefled to Dr. D'Avenant 
and both that, and the book itfelf, will be a lading tefti- 
mony of her being admirably well verfed in our conftitution 
both in church and ftate : a rare accomplifhment in a wo- 
man j but perhaps the lefs to be wondered at, in that reign, 
when the fupreme government of both was committed to a 
female hand. I cannot forbear inferting the great character 
which was lately given me of this performance, by a learned 
friend, who among other things fays, " This book is a con- 
** vincing proof of her great genius, ftrong fenfe, and folid 
lt judgment, and of her great affection to the church of 
«* England. It is written with fo much life and fpirit, that 
«' every fentence has a peculiar weight, derived from her wit, 
«' as well, as reafon ; like an arrow that is at once dire&ed 
«' with judgment, and thrown with ftrength. She has with 
*' a diftinguiflied judgment diflected and difplayed the ambi- 
c< tious views, and finifter defigns of the diffenters j and dil- 
« covered what abominable diflimulation and hypocrify and 
lt felf-intereft lies concealed under their maflc of fuperior 
c< piety, and how averfe they are to practife that Moderation 
<c which they feem to recommend. In fhort Hie has fairly 
«• routed their champion Dr. D'Avcnant, traced him through 
" all his fhufflings, and thrown his arguments in his face. It 
<f is in my opinion an incomparable book, and puts the 
" character and principles of the diflenters in the trueft 
« light." 

In fpight of all the arts fhe ufed to conceal herfelf, the 
learned foon difcovered her to be the author ; and accordingly 

M m m g.ivc 
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gave her the applaufe due to her merit. For in a letter 
which I have feen, wrote by that great mafter of aim oft all 
learning, Dr. Hickes, to Dr. Charlctt, mafter of univerfity 
college in Oxford, dated Dec. 9, 1704, treating of other 
books of this fort, he adds, " And you may now afllire your 
u felf, that Mrs. Aftell is the author of the other book againft 
<c Occafional Communion^ which we juftly admired fo much." 
And it may not perhaps be thought improper to obferve in 
this place, that feveral other great men have paid their juft 
tributes to her fame. Dr. John Walker 1 very refpectfully 
calls her,.//'** mojl ingenious Mrs. Aftell. And the eminently 
learned Mr. Henry Dodwell ftyles k her the admirable gentle- 
woman Mrs. Aftell. And Mr. Evelyn 1 takes notice of her 
among fome other great ladies which he had omitted in his 
catalogue of learned women, in the following manner — " nor 
" without the higheft ingratitude for the fatisfa&ion I ftffl 

u receive by what I read of Madam Aftell's, Befides 

" what lately flic has propofcd to the virtuous of her fey, 
" to (hew by her own example what great things and excel- 
■ lencies it is capable of." 

I muft, in order to do juftice to her character, add one 
more teftimony of her, which is publiflied in one of the 
fupplemental volumes to Bayle's Great Hijhrical Dictionary, 
Article Norris j which being very fingular, and coming from 
the pen of an eminent prelate, deferves particular attention and 
confideration. Tis given by Dr. F. Atterbury, Biftiop of 
Rochefter, who in a letter of his to Dr. Smalridge, thus 
exprelTes his fentiments of Mrs. Aftell. 

• » * It >0 it* 

1 Suffering! of the Cltrty, pajt 2d. p. Volume of Inland's hintrmy, p. ij. 
177. Andtk prcf. p. 26. J Hum/mat* or a Di/cour/e M*U$ 

■ See Mr. Hcarne's pref. to the 7th p. 265. 

» JXi" '. 1 ■ 'f' to ,*"i , .'jilin tni 

Dear 
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« Dear George, 

" I happened about a fortnight ago to dine with Mrs. 
" Afteil. She fpoke to me of my Sermon," [which I fuppofc 
by what follows, is that which he preached, and afterwards 
printed againft Bifliop Hoadley's Meafures of Submijion.'] 
" and defired me to print it : and after I had given the pro- 
" per anfwer, hinted to me that (he mould be glad of peru- 
<c ling it, I complyed with her, and fent her the fermon the 
" next day. Yefterday me returned it with this llieet of re- 
" marks, which I cannot forbear communicating to you, 
" becaufe I take 'em to be of an extraordinary nature, con- 
" fidering they came from the pen of a woman. Indeed 
" one would not imagine a woman had written them. 
*' There is not an expreffion that carries the lead air of her 
" fex from the beginning to the end of it. She attacks me 
" very home you fee, and artfully enough, under a pretence 
" of taking my part againft other divines, who are in Hoad- 
" ley's meafures. Had me had as much good breeding as 
" good fenfe, (he would be perfecl j but flie has not the 
" moll decent manner of infinuating what flie means, but 
<c is now and then a little offenfive and fliocking in her ex- 
" preflions j which I wonder at, becaufe a civil turn of 
" words is what her fex is always miftrefs of. She, I think 
" is wanting in it. But her fenfible and rational way of 
" writing makes amends for that defeft, if indeed any thing 
" can make amends for it. 1 drea'd to engage her; fo I 
" only writ a general civil anfwer to her, and leave the reft 
" to an Oral conference. Her way of folving the difficulty 
" about fweartng to the Queen is ibmewhat lingular." 

Whether this letter was publiflied to expofe the lady, or 
the bifliop, or both, or what other views the compilers of 
that work had in publidiing it, is not in my power to deter- 

M m m 2 mine : 
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mine : but this I will venture to fay in Mrs. Aftell's behalf, 
that I believe thofe who have perufed her book of the 
Chrijiian Religion, and read with attention what fhe has 
there wrote upon Decency and Decorum (which was printed 
and publifhed long before fhe had this converfation with the 
bifhop) will not very eafily fall into his way of thinking ; they 
will foon find that fhe underftood the theory, as well as him- 
felf, if we may judge from his writings ; and that fhe was 
no lefs fkilled in the practick part fully appears from her fa- 
mous controverfy with Dr. D'Avenantj where one cannot 
without great pleafure obferve, what an exact miftrefs fhe 
was, of all that Decency and Decorum, which in her book 
of the Chrijiian Religion, fhe has taken occafion to explain 
and recommend. In fhort, I never could yet learn, from any 
other hand, that fhe was not as unexceptionable in her ex- 
preflions, as a writer, as fhe was in her manners, as a 
chriftian. 

But to return j more of thefe feditious libels coming to her 
hands, particularly that called .Short Ways — . She imme- 
diately returned an appofite anfwer intitled, A Fair Way with 
the Dijftnters and their Patrons. Not Writ by Mr. L—y, or 
any other Furious 'Jacobite, whether Clergyman or Lay man j 
but by a very Moder ate Per/on and Dutiful Subjett to the gueen, 
London, 1704, 4to. While this treatife was in the prefs, 
Dr. D'Avenant came out with a new edition of his Modera- 
tion Jlill a Vertue, &c. Wherepon fhe immediately return'd 
a very fatisfactory anfwer to it, which was added by way of 
poftlcript to this book. This tract (which is now become 
exceeding fcarce) fhould go along with, and always attend 
Moderation truly Jlated, as a proper appendix to that admir- 
able treatife. 

To correct the crude opinions and notions of fomc ; and 
to refute the corrupt principles and dangerous doctrines of o- 

ther 



Digitized by Google 



MARY ASTELL. 455 

ther writers, me drew up a judicious performance, which 
was addrefled by way of letter to a great lady with this title, 
The Chriftian Religion as Profeffedby a Daughter of the Church 
of England, &c. London^ 1705, 8vo. 

I heartily wifh this book was in every hand (efpecially the 
younger part of the world) being fully pcrfwaded that it 
would have a confiderable influence over the generality of 
mankind, in checking and reprefilng the many reigning vices 
of this age, which are now fo powerfully, and fatally pre- 
vailing among us. The deformities of vice being here ex- 
hibited in fuch a terrible form : and the charms of virtue re- 
prefented in fuch an amiable, and captivating manner, as 
would implant in the mind fuch pure feeds of religion and 
virtue, as could hardly ever be eradicated. Here the diligent 
and attentive reader may find all the duties of a chriftian paint- 
ed in fuch true and lively colours, as will at once both con- 
vince his reafon, and forcibly gain his affections : and me 
did not prefcribe religious rules, and duties to others, which 
fhe did not practice herfelf : her words and actions always 
comporting with, and illuftrating each other. But I will 
dwell no longer on this performance, than to fubjoin to what 
I have faid of it, a character thereof, given me by my above- 
mentioned worthy friend ; who being an excellent judge of 
performances of this kind, it will be infinitely preferable 
to any thing I can fay j and cannot fail of being highly ac- 
ceptable to the unprejudiced reader. " I cannot (fays he) but 
" efteem Mrs. Aftell's account of her religion as an excel- 
" lent treatife ; it is written with that ftrength, perfpicuity, 
" and fmoothnefs, with fuch elegance of diction, fuch refined 
" judgment, fuch an uncommon fpirit of true chriftianity, 
" and orthodoxy, and fupported with fuch clear, folid, full, 
" and convincing arguments, that I have fcarcely ever read a 
" book with greater delight and fatisfaction. In my opinion, 

« the 
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" the learned authorefs hath with great dexterity and fuccefs 
lf retorted Mr. Locke's mctaphyfical artillery againft himfelf t 
" confuted his whimfical Idea of Thinking matter, and given 
" him a genteel foil. She has fairly (hewn the imperfections 
" and erroneous tenets contained in thofe two tracts, The 
" Reafonabknefs of Chriflianity, and The Ladies Religion : 
" and has convinced me, that the authors had no honed 
<c defign in writing either of them, fince, notwithftanding 
" thofe fpecious titles they have given them, inflcad of pro- 
<c moting chriftianity, they tend rather to undermine and fub- 
" vert the true faith, and are derogatory to the honour of our 

Saviour. But in my judgment, flic has juftly, and hand- 
" fomcly, difclofed and defeated their faile and fallacious 
" reafonings, and defended the caufe of the primitive faith, 
" with a zeal becoming a true profeflbr of it." 

At the end of this book (he has made fome remarks on an 
article in Dr. Tillotfon's Sermons, which arc taken notice of 
by an eminent divine m in the following manner. Speaking 
of Bifhop Tillotfon's fcrmons, he fays, " There is one or two 
" points of doc~hl;.e particularly tliat of Hell-Torments, juftly 
" exceptionable j" and adds in a note " a fecond point I had 
" in view, concerns the Satisfaclion, which is modeitly and 
" judicioufly examined by an ingenious lady, in a very good 
" book in tit led, The Religion of a Church of England Woman* 
" p. 339, &c." 

About this time alfo, (he wrote and publulied a book en- 
titled, An Impartial Enquiry into the Caufes of Rebellion, and 
Civil fVar in this Kingdom. In an Examination of Dr. 
Kennet's Sermon, January the ^oth, 1703-4. AndVindica* 
tion of the Royal Martyr, London, 1 704, 4/0. My utmoft 
diligence hitherto, could never procure me a fight of this 

• i 

" Vii. Dr. Waterland's Ahict to a jvtHg Stndtnt, &c. 3d Edition, p. 24. 

book; 
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book $ fo that at prefent I can give no account concerning 
it, more than its title : tho' I do not doubt but the fame life 
and Spirit, and the fame convincing reafons and folidity of 
judgment appears in it, as in her other treatifes. 

As much of the former part of her life had been fpent in 
writing for the propagating and improvement of learning, re- 
ligion and virtue ; fo the remaining part of it was chiefly 
employed in the practife of thofe religious duties, which 
(he had fo earneftly and pathetically recommended to others ; 
and in which perhaps no one was ever more fincere and de- 
vout. I have been told that for feveral years before her 
death, (he conftantly walked from Chelfey to St. Martin's 
church every Sunday, never regarding the inclemency or un- 
ieafonablenefs of tne weather, purely to hear a celebrated 
preacher, whom (he much admired for his excellent practical 
divinity. 

As her notions and fentiments of religion, piety, charity, 
humility, friendfliip, and all the other graces which adorn the 
good chriftian, were moft refined, and fublime ; fo me pof- 
fefled thofe rare and excellent virtues, in a degree as would 
have made her admired and diftinguifhed in an age lefs de- 
generate and profane. And altho' from the very flower of 
her age, (he lived and converfed with the Beau Monde, amidft 
all the gaiety, pomp, and pageantry of the great city ; yet 
me well knew how to refift and fhun thofe infatuating fnare* ; 
and wifely guarded againft all thefe temptations and evils j and 
in the midft of it, led a holy, pure, and even angelical life. 
So that what the Reverend Mr. Samuel Willis once faid of 
Lady Mary Haftings, is moft applicable to this truly pious 
gentlewoman. To know God, and to be like him, was her 
flrft and great endeavour. She lived always in profpecT; of 
Heaven, and thither did her devout fpirit ever afpire. This 
made thofe temptations, which prevail fo fatally upon others, 

prove 
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prove only moleftations to her. This world (as it was to 
Monica " difcourfing of Heaven with her holy Son) was vile 
and dcfpicable in her eye, whofe contemplations and longings 
were directed to things eternal. She wifely concluded, that 
a meek and quiet fpirit, a true devotion, and fevere virtue, 
were more excellent acquilitions," and more lovely ornaments, 
than any of the gaudy vanities, wherewith vulgar and nar- 
row fouls are fo unreafonably tranfported. Nor did (he only 
approve the things that arc excellent, but (he prattifed them 
alfo to fuch a degree, that in her primitive chriftianity was 
revived, and (lie lived as thofe firft chriftians did, and as we 
mould. 

This fevere ftrictnefs of holy difcipline, was not in the 
leaft attended, with fournefs or morofenefs of temper ; 
her mind being generally calm and ferene ; and her 
deportment and converfation was highly entertaining, and 
innocently facetious. She would fay, The good Cbriftian only 
has reafon y and be always ought ', to be chearful. And that 
Deje&ed looks, and Melancholy Airs were very tinfeemly in a 
Chri/lian. But of this, (he has treated at large in her book 
of The Cbrijlian Religion. 

But tho' (he was eafy and affable to others, to herfelf flic 
was fometimes perhaps over fevere. In abftinence few or 
none ever furpaffed her } for (he would live like a Hermit, for 
a confiderabie time together, upon a cruft of bread and wa- 
ter with a little fmall beer. And at the time of her higheft 
living, (when (he was at home) (he very rarely eat any din- 
ner 'till night j and then it was by the ftrictcft rules of tem- 
perance. She would fay, Abftinence was her beft Phyfick. 
And would frequently obferve, that thofe who indulged them- 
f elves in Eating and Drinking, could- not be fo well difpofed or 

» Sec his Confcff. Lib. 9. c. 10. 

prepared 
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Prepared either for fludy t or the regular and Devout 6V/ - 
vice of their Creator. 

She feemed to enjoy an uninterrupted ftate of health 'till a 
few years before her death, when, having one of her brcafts 
cut off, it fo much impaired her constitution, that flie did 
not long furvive it. This was occafioned by a cancer, which: 
flie had concealed from the world in fuch a manner, that 
even few of her mod intimate acquaintance knew any thing 
at all of the matter. She dreffed and managed it herfelf, 
'till rtie plainly perceived there was an abfolutc neceflity for 
its being cut off : and then, with the mod intrepid refo- 
lution and courage, (he went to the Reverend Mr. Johnfon, 
a gentleman very eminent for his /kill in furgery (with only 
one pcrfon to attend her) entreating him to take it off in the- 
moft private manner imaginable : and would hardly allow 
him to have perfons whom neceflity required to be at the 
operation. She feemed fo regardlefs of tne fufferings or pain 
me was to undergo, that (he rcfufed to have her hands held, 
and did not difcover the leaft timidity, or impatience, but 
went thro' the operation without the leaft ftruggling or rc- 
fi fiance ; or even fo much as giving a groan or a figh : and 
fhewed the like patience and refignation throughout the whole 
cure, which that gentleman, to his lafting credit and honour, 
foon performed. x Perhaps this might be the reafon which in- 
duced her excellent friend the Lady Elizabeth Haftings to 
make ufe of him upon the fame fad occafion. This great 
lady's friendfliip to Mrs. Aftell continued inviolable to the 
laft date of her life : and well knowing that fhe did not a- 
bound in riches, her generality to her was fuch, that me has 
given her fourfcore guineas at one time. I mention this the 
rather, in order to fliew that this great and good lady's un- 
limited generofity, in fome, and perhaps in many inftanccs, 
exceeded the bounds of the Reverend Mr. Thomas Barnard's 

N n n knowledge, 
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knowledge, tho' undoubtedly he took all the pain9 he could 
to inform himfelf of every circumftancc which might fervc 
to adorn that illuftrious character. ' 

Soon after this, her health and ftrength declined apace, 
and at length by a gradual decay of nature, being confined 
to her bed, and finding the time of her diflblution draw 
nigh, (lie ordered her coffin and fhrowd to be made, and 
brought to her bed-fide $ and there to remain in her view, 
as a conftant memento to her of her approaching fate, and 
that her mind might not deviate or ftray one moment from 
God, it's moft proper object. Her thoughts were now fo en- 
tirely fixed upon God and eternity, that for fome days before 
her death, flic earneftly defired that no company might be 
permitted to come to her p ; refufing at that time to fee, even 
ner old and dear friend the Lady Catherine Jones, purely be- 
caufe flic would not be difturbed in the laft moments of her 
divine contemplations. She departed this life, about the eleventh 
day of May, in the year 173 1. And was buried at Chelfey the 
14th day of the fame month. 

• In a book entitled, An Hi/lorica! cb*- at Lttds, 174J. 

rtUiir relating n tht My and txtmfhtry Lift * The fame thing is related of St. 

ef tit Right HenaurabU the l.u.u Elhuxbttb Auflin, whofe friends, tho* undoubtedly of 

Helpings, Sec. by Tbmuu Barnard M. A. the fame religious chara&cr, were not tn 

M*Jl f r,ftbtrruStl»otinL«dt. Vur.ud his laft iltods permitted to ice him. 




CONSTANTIA 



Digitized by Google 



MEMOIRS OF 



46, 



CONSTANTIA GRIERSON. 



CONST ANTIA GRIERSON was born in the oounty of 
Kilkenny, in Ireland, and was one of the moil extra- 
ordinary women that either this age, or perhaps any other 
ever produced. She died in the year 1733, at the age of 27, 
and was allowed, long before, to be an excellent fcholar, not 
only in Greek and Roman Literature, but in hiltory, divinity, 
philofophy, and mathematicks. She gave a proof of her 
knowledge in the Latin Tongue, by her dedication of the 
Dublin edition of Tacitus to the Lord Carteret, and by that 
of Terence to his fon, to whom Ihe like wife wrote a Greek 
epigram. She wrote feveral fine poems in Englifh V oa 
which me fet fo little value, that me neglected to leave copies 
behind her but of very few. 

What makes her character the more remarkable, is, that 
ihe rofe to this eminence in learning merely by the force of 
her own genius, and continual application. 

She was not only happy in a fine imagination, a great me- 
mory, an excellent undemanding, and an exact judgment, 
but had all thefe crowned by virtue and piety j (he was too 
learned to be vain, too wife to be conceited, too knowing and 
too clear-fighted to be irreligious. 

If Heaven had fpared her life, and blcfied her with health, 

« The ingenious Mrs. Barber has gene- which may be feen difperfed up and down 
TOafly obliged her readers with feveral clc- in her printed poems, 
gam 'fpecimens of her talent in this way, 

N n n 2 which 
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which' flie wanted for &me years before her death, there is 
good reafon to think me would have made as great a figure in 
the learned world, as any of her fex are recorded to have done. 

As her learning and abilities raifed her above her own fex, 
fo they left her no room to envy any } on the contrary, her 
delight was to fee others excell : flie was always ready to ad- 
vifc and direct thofe who applied to her ; and was herfelf wil- 
ling to be advifed. 

SO little did (he value herfelf upon her uncommon excel- 
lencies, that it has often recalled to my mind a fine reflection 
of a French author, that great Genius's JbouU be fuperiour 
to their own Abilities. 

I perfwade my felf that this ftiort account of fo extraordi- 
nary a woman, of whom much more might have been feid, 
will not be difagreeable to my readers j nor can I omit men- 
tioning what I think is greatly to the Lord Carteret's honour, 
that when he was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, he obtained a 
patent for Mr. Grierfon her hufband, to be the King's 
Printer, and to diftinguifti and reward her uncommon merit, 
had. her life inferted in it. 

Thus far Mrs. Barber j from whofe preface perfixed to her 
poems I have intirely tranferibed this account. And being de- 
iirous that a life fo full of very remarkable particulars (as 
was that of this excellent perfon,) mould be better known, 
I procured a friend of mine, and an acquaintance of Mrs. 
Barber's, to write to her to tranfmit me fome farther account 
of Mrs. Grierfon, to which that gendewoman returned a very 
obliging anfwer in a letter dated at Dublin July, 1747; but 
did not add any thing to her former account, more than that 
flic wrote An Abridgment of the Hiftory of England. I like- 
wife got the lame friend to apply to a learned and eminent 
dignitary in the church in Ireland j one who is thoroughly ac- 
quainted with all the various circumftances of her life, and 

• 
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is every way qualified for the performance: but altho' I 
thought I had obtained a promife of an account of her life 
from that excellent hand, yet, hitherto, I never could have 
the happinefs to receive it. I can only add, that I have been 
told, there are many particular circumftances of her life, 
which if faithfully related, would do very great honour to 
the dead, and be a noble example to the living $ particularly, 
in her behaviour to her hufband, to whom (he was fo af- 
fectionate, ufeful, and obliging, as to fet a perfect pattern 
of conjugal love and duty. 

I cannot forbear giving a fpecimen of Mrs. Grierfon's 
poetry on a double account > one is to fhew her fkill in that 
art j the other my gratitude to Mrs. Barber, to whom I am 
much obliged for the foregoing account. Mrs. Barber having 
made a tour hither, and meeting with very great encourage- 
ment for printing her poems by fubfeription : Mrs. Gricrfon 
expreued her fenfe of the generofily of the English, and 
Mrs. Barber's merit in the following ftrain. 

Such wife reflections in thy lays are mown, 
As Flaccus' Mufe, in all her pride, might own : 
So elegant and fo refin'd thy praife, 
As greatefl minds, at once, might mend and pleafe : 
No florid toys, in pompous numbers dreft ; 
But jufteft thoughts, in pureft ftile, expreft : 
When e'er thy Mufe defigns the heart to move, 
The melting reader muft with tears approve } 
Or when, more gay, her fpritely (atire bites, 
'Tis not to wound, but to inftruct, fhe writes. 

Cou'd * * *, or * * *, from the tomb, 
Which mades their aflies till the final doom, 

The 
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The dire effects of vitious writings view, 

How would they mourn to think what might enfue ! 

Blum at their works, for no one end defign'd, 

But to embellifh vice, and taint the mind ! 

No more their dear-bought fame would raife their pride ; 

But terrors wait on talents mifapplied. 

Not fo Sapphira: her unfullied ftrain 
Shall never give her foul one confcious pain ; 
To latcft times (hall melt the harden'd breaft, 
And raife her joys, by making others bleft. 

Thefe works which modefty conceal'd in night, 
Your candor, gen'rous Britons, brings to light ; 
Born, by your arms, for liberty's defence j 
Born by your tafte, the arbiters of fenfe : 
Long may your tafte, and long your Empire ftand, 
To honour wit, and worth, from every land. 

Oh .! cou'd my confcious Mufe but fully trace 
The fllent virtues which Sapphira grace ; 
How much her heart, from low defires refin'd $ 
How much her works, the tranfcript of her mind ; 
Her tender care, and grief for the diftreft j 
Her joy unfeign'd, to fee true merit bleft j 
Her foul fo form'd for every focial care ; 
A friend fo gen'rous, ardent and fincere ; 
How wou'd you triumph in your felves to find 
Your favours fliewn to fo complete a mind ; 
To find her breaft with every grace infpir'd, 
Whom firft you only for her lays admir'd. 

FINIS. 
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OF THE 

NAMES of PERSONS mentioned in this WORK. 

N. B. The names of the Ladies, whofc memoirs are here given, are 
diftinguilhed by Capital letters. 
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CORRECTIONS and A D D IT I O N S. 



Page 7. line 2. add, Mr. Aubrey in his T.ffaf twarjs th Defoiptkr. of the Xorib 
Dhyyii of H'utjl-irt, (MS. in Alhmole's Study K° 14.) ohferves, that Juliana Berners, 
Abbeft of Sopewcll in the time of Henry VI. wrote the An ef tlawiing in Englifh 
verfc: and fays that it is in Wilton library, p. 24. 1. 12. for comitiflirax, r. comiulfe. 
p. 53. 1. 3. for daughteor, r. daughter, p. 54. 1. 18. for mod, read much. p. 144. 1. 
at. for Grutur, r. Gruter. The following letter from Lady Burghley, to Sir W; 
Fitz- Williams, Lord Deputy of Ireland, Oft. 26. 1573. was very obligingly tran- 
scribed from the original, and communicated to me by Mr. Carte, and mould have 
been added by way of note to p. 183, had it come foon enough to my hands, 

" My good lord and coufin, I am hastily fory for the great and continual injuria 
" you have, and which I well undcr/tood, before the receipt of my ladis and your 
" letters. And I wiih I were as able to rcdrefs them, as I have been oftentimes 

both grcvedwith >ou and for you. My lord, I know, both hathe and dothe 
" contynew your defender here (whatfocver he writeth to you there) to the ultcrmoit of 
" his power : and only he alone, I mull needes fay, is driven to anfwer in your bchalfe, 
" I fpeake not this to crave thanks; but fo ther were no caufe for him to anfwer, and 
" that you were not hinderd, I could be content he Ihould lak all the thar.ks that 
" fuch comberfome matters bring him. God dcale but with his, as I know he 
" dealeth faythfutly to hi* . country, and truly and hontflly with all men; 
" ' >vn«iM moll g'ad, you w«rw «v»li driuwuj ftum thai burdcnoiis farvis. 

" fo Co I wiih it may be with fuch credit, as I think you have defarved, tho' I be 
" partial. And therfor I think it bell this llormc were over blowcn, and after fomc 
" farvis done, a better time may be found to fekc your departure. For othcrwifc, bc- 
*' fides larder difcredit, you fhall hardly get recommence for your former farvis, 
" which would greve mc moll of all. For when, upon your mifliking, others arr 
" fought to be placed; it feemcth that the preferring of an other is the difgrac- 
" ing of you. So that though I know not what is indede, I gels that time Telle, 
" to your advantage. And therfor patience is to be ufed, and all occafions, that may 
" be, avoyded to increafc mallis, when you cannot apoynt your judges in your caufe, 
*« to allow what you think indifft-rcnt, but as fhall pleafc themfclves. It is not you 
" that fuffer alone; this greffe is common to all thofc that dcall in princes affayrcs ; 
»< which I with my frendes had lefs caufe to know by experience. And therfor, j;ood 
" cofyn, ufe your difcretion in moderating your grete, a:id bear with the tymc. 
" And fo praying you to deliver my harty commendations and thanks to my lady 
" your wiffe, 1 wilhe to you and all yours as to my felf. From the court this 
*' Monday the xxvi of October. 

" Kepc clofc your frends letters ; for craft and mallis never raygned more. Some 
" about you perhaps may be corrupted to fhew them ; tho' for my part I care not ; 
** not that I know any thing before God : but becaufc I know the lykc praclils ufed 
" with fome here. Confcia nuns rtcli font* mtntiucia. riJtt. 

" Your a/Turcd loving colln, 

" MILDRED BURG II LE Y." 

Pa* 



CORRECTIONS and ADDITIONS. 

Pag. 189. !. 13. for univerfitieS, r. unimfitic. p. zn. 1. 9. after fuppo fed, r. both, 
p. 218. 1. 9. for England, r. Englifh. 1. u. for preplexed, r. perplexed, p. 231. 
1. 2. for fpleuded, r. fplcndid. p. 234. 1. 23. add, tlx catalogue of MSS. men- 
tions only two letters, of Queen Elizabeth's in Univcrf:ty college archives; bat in 
turning over the manufcript, p. 121. I met with a third, from Queen Elizabeth to 
Sir Amias Paulctt, when he kept the Queen of Scots; an cxa& tranfciipt of wLkh is 
here added. 

" Amias, my mod faithfull and carfull fervant, God reward thee treble fould for 
" thy t:oublcfomc charge, foe well difcharged. If thou kneweft (my Amias) how 
" kindly, bcfides dutifullic, my grateful hartc accepjs your double labourcs, and 
" faithfull accons, your wife orders, and fafe regards perfonned in foe daungcrous 
'* and crafty a chardge, yt would eafe your travdle, and rejoyce your hartc, in that 
" I cannot ballauncc ye in any waight of my judgment the valew I priefe you at, 
" and fuppofe noe treafure can cour.tervayle fuch a faith : and (hall condemnc my fclfe' 
" of that wherin I never yett offended, yf I reward not fuch defcrts. Let me lacke 
«* when I moll nccde yf I acknowlcdg not fuch a mentte with a reward Nm emtiihujJa- 
" turn. But let your wicked murtherefle know how- with harty forrowe her vile defcrts 
" tompell thefe orders , and bid her from mee afkc God forgivencs for her treacherous 
'* dealing againft my lyfe, foe many yeares, to the untollerable perrill of her owne ; 
" and yet, not content with fo many forgiv^'fl"—, .nort ralte againe foe horribly farr 
** palling woman's thought, much rene a prinreife. In fteafl oT c.vtk.Su£ v*\.«.«><" v 
*' not one man can fervc; that being foe manifclt by the adlors of my guiltles 
" death, let repentance take place, and let not the feind foe pnflcfle her,' that her 
" better part he loft ; which I pray with hands lift up to him that may both favc and 
u (pill ; with my moll loving adieu, I pray for thy loving lyfe, 

* ** Your allured and loving foveraigne, as thcrunto by good defcrts induced. 

" To my faithfuU Amias. " ELIZA: Rcgina." 



Pag. 264. I. 10. for has, read haft. p. 359. for fruiterque, read fruiturque. p. 379. 
I, 12. read, died at his own houfc—- . p. 411. for CUDLEIGH, in the runnine 
TWe. read CHUDLEIGH. 
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